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MEMOIRS OF FAIZABAD. 


X Although various liistorUna, living and c!oad, hav^ 
. wiiEten histories of varioua kings 

Qtro utlory, emperoffl, and Mir GfauUna ‘AU 

of who wrote iiudorthe nom He plum^ of Az£d^ 

Saiyad Ghulim ‘All KMrx of Ede Bareli, Mr. Ward, 
and other good authorities, have written special his¬ 
tories in full detail of the time Muhammad Sh&b; the 
rise of Sa'ddat Khiu, Nish^urij the o/ficisl career^ of 
Qamnru'ddiu Kftdnj the establishment of the rule of 
Nizdruu'lmulk Cliin Quhj Kh&n iu the Dakhin proving 
ees; the subsequent decay of the empire which began 
in the fifth year of Ahmad Shih's reign; the muwier 
of JAwcd Khin by Nawdb Safdar Jang; the civil 
which raged for nine months between the latter and 
*lm4duUmulk. Qhdriu’ddln Khdu; the six years after 


the accession of ^Xlamgir Sdni, which followed on the 
captivity of Ahmad Shdh; and the revolt of Shdh ^Aiara 
‘Ali Oauhar, yet none of these writers witnessed the 
events which occurred at Faizdbdd after Shuj&'u'ddaa- 
lah’s death, and so they have not treated this subject. 

(JhuUm *Ali Khdft came with the English Collector, 
of Gorakhpur to visit Faizdbdd. One day, when they 
were iu the GuUb Bdri, the Collector asked Ghulto ^AJi 
Kbdu to tell him all about the fouudation of the city, 

I the date of the GuJdb Bdri and Xawib Shujd^u’ddaulab's 
cenotaph. As the KMn had written at Colonel Baillle's 
request a history of Nawdb Burhdnu’lmulk aad his 
descendants, and of^ other nobles of HindiiatAn, the 
Collector was sure that, as he was so fond of research, 
he would certainly know all about this city. The KhAa 
promptly sent me a letter and made inquiries. I sent him 
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. a reply giringhim tbe required informatioa. From that 
day I vas impressed with the conviction that 1 should 
^rite the Memoirs of Faiz4bdd. 

• 

1 have in the fomer volume of this Trork 'writtea a 
conoise account of the Mughal Empert>r8 up to the time 
of Sbdhjahiii: then 1 have sketched the* early years 
of^Xiaingir Aurangreb in great detail, and the closing 
years of his life hriefly, and I liavo depicted the re volu¬ 
tions and the bloodshed of the sixteen years which 
elapsed from the accession of Mu^szzam Babddur Shih 
ij3 1118 A.H. [1707 A.D.] to the bepnning of the 
reign of Muhammad SKdh in 1188 AH* [1720 A,D-], 
whjeh surpass anything ever heard before, especially 
the plots of Nawdb Nusvat Jang Zu’lfuqdr Khin, who 
in nine days caused three princes to fight each other* 
to (he deaths and perished himself after eight months: 
I have told of tlie arrival of Farrukhsiyar on the scene 
with the assistance of the Saiyads, and the estrange- 
meot which ensued between him and them within a 
few months of his elevation to the throne, an occurrence 
which is almost without a parallel: and I have done so 
because there are, 1 believe, some lessons which my 
^readers may learn from the records of these events. 

I now turn to write the Memoirs of FalzibAd. 


They say that 

Ceginning of the 
history of Fueibid, 
frocQue appoiounttit 
of ITfrvib Burh^nul- 

to tho Sfr 
of 0«dh. 


when Nawdb Biirhinu’lmulk was 
appointed to the governorship of the 
Oudh Siibsh by the Emperor, he 
pitched bis tent and court on the 
top of an en^nence on the banks 
of the Ghdgrs, four miles to the 
west of the homestead of the Harell 
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Kb 4^,* AfWt a few days lie constructed a Sartgla, 
that is, a.jrooden hut with a thatched roof, in which to 
pass the rainy season. Bound it he raised a mud wall 
OQ all four sides, with a bastion on each corner like a 
fort. He made the enclosure so long and so wide*as 
to leave plenty of room fo?- cavalry, infantry, and artil¬ 
lery, stables, and other estahlisliments, As he bad no 
^ special fancy for masonry, his female quarters were also 
U built of mud, When he had any leisure from tours of 
^ inspection of estates and districts, and from revenue 
settlement, he spent it in that wooden hat Hence 
bis place of residence was called ‘ Bangia.’ After his 
death it came in the time of ^fdar Jang to be called 
Fni 2 il>id. Round about this enclosure some Mughal 
* chiefs Imd out gardens and used to come out to them 
for airing and amusement: but Dfwin Atmi Rdgi's 
sons luid out a long bdzir or market with rows of shops 
outside the enclosure on the west side, near the «gate 
known as Dihli Darwiza,f and erected residential 
buildings. Outside the enclosure Isma^il Eisil* 

ddr also built another open bdzdr and a market-place, 
which he named after himself In the same way odd 
houses sprang up irregularly here and ibere belonging* 
to tradespeople. Inside the fortified enclosure there 
were also houses built by eunuchs and cavalry officer^ 
of every rank. 

! ^ After Nawdb ^fdar Jang's death all was spoiled 
r^nd ruined. Shujd‘uMdaulah made Lucknow his per- 
1 manent residence; but wlien he went on tour every 
^ year, be used to spend one or two nights bore and go 


dIi hire mesue Hsreli Avadh, 
t Ifolbi dale. 
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’ on io Goraklpur and Banfiras, until he enga^^ed the* 
English army in 1178 A.H. [1764 A.D.]. On that 
Occasion, owing to the faithlessness of some of his 
officers, who were secretly in correspondence with tho 
Company’s servants and favoured them, and to the in- 
action of Rija Beni Bahidnr, who with 10,000 horse 
at the critical moment stood aloof and looked on, he 
turned at the advice of his brother SAUr Jang and 
o{here, as circumstances compelled him, from the field, 
burlied Co FaizAhAd, took all necessaries which were in* 
the fort, loaded them on conveyances, and after one 
day’s march entered Lucknow. Here be rested, as be 
had done at FaizAbAd, for one night, collected hie cash 
Qfid valuables, and carried them off with him to Bareli. 
After nine months had passed he met the English and* 
a friendly peace was concluded. Five annas in tlie 
rupee of the revenue were assigned to the Englishl. 
Ag^Q the diverted stream returned to the desired 
ebanneh 

When ShujA^u’ddaalah was at Bareli, and subso' 
^nently when he was at Farru^hAbAd, when he 
Kffi^b ^ImAdu’lmnlk and Ahmad Kb An AfghAh Ban gash, 
as be did by chance, the latter advised him in a friendly 
way, if he now recovered the govenunent of the pro¬ 
vince, not to trust the hut to make use of hie 

own dependants and eunuchs and to make FaizAbAd b» 
wipital So, in A.H. [1765 A.D,}, when he return¬ 
ed to his dominions, he went to FaizAbAd and made it htf 
residence. He b^an to recmit cavalry and infantry, 
to organize artillery and prociTTe English muskets, 
and. to erect good buildings. He built anew, on a* 
grander scale, the walls^ Burbinu’lmulk’s old citadel 
* and razed the houses of the Mughals. Ho ordered some 
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, of Hs private retainers to build bouses for themselves , 
outside the enclosure. A vast plain extending for more 
than two miles on each side of the fort was reserved? 
aifd round it was dug a deep trench, In the middle of 
this plain all his retainers and military officers built 
themselves residences and outofiices as spacious as they 
desired, Night and day crowds after crowds of men, 
soldiers, civilians, and traders of every race, kept com* • 
Ing here, so that the space, great as it was, became too 
confined for the residents, and each tried to find a 
place before the other. After some years, in addiUon 
to the enclosing wall of the fort, there were two other 
large walls constructed by way of city defences; one 
enclosed on three sides a great area, two miles long*b^ 
two miles broad, on the east, west, and south; the other • 
was between Che fort and the outer wall and a mile 
long. In the same year were built the Tirpaoliya, which 
is situated in the Cbauk, and the Chauk B^dr runi^ng 
from the south gate of the fort to the AlUbdbdd ttxxu* 
pike, so broad that nearly ten bullock- carriages can 
easily run abreast in it. The city walls are not less 
than ten yards thick in the middle, andythe top of the 
Breastworks cannot be less than five. Most of the* 
troops—regulars, who dressed in red coats, and the irre¬ 
gulars, who dressed in black—were posted night and 
day on the top of the walls. In the rains the tops of 

. the walls were protected from the falling rain by 
patches, and these thatches were removed during dry 
weather through fear of their catching fire in tbe hot 
^d fierce wind. Certainly for these two breastworks 
nearly 100,000 thatches were prepared every year. 

There were two hunting parks. One was on the 
west, extending from Gurji Beg Kb^n’s Masjid to " 


i>ESCBimoir 


• e 




. Gupt^fcr Ghit, a very long distance, On two sides were 
raised mud walls* and on the third side it was enclosed 
hj the river Ghdgra. la it wild animals of the chase, 
such as spotted deer, white-footed antelope, black buck, 
aqd the Ube, were let loose- The other was on eh© 
east, beginning with inauza‘ Janaura and Chh6oni Go- 
sbiin and running to the river’s edge, a distance of six 
* loiles. [n it were included eleven villages and their 
lauds- But it remained uucompleted, and it never 
reached the stage of stocking with wild animals. 

* There are three gardens within the city, splendid 
and worthy the visits of nobles and princes. On© is 
Angdri Bdgh, within the fort, occupying one-fourth of 
, ifh© whol© area of th© enclosure. The second is Motf 
B6gh, situated in the very heart of the Chauk Bdzir.* 
The third U the La‘l Bdgb, larger in length and breadth 
than ail the others^ It was laid out with ^mous and 
chafming flower beds. It was so well known in the 
province that everyone who could go loved to walk in 
it in the evemog, and youBg people used to go there in 
crowds after crowds, and it was so attractive that, when 
«the Emperor Sb^h ^.^lain came from Allah^b4d, be re¬ 
sided in it for a rime. A fourth, the Xsaf Bigb, and a 
fifth, the Buland Bdgb, are on the Lucknow side in th© 
outskirts of the city but within the walls. 

The NawibShujAVddaulah used to ridte out every 
morning and evening to inspect the city. Navvies witii 
picks and spades followed. Wberev^ he noticed any 
ground or house uneven, or fotfnd a shopkeeper bad 
estended the terrace in front of his shop even a span or 
two beyoad hia shop, he levelled the offending ground 
* aad put back the projecting house. 
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The cbief officera of the Naw^b’s cavalry were . • 
Nawib'Murta^ !£hda B&rfj and the two Goeh^ne, Him* 
mat Bahddur and Amr&ogir, who each had under hica 
nlore meo than all the others put together, and She^h 
Ahs^n Rambo,(, Guiji Beg Khdn, Gopd.1 MaTh^tB» 
and Saiyad Jam&la'ddin Ehdn Nawdb> aon-indaw of 
Mfr Jumla, who bad an appointment under the Emperor^ 
and Bakhshi Abu’lbaraMt Kh4n Musa&ru’ddaulah * 
Tahawwar Jang, a native of Eukori, and Mohammad 
Mu'azzu'ddin Kbin, a Sbekhadda of Luckirow, *aad 
others. None of .the least of them had less than 1,000 
or 500 horsemen with him. Besides these there were 
eunuchs and their novices, private slaves; Basant *Ali 
Ebdn, commander of two divisions comprising 14^00 
• regulars who wore red coats ; Basant the second, who ** 
commanded one thousand irregular lancors and one line 
regiment of infantry; ‘Ambar *Ali Kb in, who led five 
hundred horse and one infantry regiment of the Jin e, 
which wore a black uniform; Mahbfib 'Ali Ebdn, 
who commanded five hundred horse and four infantry 
regiments; La^ifat ‘Ali Kliin, who had the same; 
Raghun&th Singh and Parsh^d Singh, each of whom 
held command of three hundred cavalry and fonr f6o6 
regiments ; Maqbdl 'AH Khin, the first and the second, 
and Tdsuf 'Ali !Khdn, who each had five bnndred 
Mughal irregular cavalry and infantry. The artillery 
passes reckoning. 

In this way he had d0>000 foot, regulars in redcoats, 
and 40,000 irregulars in black uniform. Of all this 
force the chief comutander was Saiyad Ahmad, known as 
Bdnsiwdlfl. The English fiintlocks were nothing to 
their matchlocks for quickness io loading and rapldi^ 
of firing. He had also 22,000 messengers and spies wkor 
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. brought tidipgs«Tei 7 seveotb day from Punah b the 
Pakhin and on every fifteenth daj from Kibut. Aod 
there were round him agents of the Marbatae, nnd of 
Nizdm ‘All $bdo, son of Kizdmn’lmuik Dakbini, aod of 
Zibifa $bda, aod of Nawib Zu’liaqdru^ddauiab Najaf 
Ehdn, with great retinues; and Mir Na^im Kb^n with 
hordes of Sdbitkbdnia, ^nodelas, Cbaodelas, and Mewd- 
~ tis. Muhammad Baabir Ebin with bis horse and foot 
ooenpied the city wall, and they bad comfortable resi- 
deiFCOS, offices, and lines there. When the largest eo- 
closlog wall began to prove too confioed, Smynd Jamil* 
n^ddio Shin aod Gopil Bio Mar bate leJl the city, went 
out to the west to Nanribi, aod bred there. Nawdb 
i^urtazi Ebio Barij, Mir Ahmad Binsiwili, Mir 
' Abu, and Sbekh Absin lived in tents between Awadb' 
(Ajudfaiya) and Faisdbid. 

Owing to the crowds of people inside tbe city it 
wascdifficult to move along tbe road, especially in tbe 
Cbauk Bizir. Tbe variety of goods and commodities 
.Was innumerable. The merchants of Persia, T'&r&a, 
China, and Europe used to resort to this city with costly 
wares and reap a profit in various ways. Two hundred 
If^rencbmen, such as Monsieur Geotil, Monsieur Sonson, 
and Mouueur Pedrose,* and others, were servants and 
friends of this GoverameDt and were employed in train* 
ing tbe foot regiments, and m founding cannon and 
manufactuHng implements of war in tbe arsenal. 

I, tbe writer, remember when I first left my native 
place and came to Mamtdau^ar^ which is four miles 
distant from the city gate on tbe west. There were 
exposed for sale under a tree sweetmeats, water, cooked 
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food, roasts, spicod meats, water* biecaits and buitei'Cakes, 
and so on, and equally plentiful were fancy confection* 
ar^ and delicious drinks, and there were crowds of 
travellers trampling on each other in their ea^roess to 
buy. I fueled that this must be the Cbauk Biz^r. 
Some one told me* I bad not yet entered the city gate. 
At last, when I did enter the city, I beheld dancing and 
shows everywhere, vrhich quite bewildered mo, From 
sunrise to sunset and from sunset to sunrise the noise cf 
the drums sJid kettle'drums of the regiments never 
cessed, and the sounds of the gongs which told the hours' 
and the watches deafened the ears, In the same way 
the horses, elephants, camels, mules, hunting dogs, 
d raugb t*bu)I ocks, bullo ck • coaches, an d gun-carriage^ 
■fvere beyond calculation. Welhdressed picked young 
men, the sons of nobles of Delhi, physicians of the 
Greek school, singers and dancers of both sexes and of 
©very land, were in the enjoy meat of large salaries. 
The pockets of all, high and low, were crammed as full 
as they could be with gold and with silver, and no one 
as much as dreamed of poverty and distress. As the 
Kawdb Wazir was bent upon the prosperity and growth 
of the city, it seemed as if Faizdbdd should soon rival 
Delhi, As there was no potentate in any country living 
in such splendid style as he, and as people here saw 
wealth, rank, and lavish diffusion of money in every 
street and market, artisans and scholars locked hither 
from Dhdka, Bengdl, Gujrit, Mdlwab, Haidardbdd, Shdh- 
jahdndb^d, Ldbaur, Feshiwar, Kdbul, Kashmir, and Mul* 
tin. Had the Nawib Wazir but lived for ten or twelve 
years more, there would have grown up another Sbdh- 
jabindbdd or Delhi. In the nice years, of which he 
(Spent a few months each rainy season in the city and the • 
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Other two seasons of the year in tours and banting ex* #' 
careions, this denselj-populated city sprang op/ a vast 
tnukitude passed their lives in tranquillity and ease under 
the shadow ofbia splendour. As he was naturally fond 
of the society of women, dancing-women and others of 
a similar class were so numerous that n^t a street or 
ward was to be seen where they were not to he found; 
and they were so well off for money that most of the 
supenor women bad two or three tents each. At the 
time of a march their tents went on ahead with the 
^awib*s tents, and they had ten or twelve armed attend* 
ants each. Hence the cavalry and infantry used openly 
to pursue the same course as their master, without fear 
rof check. 

Fate mingled disappointment with success. In the 
berinninc of 1187 A. H. [1773 
expedition to lUwnh, A.D.], on the 5th of Sha'ban, be 
no 4 tbeoce marched from FaiaAbid to Lucknow, 

and thence moved towards Itawab, 
which was in the possession of tlte Marhatas. He easily 
snatched the district and fort from their bands. He 
placed cavalry and infantry in charge, and be des¬ 
patched Mfr Na^ EbAn, who had command of 30,000 
men, to Bundelkhand. He himself entered the domains 
of Ahmad Ebin Bangssh with a large army and en¬ 
camped at Eauriaganj and Kisgaoj, and wrote a letter 
to Hdfiz Eahmat Eh An Rubela to the folio wiug effect 
and sent It to him: “Last year I paid a kror of 
^ rupees, half supplied by yoa and half by me, to 
“ Habiji Sladia Marbata, who^had captured the whole 
of your country within the DuAb, and thus redeem- 
^isgyour territories from his hands, I restored them 
^ou. -Toq must DOW make arrangements and 
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me Bft^ Uks of rnpees.’' Hlfii Ralimat Eh^a 
gathered all his bpthere together and told them: The 
Na-w^b Wfirir has come with an army namerous as^ 
fints or locusts to snatch the tuovsel of bread wbioh 
belongs to us. He is seeking a pretest for a quarr^. 
“lean provide twenty kks of rupees. You must produce 
“ thirty lake.” They, as they ware foolish, proud, and 
haughty, talked too big and spoke unadvisedly, saying : 
“ Shiijd'u’dtlaulah has effeminate, dissolute soldieis with 
“ himj what do they know of battle that they should ^ce 
“us? As for the English whom he has with him as allies- 
“ and supporters—we shall fall on them sword iu hand, 
“ give them no time to discharge musket and cannqp^ 
“but kill them off at one rush.” H4hz Rahmat Ebdci- 
replied: “You will be able to do nothing. But I shall 
“ not fly from Sbujd^u’ddaulah. I shall fall. Afterwards 
“ defeat and disaster will overtake each of you.’' Being 
helpless, he at last wrote an answer to the Nawib Wazfo's 
letter, expressing his inability to pay the money and bis 
resdiuess.to fight. On the 13ch of $afar 1188 A.H. 
[1774 A.D.], an engagement took place at Ikhi EatrA. 
From dawn to one watch of day a desperate battle raged. 
H4fl2 Rahmat Khan fell as be had foretold, and all the 
clan were confounded and fled. Shuj4‘u'ddau]ah baited 
his troops for the rains near the town of Basauli. It 
would take volumes to contain a description of the splenv 
door of his cantomnent,. which was of tbe utmost degree. 

To be brief: in the very heaviest part of tbe rain^ 
he set out for Lai at the foot 

all the Eoheks 
had taken refuge, to expel Faizullak 
Ebdo, the elder son of ‘Ali Muhamtnad KhSn. ll& 
assigned tenitory yielding fifteen Inks of rupees ios 
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' bis necessary expenses and gare bim permission to keep 
3,000 borse and foot. On tbe Stk of Sba‘bio of t5at year 
1188 A.H. [1774 A.D.], he left that coantry and Tetumed 
to Lucknow. Here he spent the whole of the month hf 
Bhmzdn; Jefl on the 8tL Sbawwdl and reached Faieibdd 
on the 12th. An hour a^r sunset on Tli\ir8day, the 
23 rd ofZiqa^d, he died. 

When theNawdh *A)iya Sadaru^onisa Begam, Sbnji** 
li’ddaulah^s mother, and tbe Jio&b ^Aliya Huta^dllya, his 
wife, were alone together after his death, the Nawdb 
‘Aliya adrised the ‘Xliya, saying; ‘‘Your son Xsaf- 
“ u’ddaulah is now twenty •six years old, bnt up to this 
flme he has deroted himself to amusements nnbecoming 
e ** and inconsistent with bis position, and be has neither 
“ manners, presence, nor knowledge of business, and be 
** is absolutely incapable of snperrising or comprebead* 
]Dg administration: it is not unlikely that all tbe wealth 
" your husband has acquired will in a short time be dis- 
sip ate A It is advisable to place him nominally in the 
chair of state and to appoint Mirza Sa‘idat ‘Aii, who is 
acute and intelligent, as bis minister.” Tbe Jindb ‘Xliya 
replied: “1 bate bad but tbe one son in my whole life; 

bad or good, be is my sole treasure. In your eyes all 
^ SODS of SbQja‘Q’ddanlah are equal.” Tbe old lady 
answered: “ 1 have merely told yon wbat 1 felt to be 
nght and wbat'seemed best In my opinion. Yon can 
do as you please. It is your a&ir, and. you are reS' 
•‘ponsibJe.”* 

As [soon as Sbuj4‘n^ddanlah^ bier passed out of tbe 
porch, they placed XsafnMdaalab on tbe cushion of' 

* Stu^'u'ddftol&h’a mother is hemftor to be knovn m tbe 
• Begaa and bis vi^w u tbe Bshu Begso, UDpTciper]7 sprit aocnetimes 
• Sow Bega^. 
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• state. All tbe officers of the army and the eunuchs, 
some divested of their clothes and others pressed as they^ 
were, sat in mourning over their deceased master’s 
grave in the Guiib Bin. After seven days had passed, 
on the eighth day, when the ceremony of ‘ diham’ had 
been performed, Asafu’ddaulah summoned them all, 
small aud great, and gave them robes of honour and 
assurances of his favour. 


It must here be premised that Saiyad Mustafawi 
Appoictm.»tofM.^ Kb4n, one of the Emperor Maham- 
tui (Cbin &A m mitUr ; m ad Sh ih's offi cers, was app oi ute d by 
‘I'® Emperor on Naw4l> Burh4nua. 
beglooia; of tbo ruia mulk's sta^S* and came and settled'ln 
It Awadl. with his family and kindred.' 
adldira; tbe omploy- He enjoyed the greatest friendship 
t'ith that Nawhb and liyed there in 
gttduAl dscfyof Fw*- great style. After BurbADu’Imulk's 
death he said something disrespecttAiI 
of Sbuj^^u’ddaulab’fl mother in Safdar Jaog’a lifetime, 
and the words he used gradually came to her ears and 
turned ber against him. But, as the Delhi government 
was supreme and he bad a connection with the Emperor, 


she said nothing then and treasured up his words in her 
heart. After Muhammad Sb4h’s death, the capture of 
Ahmad Shib, and Naw4b ^afdar Jang's dea4h, when 
Shuji’u'ddaulah succeeded to the Oudb goveromeut and 
even wheu Mu|(afawi Ebdu had died, the Nawib Begata 
aud Shuj^^u’ddaulah erpelled his sous from the Sdbah. 
They weut to Bengdl and through Hakim ZamuTibdfa 
dotaioed service under Nawib Qisim 'Ali Khdu. 
After QAsim ^Ali Elbdn’s foil and ruia they reUjmed to 
the Sdbah of Oudb and lived iu poverty, almost starva¬ 
tion, for a while at Lucknow aud then at Mobi% until 
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cue of them obtained employment nndertbe 'goTornment 
-tbrough Mir Kddiq, one of Xeafa^ddanUb’s cooipaDiooa. 
On^ day Asara’ddanUh brought hitn to pay courts to 
Sbiij6‘n’dilaulab. The Nawib Waair was greatly enraged 
at the condnct of bis eon for bringing tbie man into bis 
preaence. There was no further inquiry, •either as to his 
means or as to what ecu ploy ment be had. 

The author of these pages was bimaelf an eye*witnes8 
of the following occurrence which tooh place when 
Sbujihi’ddaulah was returning from Eatahar and bad ar> 
riTed at Anwla. On the day that be marched for Luck¬ 
now there was a bridge over a stream in the road, and 
there were crowded here men on horseback and on foot, 
elephants, horses, and other aoimals, camp-followers sod 
baggage, beyond reckoning; and the crush was so great 
that if any one on horseback wished to turn bis horse 
and go back, it was unpossibJe. ShujiVddaulab himself, 
rode on an elephant, was standing up in bis 
howdah, superintending the crossing of the Begam and 
after that tbe passage of the conyeyancea of his lesser 
wires. At this moment np canoe Asafn’ddaulah in 
great disorder on an elephant with Murtaai Ebin sit> 
ring hy bis side in the howdah, and be was utterly 
regardless of tbe many people, carriages, and ponies, 
which were being crushed under*his elephant's feet. Tbe 
anther happened likewise to be in a howdah on an 
elephant with Jawihir ‘All Eh&n and was standing 
up. Xsafh^ddaulah wanted his elephant to go on its 
knees and make a salute. Th^ was not room for this. 
After a moment or two he came slowly up to his father's 
elepbsAt and saluted him. Tbe Naw^b Wazir’s eyes 
suddenly on Murtae^ Khdn. He looked at him 
£erceiy uai drew his hand across his moustache. As 
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this was the second occurrence of tbe kind, Murtszd 
Kbid was overwhelmed with fear. ‘Ambar ‘Ali Kh6d^ 
was Mtting on a horse in front of the Naw^b's ele* 
phant. Muvtasi Eh^ was lookidg at him and draw* 
ing bis band to his head to salute him. ‘Ambar‘All 
Kb in turned bead away. The author looked for a 
moment at some one else, and when be tamed again 
MurCasi Uin was not to be seen in tbe bowdah. It is 
impossible to say, was this tbe result of fear or ^of 
some bint from the Nawib. 

Asafu'ddanlab, when he succeeded to tbegOTernment, 
conferred on Murtazi Eiiin a magnificent robe, marking 
his appointment as ni,ib,* and gave him a fringed pala^*^ 
keen, an elephant, and a covered bowdah of silver, and 
other tokens of distinction, such as the armorial bearings 
of tbe Pish and Scales, which are Conferred by tbe impe¬ 
rial government on Haft-HazAris only, The Naw^b 
Begam, who. had not yet left her place of mourning, 
heard this from her eunnebs and was highly incensed. 
She ordered Mubarram ^Ali Klidn, her steward, to go 
at once and take all these things from Murtazd B^hdn, 
and she sent for Asafu'ddanlah and blurted out violently 
all tha^ she had in her heart Muharram 'Ali Kbdn 
went as directed, and, afrer a short time, Asafn^danl^ 
came ont of tbe harem and countermanded Mubarram 
*Ali Ebdn, who took no further steps because Xsafii'ddau- 
lah was now the master of the situation. He returned 
to the Nawdb Begam and announced that be had put 
the elephant back in ]Ui|talland the palankeen in tbe 
shed. On account of these proceedings Murtasd Khdn 

* H«Q 09 forth I shsU call ibe or deputy of tbe 
TVadr, hie nmister. Tha office gsnerally vaatad ia one person, but 
oeeselo&ftBj wab ebamd by tvo, 
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advised Xsnfii’ddauJah to march out and pitch his camp 
at Mahndi Gh£t and remain there for some dayd'^ so that 
all might be awed by bis independence. His real 
object wfia that by removing him from FaizAbdd,‘he 
ibigbt do what he liked with him. On the 11th they left 
Fai£&bdd for Lncknow. 


Xsafu'ddanlahs features bore a general resemblance 
BK.f.k.ich;fX«£. tf his fether's. The upper part of 
; Ar^pstnnoe bis body was rather long, but the 
ftttd flbUdhood. lower part from his waist down was 

very short. While he was sitting he seemed to be a 
young man of tall stature, but when be stood up his 
h^ad only reached tbe waists of those around him. From 
bis cbildiiood he was obese •, his fat ears, neck, and 
double ebin were one desby mass. His fingers and paMs 
were short and plump. From his boyhood he was 
addicted to ftl roll ties and his natural inclinations and 
attachments were for low, iU^bom, and base-raitided asso« 
dates. He used to laugh unseasonably, fling derisive 
abuse at othera and desire derisive abase in return from 
them. He delighted in meaninglesa amusements and 
was imineosely pleased with anyone who indulged in 
filthy language; and the more obscene tbe conversation 
was in any company, the more he was pleased. 

When they set him to learn, teachers, tutors, and 

E erfessors of tbe art of cdfgraphy* weie procured, 
.iytd Sharfa'ddfn Khdo, wbo bad been trained in tM 
court of Muhammad SbAh, a polished and wise man in 
bis day, was appointed to teaeb him deportment. The 
&mysd^s son, when be was widi me ooe day, told me that 
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tlid gardeners of the family used every day to bring the 
fruits which were in season and present them in baskets. 
The tutor on one occasion told the youngster to tak& 
what fruits he pleased. Although there were attendants 
present, he jumped np himself and took up a raw sweej* 
potato, which he held in his baud and played with for a 
while. The futor said to him: “My child, noble people 
“do not care for these worthless thiags, which are both • 

‘‘ shapeless aud tasteless. Throw it away AIthougb be 

was urgently pressed, he would not let it go> until at Iasi 
the tutor snatched it from him by force and flnng it 
away, and told the gardeners not to bring sweet'potatoes, 
plantains, or radishes in their baskets any more. So it 
went on until he reached puberty. Although he leard^ 
bis alphabet, pastimes had a greater attraction for him * 
than study. His father used sometimes to send for him 
and examine him, but he knew that the boy’s natural 
tastes and bent were for thiags unbecoming the son of a 
noble. He greatly regretted this, but, as the Begam was 
supreme with him, he sud nothing on the subject until the 
boy’s tutors were dismissed and his beard and moustache 
began to appear. He then selected well-mannered com* 
paniuua for him, who were always to be in attendance <>u * 
him. They were to restrain him from using bad language 
aqd converse with him night and day about the principles 
of .territorial administration, the organitation of 6fi army, 
swordsmaasblp, bravery, charity, justice and courts 
law, humanity, modesty, archery, the use of firearms, 
and other occupations or characteristics of the gr^b 
and thus endeavour mould his character. When he 
bad passed the first stage of his life in this way, all 
that he had added to his one natural good quality of 
generosity was skill in archery. On the other hand, 

a * 
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be had dereloped such radenesa and insdnsibilitj to^ 
headship that, though be might have tbe^warmeeb 
raffecdoD for a friend and be cneaay withont his society, 
yet, the moment that friend opposed him in the smaUest 
trifle, or advised him to do uiything against his in- 
clinatioo, be grew so infuriated that he dropped bis 
acquaintance and drove him from his pfesencs. 

When the time for bis marriage came round, bis 
father, the Nawdb Sbuj^'u’ddaulab, invited the Nawdb 
*Sbolipuri Begam, vife of Qamaru'ddin Ebio Waainil' 
mamdllh^ from Sbifajabfindbdd, and celebrated his son^s 
marriage with the danghtsr of Intis^mn'ddaulab, the 
Begam’s second son, with great pomp and ceremony, 
^veral lake of rupees were expended on this occasion, 
but ^e nnioB was never consummated. He never ex* 
bibited desire for her society and never even slept with 
her. On this account bis father and mother were much 
disappointed, and they endeavoured, bat in vain, to excite 
bis passion.* He fancied that, if be disregarded his 
parents, he might freely do what he pleased. His father 
found ont the truth from creatures and eunuchs who bad 
been placed round him, and be menaced him with threats. 
He imprisoned for life some of bis associates who were 
men of bad character, and threw some low blockheads 
into the river at night. For all this his son would not 
abandon bis virions courses. 

I have now corns to the subject of ths growth and the 
The growth sud de- decay of Fria^bad. When the Nawdb 
cay of Feisftbdd. Shujd*o’ddaulah recovered his terri¬ 
tories, forty laks were assessed as a present to the Com¬ 
pany when he was restored, and, as be had been absent 

* I omit fchd detaih of (he originaL 
nl 
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« for Dine months, his treasury was empty. Ou making a 
promise*to pay this sum in a few months, be returned 
from Bauaras to Faizdhdd aud began to arrange for« 
payment. He asked bis trustworthy serraiits to advance 
half of the money they possessed, and said that he hoped 
they would realise double after the country had been 
reduced to orJer. When the Nnwdb Begam heard this, 
she presented hire all at once with twenty laks of rupees 
which she had in her private purse. He was pleased 
beyond measure and be learned to repose complete trust 
IQ her. He knew that she had placed all she Lad at his 
disposal in this strait, and he determined from that time 
forward not only to repay this sum but to hand over to 
her all that remained after meeting the charges of gcfk- 
^11 ment. It was accordingly arranged that he should 
himself examine the daily balance-sheet in Diwin Sdrat 
Singh's hands, and an order wasgiveu tollachKhin and 
Muhammad Bashir Kbdn to realise the balances of the 
revenue instalments from the district officers and col¬ 
lectors or tbeir agents, -and to deposit tbe money daily 
in the Kawib’s private house until he returned home at 
midday from his inspect ion of the city and its neighbour¬ 
hood. He warded them not to be dilatory. These two * 
officials gathered the money in by every means they 
could, and each piled his collections in a separate heap 
in the bdrahdari* to show bis zeal The Nawdb Waair 
used to exanune the money every day od his return 
home, and order that half should be handed.^er to the 
I^aw^b Begam, a fourth be-deposited with Taper Cband 
the Treasurer, and the remaining fourth be kept there, 
not exceeding 50,000 rupees ip each corner of the bdrab* 
dark This was his regular practice. 

* A lATge ftpartm^Qt with twelve doors geaenlly placed u a bdl 
et veetibale in a hoaae, or ss »larger room in a garden. 
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Af%er death, when Xsafii’ddaulah. 

was about to march out to Mahndi Ghit, be applied, at 
the instigation of Murtasi ^ia, to the Babu Begam, 
hia mother, for expenses for this excursion. She directed 
him to call up the Diw^ and inspect the accounts and 
to appl^ to the Treasurer, who was Taper Cband. The 
Bah a Begam’a brother, Nawdb Sdidr Jang, was the 
medium of communication in this matter. To him she 
eud: Ten dajs have not jei passed sioce your father’s 
'^death, and I am in monnuDg ; what a want of respect 
<'a&d how iaopportone is this request I Have yon not 
time to shed a tear ? The Naw^b Begam said to her: 

*• This the first return for yonr love ; sweeter recom- 
*^pensee yet you will taste for year care.” To be brief t 
after communications extending over two or three doys^ 
he got six lahs of rnpees and went to Mahndi GhAt: and 
this was the first breach ^wbich occurred between the 
i^other and her son. As these six labs were spent 
within one month in mmotmiucg a retinae numerous as 
ants, and on private uses, and io rewards and presents 
and prcfiigacies, and be had not yet vouchsafed to 
examine the receipts of his realm or to demand revenue 
from oellectors, he sent Murtazd Kbfn, who was now 
known as Hu^tiru'ddaulah, to Faizdbdd once more, 
after the tenth of Moharram, to the Baba Begam, saying 
that this small snm had been spent, and that ho wanted 
as much more. She was excessively displeased and 
negotlatiftDS condnued again for some days through 
Mirza ‘All ^dn. Four lake of rupees were granted. 
As soon as Mirxa 'All arrived, ^Asafu’ddaifiab, not being 
flsriefied with this amount, hurried by post to Falzdbid 
and ^piied for more as a loan : nay more, he wrote a 
saoad bearing his seal to Nauroz 'AU chief policy 
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officer of Akbarpor-Dostpur, directiDg him to make over 
oertaia nah^lSf Aldemao, &c.) out of his district to tho 
agents of the Baba Begam, and that they should be left. 
IQ "her possession until four lake of rupees bad been 
realized by ber. This sanad is still in the author’s 
possession. He also wrote another, in wbicb he said that 
be would nev€r again make any demand on Lis mother. 

What a change I saw when Asafu’ddaulah returned 
on this occasion to Falzdb^d. In the time of Shujd’u’d' 
daulah no one dared to go about armed even with a pen« 
knife, and all who came to see him passed on foot within 
the armorial* gate, which was the second inside Che fort, 
and I had never seen an exception even among the 
courtiers, the highest military officers and the eunuoBs, 
Vfho came even specially on business with Shujd^uMdau*^ 
lah. But now naked rustics, whose fathers and brothers 
were with their owu hands guiding the plough, were 
enrolled in the regiments as regulars and rode about as 
Asafu’ddaulah's orderlies and were allowed to go in 
and out of the birahdari, the Nawd,b’aowo court, riding 
on horseback : and round the Nawdb Wazfr’s palankeen 
there rode in disorderly fashion, on state horses with 
^and eaparisous, Bhawini Singh, Moti Singh, HuUs 
Singh, Nawdz Singh, and Maiku Singh. Such was the 
change within two months I But people still belieyed 
that, when Asafn’ddaulah returned to Faizdbdd, he would 
continue to reside there as his father had done. About» 
this ^cne Jaw^hir ‘Ali £b4n rebuilt his bouse with burnt 
bricks. It had before been mado of mud. The ta^ia* 
dirif was ol^erved by ^e Nawib Wasic in Faia^ibAd on 

* JfikqqArVbioa is & gfrUerj or^r & gbtd chrwnaets 8{t aod 
«i»ouDCQ koun aad apprc&chsd of Tiait«ra and the like, It generally 
been a henddio design, 

t Moaroiuf c^obration for Haim and Hurea : 
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the tenth of Mufaarram, and all his bailjtog;s were duly ^ 
farolshed and maintained in repair as nsuat. He spent 
^onr or fire months on the banks of the Ghdgra in 
the sand and dust without any reason, and he did not 
evince Che slightest inclination to undertake the discip' 
line of troops or civil administration, to know the 
leading military officers o€ inspect the huanoeuvres of 
the regiments, to examine the ammnnition and e<(aip- 
meats of the artillery or hear the items of intelligence in 
reports. In all these duties Shuji^a^ddsDlah had been 
anreinittingly employed. Mukhtiru'ddaulah was slowly 
'and gradoally achieving the rain of the army, the 
transfer of the collectors of mahils and heads of gov> 
er^ment generally. Accordingly he first disbanded the 
fbnr [^ajlh] irregnlar battalions known as the Bar^ 
Pal Cans, and dismissed without ^ult the officers of these 
four regiments; who were with Aimds ‘AH Eb^n and 
Mahhfib ‘All Khip, two trnsted eunuchs and the sharpest 
offioera, whom ShujihiMdaolah bad himself placed in 
charge of the sark&rs of Eorah, Ac., and their depea* 
dencies after the ledncfiou cd Haidar Beg Ebdn. Hnkb- 
t^u'ddaalah also appointed his own brother, Saijad 
' Muhammad Kbin, his agent, and sent him to Faiz&bid, 
srod that unmannerly fellow disregarded all courtesy and 
respect. Notwithstanding the presence of the Nawdb 
Begam and the Babu Begam, who were respectively 
riding in the Moti which is in the very Chauk 

Uself, * Mid in the Fort, be used to sound the drum whmi 
ndiog out morning and evening, whereas it is not proper 
to beat drums near the resid^ce of one^s mastersi 
And be appointed his brothers and their sons to posts in 
fdt departments and entrusted them with offices such 
as paymaster, treasury superintendent, and household 
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• ^st$war<j, and, dismissing all Sbujd‘u’ddaulab’s old S6r« 
rants, wbo bad discharged the afiairs of the sdbah with 
distinction and skill, he endearourcd to detract fronts 
thdr character and reputation. Time and tide were in his 
favour. The influence of Mu*azzjz Kbdn, Mir Muharram 
Khdn, SaUmuUah Mirza Jini, and others knew 

no bounds, and not one of them could tread the earth 
for pride, and each treated small and great fearlessly and 
unceremoniously ae he pleased. Although Nawib S^l^r 
Jang, Xsafu'ddaulah's maternal uncle, and other noJ^leEf 
and courtiers of long standing, were still in the camp and 
were perplexed to think what all this would lead to, none' 
of them made any move. Although Mul^hUru’ddaul^ 
had hitherto been a man of virtue and piety, given 
prayer and fasldng, be now bid adieu at once to all, and'* 
took to drink and gambling. Hla heart was as filled 
with pride as Pharaoh's and be fancied he was supreme 
and there was no one above him, and be arrogated 
divinity. His constant aim was the ruin of the ar&iy 
and the overthrow of Xsafu'ddaulah’s power and hU 
own estate. He made Rie Tapar Ohand, the superizl- 
tsndent of the treasury, a prisoner without any oause, 
and he treated all the officials of Shujd^u'ddaulah’s time . 
in similar fashion without rhyme or reason. He wished 
them all to stand round him with folded hands. The 
most resolute of them resigned with spirit and retired 
into private life. Had Sildr Jang, who was in the camp^ 
and M(rza ‘Ali Ebin, who was in Paizibed, raised the 
slightest alarm and set themselves to manage the pro« 
vince and army in co^unction with the officers of the 
camp, there would have been no such anarchy and rulQ„ 
but, owing to their personal cowardice and profligate 
pursuits, they were so demoralized that all they could 



OBOAT or 


t 

'24 


0 


do was give tlioir daaglitors in iparriage to Mut^ht^ru'ii- 
danlah's sons. ‘Ambar 'Ali Khdn and Ydisuf *Ali 
two auDuebs who comprehended the situation, 
danced attendance on Mukhtdrn’ddaulah night and day 
and thos sought to save their honour and reputation* 
those who neglected to do so were inrolved in ruin. 

What waa Asafu’ddaulah about ? If any one desired 
• an audience, the answer was : Go to Mukhtiru*d- 
“ dauiah : 1 don^t care for an audience.” He was day 
and«night in company with abandoned and abject Hindds, 
and under the influence of drink plunged in base enjoy* 
ments, under the instigation and allurement of bis vile 
companions. He was so open and shameless in the 
pilrauit of forbidden pleasures that the commonest people 
^ ^of the bdzdc were horrified to hear of his conduct. The 
fame of his misconduct was so great that thousands of 
people far and near were constantly conversiag, and their 
common opinion was that, though from the days of Adam 
up*^ to that time there had been a thousand kings and 
rulers bloody, tyrannical, unmanly, and shameless, yet 
euch vicious conduct had not been read of in any history. 
There was no low or loW'minded class, barbers, green- 
.. grocers, butchers, fuel-vendors, elephaot*drivers, sweep¬ 
ers, and tanners, but some of them rose to opulenoe 
and rode proudly through the market*plaoes in fringed 
palankeens, on elephants nith sliver litters, or on state 
horses. The sight of.it was enough to make the sky 
(a\\ and tbo earth quake and dissolve in the water. When 
the hot weather ended and the rains approsohed, he 
i&arohed from Mahudi Ghdt t(^ Lucknow and took up 
his residence in the Haveli in the old Yakh Muhalla. 
He ceased to reside at Faiz^bdd, but the city remaioed 
&9 before. Some battalions were left to guard the city 



FAlZiBXD. 


25- 

And several batteries of artillery and pickets were sta* 
tloced 00 the look*ont at the gates. All the equip* 
meats and surroundings of wealth and grandeur were 
degrees transferred to Lucknow, and the cantonments 
and workshops, and elephants, bullocks^ and everything' 
connected with goreminent and the state, gathered 
there. The market for the camp-followers, troops, and 
all servants of the government, old and new, left Faiz- 
6bdd and went to Lucknow. Thns the decay of Falz- 
dbdd began. . 

After his arrival at Lucknow, Mukhtiru’ddaulfth. 
tsKra secretly resolved to go to Falzdbid 

the Begame. effect the Tuin of the Begamg. 

He addressed Xsafu'ddaulah, when in a state of intosl-^ 
eadon, and said to him: All the accumulated wealth of 
^fdar Jang and Shuj^^u'ddaulah is with the Begama, 
and it will all go to keep up the style of their eunuchs. 

** If you direct, I shall go and get it ont of them as b^st 
** 1 can.’’ The etupefted fool thoughtlessly gave the 
word for the plunder of his mother and grandmother. 

A word is enough to er cite a madman. Mukbtiru'ddaulah 
took with him the Eunuch Brigadier, Basant ‘Aii Kb£n, 
and some companies of regulars; and Mr. John Bristow, ** 
the Kesident at Lucknow, and Nawdb Sildr Jang also 
aceotnpained him to Faitdbdd. He quartered himself at 
the Bahu Begam's gate. He did not present the nazr 
which it is customary for servants to tender. Basant ‘AK 
Ehdn, who was really nothing more than a slave, went 
inside the palace with a sword in his belt. When the 
lady's eyes fell on bis .sword, she reproved him with 
stinging reproaches. On the very first day a demand 
for money was made through Kawib Mirza *Ali Ehdn.' 
The Bahu Begam replied i 1 have no money, and any 
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** that I bare is the gift of ShQj4*a'ddaulAh. I hare 
*‘g>reii money to Asafii^ddAolab three or foup tunes.** 
receiving this answer, Ma^ht4ru’ddaulah wriggled 
lihe a snake, and made use of very disrespectful Un- 
g^oage in the presence of Mirza *A}i the Begam’s 

elder brother, who, not friths tending bis being a man, 
stood and listened quietly and did oof check him. 

> When it was ereniog be retired aod went to his bed. 
On the second day he returned and renewed his demand. 
Things went so far that the Begam ordered her euoucbs, 
about ten or twelve roeo and about twenty lads, some 
thirty in all, to stand ready with sword and buckler in* 
side her palace. The writer of these pages and his 
briber Ahmad ^Ali, the Ndzir Jawihir ‘AH Shin’s 
steward, were sitting in the Kbin’s house, when a 184 
named j^hurram ‘Ali came out of the harem, Lifted Jawi* 
hir ‘Ali Khin*s sword and shield, and told ns what was 
going on at the gate. All that day apprehensions of a 
disturbance increased and alarming news continued to 
come from the gate. Nothing was settled. The Begam 
said to Mfrsa ‘Ali Ebiii, “ Through yon I have lost rest 
“ and sleep. You are aJways biiogiog messages from 
^ ‘‘ those men and you never answer them. When men are 
“like this women stand a bad chance.*’ At last Mr. 
John Bristow interfered and advised the Begam, suggest- 
* log chat she should now giTe enough money to prevent a 
future demand, for, if sbe did not, Xsafu’ddsulab, who 
was bealde himself through tbongbtlessness and drunken¬ 
ness, and who ignored courtesy, civili^, and social dis- 
tisu^loDS, would always treat her with such rudeness 
that life would be onbearable to her: and that, as he was 
on this occasion the mediator between her and the 
Nawdb Waatr, she should receiTe a written engagement, 
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confirmed by an oatb, that no one should again inter¬ 
fere with her while she lived * When this counsel 
was convejed to the Begam, Mirza ‘A)i Khda, who waSrs 
hen full brother and older than her, and an experienced 
man of the world, represented to her that her son, whom 

A 

she had made ruler of the state, bad proved to be covet- 
one aod ahamllcsa, and was, moreover, now an habitual 
druuhard and.surrounded by companions who had not 
a particle of humanity in their nature : that this man, 
who was his mioister, thought no end of himeelf: tbat»if 
was best under the circumstanceB to hand over, through 
the Kesident, some money and whatever she did not want*^ 
of any other property, and that the Besident would him¬ 
self he obliged to her, because he had brought about 
^ttlement; that a report of this would go to Calcutta 
and London and a reliable engagement undersea) would 
be received: that it behoved ber to obtain a release from 
this daily worry, which bad lasted for a year aud deprived 
her of rest; that she should renounce ber son aod see 
him no more, look for nothing good from him, aud pass 
the rest of her days in peaceful seclusion. Af^r tbk 
consultation and the lapse of a week the Begam gave in, 
and the sum of sixty laks of rupees was agreed upon. « 
Si a teen lake already giveu and eight lake now given 
were disbursed from ber treasury. The writer himself 
produced 80,000 mpeee'from his office-chest and included 
it in the eight laks. In all twenty-four lake were paid 
in cash, and the remaining tbirty-eix laka were paid as 
follows. She made over seventy elephants out of the eighty 
which she had in ber etells, and kept ten. These were 
set offi at prices ranging from two to three thousand 

* Here d:ie batbor DsmtM a dream had oa tbU oight, ftiui lIs 
folfilaesu. I omit it, as H is puerjlb, 
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rupees each. Oat of oiae bandred bullock'carrla^efl sbe 
kept forty and aurreodered eight hundred o&d saty with 
l^agouri bullocks. She also gare an inlaid buqqab 
witb a coiled tube irorth 70,000 rupees, a saddle with 
gold mounting worth 17,000 rupees, forty cbambals,* 
the chaios of which were inlaid with precious stones 
and were marvels of exquisite workmanship. Precious 
' atones also and necklaces of pearls, and weba of cloth 
and Kisbdni velvet, and Cents of velvet and cloth, were 
Brought together, and their value baring been assessed, 
they were given over. She caused a deed Co be drawn up 
to Chia effect: “Hereafter I, iisafuMdaulah, have no 
“ cLaioa or demand on, or business with, money or valu' 

“ &b]es accumulated in the time of Sbaj(t‘nMdanlab, or 
'N on slaves, male or female, or eunuchs, or the mahdis in 
“ the jigira, or aught else: if I ever again make any such 
“ claim or demand, 1 shall be a sinner in the sight of 
“ God and the Prophet and the Imime and she pro* 
cured the seals of Mr. John Pristow, Mukhtiru’ddaulab, 
and Kawib Mirza ^Ali Sb^, to it and kept it. Tbo 
whole transaction ended in eight days. 

Mnkhtiru’ddanlab, after getting all this money and 
property into his posaession, sent a polite message to 
Mjtharram ^Ali Oin, the Naw&b Begam^s saying: 

“ Tbe Bahu Begam has given all this money and pro* 

“ party to her son, and now the Naw&b Begam, who is 
greater than both, might give me some present in 
** memory of the occasion/' Tbe Begam sent word 
that she beff l^ka of rapees in her treasury, ' 

Whkh she bad reserved for a pilgrim^e to Makka, but 
that she would give him something as he wished, and 


* Ibe MTtf of s hoqqih bowl is oslled «Aosi^ 
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th&t he was to come lo the morning to the pftl&ee door. 
'When flhe Lad giTdii this answer, she sent for her 
eunuchs aud ordered them to be in readiucaa, and 
when he came to the gate they were to give him a seat 
in a certain spot, which was near the outer door of 
the inner gate, and to first draw him into a conversation 
regarding his demand, and then, when they found him 
oif his guard, beat him to death with their shoes. Some 
•of bis spies at once informed him of this plot. In the 
moroing he started on his journey and went to Luchno^. 
When he got to the gate of the citadel, known as the 
nikah, he rubbed his face with his hand and uttered 
some haughty seotimentfi regarding the Begams, He 
never returned to Fairibdd. In the month of Sha^h^u 
lie left, and on the 7tb of Safar he was killed at It^wah 
by some of Basant ‘AH’s followers. Thus ended all his 
pomp and pride in the twinkling of an eye.* 

From the day that the foregoing occurrence happened 
between the mother and her son, an estrangement fol¬ 
lowed. The Bahu Begam never mentioned his name, 
and if any one else named him, abe turned her head away. 
If she ever happened to be compelled to write to him, 
she wrote on the envelope only the word ^ Asafu’ddaulah,’ ‘ 
instead of ^ Baikhurdir ndr Chashm.’f Thus seven years 
passed. Whenever he came at the end of the year to 
shoot and passed through Fais^bdd, he used to halt fbr 
a night, or at most two nights, and he then called on his 
mother, sat for a few minutes in her presence and left. 
There was no warmth or cordiality on either side. 

* For ft ftccount of MoVbtini’ddftuJaK’a mtird«r Me page 20 
oT the traoftlator^e ‘ Histoiy of Aeftfu’uddftulab/ pobUsbed ftt the Gov* 
eraaeot Frees, AHehibid, ia \665. 

i Ac expr^iou eipiiTsdeQt to 'Hj deer saa.’ 
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In the year 1190 A.H. [1776 A.D.] there were in 
itaHuj of Bbagb Faiz&b^ three regiments *of red* 
«de'6 r^nwnU. Coat regulars nnmhering 3,000 men, 
and their commander was a Hlodd named Bb^hRiie. 
They had been employed from the time of Shujii‘- 
’a’ddanlAh to gnard the ditj and the Begam'e palace, 
and to take care of bis minor wives and the NawiVs 
own qnarters, and of the store*honses and olfaer build¬ 
ings. With them there also were 500 Mughal artil¬ 
lerymen and fifty or sixty guns. They beard all that 
was passing at Lucknow. They remained unpaid 
for a year and a half af^r Asafh’ddaulah’a acces¬ 
sion, and then, if any of them demanded pay, guns 
^were planted aguost them and irregulars dra^vn up 
before them, if they happened to be regulars, and some 
of them were killed and the rest fled; if they were 
irregulars who clamoured, the regolara on the other 
hsjid were called out to quiet them. This continued 
until about half of this force of Shnjd‘n*ddaulab*s was 
scattered. Bhdgh Rite went to Lack now, spent some 
months running to every official, and ather vast exertions 
and trouble obtained a few tbooaand rupees on running 
account. He was convinced of the hopelessness of the 
case and coosulted with the force. They resolved that, 
as they had been for a long time employed on guard 
duty ^th the Baba Begam, they fibonld besiege her 
palace until t^iey got their pay from her and then 
leave for their homes. They prepared to carry out 
their resolve. When the Mughal artillerymen, who 
all residents of Fakibid, heard of the plot, they 
faformed the Begam of it through her eunuchs, Jawihif 
*Ali and Babir *AIi and sud that they 

would be true; that they had artillery; and that, if they 
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were given 5,000 rupees to distribute among tbemsolree, ^ 
who were starving, they would draw out their gun a 
and bold the regulars in check when they took upe 
arms. When the Begam beard the proposal, she replied 
that she bad not recruited them; that Xeafu'ddaulah 
was the master of the province, and they should get theic 
pay from him* for she would not give them a fraction. 
The helpless men several times repeated their represent- ^ 
ations, so as to keep themselves clear, but she would not 
fall in with their proposals. At last they were com¬ 
pelled to join the regulars, who were only in want of . 
some excuse for a disturbance. On the 9th of Shawwil 
1190 A.H. [1776 A.D.], Jawdhir *Ali ^4a ordered ten 
newly-recmited irregnlars to quarter themselves at toe 
Begam’s gate. It was winter. They wished (o put np ' 
a thatch at one side. The regulars forbade them to do it. 
The reason of tbeir interference was demanded. They 
* replied that there was no business for the new comers 
while they were there. Ydr ‘Ali, who was the corporal 
of (he irregnlars, represented the matter to Jawlihir ^Ali 
Kbin. Jawihir ‘Ali Kb da wished to have bis way. This 
proved a sufficient cause for an Jawdhir *Aii 

Ehdn, my brother Ahmad ‘Ali ELdn, and others went to 
the Begain*a gate with 150 men. 1, the author, who was . 
then accountant of Ihe treasury, remained alone in 
Jawdhir ‘AH Khio's bouse. In a moment all the regulars 
assemhlsd and the Mughals brought out their artillery 
in concert with them, and they surrounded the whole 
fort as if for a siege. They first besieged Jawibir *Aii 
Shin’s house and placed two guus ready for action 
behind it Ahmad Ali was that day prepariog to send 
twenty-four newly-recruited irregularsto the mahils of 
the jdgir, and the muster clerk was taking down tbeir 
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Dames, when be left them with me and went away. I 
acted with rapidity, placed twelve on the roof of the palace 
'gateway where I lodged, and twelve on the roof of the 
house. The iact is, not one of them bad a bullet or a 
charge of powder. It so happened that Bah&r ‘i^li Kbiin 
bad recruited a company of irregalars for employment 
in his division of the jigir and was theh having their 
' descriptive*roll8 written. They attempted to return to 

theii’ homes for the day, as this disturbance was going 
OQ. When they reached the door of the fort, the 
regulars, who were present in great force, prevented 
their egress. They tnrned and caii)d in their per* 
plexity to me, where I was sitting at the door of JawA- 
blr ‘Ali Khdn^s house. I ashed them what was wrong, 
-s They told me, and I told them they were my ee|* 
vants and were to stand at the door, and I gave them 
five rupees for pipes and tobacco. There was one 
.small cannon on the premises, which I brought out 
and posted at tlie door with them. Suddenly one 
regiment with two cannons came up, intending to 
pass by this route to the palace ^te. My men told 
them that, if they passed one pace beyond them, they 
- would fire on them in their rear with this cannon. 
Things continued thus until midnight. Water aad food 
Were wholly unattainable: even if I wasted fire for a 
buqqab, 1 could not get it. Bearers came out from the 
hltcben, Which was in front of Jawdhir 'All Kbdn’sgate, 
with trays of food for the Begam, Xsafu’ddaulah’s wife, 
who wae then in Baieibdd. The Mughal artillery me a 
tphrudered the food and carried off the trays and covens, 
^hentbey saw me, they smd: ‘‘ The Begam's money 
“is hew- we’ll take it from Jawdhir and they 

iadolged ia jests and sabi everything that came te their 
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^ toTtgilfs. All tbe shops in the city were closed nnd sot 
a shopkeeper was to bo seen. When a whole day aad 
night and one watch of a second day bad passed, tbd« 
helpless Begam directed that they should be paid. She 
ordered 84,000 mpeestobe disbursed, and that the men 
should lay down the fliatlochs which they had receiTed 
from her. They declined, saying that they would not 
lay down their sms in the city, for, if they did, her men 
might fire npon them suddenly and take the money hack, 
but that they would go to the plain outside the city on 
the south, where Ddrdb ^Ali Kbin's house Was, and first 
distribute their pay and afterwards lay down their arms* 
in that plac«. They asked to have Nisbit ‘Ali KK4n 
sent with them. At last, after receiving their pay thSy 
djspersed, but left in tears. Two or three of them came 
to the bdzdr near Jawihir 'All’s to pay shop>keepera’ 
accounts. 1 aahed them why they were crybg; they 
replied: We are hnip&& beings. In the first place, 

we have been for generations settled in this ptvvince* 

" In the next, we have been in this service for twelve 
“years, and we have come to love this palace. How 
“ can we again look on these buildings f Besides, we have 
“ become stigmatised as matineers, because we have be* . 
“ sieged the wife of Shnjd'u’ddaulah for nothing and have 
“ extorted our pay. Begret on this score makes us weep.” 

It was late in the afternoon when 3,000 regulars and 
300 Mnghal artillerywith guns left the city and 
^lonsands of spectators from the city and market foI> 
lowed. Behind this vast crowd followed Kish4t 'All 
Ehdn on a bnUock*carriage with ten or twenty men, 
going to disarm the troops. The bags were produced 
on the plun> which was called Dibd Senbhar, and the 
Accountants and the agents of each company paid the 
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soldiers man bj man. ^11 vas oyer hj eTeniog. Of 
tb'e tbousaods of rupees which had been brought from 
-Faizdb^d about half were left When the Mughal e saw 
this sum in excess of their paj, thej said why should it 
^11 to these Tillages, that thej ought to seise it They 
fired a blank round from their cannons, then drew their 
swords and rushed at the mone}^. The'regulars were 
disconcerted, threw down their arms, and fled in all 
directions. Nishdt 'Ali Kliin also monuted his bullock- 
carriage, left the crowd and made for the citj, and thus 
saved himself. Muskets were Ijing on the ground in 
all directions for eight or ten miles. That night the city 
was without troops. Not a soldier remained. Jawdbtr 
*Ali Khia, in complianca with the Begam’s order, sent 
two companies of irregulars with one gun to the Lucia¬ 
no w turnpike asd one company south to the Allahibdd 
turnpike, and Bahir 'Ali ^dn’s men were sent towards 
Awadb. Thus, at the Begam’s and Jawihir 'Ali ^U&n’s 
gate, there were only a few servants lef^. 

Next day orders were g^ven to Jaw^hir ^Ali ^bdn 
that, as these Mughals who bad so misocmducted them¬ 
selves lived within the city, he should seixe them all, 
now that their combination with the regulars was broken, 
and harass each of them and make them disgorge the 
money: and that, if a single regular were to be seen 
in the city, he was to punish him and drive Mm out. 
Jawdhir ‘Ali ^&n's famous neophyte* went with fifty 
irregulars and brought in hundreds of Mughals tied to 
the one rope to Jawdhir 'Ali ^in’s door. Heavens \ 
how I saw the tables turned t Yesterday what swagger 
and pride ; to-day bow disgraced and crest-fallen I 
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He wrung as much of tho money ae he could 
^om eaok, paid about a tbou&and Into the treasury and 
pocketed the rest bimself. Each of them ffeut to Jaw^ 
Ilia *Ali Khin and said that Tir ‘All bad taken so much 
from him. Ydr ^Ali admitted it and said that the supi 
was included in the thousand, while there were about 
two or three thousand rupees einheazled by TAr ‘Ali. 

In the time of Shuj4‘u’ddau]ab there were two arsen* 
als on different sides of the city: one south, near Gosh4in 
Himmat Bahddnr's cantonment, the other outside rhe 
breast*work of the inner enclosure near Ydnus KhwAja* 
sara’s SarAi. Though the manufacture of new guns and 
muskets was now suspended, there were vast stores of 
iron, copper, and lead in these places. The officers ii^ 
charge of these stores and their sepoys endeavoured to 
maintain watch by means of one or two guards. Thus 
<^bulAm HusenKbin, who was master of the west arsenal, 
bad one guard of regulars in black nniforms from Bh^gh 
RAe, and tbeir regiment was at Lucknow. They bad 
nothing to do with guarding the city and were altogether 
outside the opera^on of the Begnm’s order; but that rascal 
Ydr ‘AH, acting on the Be gam's order that not a vestige 
of the regulars should be left in the city, went with ten '* 
or twenty irregulars and began to expel these guards by 
force. Although GhulAm Hu sen appealed to him and 
represented that be and his subordinates had no conneo 
tion with the troops who had mutinied, and that he wns 
stationed solely to guard government stores, and that, 
if he and his men were removed, all these stores would 
be carried off by thieves, and though be entreated YAr ‘AH 
for God’s sake to refrain, the conceited blockhead turned 
a deaf ear to him and seized every one by the anus 
and bands, and did not give them time to gather .their 
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• property, but tnrDedtbem out. Qliu^im Hcuen had no 
resource left but to send a report of this high>handed 
proceeding of Yir ‘All’s to Asafn’ddauUb. 

Although the Kawib’fl and the BogUsh intelligencers 
had written full accounts of the outrages aud disturbaucea 
of the last two days and nights and had already des¬ 
patched them, Xsafu’ddaolab was so indi^erent to public 
afifairs and so lost in his own idle pursuits that he 
remained uninformed. The Resident had, however, read 
and noted all. When (j^hnlim Husen’s report reached 
him, Xsafn’ddaulah roused himself and became blind 
with rage. He rode off at once to the Resident and 
pqnred out bis complaint: “ Jawihir ‘All Khdn and 
Bahir ‘Ali^dn, my mother’s euancbs, bare conspired, 
** gathered a large army, subverted my authority iu 
** Paiz^bid, driven some battalions which were stationed 
there out of the city, and are prepared for riot and 
revolt. It is necessary that I should go myself with 
troops and artillery and quench this fire. You must 
come with me. As they hare not yet made headway, 
we may be able to stem the river at its rise.” The 
Itesident replied: ‘‘ My intelligencers have written me 

* ^ the true account, how your sepoys are to blame. They 
^ besieged the Begam two days and nights, starved ber, 
‘‘ and, extorting from her 84,000 rupees, tooh to their 

heels. And as to what you say, that the eunuchs have 
subverted your authority in the sdbah, the sdbah 
and mab^ls of the sdbah do not lie within the walls of 
« F&iz^bdd, so that they cannot have taken everything 
<‘bto their own power. Talk reasonably. It is not 
** befitting yonr dignity to go in person to punish your 
servants. Send some confidential person to find out the 
trath and bring you inibrmation.” Kotwitbetandiog 
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^ tliis advice, he made no reply to the Resident and 
retornedc in &s great a rage as ever to his palace. 

There was a base creature named Im^ Bakhah, who^ 
bad been a playmate of Asafa'ddaalah’s in his boyhood. 
Shajd'u’ddaulah bad driven him off and imprisoned him 
for life at Tindah. Xsafu'ddaulah bad on hia accession 
recalled him, raised him to the highest dignity and made 
him general in command of his whole army. He was 
quarrelsome, malicious, and presumptuous. The Naw£kb 
now sent for him, gave him 700 Turk irregular tav^iy', 
and told him to ride jjost'haate that night to Pai^bdd 
and briug him in Jaw&hir ^A)i Kbin's and Bahdr *Ali 
Kbdu's heads. A ‘ whoo I* is enough to set a maniac going, 
and be, who only wanted such commissions, was ready. 
Sarfarizu’ddaulab Hasan llazi ^hin, one of the minis*'^ 
ters of the sdbab, heard this and was alarmed. He was 
ill at the time, but be went and waited on tbe Resident; he 
represented that Imim Ba^hsh was a desperately vicious 
•characterand would rush headlong without consideratibn; 
that there were in Faizibdd 1,500 servants of the Babu 
Begam’s; that tbe city walla were fortified, and there was 
a cannon and a Urge body of men at each gate; and 
that there would very likely be bloodshed if this man« 
approached the city; that, if tbe Resident would apply, 
it might be arranged for him to go with Imdm Bakhsh. 
The Resident rode over himself to see the Nawih and 
insisted on Hasan Eaz^ Shin’s going. le so happened 
that two post*carriers, servants ofAkhwand Ahmad*AH, 
Jawihir *Ali ^dn’s steward, bad gone to Lucknow to 
^Ambar ‘All £hdn, who bad somethiog to do in connection 
with political and revenue matters with Akhwand 
Ahmad *Ali, and, having got the answer to a letter, went 
to sleep with the Nawib's post-carriers, who were their 
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CASte*feUows ftod brothers. Tfaej dificovered the pre« 

parations chat Iis&m Bakbsh and Easaa iUsd Xiidci were 

makiog to go to Faiz^tdd. They tr&?eUed all nigUt, 

arrived at daybreak at Akbwand 'Abmad ^Ali’s hoii^e, 

woke him up, and told him what waa goiog on. Imdin 

Bakbfih and Haaaa fiazd Ehdn had got as far as Naiirdhi, 

which is ten miles west of Faisdbid. Akbwand Ahmad 

^ _ ♦ 

*Ali want at once to Jawdhir *AIi Ehdo^s quarters and 

told him. It was Jawdbtr 'All ^dn’s custom to come 

e^ry morning from the Begam’s palace to his own 

house a little before sunrise, wash, pray, read tbe Qurin, 

and rest awhile. He used to sit alone, and Akhwand 

Ahmad ‘All used to come shortly after sunrise from hie 

b(fuse to see Jawdhir ‘All Khdn. I, who used to live 

'over tbe gate, as soon as I bad prayed, noticed that 

A^ibwand Abmad 'AU bad come this day in an excited 

state before bis usual time and gone in with tbe two 

post-carriers and was talking in whispers to Jawdhir ‘ AU 

Etfin. The latter got up quickly and went without 

his retainers into tbe Begam's rooms* He woke the 

Babu Begam and told her all. I was pnzaled to know 

what was up, semng that all tbe resklenta in tbe court 

. of the palace were whispering to each other. The Begam 

ordered them to seed word to the sepoys sutiooed at 

the outposts not to permit tbe comers (o.pass, and to 

kill them if they persisted in approaching. There was 

a wonderful commodon in the dcj, easier seen than 

d^cj^d. Every one was horrified, thinking wbat was 

going to happen to him. All the inhabitants were 

tunning in all directions, not knowing where they were 

going or comiog. 

Whea Imim Ba^sb passed MumUmsgar and pc<H 
oeeded to ^er the dtv, the in^ul&ra brought out the 
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•^guDS> loaded their muskets, and obstructed tbe road. 
Im^iQ B&^sb was afraid to advance. He looked to 
Hasan Ba 2 i Eh^n to tell bim what to do. The latter>' 
told bim that, if he would follow his advice and aot 
according to what he said, he could do something. Im^m 
Bakbsh was forced to eomplj. Hasan Raai Ebdn sent 
a friend of his to the Begam's gate, saying: Your 
humble servant has come from Luckuow to see you. 
What have 1 done wrong that your servants keep me 
“back?*' Permission was given for him to come, aud 
Xgh^ Muhammad ^dlq, one of the Begam's servants^ 
was sent to bring Hasan Hasi Kbin only and to leave 
Irndm Bakhsh where he was. After some further com- 
munications the latter was also allowed to come. 

Urge body of followers with Hasan Bas^ Ebin and seven 
hundred Turk irregular cavalry, in all about a thousand 
armed men, came to tbe Begam's gate and presented 
nasrs. A long parley followed. On the Begam’s part 
Bahdr Ali Ehdn was by no means slack in bold con ten* 
tion. All retired to their quarters after sunset. Imim 
Bakhsh also, seeing the numerous retinue of the eunuchs 
and the large crowd about the Begam’s gate, moved 
away, but kept thinking of a plan to get tbe two» 
eunuchs alone and lay his hands ou them and carry 
them off to Luckuow. As Hasan Eazi Khdn was con- 
stantlj observing his wily movements and Jawihir 
' Ali Ehdn’s followers were on tbe alert, the rascal was 
not able to carry out his designs, although he plotted for 
eight days. One night he got drunk and he sent for a 
cooenbine named MUbu, who lived at Faizib^d. 2 b 
her bearing he said sw agger! ngty to his Turklrreguiara^ 

* ril carry off those two eunuchs as a hawk carries off a 
.hixd in^his talons.' In the morning the woman sent £6t: 
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Jaw^hir ^Ali table serrant, Mabamiuad Sbi(kLr, 

aad qoidtlj told him bow matters were, and that this 
^Apparent negligence was onlj a feint The servant 
went back and told wbat he had heard. 

. Kest daj after Zahar prayer, in the early evening, 
Jawihir ‘All Ehdn was going to eee the B^am. The 
bearers had broaght the palankeen to bis door. Except 
two or three mace*bearers no one, not even a sepoj 
of bis escort, had como near, the palankeen. Ziudm 
Bakhsh heard of this, how the ennuch was going to the 
gate alone. He told a company of his sepoys to go 
qoicklyand surround him the minute be came out of his 
quarters and bring him to him. The company, which 
consisted of not less than twenty men, leaving a space 
of ten twenty paces clear before JawAhir ‘Ali Ehin’s 
g^te, drew up in line with bayonets fixed. I was sitting 
oTer the gate and I asked who they were. They said 
ih^ were Imim Bakhsb^s retainers; that be was coming 
presently to the gate; and Chat they were waiting to 
salute him and go with him. I suspected treachery, 
because 1 saw their hayonets on their guns, and 1 knew 
that the house m which Imdm Bakhsh lodged was a 
long way off and what they said was meaningless. I 
sent at once for Yfir ^Ali and conveyed a warning 
through him privately to Jawfihir ‘All Kbin. At that 
m(«ient Mohammad Bayit ^b&n, Hlrza Phalanri’s 
sondndaw, brother of Zakariyfi !^bi& Lihanri, had come 
90 and Was in deep ccaversation with Jawfibir 'Ali 
who pretended not to bear wbat Yir 'All arid and gave 
him no reply. He was not all disconcerted, but went 
•<»t hsteeing to Mnhammad Hayfit Y4r ‘AH was 

<»bbg^ to bring a company of irregniatt and post them 
near the palankeen. Jawfihir ‘Ali Ehdo, how«ver, did 
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not go out and Imdoa Bakhsh'e tegulara waited till . 
evening and retained without attaining their object. 

Tbia state of things continued for eight days. Hasan" 
Kbin sent a full account of all that happened, and 
how things were at Faiadbdd, to the Naw6b Asafu'd.* 
daulah, who sent orders for their return and to bring 
with them the musheta of the sepoys who batl mutinied. 
When they applied for the arms theBegacnsmd that she 
held them for her 84,000 rupees, and that if they paid het, 
they might take them. The Khdn gave a bond for tbe 
money to be paid a week after his return to Lucknow and. 
took the guns. So good came out of evil. This hap- 
pened in the month of Shaww41 1190 A-H. [1776 A.D^J. 
Things went on smoothly after this for five years. 

• From the beginning of the year 1189 A.H.[1775 A.D.] 

« ... in tbe time of Shuii'u’ddaulah, when 

Ef^Qta wnion ocour- > i 

rsd io Faisib&d diuifig be .returned from Baksar and took 

1183A.H. [17!9A,D.]. up his quarters in Faitihid okj, 

five pious membere of the medical profession from Delhi 

entered the service of the Naw4b and the Begams 

CD high salaries, Although each of them was to all 

appearances on terms of brotherly unity with the others^ 

.yet, owing to their profession as medical men, each 

secretly sought to surpass his rivals and further his own 

interests. Notwithstanding this jealousy, which is the 

most evil quality in man’s nature, each of them stood 

bound to the others by a mutual agreement on oath: so 

that, if any person of the most eminent attainmenU, even 

Jabr4,il himself from heaven, were to come and prove his 

medical skill or his learning* and literary knowledge, 

they would unite and by tbe vilest means rob him of hb 

* ‘ 'Ilfn' tefers Co all knowledge ociier thui Arabic j *Jasd)il ' rsfera 
, io Arelio liC«T»Ctm uiil die Qurtn and 
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rdputation^ &nd hj gross sisndsr drive Mm from the city, 
not esteemiog hissojoara boleralde for evec one Inoment, 
in order thet the local magnates might be whollj depend' 
ent OD them for xaedicine and regimen in sickness dnd 
advice as to their eternal interests, and that all fees and 
gratuities that were to Ite had might fall into their hands 
alone. Accordingly the late Muhammad Ma^41ij Kb4n 
• • • ihe Begam • * • charity to 

the indigent poor and the beggars of the city.* 

. • • e • • • 

and did not consult books. Arabic and Persian scholars 
of the city resorted to Maolavi Mohammad Munir for in- 
StructLon. Jawdhir' All Eh^ re tuned this estimable man 
u« his service. Muhammad hla'4lij Khdn began to satirize 
and slander the and persisted in doing so. For this 
reason Jawdhir *Ali Ehio became somewhat vexed with 
Ma‘&)ij Eh do and sought for a pretext to call him to 
account At this very time MulU ‘Abdu^lmajid arrived 
aiTd thus another learned man was in the city. Maulavi 
Muh ammad Munir joined * Abdn 'Imaj id. T he eunuchs of 
both Begaius were no longer able to bear the insults and 
insolence of Ma'ilij Ebio and were anxious to disgrace 
and discredit him. As these medical men, according to 
their religious views, execrated the martyr Zaid because 
he rebelled and laid claim to Imimat,f the eunuchs 
questioned ‘Abdo’lmajfd on this subject, and be said that 
this execration was wholly improper. Ma^dlij Eb4n, bear¬ 
ing that he adhered to this view, prepared to prove from 
the akiaifX of the Im&ms that it was proper thus to 

* 'Htis ifi Um one Iftowui which I hftVQ bMn to npplj. 

f When Imam Zunol^bdui dM, Ztiid bio 'AU bic Huan rsbellsd 
ftguDit Snhjtb^at bui 'AbdaliiuJik boi Karvn, than rolar of £tlik 
Mid ^iq.. Ea was kihed tad is knowa as ShtJud. 

t Plibal of ■ Mjiog or Mtnn secepted as a guide or rule is 
macUrs of IfahaiBcudan Uda 





OOStBOVBfiST. 






^ao&thematise. A day waa iixed for a meeting of th^ 
two pariiee at Bab&r *Ali Ebin’s house to discuss the 
point, and on the Sist Zicia‘d 119S A, H. [1779 A. D.} ‘ 
a gathering took place. First came Jawdbir ‘AU Ehdu 
with Maul ay i Muhammad Mnnir and his companions^ 
and he took his seat m Babdr ^Ali Khdn’s bouse. 
About two hundred of bis armed followers stood at the 
gate outside. Inside tbe house there were gathered 
about two or three hundred of Bahdr 'Ali ^h^n’s and 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Ehdn’s foUowers and serrants, and residents 
of the city and spectators came in great numbers, so that 
there were present over fifteen hundred persona, 
Muhammad Ma^dlij Khin came with a book from bis 
quarters at the Begam's gate, accompanied by his pupib ^ 
and his son, and sat down on one side with bis party; 
Then came Mafbd‘ ^Ali Ebdu with Mulld Abdulmajfd 
BQ<1 bis companions and a retinue of seryants and 
armed attendants. It was a great public gathering. 
Tbe followers and attendants of all parties were armed, 
hut they did not know that jt was merely a learned 
discussion that was going on in the house. Fancy log 
that there was a quarrel between their masters, they had 
gathered for their protection and were ready to fight; 
They stood in separate parties with the matches of their 
.guns aligiit. Notwithstanding the spaciousness *of the 
balls, which were built in three arcades, including the 
outer covered platform, and the great estent of the court* 
yard, the place was crammed with retainers, and they 
were so closely packed that it was difficult to draw breatl^ 
On the one side was Xghi ‘Abdu'Imaj^d; in the first 
place, a yomferous Trini Mu^al; m the second, one of 
a nadon who bold the people of India mdre contemptible 
than a blade of grass; in the third, a fluent speaker witA 
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ft {>!«a8iDg roice; in the fourth, in the prime of life, for 
he had not jet attained hie thirtieth year; aad fifthly, 
* supported by the most infiuentiai men of the city. On 
the other si^ was in all respects hie opposite; first, a man 
x>f small stature and stooped; secondly, old and weak, 
for he was more than seventy years of age; thirdly, 
ft^Icted for many years with palsy, which had bent his 
nei^, and one who had managed to sustain himself solely 
by the aid of medicme, whose veins stood out on his 
neck when he spoke and who had great difficiUty in 
uttering his words; fourthly, wholly unsupported and 
with the local magnates bent on his discomdture; lastly, 
UQAGcustomed to confront a public gathering. The 
£rdni Mughal demanded with a magniloquent air, *^What 
“ do you say regarding the martyred son of the Imdm T* 
The Ehdn first strained the veins of his neck, moved his 
stammering tongue, and at last, with the utmost effort 
^ter prolonged stuttering, said: ^*It is right to curse him.'’ 
*‘What is your proof?'’ said the other. The Kh4a 
replied: “In a reliable hadif it is—but, before 
he could quote the hadiff or complete his sentenoe, the 
HuUisaid: “ Beliable, what Is that?” The doctor, who 
was not al^ to speak, held a slip of paper in his band, 
but no one knew whether he had written on it the 
eorreet interpretatiou of the hadif or the words of the 
hadfj? dtself. He handed it to the Moghal, who threw it 
behind him and said: “Answer me in words." The 
Boa of the old man, who was sitting beside his father, 
was about to reply for him, but the Mughal said: “ Who 
ftg*.you that you ^ak? ” The Khdn said : “He is my 
son” “Who is fadier or son, I do not know,” said 
the Mughal; “ my controversy is with you.” The old ickui 
ftud his son bc^ beoame silent and said no more. The 
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.^Mugbal rose a&d said : to the Kbin Sdbib's 

imputations."* He then raised hia hands and in a loud 
Toice began to cry : Albamd i" All those present' 
ros^ up out of respect for him asd began to recite the 
Fdtiha. The place where they were assembled grew 
dark by their rising and all disUnction between master 
and servant, who was in front and who behind, was lost. 
The serrants, who were standing outside in the court* 
yard, ran to protect their masters and tried to get in, but 
coaid not They raised a loud cry. The armed men 
of both parties outside the bnilding thought that some 
one had been killed Inside. They rnshed wildly in. 
Though the gate was wide, each sought to get in before 
tbe other. A scramble ensued with swords, shields, atfd 
muskets. The news spread in the city. Tbe followers ^ 
of each public mao, who had been left behind at their 
houses, now hurried up in great excitement. Akbwand 
Abmnd ‘Ali, who was sittiog in the office in Ambar ^Ali 
Kbdn’s honse, and bad with him at the Hme, owing ^to 
tbe presence of the Bijas of Tiloi and Salon, and small 
zamindirs, and of some Sdbitkhini sepoys, about three 
hundred men, hurried up with them, fearing for Jawdhir 
^Ali Khdn’s safety, and arrired, but could not gee io. , 
Some wags took advant^e of the darkness and con* 
fusion to pull the turbans off people's heads and throw 
them into a deep but empty reservoir, while others drew 
out swords, defers, poniards, whatever they could lay 
their hands on, from their abeatba, and began to play 
Hke the fencers who cut capers and whirl themselves 


* Fltibft, tbe opeoiiig: c( the Oor^o, la redted m ac isToatiOQ b; 
|£uhaQiD*dABe ig rq>Mted orer the daftd. This eitaatioa vm m 
tbeuh the Mogbal were lejiag: “ He ie dtme fiv; let us prej otw 
Tam." 
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round at^out, crying dost,” before the of^ 

the Itddais during the first ten days of Muhwram. It 
was a marvellous tumult and no one knew what It was 
all about. Jawibir *Ali ^bin’s men, who were more 
numerous than those of any other leader present and 
W6]*e about five hundred, got the better of the rest. A 
second time there was a great scramble at the gate. 
Jawdhir ^Ali Eb^o, dmuingthe cause, extricated himself 
with much difficulty from the crowd and went up to the 
tpp storey of the house, which bad windows looking out 
upon the road. He opened the windows and showed 
himself to his men. When they saw their master safe 
they were sa tisfied. TranquiJl ity and q uiet were restore d. 
This tumult lasted from sunrise to noon on a day iu 
the cold weather. It euded at last, but for some dine 
after it was much talked of and people composed ballads 
and wrote narratives regarding it. 

^ Nawib Muhammad ‘Ali Ebdn, one of the eons of the 

_ „ paternal uncle of Abu’l Mansdr 

Javibir ‘Ali and Ebdo $ahiar Jang, who was appoint- 

of hi« pwrouftge of gOTernor of the Oudh Siibah after 
Nadir sbab s mvaaion, was created 
agent of the EhaLrdbdd sarkdr,* and for a long period 
managed that division of the sfibah. On one occasion 
be had an engagement with the rdjes of that neighbour¬ 
hood, who were rebellious and obstinately refused to pay 
the government revenue. A great battle ensued. The 
Kawdh applauded the bravery exhibited by his followers, 
leaped from the howdah of bis elephant, drew hie 
sword and slew the foolish leaders, but sustained 
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_ severe wounds himself and fell on the field. He almost 

_ > 

died, but- the Muslim proved victorious. Hundreds of 
unbelievers went to hell, and most of their women and • 
children were captured, When the Nawdb recovered 
from his wounds, he made eunuchs of the bojs, One* 
of them died and the rest lived. Among these wero 
Jawihir ‘Ali Khdn, ‘Ambar ‘All Khdn, Nishdt ‘Ali Kbdu, 
and others. He appointed Mirza Ahmad *AIi of Ehair* ^ 
ib^d tbeir tutor. Under him they studied the Qur^u, 
the Guiistdn and Bostdn of Sa'di, and several other 
Persian works which boys read. About this time 
Nawdb Safdar Jang come from ShihjAhdodbitd to Pdpar 
Ghdt and died there. The ^*awdb Begam brought his 
body in a coffin to Faisdbdd and interred it temporarily 
in the Gulib Bdri, a well'known garden, intending' . 
eventually to send it to SbdhjabdQdbdd. Shuji‘a’ddan« 
lah succeeded to the governorship of the Oudb Sdbab. 
Nawdb Muhammad 'AU Ehdn was removed from bis 
appointment for some disobedience on his son^s pSrt 
and came and settled in Mansiirnagar. He sent 'Ambajr 
'All Ehin, Nishdt ‘Ali Kh^n, and others to Shuji'u’d- 
daulah, and kept back for bis own service Jawibir ‘A!i 
^bdn, who promised to turn out a roau of intelligence, ^ 
good conduct, good appearance and heart. ShujA'uM- 
daulah came to know that be bad concealed a youth 
endowed with intelligence, dignity, and all good quali* 
ties, and he ordered Dinisb ‘Ali, one of his eunu^s, 
to bring the boy away from school without letting 
Jawitiir ^Ali Ehdu know. The eunuch went into the 
echool and said to the boy; “ The Naw^b wants you.'* 

The lad, who knew no other Nawdb but Muhammad‘All 
Kb^n, thought it was he who bad sent for him and 
came out. The eunneh mounted a horse at the door, 

• M 
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took the boy up bebiod him, rode off &t fall speed ftnd ^ 
arrired at Panj-Mabla. Shojd'u’ddaalah liked the boy 
'wbea be saw him, tod made bim over with the others 
to EbushQftZT *Ali Khin for their edncatioo. Mir Bidi^ 
Q’ddin of Bijoanr, whose brother’s daughter was married 
to the author of this work, was then ^ushnazr's 
steward and was appointed to take care of the boys. 
The Qdzi of the town of Hal^wdo, an old man, who 
was considerably versed in Arabic and Persian litera- 
titre, was appoioted their tutor. One day Shujd‘u’d« 
daulah sent for them all and examined them. Their 
teacher, who was an old dotard, was not exerting him¬ 
self properly as a tutor. The Kawib removed Jaw4bir 
from his care and placed bim under Nusrat 
'Adi, the supervisor of his seraglio. He was an ignor¬ 
ant man, bat stem and noted for his violence, wholly 
devoid of courtesy, sympathy, and tenderness r and he 
wished to engage a tator of bis own stamp, tyrannical 
and cruel, who would instruct with rod and whip. 
He resided near the Panj-Hahla in the place at the 
east corner of which now stands the bd,oli* constructed 
by Asafaddanlah. AJfbwand Ahmad ^Ali, a Shekk- 
' eida of Sasmandi, was so lucky as to be appoioted hm 
tutor. Though he was not a bard or ill-tempered man, 
he was a most succesa^ teacher. In a short time 
Jawdhir ^Ali Shin became {woffeient in the Bahdr.i- 
Danish, Skandamdma of Iluduni, Ydauf Zalalkbd of 
Jdrai, Che Masnavi Qhammat of Mulli Akram Eanjdhl 
E«ijdbi, and in the writing of nasta'liqf and orthogra¬ 
phy and letter*writing. Nnsrat 'Ali Ehin, who was an 
ind^^nt servant, eventually entrusted to bim the office 
of depQ^ supervisor or Kdrir to be always in attend^tce 

* A Avahin roozid it aad twp« Uadiog to kho water 

. tir brtUog ptfpCNMe. 

t A Btyle of bttfedwriuog. 
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at tlie ladies’ quarters, and lived himself at his ease. 
When NosraC *Ali died in 1181 A,H. [1767 A.D,], the 
post of Nizir WAS conferred oa Jawihir ‘All Kkin, aed 
he also held the appointment of superintendent of the 
Begam’s carriage'houses, in ivhich were nine hundred 
conveyance a. As he was thorough in the discharge of 
his duties in connection with the Begam's gate and the 
carriage'houses, he was gradually entrusted with the 
Naw^b’a private seal It was the practice that any 
magistrate of police (faujd4<r), when he obtained his 
appointment to any place, and any cavalry commandant, 
who procured an order for the pay of his troop, shonld 
pay ten per cent, for the affixing of the seal to tl^e 
order. In this way Jawihir ‘All Khin acquired authority • 
over all the collectors of the tnahils of the silbah and 
over the cavalry officers drawing pay of troops, who 
did not draw direct from the treasury, but from the 
maMls. He was afterwards entrusted with the admiia> 
istration of eight mabib in the south, which were 
included in Salon, and with other petty offices, such 
as the charge of horse and cattle-breeding and of the 
tolls of Wazirganj and Undm and of lsina‘i]« 

ganj, which is near Yahiyigaoj in Lucknow, and of the 
Haveli Khdps of Gorakhpur, which bad been assigned 
for the maintenance of the female attendants and slaves 
of the harem. The nobles and their descendants from 
Shibjahinib^d, who bad fallen into reduced circum¬ 
stances and lived on the crumbs of 5huji‘u’ddaulah’s * 
table, whose stipends were often not less than a thou¬ 
sand or two thousand, or five or fifteen hundred rupees, 
and singers and bards from Delhi, who used to draw 
allowances of four or five hundred rupees, were wholly 
dependent on him for drawing their pensions. E.very 
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moDth some new duty was imposed on bim. Coe regl* ^ 
meoL in bJack uniform and cavalry mounted &a horses 
found by the state were at hie service. His pomp and 
dignity were daily on the increase. Had Shujd'u^ddhpu- 
lah lived for a few years more, it is probable that the 
administration of half the Sdbab of Oadh would have 
become vested in Jawihir ‘Ali 5hdn. After Shujd*- 
u’ddaulah’s death Asafn’ddaulah went to Lucknow to 
reside, and the Khin remained with the Begam, as 
bh held the appointment of Ndzir. The Naw^b’s seal 
and the payment of troops were taken from him. He 
also lost Wasirganj and Ismablganj, but he continued 
to bold Salon and other small places. He was a eunuch 
^ ol the harem, ambitions, dignified, courteous, and pure. 
Bis liberality, generosity, and stability were Vinous. 

In the aervice of no state or noble, in no historical work, 
do we meet with anbther endowed with such splendid 
qualities, and at the same time so moderate in speech 
and so sincere in friendship. I, who, having been recoin* 
mended by Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali 5k6n to him, waa 
employed in his service and was constantly with him for 
twenty-seven years, from 1188 to 1214 A-H. [1774 to 
1799 A.D.], have told the troth, the whole truth, and have 
neither concealed nor exaggerated anything. He was ex¬ 
ceedingly modest and seasitive. From his early manhood 
to the close of life he never exposed his body. When 
he bathed, two attendants, old white-bearded men, rubbed 
him down. In the warm bath too be bad shampooers 
like them. He never wore coloured clothes, such as 
the coloured turban which came into fashion in ShujAS 
u'ddaulah's time, or even a coloured sbaw! round hie 
waist. In his private house he wore but one garment, 
and put another over it when be went to coiut. He 
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kept his eyes fixed on the ground. When he rode out, 
lie looked neither left nor rights He spoke very little, 
indeed not et all. His friends who gathered in the morn* 
log and evening talked to please him while he eat listen- 
iog in silence. He was so dignified that, when any pf 
Shaj4'n*ddanlah*s or Aeafu’ddanlah’e courtiers came to 
see him, he did not rise to receive them. He held 
rupees and gold-mnhars as light as pebbles and never « 
touched them. He never witnessed a dance or other 
entertainment. He was exceedingly fond of two things; 
one, a crowd of companions, servants, and infantry or 
cavalry; the other, boildings. If X wrote all about him, 

I should produce a separate bulky volume, but I will 
mention some points. A few out of mauy will aufifee. 

A notion of bis other habits and manners will be guessed 
from them. His diily life followed a strict routine 
unless and until broken by some unforeseen exigency. 
He used to leave theBegam’s residence about half an b our 
before sunrise and come into his own bouse. If It were 
winter, as soon as he had washed, be recited prayer, 
read a chapter of the Qnrdn, and then sat on a cuahion, 
wearing a long Sbdh Naw^kbdoi coat, nsaallj made 
of an embroidred sliawi and sometimes of kam^hw^b.* » 
He used to sit thus by a reservoir with, a shawl round 
him, and if he felt unusually cold he put a second one 
over it. Two or tliree friends dropped in and sat down 
with him. He said nothing. Hb friends talked, sonse* 
times about the stories they bad heard of Sbibjabla* 
^b&d and the Emperors, and sometimes about the Im&rns. 
HeUstenedi An hour after sunrise he ordered his break¬ 
fast. Delirious dishes 'of rice and pulse were served. 

* The stuff ecmniODlj called ‘ kincob* or * kmgoob/ estenaiTelj 
CMOufrctored« BeoSrai. ^ g ^ 
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The tablecloth glistened like a gerden with the colours 
of the meats and pickles. After breakfast, when a full 
watch of day bad passed, he tzsed to go in a palankeen 
with a large following to wait on the Begam in the 
palace, remain with her for an hour or more, return in 
the same style and hold otBoe for nearly an hour. After 
that he took a short nap. In the afternoon, after prayer 
and reading the Qnrho, he amused himself with archery 
in a large company, Later in the eTening* he used to 
go up to the housetop and practice at a target there, 
He receired company after sunset. Besides his old 
friends two or three learned men of the city, persoos of 
respectahility and position, used to come iu and sit with 
bi^. Sometimes the tale of Amir Hamza was told with 
'^great eloquence,. After supper, when a watch of night 
had passed, he went into the Begam’s prirate apart' 
ments to sleep. He used to go out once in every two 
or three days for recreation and an airing outside the 
city, and amuse himself with coursing and hawking. 
Although his income was not as great as it had been in 
the time of Shujd'u’ddaulah, be maintained a regular 
suite of companions and armed attendants, both footmen 
. and mounted retainers. He had not the least love for 
amassing money. He remitted all nasrs and audience* 
gratuities, passing them to his servants, were they only 
ten rupees or were they ten thousand. He merely took 
them and laid them on the ground. His attendants and 
domestics lifted them and divided them among them' 
selves. After Beni Babddur's imprisonment, Ede Kirp4 
Dayil and Din Dayil, residents of Awadh, applied to 
Ja^bir 'Ali Kbda to procure his release, and promised 
to pay him a lak of rupees as a nazr when they had 
eftected ^eir object for them. When their object bad 
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• g&med, Beni BAbidor came mth Sbekli Khw^Ja 
Muhammad Sbiu to JawiUir ^Ali ^hia, bringing 

fifty thousand rupees, and promised to pay the balance, 
bul he retnmed the 50,000 rupees and forgave the 
whole sum. If one were to say that he had netted U 
lak of rupees for nothing, he would remain silent, and 
exhibit no signs of gratification; or if one said be bad 
lost as much, he evinced no regret. 

On one occasion a hot dispute arose between 
maud, a foster child of Jaw^ir ‘Ali $b&Q*s, and the sons 
of Nawib Zafaru’ddanlah, eldest son of Nawab Mirza 
‘All in a Hindi fair. ^Aqalmaad made use of 

violent and abusive langnage and turned away. He 
came excited into the bouse. Zafaru’ddaulah heard* 
what bad happened. He was then drank and he mounted 
his horse and came with the men who were about 
him to the house to exact revenge. A watchmaa brought 
in word. Some friends and others were with Jawdhir 
^Ali Ehin, but ail were unarmed. He ordered the 
custodian of his amonry to give each a sword and 
shield. When the distnrbance was over, not one of 
them returned the weapons and he never asked for them. 

A large company was employed at Bab4r 'All Khku*s 
house one year, on the seventh of Mnharram, in the 
celebrationof the ta^ziadiri. The crowd was immense, 
and Jawibhir *AJi Kbin's servants had not room to stand 
round him. When the reading of ma^yas and the story 
was over, and the people rose np to beat their breasts, 
there was a light-fingered gentleman there who lifted a 
silver spittoon and carried it o£ Jawihir *A)i Kh&u 
saw that it was a Btnnger who was taking it, hut betook 
no notice of the theft. When he returned to his house he 
said to me: Yon vrere quite close to me. Did you see^ 
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tbo thief’s trick?” 1 said I did not “ There was,** be 
continued, “ a stranger who took somethiug.” The fart 
is, that he felt it was not cousisteut with the digsitj and 
respectahllity of his position that he should stand up Tn a 
pAibiic gathering and ask the man who be was, and why he 
was taking the thing. A similar occurrence happened 
when he entertained Mr. Middleton and other Eaglishmeo. 
Six of them were sitting on chairs watching a dance. Their 
servants were standing in attendance, and had set before 
them gold and silver betel*boxes and ecent bottles and 
trays and spray-d iff users belonging to the host. When 
the guests departed, the servants emptied the betel'boxeS) 
anj one of them took the gold lid of a box and carried il 
/away in his pocket. Jawihir ^Ali Sh^n noticed this but 
said Dothiug. When all bad gone and search waa made, 
it could not be found out who had taken the lid. He 
then told how the servant of a certain EngHshoian had 
pnV'it in bis pocket and taken it away. At last word 
was sent to Hulis Ede, the English Dfwdn, and he made 
in<iuli'ies and returned the article. 

^Anibar ‘Ali Khdn was appointed police magistrate 
efSarkdr ^niribdJ. Jawdbir ‘A li Eh jin said to him; 
^ It is no good your taking office In yonr own city. I 
wish you bad taken another mahil. The subjects and 
‘^residents will enjoy favours,, good treatment, and pro* 
^fectioD, and you wilt have to give ma‘dfis and pcosious 
'*and stipends, and help people and give money away. 
“ If you don't, where is the pleasure of your position at 
“Pairdb^d?”* 

After the death of the elder Begam, Xsafu ddaulak 
arrested Muharram Alt Khdn and Matbd' Ali Ehdn 
jhi embezdement of the treasures, yeweilery,, eash^ and 
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other property oi bis grandniotber, ATid imprisooed 
them Bod seat for them to Lucknow. XahdD ‘Ali Kb4n, 
who wae XsBfn'ddaulah’a Ndar, had an enmity of long^ 
staading ^aiost these two men and osed every secret 
endeavour to work their disgrace. He was with them. 
Jawdhii* ‘Ah who had gone to Lucknow with the 
usual compUmentary robe from the Begam for presenta* 
tion on the Nawdh’s birth^day ao&iversaiy, was return¬ 
ing and met them on the way. Be called Bathd^ ‘Alt 
Ebiu aside and i^hispered to him not to give way ,to 
fear, but to speak ont resolutely; and if the Kawib, on 
the calumnioQS and malidoos representations of Tah- 
sin, asked for more than was in the Begatu’s coders, ho 
should maintain his self-respect and pay over, adding, 

** 1 have a lak or two of rap^ and you are welcome 
“ Co them. The moment I get a hint from you, Til send 
“ them.” 

While Jawdbir 'Ali was away at Luckno^, a 

sepoy, one of the watchmen left in charge of bis house^ 
stole a hag of rupees from some place, and afterwards waa 
overcome by fear and threw it away under a tree in the 
courtyard. Hs told hie superior officer, who Ufted the 
bag of money and took it to keep. When Jaw^hir ‘Ali'* 
Kbiin returned, the officer gave up the bag of money and 
told him what had happened. He said nothing, and, 
when the officer expressed his wonder that he ordered 
no one to Cake charge of the money, be remarked, “ Ho 
“ took it It was bis father^s.’’* 

A Mughal pedlar frora irin brought webs of Eibul 
cloths and woollen Kashmir goods, each as the nobles 
and princes of those countries wore in the extreme cold 


* This Bieans favihLr ’All loot*! m his sepoys as his sona 
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and ifi the rainy Sdason. He laid out tUe goods and tli^y 
were sold for 10,000 rupees. Jawihir ^AU Khda^kept the 
goods and told me to pay tbe tnoney to the trader. 
AJthwand ALmad 'Ali, tbe bead of tbe treasury, said* Co 
bim, “ Sic, you bare in your wardrobe au endless stock 
^‘^of splendid clotbes usually worn in tbU country. 
Those clothes are not tbe sort in fashion here. What 
tbe use of spending money unoecessarily?^’ Tbe 
reply came: This poor Mughal has travelled a long 
way in the hope of profit. He has pome to Lucknow, 
<> thinking Hinddstio a rich country and its inhabitants 
wealthy. There there are Asafu’ddaulab, the Wazir 
Hindilst^, whose liberality is famous, Hasan 
** Sazd ^hdn, Haidar Beg ^dn’s deputy, and 
** Tikait Rie and hundreds of other wealthy menj but 
sot one of them has deigned to patconite him, so be 
has come on to Faizdbdd. Beyond this where is he to 
*‘go? If ha has to carry his goods back to his native 
** ctfunCry, be will perish of grief on the way. This 
money, which 1 have deposited in these bodies in ray 
treasury, will not last. 1 take these goods instead 
** of that money. For the mere keeping, a stone is as 
good as a bit of silver/’ Tbe Mughal sang his praises 
and set out for bis native land. 

Jawdhir ‘All Kh&n had many companions and sepoys 
in bis service. * ^o year or month passed without bis 
adding to their number. Tbe monthly disbursements of 
pensions to various persons ranged from five to one 
hundred rupees each. Before this it bad been usual to 
' entertain such as courtiers on written promises of one 
hundred rupees, pay and accoutrements, and horses 
were provided for them from the government stables. 
It often happened that these men embezzled their 
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AccoutremeotSf Aod yet he nerer enquired for them or 
tried to UAce them. 

It waa owing to hie efforts that the ohaerraace of 
ooogregatioQal prajer wee introdaoed into Faizdbidj 
which was not an eatahlished rale of faith with Shfa‘e/' 
Aa the reaidenta were not habitnated to or inclined to 
meet for public prayer, why should indiriduals undergo 
an irksome and disagreeable ^al in the rains, or in a 
hesTj shower, or in the early morning in winter, wheo 
disclined to leaye their houses, particularly as their 
^uses were far from the goTernment mosque? When 
he'saw this, he engaged ten or twenty men as serrants 
to bring companies of people to the mosque to pray 
the fiye appointed hours. 

As a special rule, he used to make most appoint* 
mente on the recommendadons of others. One of his 
companions objected that persons appointed on recom* 
mendations were not careful in attending to their duties, 
and ‘*what,” asked he, “ is the good of appointing such 
pers ons ? * ’ He answered, * ‘ People of independent mean a 
like oock'fightiog and matching larks, partridges, and 
amandaTas, and breed and keep birds of many kinds. 
‘'My fancy is the care of men. The reason of my 
'^entertaining persons on recommendations is, 1 myself 
“like men, and I gain them in every way, and two 
people are pleased, the recommender and the recom* 
“ mended." Those who came daily to pay him court, he' 
kept hanging on for months. When such a one became 
diahearteued and had no hope of immediate appoin^ent, 
he was pleasantly surprised to see Jawdhir 'Ali Kbdn 
draw out a bundle of memoranda of pay for the past two 
or three months in his own hand writing and signed, which ^ 


63 


yULL ACCOUNT OP 


be had been keeping ia bis writing-desk. Wben he 
sew a table'Servant or house-servant wearing dirtj 
clothes or in great need, be used to give him some of 
these memoranda bearing his signature, and tell him 
to take them to so and so. The latter, who had grown 
hopeless, saw how they had been registered as iu employ¬ 
ment for three or four months past, and now they were 
getting a hundred rupees or the like, and so they gave 
the servants whatever they had at the moment to ^ve. 
Every year be had ten or twenty new coats and trou¬ 
sers made, and he used to distribnte his old clothes 
among his needy friends. Thus his winter clothing, 
such as overcoats, cloaks, quilts, long-coats, shcrt-coats, 
aiTd shawls, never went on from one year into another. 
It was the same with his riding horsesl Bound him 
were gathered the foremost in all arts and profesioos, 
men of learning, physicians, penmen, archers, stone* 
polishers, mounted nod infantry soldiers of every dea* 
crfption, red-coated regulars, black-dressed irregulars, 
and S^bit^hdois, Mew&tis, Bundelas, and Cbandelas. 
When he went up to his housetop for target practice, 
there were round him below on every side infantry in 
uniform under arms, standing steady as pictures on a 
wall. Wherever he turned, his eye fell on them. They 
were ready to take any orders. On the occasions of 
tbe marriages of either sons or daughters of his proteges, 
be gave money to them according to rank in addition 
to their fixed pay. If one died, ho paid up his salary 
to tbe date of his death, and evinced great tenderness 
for bis helpless survivors. He loved cleanliness, wash¬ 
ing, sweeping, neatness. No friend even of his was 
permitted to come in with iron-heeled shoes lest their 
macks should be seen in tbe courtyard of the house,. 
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.and uo one was allowed to eat betel or expectorate on 
tbe gromid. From tbe beginning of bia career be waa 
accustomed to ride on an elepbant or in a Hindiistdni 
pal^keen. But in tbe rains be adopted tbe “sabn)c> 
raw”* as a means of conreyance. It was be wbq; 
inrented the aabnkraw,” which all the independent 
residents of Faizibid and Lucknow snbsequently adopt- 
ed. When Nawdb Xeafu’ddaulab came from Lucknow 
to Faizibdd on any occasion, most of his courtiers in 
atteodance, and even nobles of independent means, came 
to see him, and they never left him empty handed. 
One recommended a person for employment, another 
asked for a horse to ride, a third for a shawl, a fourth for 
money, and so on; none left without gaining his objedt. 
In tbe latter part of his life he used to ride on hors a- 
back. Be used merely to pass through the city ou ati 
elephant or in a palankeen: but outside the city he 
mounted a horse and rode alone four or five miles. He 
galloped Tjolently. Not one of bis escort could keep 
up with liim. If any one did happen to overtake him, 
he gave him a present of a conpfe of gold coins.’ He 
was a shapely, well'made, and well-proportioned man^ 
erect, but of middle height, who wore bis clothes to , 
advantage. He was dignified and firm, and as liberal as 
resolute, modest, d'erout, and consistent. At the time of 
Asafu’ddaulah's death he camo to Lucknow with the 
Bahu Begam, and lived with her for a year and eight 
months in RiJ,a Jh^ La4’8 Bdrahdari, opposite (aa 
edifice)f which was built by the Nawih on an elevated 
spot' During all three seasons, winter, summer, and r&ine^ 
he was unaffected by climatic influences. My pen is not 

* Lit. '*qQlck*moT»r," a Vtnd of open aodfta. 

t Ther« is a verd vantiog in tbe original, and 1 bare het* 
Bserted the gaoend term ‘ edifice.'' 
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equal to the record of bis good qualiUes. He died iiV 
bis £f^7*9eTeQtb jear ou the i5tb JaED^dl^n’n^Di, 1314 
A.H. [1799 A,D.], after an illness of ten or twelve 
da^s, and was buried in the Im^mbdra which he* had 
^imself built The building was a wooden one in those 
dajs, but after his death Dirib ‘All Ebin greatly 
enlarged it and made a brick building. I wrote, at 
Dirib 'All Kbdn's request, the quatrain which is 
inscribed on his tomb:— 

. Wk«A tblfi great mao, a Jewel rightly oamod, 

Tc reel beneath the dust of earth was laid, 

Ihe great arohaugel thus his death ^roolofmed: 

Lo ] at the Irntn'e feet hie graTe is made.”* 

I now return to the history of Faizibid, which Is the 
History of Faialfcid subject of this volume. After 

wBomed. Shuji‘u’ddaulab’s death, and the 

removal of ^safu’ddaukh to Lucknow, some nobles and 
grandees continued to reside in Faizibid and would not 
fopsake the place. There was Nawib ^dni’nnisa Begam, 
Shuji'a’ddsulab's mother. He had made a residence 
for her within the fort, a copy of the birahdari and 
residence built by Nawib Ja^£ir Khin ‘Alamgiri, which 
she had seen at Shibjahinibid. He was rebuilding this 
* residence of hers, and she had left the fort and gone to 
reside for the time at the Moti Bdgb, which is lo the 
Chauk, when the Nawib died before completing the work. 
The Nawib Begam therefore remained in tbe Moti High. 
She bad four hundred sepoys to guard her palace ; and 
learned men and physicians and nobles, and some 
descendants of the Delhi families, and courtier* eunuchs 
were in her service. Mauy eunuchs, such as Muharram 
^Ah^in Nizir, Ma(bil^ *Ali Ehio, Iltifit 'Ali Kbin, 

* k A obroiMgmfii. The laet licd in th« origlcAl yields the 
date. Kdte ' JawdbJt’ meena ‘ jewel' 
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Main Su^ofaliim, MUn J&wec], Babray^b, and Ddn£, 
*and Bakkt4var, T^bosb, aod Sbafqat Begam, and 
Pokbrijj employed on dnties within and without the 
palace, and othera on her establishment as heads of 
offices, bankers and assayers employed in her treasury,^ 
and superintendents of her carriage-honses and elephant 
stalls, persons employed in one capacity or another, in 
all about one thonsand souls, were dependent upon her 
bounty. Then there were her collectors on her jigirs, 
wbo managed for her parganas Bib dr, 'Aliganj,Bahutd,i 4 
Begamganj and Bdeganj. 

A second was the Jin dhd*'Aliya Muta'diiya Kawdb 
Bahn Begam, Sbujd'nMdanlab’s widow, wbo held as her 
private estate large mahdls, such as Salon, SimrautS, 
Mohanganj, Jd,is, KoiA Parsidhipnr, Rdkha, Althd, and 
zila's, snch as Mirganj, Sindh, Ghori&hid, Nawdbganj, 
Garhaiya, Furaatganj, and Bananra on the sonth, Nawkb* 
gabj on the north, Tindah on the east and lema^lganj neaf 
Luckuow on the west, and the Qhailadd^ and Fatahddgh^ 
and another IsmaUganj near Tahiydganj and Wazlrganj, 
which was situated between Mohdn and Lucknow, and 
TJndm and Begam Bdii* Among her eunuchs 

vere—(!) The Nawdb Ndzir, Jawibir 'AU £h4n,* who 
loved power and position, retanue and followers, who 
administered the southern mah&ls and had some other 
miscelianeons dnties besides, and there were eight or ten 
thousand men of all degrees under him in vaiious capa* 
cities: (2) Bahdr 'Ali Shdo, who had charge of Tindah 
and of Nawdbganj on the north side of the Gh4g», 
and entertained three hundred sepoys in sdffition to 
armed process-servers employed in revenae coUectioa 
on his mabils: (S) 8hikoh 'All l^hio, who held 
Isma'IIganj near Lucknow and had a company of regulars; 
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(4) Bas&Dt *Ali Khda, governor of Begau Biii,Trith 
wore tea or twenty sepoy a. Other eunuche such as 
Midn ldr4h, Firisat, ^Aqalmand, YdqiStl^b&Qif Aqal- 
mand KapUn, Miin i^huram^ and Kikhat, Subai), ]?4r4b 
'All Rbinr Mi4a Tarb, Najdbat, Ebusbdil, YdqdCf !^bur- 
shedf Sakbdivat, Bashdrat, Rozafziin^ Zatnurrad Mujalli,* 
Zamurrad Darbdri, Kbusb'chasbm, Zu'lfaqir, Midn Dau* 
lat, ‘Ishrat, and others, were entertamed for various offices 
wichio and without the palace. There were also servants 
attached to the elephant stalls, the stables and coach¬ 
houses, house-servants, messengers, slaves, mace-bearers, 
accouDtauts, and artisans attached to the factories. 

A third was Bani Ebdnaiu Sihiba, Nsjtnu'ddaulah's 
wife, who drew 6ve thousand rupees from the local gov- 
' eminent, and also bad private savings of her own to 
spend. She had guards, an escort, and many relatives 
whom she supported. A fourth was Nawib Zafaru’d- 
daulab, eldest son of Nawib Mfraa 'All Ehdn. A fifth 
was Sarkdr Husen 'Ali Ebdo, who was reputed son-in- 
law of the No wdb Begam. By the continued residence 
of these nobles, the splendour of Faiz^bdd was still undi¬ 
minished; and when hliraa Muhammad Naqi and Mfrza 
Mubammand Naslrlook up their residence here, some 
Others obtained a livelihood through them. And then 
there were the establishments of ocher noble matrons, 
such aa Hinga Begam, Bdndi Begam, Xmina Begam, and of 
the sons of Burhinu’Imulk’s chief wife, besides the wives 
and sons of Nawib Muhammad Quli Ebdn Shahid. The 
people of the city, owing to the large demand created by 
these numbers, imported all kinds of goods with feel¬ 
ings of assurance: and they sold them among these 
household5 and establishments, and lived prosperously. 

* Should probably be Uahali os opposed to Barbiri fbUovmg. 
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^ AUhodgli tbo sliopd of tr^derd &Qd artisans were oot to any 
great extent deserted, yet tbe houses of the csv^rj officers 
and the cantonments, which formed a large part of the 
city? were forsaken and became ruined. The landholders 
round about, finding the land unoccupied, broke it 
into fields and cultirated it as before, and cultivators* 
houses began to spHng up among the fields. Were any 
one, who bad left the city shortly after Shuji'u’ddaalah^s 
death, to return a few years later, it would seem to him 
almost a desert. Thus the dty remained for seven yeat^. 

There was in Bani Eb^nam's honse a young woman 
First nap tore, imim* named Ndr Jah^D, daughter of a 

*Aii sod Bsoi had given her in marriage to Mfr 
gbinam. Muhammad Sal4h, a Saiyad, the son 

of the tutor whom she employed for her sons. This 
young man was ignorant, ugly, foolish, empty-headed, 
easy going, and his wife was wise, quick-witted, ^re* 
sumptuous, and etubbom, and held ber husband lighter 
than the servants. She resented being called his wife 
and kept him at a distance. When she was invested with 
the snperior charge of theShioam’s private purge, jewels, 
and other departments, she withdrew herself wholly from • 
ber husband and sbe would not even see him. Agbd ‘AU 
Ehin, Bani Ehinam’s fall brother, being house-steward 
to his sister, fell in love with Ndr Jahdn, and went so far 
that people began to talk scandal about their illicit love, 
until Sdjida Kbinam, a servant of Bani Ehdnam's, and 
mother-in-law of Mfrza ShekhA, one of JawAhii *AH 
Ehd^’s intimates, having been turned out for some secret 
grudge, came helpless to Uirza She^bd’s house and 
represented her poverty and complained of ^lir Jahdn^s 
miscondnet. Uirza Shekhi had to wait for a long time 
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to avenge himself on Ndr Jabdn. Now it happened^ 
that ‘Ali Beg Khdn'a hamindm* was close to Jawdhir ‘Ali 
i^hdo^s house, and adjoined Agbd 'All Khin's house. 
Jawdhir ^Ali Khdn had frocn time to time repaired^ the 
^ined or demand buildings of this haiumdra, and Xghi 
‘All ^dn was afraid that Jawdhir ‘Ali Shin might lay 
claim to the bammdm and take possession of it. So at 
night be gave instructions to his men, brohe all the win* 
doW'panes, undid all the repairs, and rendered the build* 
ing useless. This act was very offensive to Jawdbir 
‘Ali Eihin. When M(rza Shekhd observed Jawdhir ‘Ali 
Khin thristing for revenge, be sent for Muhammad 
Salib, Niir Jabdn*s husband, who was at his wit's end, 
ami said to him in private, “ You are a wonderfully 
'^'shameless and unjealoue fellow, for Xgb4 ‘Ali baa 
“your wife and you are doing nothing.” He replied 
am a weak and wealthless man, and my enemy ia 
“ both strong aud wealthy. Can a straw ^ght a moun- 
‘‘tlin?” “Write,” said the other, “a petition to the 
“ Bahu Begam disclosing the facts, and present it 
“ through Jawihir ‘All Kbin. He will protect you in 
“every way and will even get you a monthly allow* 

. “ance.” A strong pledge was given, and Muhammad 
Salih employed me secretly to write his petition, and 
he signed it. Mirsa Shei^bi also instructed him to 
apply to the Qdzi of the city. The Qizi came and 
said, “I have little power. How can 1 contend against 
“Baoi Ehiuam^s brother?” A bint was given to the 
Qdzi that be would be supported. One night Jawdhir 
*AU read the petition to the Bahu Begam and told 
her the whole story. Though the Begam was fond of 
Ban! ^dnam, she was very angry at Agbi ^Ali Khdn's 
* Hammim Is a bouse fitted up as ft b&tb. 
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^midooDduet. Sbe ordered the case to be laid before • 
the Q^i/aod eeid the petitioner should let the Mueat* 
tn^QS of the dty hoow about his case and gain their 
support, but,” she added, not be Bam Khi- 

'' nam's abettor In this matter of hfusUm law.” 8trao&^ 
to say, Bani Ehdnam had not the slightest iuformatioa 
of this move from first to Inst: and, although Aghi. ^AlJ 
Khin heard rumours of it, he did not believe them. * 

When the day arrived that they had fixed on for 
carrying off Nfir Jahdn from Bani Kbinam's residence, 
Muhammad Saldh went first of all to the Qizi and 
complained. The Qizi came and tock his seat at *Ali 
Beg Ebdn’s mosque. Bashirat and Sa^idat, two of tl^e 
Bahu Begam^s eunuchs, attended at the mosque by* 
Jawihir ‘Ali Kb in's order to support the Qizi. The 
Qizi sent a verbal order to Bani Khinam requiring her 
to deliver Kir Jab in to her husband, who bad lodged 
a complaint before him, under penalty of a geneutl 
assanh in case of non •compliance. The Khinam, who 
was wholly ignorant of the plot, was completely taken 
aback, and said, ‘'How has Muhammad Salih grown 
so bold? Maybe, the Qiii is mad. They are both 
my servants and I am my own mistress.” She ignored 
the order. .The eunuchs returned and told the Q^, • 

who raised the cry, “ Dln'i'Mnh^nmad. Let Mohara- 
‘‘madans stand by me!” The servants, mainly of 
Jawihir ‘AU Kb in, ft thousand or two thousand men, 
who had on black uniform, threw off their coloured 
clothes, put on white, raised banners on their shoulders, 
and came up in crowds from various aides, crying, 
•'Din! Dlnl” At another side Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali 
was holding court with a crowd of foot«floldiera in at* 
Wadance, and landlords and their relations and brotbert, ♦ 
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Some three hundred people were there. These too cam& 
with swords and shields, and joined the Q^zT. 

^Ali one of the Nawdb Gegam's ennuobsj also 

came op with fortij or fifty men to help the Qizi. Test 
“concourse of spectators, both Musalmins and Hindiis, 
came together, The whole mess moved with a united 
rush to Bani Kliinnra's gate. Tbe street was narrow 
/ and the throng was so great that the men could not use 
their swords and shields, and were obliged to hold them 
aloft over their heads. The Khinatn's sepoys, who 
were about a hundred and fifty, fied from the gate, 
fearmg for their lives. The eunuchs came out from the 
"private rooms, lifted Ndr Jahin in their arras, placed her 
in a paltry litter, threw a sheet around it, and brought 
her out carried by two hearers, and lodged her in Khil- 
ram the eunuch's house. Xghi *Ali Eh in was lying 
Kid In bis house, which was behind Bani Khdnam’s man* 
aipa. The crowd dispersed. The Qisi receiTed a shawl 
in complimeot from Jawdhir ^Ali Khin, aud Muhammad 
Sal^h was given fifty rupees to meet pressing claims. 
Ndr Jah^n proved so wanton and impudent that, oot* 
Wt^standiog this great riot, she loudly abused Muham* 
Q»d Salih, and cared uothing for the crowd. 

After a few days she was removed from ^uram's 
house to another building near ‘Ambar ‘AU Khiti's 
Blable, where Jawihlr ^AU Kitin's horses and grooms 
were located, and she lived here with Jawihir Ali 
Ehin’s permission. She now made a show of reconci¬ 
liation in order to deceive her husband, and feigned 
so deep an affection for him, and was so successful in 
hoT show, that his suspicions were completely lulled, 
and he began to believe that she waH really in IdVH 
with him. As lack would have it, there was ia the top 
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storey of this build mg on the west side a ^rindow, and 
on tbe eaole side on the top of the haromdm, which had 
led to all tbe trouble, there was a wooden screen. Here 
Xgb^ ^Ali made it bis practice to sit. He re*- 

moved a plaok and used to converse with her by sigusy.* 
whiie on her side Nitr Jahdn opened the window and 
complained of tbe pangs of separation. This went on 
©very day. 

Mir Ghuldui Imdcn, tbe Faujdir of Salon, happened 
to come into Falzsib^d and put up in the chamber oven 
the gate leading into ‘Ambar ‘Ali Eh^^s thatched 
house. As this room was opposite those other twcr 
buildings, he saw the game that was going otf. He told 
me, and 1 told Jawdbir ‘Ali Ehda. The grooms wcr& 
<n’dered to prevent hor opening the window, and to 
watch her. When an end was put to these interviews, 
which had been their mutual solace, NdrJahin repre« 
seated to Jawdbir ^Ali Khdn, through Muhammad Salih^ 
bow she was alone in that house, and Muhammad Salilr 
was mostly absent in attendance on him, and she bad 
no one to speak to, and she earnestly entreated bio^ 
to allow some woman, a resident of tbe city who had 
an attachment for her, to come occasionally to cheer 
her up. Jaw&hir Ali $faia gave permission. Accord^ 
ingly a coTered litter came every now and then and left 
after two or three days. The grooms were thurthroWK 
off tb eir guard. She then re sorted to another ccm tmafiije 
and joined interest with Mlrza Sbekhi tO' obtain em^ 
ploytneat for bis mo therein'law, whose dismissal had 
been the root of all this quarrel, and sent him word that, 
ff by his aid she could effect her return to Baai EChd-^ 
nam, she would procure service for hts mother-in-law 
with increased wages. Mirza Shelii:hd went to her bouse 
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oQd nigbt, &od A solemn engagement was entered iat^ 
between tbem. Ndr Jab^n then sent wot^ to Xgh^ 
^Ali Khin that she had e&cted a compromise between 
her haahand and Mirza Sbekhd, and asked hihi to 
-tell the Ehhnam to send for her. ‘Ali Kbia 

€rst conciliated Muhammad Saldb with a monthly 
allowance of twenty rupees, and then conveyed the 
message to the Shdnaar. Two modves acted on Bani 
Kh&Qami first, Ndr Jabdn was her private factotum 
and gare her entire satisfaction, whereas her successor 
did not plcBseher and caused her discomfort; secondly, 
she bad felt Nik Johda's forcible removal an insult and 
wanted revenge. Sbe went to the Bahn Begara^s palace 
remained there for two or three days, On the 
fourth day she broacbed the subject and said that Mu¬ 
hammad SalAh was the son of a slave of hers, and be 
had consented to Ndr Jahdn's returning to her, and 
she added that be was at the gate. The fact wae 
tSat Muhammad Saidh bad disappeared some ten or 
twelve days before from Jawihir‘Ali Khin's, and no 
one knew anything about him, what us up, and why 
he did return. Bahdr ‘Ali Shdn was at this time 
lor some reason displeased with Jaw4hir ‘All Ebin and 
he had also sided with Bani and he used to 

venture c^inioas favorable to the latter >a the Begam's 
presence. The Begam now g^ve the permission which 
Ndr Jahdn's husband ashed for, saying that, if he wae 
satisfied, bemigh^ beep her where he leased: that he 
was her master. There was a carriage at the Begam> 
gate and the infantry escort was in waiting. It began to 
lOiiJXs. Jawdhir ^Ali Kbhn was sitting after evenit^ 
prayer, and I was in attendsrree on him. In came a 
groom from the stabler and announced that Ndr Jabia 
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Iia(3 fled; that the grootoa had taken het ifor the filend 
who u9ed*to come occeaionelly to see her; bat that 
when they went into the house they found no one there. 
Jewdhir ‘All Shin ordered them to bring her bach, 
and spoke loosely to Mfrza Shel^bd, who happened to * 
come in, and said, “The care that Her Highness the 
“ Begem took for Allah's sake of the seed of the Pro« 

‘‘pbet will have its reward: let her do aa she pleases 
^^aow, hut let us exert our6el76s/’ Then he des> 
patched his sepoys and spies to hunt for her, and And* 
out where she had gone. Hundreds were spread 
through the city for this purpose. While this waa 
going on, a foot-guard stationed at the Begam’s gate^ 
announced that Niir Jabdn had entered the palace nbont • 
half an boor before, end that Bani Kbdnam was now 
about to dri7e her off with her in her caridage to her 
house. Jawdhir 'All ^in was atlll more highly enraged 
ou hearing this, and told his sepoys to prevent their 
departure; and, if Bani Kbinam passed by the walls 
of his house, to put their hands fearlessly into her 
carriage, drag Nur Jab^in out, and bring her in to him 
amid all the rain, lightning, and thunder. Hundreds of 
irregulars were statieaed in every street. Bani Khinam, * 
when she heard this, was in a fls, foe she could not go, 
and it was not well to 1 ‘emaia: so she spoke to the 
Begam, who sent a eunuch to Jawdhir AH Khin, 
saying, “ What has come over you that you stop tbe 
•*way? Drop your foolish determination.'’ Jawihir 
Ali Kbdu was so carried away by tbe heat of passion 
and by overwhelming rage that, he was reckless of his 
life itself, and, quite forgettiug the relation of master 
and servant, he returned no answer to this message ; 
bnt (after the messenger left^ he again charged his » 
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Bepoys not to leave theii* posts even fib cold he oide? 
them, and to stop the carriage, and to say that they 
did not care for Jawibir ‘All Klidn or for their employ* 
ment} that they vere Musalindns and their creed was 
the Muslim; that they would soon join in a general 
rising, snatch the lawful wife of a Siuyad from her 
paramour and gire her to ber husband; “ the obser- 
vance of our faitb deni and a that, though we bo slain, 
“ Saiyada should live with her Saiyad.” As the other 
eunuchs had not a sufficient armed force to face Jawdhlc 
'All Kbdfi*s men and remove them, the Begam cnnti* 
Tiued constantly sending her eunuchs to Jawdbir 'All 
^Kbdn, while he returned no answer and only fumed 
with rage. After a protracted in terdmnge of messages 
it was Agreed that, if Muhammad SaUh would come 
himself, and say that he had got his wife and would now 
keep her wherever he pleased, Jawdhir Ali Kbdn would 
'raise no objection and would let ber go. When Mu¬ 
hammad Saldh heard this, the people warned him not 
to go or he would be killed. He fled for bis life to ^ 
dai'k and narrow house where he kid himself- The 
more they eearohed the more hopeless was their hunt 
for him, After a long search they diacovered him la 
the gong'Striker's house, and dragged him to the gate. 
He said, Por God's sake, don't take me before Jawdhlr 
'Ali Ebdn." He sat in a litter borne by bearers with 
R curtain thrown over bis face, Jawdhir *Ali KhAn, who 
was as usual passing the nJgbt within the Begam’s* 
harom, eame out and went to the gate. M^ubammad 
Salih said aloud, “ God save your honour, I have got 
^ tty wife by your htJp, and now I wish her to xemaln 
♦‘with Ban! Kh6nam, my old boaefectress.” As he 
pttered ^ese words, an aj^alling peal of thuuder was 
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li«&rd> fttid A bolt of lightning fell to oftrtb, which 
stunned the bearers. Jawihir ^Aii sent and ordered 
bis men to withdraw and clear the road. Bani Sbdnaia 
recuBned to her honue with Kiir Jahdn and rejoiced in 
her success. 

• 

A cavalry officer died and a Mewdti named Mamrez 

AnothK riotous ® companion of ‘Ali Beg- 

oooumuoe within tb« Khdn, was appointed by Jawdhir 
‘Ali Khdn in his place, and he was 
stationed at Salon with twenty^dve horse and seven 
hundred foot. After Shnjd^a'ddaulalfs death he went 
to Lucknow, but seeing the changes for the worse 
caused by Xsafn'ddaulah's apathy, he returned to Faiz> 
abdd and, entering the Bahu Begam’s service, wsis 
placed over a hundred and £fty men on guard at the 
palace gate and round the buUdiog. The rest of his 
old troop were detached for duty under revenue 
collectors in the Begam’s maUils. Jawihir ‘Ali Khia, 
oat of kindness gave him a female elephant to ri<ie> 
and every month used to give him a shawl and other 
presents to mark his dignity until His importance be¬ 
came doubled. Two others of his cUn were employed 
as non*commissioned officers: Gh4si Kbin, who was in. 
the Naw&h Begam's service in command of one hundred 
men, a1!d Bhdre Khia, who bad a like number under 
Babir All Ebdn's orders in the Bahu Begam's service. 
These two men were exceedingly jealous of Mamrez 
Ehin and desired to overthrow him somehow or other* 
It happened that a sepoy named Shah^b Kh^u ohcaiaed 
two months’ leave of absebce from Mamres Ebda and 
went to his home. He returned after a year and de¬ 
manded pay. Mamrez Khdu gave him two months’ pay 
and dismissed bin?- When Mamretit Eb^n went with 
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Akhwand Alimad ^Ali to Salon, Shabl,b ^dn obtained 
tbrottgh Ydc ‘Ali, a protegd of Jawdhir ‘AU 5bdn's, 
re-emplajment at tha bead of dfty Mewitis. He bad 
been cberiehlog resentment against Mamre 2 Kbin •and 
be now joined cause with Ghdsi Khdn and Bbdre ^hdn, 
and eagerly bent bimself to compass Matnrez Kbdn'a ruin. 
His caste'brotbers wore posted at Simrautd, a mabil 
in the Baku Begam’s jdgir. He entertained some four 
of them, and they and be remained constautly ready in 
attendance on Jawdbir ‘All ^bdn when he appeared in 
public. In this way be gained bis heart. He tried, 
when MamreE ^dn returned from Salon, to entangle 
him by various pretences right or wrong, but Mamrez 
]&bdo, seeing through him, avoided him. One day they 
''met in Jawibir ‘Ali Khdn's presence and Shabdb Khdn 
made use of language disrespectful to Mamrez Kbdn. 
I remarked to Maoarez Kbdn, “ What are you good for 
“that, considering your position, you talk to a tanker 
“■y^ho used to carry your shoes only yesterday?" Aa 
luck would have it, that very night, when Jawdbir *AU 
Khdo was in his palankeen going to the ladies’ quarters, 
and a hundred and dfty sepoys and servants were with 
him, while Ld,iq 'All was supporting a hludfoot of 
tbe palankeen and Mamrez Ebdn a forefoot, and Sha* 
hdb was going along in front of them both, Li,iq *All*a 
foot tripped on a stone and be was near falling. While 
trying to recover bimself be placed his band on Mamrez 
back. The latter, who was running, could not 
resist the pressure of tbe hand and check himself, and 
bo was compelled to put hh hand on Shah^b Kh£n’s 
waist Shabib Klhdo looked behind, went on a few 
paces, and then lifted his sword and said, “I can wield 
“ my sword to cleave a roan in two from head to wmst 
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like a cucacober/^ Jawfibir 'Ali Khia stetoly rebuked 
him, made him drop out of tbe escort, went on to tbe 
gate and entered the palace. 

Five or six of Mamrez Eh^,D’s familiar friends, tried 
and trusty, who were always with him, said to hin^ 

“ This sweeper of a hTewAtl, who was in your service 
“ and use to lift your shoes, now that he Las got tbe 
“ command of fifty men is so bold as to draw his sword 
**10 your face. As he has bees so very daring in Ja< 
^‘wdbir ^Ali £bin*s presence, it is best that yon should 
kill him at ooce/' It was agreed on among them at tbe 
Begam’s gate that they should waylay him on his return, 
but Sewi Khi.0, Mamrez Khin^s sister’s son, who was 
very young and bad an affection for Shahdb Eh^o, whis¬ 
pered to him to go home at once alone, and Sbabd^b 
]CLdn, mingliug with the escort, who were about a 
hundred in number, reached his house by another road. 

Mamrez Khdo never did anything without consialt- 
isg me, but that night he did not ask my advice for 
fear I should not approve of his resolution, and, if I 
opposed him, be knew he would have to offend me, 
for tbe deed would have to be done, It was usual with 
him to come to my quarters every night before be left * 
for his home, and tell me all about wbat happened daring 
the escort and before and after. That sight he went 
contrary to bis custom straight to his own quarters, 
taking with him bis friends, fully determined to kill 
Shahib Ebdn, and he selected for this purpose trusted 
men, who bad been tried before in affairs requiring 
boldness and daring. 

As for Shahdb ^io, he said to four of bis men 
in Yfisuf ‘Ali.Kbia^s courtyard, “If our master had n,o^ 
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been there to*Digbt, I ehould bare killed Mamrez ^ 
“ Kbin, but be had a little while left to lire. ♦ I fancy 
be baa been so frightened by mj sword that be won’t 
** dare to face me.’^ He went at once to Gbisi Kbdn, 
a, servant of the Nawdb Degam'a, and Bbilre Kbdn, one 
-of Bahir 'AU Kbdn’a serranta, and told them wbat bad 
occvured. They fell in with bis proposals and urged 
bim on, saying, We two bare three hundred men 
“between us, and we join you; Cackle him boldly and 
** throw him. It is an old saying, * Peace after war/ 

“ There will be a deal to say on both sides and we will 
“hare our say.” ^s death was about to lay his hand 
upon Shahdb Klidn’s head, he had become thoughtless 
an^ incaations. He was compassing Mamrez Khio’a 
destmctioQ without any JustiEcation. Ue said, “PIl 
“make baste and dispose of him to*morrow, let come 
“what will.” Both parties thus spent the whole night 
awake, maturing their plans. 

When the sun rose, Jawdhir ‘Ali Khd,n issued from 
the palace, and, after his morning devotions, went to 
^Ali Beg Khdn’s hammdm, which was behind his man« 
eion, and began to bathe. Mamrez Khdn used to come 
“every morning with his son, a small child, from Mu- 
bammadlUcbKhdn's house, where he lived, to pay court 
to Jaw^ir 'Ali Kbdu and wait for the purpose. This 
morning, when he was on his way, he saw the Khdn’e 
palankeen at the door of the hammdm and a large reti* 
BtM standing by. He stopped too with the seven or 
eight men who were acompanying him, when suddenly 
^abdb ^dn, who was esercislog himself on tbe roof 
of Tdsnf *Ali Kbdn's bouse, saw him, slopped, put on 
Ids nkrtbes, armed himself, and came down with four 
men. Thfl2i, brandishing hb sword m bis right hand 
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ftcd bolding out bis shield on hU lefl;, be Used his bloody 
eyes st^dily on Mamrez Khiu^s face. Mamrez ^bin’a 
companions stepped forward and were goin^ to remove 
SRab^ib Khdn, but Mamrez Klin signed to them to 
refrain, and addressed bis enemy: Sbahdb Ehia, last 
night 1 could not help la}'leg ray hand on your back 
to prevent my falling, but tbie was not any fault to 
'•justify your laying your band on your sword in our * 
master's presence and using unbecoming language/* 
Lastnigbt,” said the other, *‘you got off; it'yoi^do 
the like again, Til send you to hell with one cut of 
‘•my sword.” Just then there was a more, as Jawdhir 
‘Ali was coming, and they stopped and prepared to salute 
him. He came oat, entered lie palankeen, and Mhm- 
rezKbdn, layinghis hand on a corner of the conveyance, 
Went on with him, mute and silent as if nothing bad 
happened. Shahib Kbdn followed with Mararez Khdn's 
attendants, maintaining a loud and angry altercation 
with them. Jawdhir ‘Ali was extremely displeased with 
his boldness and determined to sternly reprimand blm 
when he reached bis house. Meanwhile ten or twent^^ 
of Mamrez Ebdn's followers, who were stationed oa 
guard at the Begam’s private rooms, came up one by 
•one to Jawiliir •Ali Kbdn's gate and stood there scat** 
tered about- Nobody knew what their intention was ' 
in coming there until the palankeen and escort ha4 
arrived within the gate. The bearers set the palankeen , 
down on the ground and the cry of •‘hismillab! ” rose 
from the escort. A^bwaud Ahmad *Ali was sitting 
alone reading the Qurin at a door in the side of thi 
bdrahdari I was fitting in the middle of the bdrahdan 
near the IQidn’s state cushion chatting with Mfrza She- . 
^bd. I noticed that Jawdbir ‘Ali bad come iotQ ^ 
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the court/ard, tUat Mamrez ^hia was with him, aotl 
that thsre was a great noise and tumult at the gate. 
Jawihir ‘Ali paused awhile at the spot which he bad 
reached. There had been ill-feeling for some tithe 
between Jawibir ‘Ali Khda's and Bahdr ‘Ali ^hdn’s 
sepoys, and both sides were ready for a hght: they had 
provided themselves with powder and ball aad were 
* biding their time from day to day. I thought Babtir 
^Ali Khdo’s sepoys must surely have come and begun 
tho^ fight. We three got up in escicement and asked 
the servants for swords and shields. Jawihir *Ali 
Shdn retreated and stood at bis door. In this short 
space ‘All Sher, a sepoy seventy years of age, went up 
behind Shahdb Kb do, threw bis arms round his waist, 
and held him so fast that he could not move. Another 
eepoy came and dealt Shahdb Khdu two blows, one ou 
the shoulder and the other on bis waist, and felled him 
to the ground. As Sher ^All's bands were clasped 
round Shah^b Khdn's waist, three of his fingers went 
with the corpse to earth. One of Sbahdb Khin’s four 
eepoys who drew bis sword was also killed. A second 
soon shared his fate. A third was wounded hut 
escaped with his life, falling on the dead. The fourth 
fled. All the murderers ran off like lightning, joined 
their comrades at theBegam’s gate, and began to smoke. 
In the general confusion no one knew who they were; 
but the eunuch novices, macebearers, hoase-servants, 
and regulars of the escort, who were still at the main* 
door, raised a cry that Mamrez Khdo had been killed. 

I said, “ Mamrez Khdn was with Jawihir *Ali ^hdn. 

How he can have been killed, I don't see.” Some 
ten oc twenty regulars took up their swords and shields 
^ and widhed to take revenge because the Mew 4 tis had 
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^ been guilty of extreme disrespect; in tbe first place, by 
fijgbtiDg* while od escort duty, ia the next place, 
by display!Dg theic foolhardloess at their master’s gate. 
JaVihir ‘Ali Khiu ordered them to remain where they 
were. After a few minutes, wlien Jaw4bir ^Ali Khl^i 
bad returned from the main door and was standing at 
the middle door of the birahdari, and Mamrez Ehdn 
was standing below him in a dry tank, the whole con* 
course that was outside, about four hundred people, 
rushed in without permissioD, and other servants who 
had heard of the disturbauce and received various 
reports about it, also came in fully armed. The whole 
courtyard of the mansion, spacious as it was, was filled 
with men. Every on© was crying out, “ Hal kill Mam*, 
rez Ehdu,” and shouting recklessly whatever came to 
bis lips. 

1 had a great Iriendsbip for Mamrez Ehdn. As I was 
now superintendent of the Begam’s private treaty 
and her correspondent, two companies of regular;^ 
whoso ofiicer, the eunuch Aqalmand, bad deserted 
and gone to the west, were now under me: and, as I was 
the medium of disbursements, all the Begam’s employes 
were much under my influence. Not a word escaped* 
my lips good or bad about Mamrez Ehdo. At one time 
my heart prompted me to say something coiwurring wUb 
the crowd,, and again, when I thought of our friendship* 
my tongue failed me. If I had spohea a word, it is 
likely that each member of the crowd would have 
thrown a handful of earth upon him. I was heartily 
sorry that he had been gniity of a crime which admit¬ 
ted of no effort or entreaty of mine on, his behalf, 
What was to be done to save him ? Jawdhir ‘Ali 5hda 
was for a Long time silent. At last he ordered me to 
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• huty the dead in the clothes they were wearlog, and 
to carry the wounded man into his bouse, fomenf-him end 
dress his wounds. He went himself to see the Begam. 
She inquired what caused the disturbance. He told her 
that the two men bad formerly quarrelled in their native 
place about the mairiage of the daughter of oue with the 
son of the other) and this quaviel had broken out afresh 
here. 

Next day Jawdbir 'All Khin told me to demand 
th& murderers from Mamrea Shin's party and place 
them in confinement Four men were brought and I 
made them over to my rcgoJars. One of them was that 
Dbdhiydn Ebin Mewiti, who had risen in Asafu’ddau- 
Jfth’s time to the command of 10,000 men at Lucknow, 
and was so proud that he carried bis head higher than 
everyone else. When I was conveying the four of 
them to the jail, be was more terror-stricken and frighten¬ 
ed .^han the others and fell at my feet, Although I 
tried to reassure him, he could not pluck up courage. 
A^eca wcckBbikbiri Kbin^ son of Sbahib Ebdn’s uncle, 
who bad command of men at Simrauti, came with ' 
bis men and demanded his cousin's blood. He was 
‘“^boldened by the support of Qbdsi Kb in and Bhtire 
!^b4n. Jawdbir 'Ali Kbdn told him that the fonr 
B)urderers were forthcoming and under arrest; to seek 
seveuge if he thought right; but, if he were generous 
and humane, to forgive if be could, for killiug others 
would not restore bis brother’s life: and he also offered 
him by way of blood-ransom a thousand rupees and a 
oemplimentary robe and a command of five hundred 
mounted men in his own service, which would raise him 
to a good position. The fool did not see that a great 
and noble man was seeking to console and provide for 
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« him. He persisted in hU cl&mour for blood, saying, 
“ I don’t want money or a robe. Give me Mamrez 
Shin and hie young eon of ten years, and lot me 
“ take their lives for my brotherls life. The rule of our 
faith, that the principle of killing in retaliation doel 
not apply to him who merely orders another’s death, 
‘‘is right enough: but Tadd it was who caused Im^in 
** Husen’s death. He hadn’t the courage to kill him 
“ himself, «vhy is it then that people curse him?” The 
Kbic replied: “No one killed Yazid. If that’s all ydn 
“ have to say, curse Mamrez Zhdn.” Once more he 
urged, “ Let your honour, who does what is just and 
“ right, allow us to meet | let us go outside tbdtty 
“ and fight, leaving the issue to God.” Jawdhir ^Ali* 
Khdu said, “ I dismiss you both from my service. Do 
“ as yoar heart prompts you. I now order my outrun- 
“ nere anil macebearers to turn you both off my premises 
“ and out of the city, but 1 impose this condition* I 
“ allow all the Mewdtis who like to come together and 
“ take either side, bat if any others, such as regulars 
“ and irregulars, join either of you, I shall send two 
“ pieces of artillery and all ray armed force to support 
“the other.” 

The reason of his imposing this condition was as 
follows. There was another Ghd<si Kliin, a Mewid» 
besides that Gbisi Khiu alre.ady mentioaed, who was in 
the Kawib Begara’s service. He was a Mew^ti by 
birth and was the adopted sou of Ddv^b £h&n, Mew^Es, 
a corporal, who had been appointed in Sbuji^n’ddaulab’s 
time by Asafu'ddaulab to the command of a company of 
irregulara under the orders of the govenznzent repress* 
tative at Naurihi. He also had, in hie bate for Mamrez 
i^Sn, sent Bbikbdri Kbiin word that he was coroiz^ 



$0 


THE CASK 01* 


up to Ha support with a body of irregalara. TLe inexpe* r 
rionced noodle bad conceived this plan: tbat*he would 
stand on the roof of Ydsuf ^AU Kbin’s house with fifty 
men with loaded mushetathat, of course, Mamrea ^in 
Vould pass out under the heraldic ^ie of the fort 
when about to leave the city, and would be od bia guard, 
ezpectlog the fight to take place outside the city; that 
be would fire a volley at bim from the housetop, and 
there would be great bloodshed in the very thorough¬ 
fare. He thought that the people of the city Would 
have come out armed to see what was going on that 
day, and that they would hold him to be io the right 
apV Mamrez Khdn to be in the wrong, and take hie 
»pArt: and also that, as soon as they heard the report of 
muskets, Bhdre Khio, Bahdr *Ali Khdn’s servant, 
would come from the north, and Gbisi Khdn, Muhar* 
ram *AU Kbdn's servant, from the south, and the popu*' 
laae from other sides, close in round Mamrez Khin 
and his companions and hunt them to death, like, 
hounds that hem in a fox. 

Mamrez Khin was wise and lucky too. He knew 
the game that was being played. He took one hundred 
and fifty men, a few of them cavalry, but most of them 
infhntry and herald-minstrels, who had entered service 
at the same time with him ", placed them in front, 
marched past Bahdr ‘Ali Khin's door and the Begam’s 
kitchen, left the fort by the east gate known as the 
£hirki, then going through the cross-roads near Mfr 
Ahmad's and on towards HImmat Bahidur’s canton¬ 
ment, and passing through tbo Bblkbdpur turnpike at the 
eonth-east comer of the outer city wall, stood ready for 
fight in the mango groves outside, and addressed his 
comp^kms: You know that I am a man of substance. 
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• “ Though Jaw^lir ‘Ali '^hin has discharged yon, I 
“ shall gi^e you your pay from my owo purse. To*day 
“is a day that caQs for hravevy and daring, Quit your- 
“ selves like men,*' 

Bhikhdri Kbda's confidence had been misplaced and 
his supporters were -wavering. They said: “We have 
“ been dismissed, and, as you are going to fgbt and be 
“killed, from whom shall we get oar pay and on what 
“inabdl can you give us an assignment? Perhaps yon 
“can pay us,” He could only answer them: “You 
“ know that I am a paid servant like yourselves and I 
“have no private meac3, but if you will gird your- 
“ selves to the occasion and stand by me in this difBcui* 

“ by, your name will go down to posterity.” They • 
replied: “ We are not tired of life and we are hot go 
“ hard up as to want to die.” Then he sent s message 
to Bbdre Khdo: “Now is the time to join me; what 
“ are you waiting for? ” The answer made wse i “ I am 
Bahir *A(1 Khdn's servant and I am hot allowed.” He 
became dazed and was stupefied and silent. 

Mamrez Khdn sent word to Jawhhir *Ali KhAn that 
he Lad come out and bad been waiting from dawn till < 
a watch of day had passed, but his enemy was still at 
borne. The macebearers went to Bbikhdri Bbdn with 
orders, telling him he had no right to remain on tbek 
ms sterns premises and he mast quit at once. There wa? 
no help for it: so he went out weepiog and disheart¬ 
ened and appealed to Ghdsi Bbie, who joined him 
with ten or twenty men. About seventy people from 
the dty joined them. They set out slowly and reluc¬ 
tantly. There was great commotion in the city. Shop¬ 
keepers and deale:^ closed their shops, joined the rest 
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of the citizens who were flocking to look on, and crowded 
on the top of the breastworks of ihe city walla to 
watch what happened. When Bhikhdri Sbdn passed 
^outside the walls, be looked round, and not a single 
supporter did he eee except Gbisi Khin with his twenty 
men. The Nawdb Begam heard of this'and she told 
Mubarram *Ali that she had now dismissed 

Ghdsi Khdu because, being her servant, he had gone 
put without permisaioQ. The minute Gh^si Ebdn beard 
this, be turned hack. Although Bhikhdri Kbdn placed 
bis turban at bis feet and hesonglit him not to leave 
him, he gave do auswer, but took the road to the city. 
Bhikhdri Khdn stood alone in the 5aM till evening. 
After sunset he came and fell at Jawdhir ‘All Khdn's 
doorstep, and said: I have gives up revenge and have 
pardoned: give me the tbonsand rupees, the robe, 
and the command of five hundred. 1 was led away 
‘%y the promptings of some short*sighted fouls and 
played »losing game/' I was told to tell him, “ Yonr 
“ chance is good. Now, seek your remedy from those 
who misled you. Leave zny door, and never dare to 
come here again Crushed and disappomted, be turned 
away in tears and threw himself mto a corner Ydnus 
^Ali !^hdn*s Sardi. 

Mamrez Kbiii remained outside on the plain for 
three days. The Baha Begam then said to Jawd:bir 
^Ali Khdn that she bad paid away three lake of mpe^ 
to Mamrez Kh^n in wages daring his service, and she 
had never found him at fault, and she bid him recall 
him and retain him in service as before at (he palace. 
When this order was announced, tbe very people who 
had on the first day shouted ^‘Dowo with biml kill 
him! ami the other people of tbe city, all yreot -out 
il 





to receive him &nd escorted him in great toiumpht 
This rov bad lasted for seventeen days. It oocnrred 
in 1194 A.H. [1780 A.D,} in RaWVifinL For a year 
s»nd nine months more the city and people enjoyed reat^ 
security^ and proaperity, until unexpectedly and su4^ 
denly a great change happened on the 28th Muharram 
1196 A.H. [11th January, 1782 A.D.]. 

When Shujd'u’ddaUlab, haring settled the affairs o^ 
Gr«t crliftcigte la Rubela Afghans according to 

J«jsib4d. Djftpwaion hia wiahee, returned to Ondb, he 
sfterSbujiVddaoW came to Luckaow OQ the Snd Rsm- 
2 ^ and letl it on the 8 th of Shaw^ 
w4I for PaizdhdJ^ which he reached on the 12th ideia*< 
He died on the 23rd following. Idukhtdru'ddjtu*' 

lah then upset in one year the system of government 
which Shuj4‘uMdanlab bad ^pent ten years in forming. 
He then died. All Asafu'ddaulsh’s lifetime this disin* 
tegration continued owing to bis uegligence and apathy. 
This has been already noted. ARsr Mukhtdru’ddaolah’s 
death Muhammad Ilij Khan came from Shdhjahia4h4d, 
and was created minister. He endeavoured to restore 
system, but after sbt months and some da^s he died of 
kidney disease. Asafu'ddaulah could not get on with*', 
out a minister and now looked around for another. At 
Nawib Sdlir Jang'e suggestion, he pitched upon A)mis 
Ali Shin. This Kb in was a man of small amhitkm 
and Used to look at all sides of an affair. He privately 
pointed out to the Kawib that he was already farmer 
of maliils yielding ten millions of rupees} whatever 
sum he engaged for, he paid into the treasury and he 
had no care or worry: were he to become mioister, what' 
with the dealings with the Company, the paying of the 
two brigades, and the improper requests of the Naw^ 
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Wazir, &tid tips to ordetlics, and so OD, be would 1^ 
unequal to tlio burdens of the ofBee: but, be auid, 
there was Haidar Beg Kb^n, who was luost astute in 
counsel and unequalled in diplomacy, and he was out 
of employ: that it was better the Nawib Wazir should 
appoint him with Mr. John Bristow’s concurrence. 
As fortune favoured Haidar Beg Khdn, he was raised 
to this dignity alber an interchange of views which 
lasted a few days. For three years, during which the 
nobles and courtiers paid bim no regard and were un* 
eubmUsiver he conducted hinaself with patience and for- 
bearsDce, sod all the time strove to pleaee Asafa’ddau- 
lah and the Company, until he gained a secure place 
in''their confidence and he felt his position firm, and 
then he became overweening. He drst became en¬ 
tangled with Almds ‘All Kbdn, who ba'd a vast estate 
and a large force and maintained an independent atti¬ 
tude. The latter had been accustomed to take ad van- 
*a^ of the Nawdb Wazir^s ignorance of affairs, and to 
conspire with the aceonutaut^ and. comptrollers, and 
obtain a remission of as much ns seven or eight lake 
4^ the amouht for which be had engaged from year to 
. year, on lax and unjustifiable pleas, such as that an 
^cuy of Sikhs had overrun the districts which he held, 
or that in a certain tract the crops had been daiAaged 
by bavi or by frost. The same practice continued for 
three years during Haidar Beg Shin’s time, lu 1194 
A.H. £17d0 A.D.], Haidar Beg Kbiu silenced him 
with clear proofs and decisive arguments, and demanded 
aeveu lake of rupees. Beply was vain aod be had to 
pay. He writhed under this, and in his mortification and 
ohagrin be threw bis turban at Nawib Silir Jang’s feet 
and determined to efiect Haidar Beg Khin’s dismUflal. 
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• He sooQ after contrired an opportanity by ao invita* . 
tion to ao entertainmeat at Nawib Silic Jang's house, 
of addressing the Nawib 'Wazfr, and he then said: 
t Am ao hereditary servant of your family. All that 
I have amassed and produced I keep as a (rust and 
“ deposit in my care for Your Highness. This Haidar 
*‘Beg Kbdn is a Kdbuli, and he cherishes a deadly 
grudge Against your family because his elder brother * 
was killed by Sbuj^^u'ddaulah. Bye and bye he will 
dcvelope difficulties which it will be impossible •to 
“ remove. It is advisable that you should nominate 
“to his office Nawib 86l4r Jang, your maternal uncle, 
“who is truer to you than father or mother. I hold 
“ already half the sdbah and by Your Highness’ favour 
I shall manage the other half for him.” The simple 
Naw^b uubesiUtingly assented. Aim 4s *AU Kh^n went 
on: “Perhaps Your Highness has forgotten that after 
Mu^htdru’ddaalah’s death it was agreed between. 
“Your Highness and the Governor that, if you wished 
*‘tQ chauge your minister, it should not be done without 
“ giving notice and coosultation. It is incumbent first 
“ to send word to Calcutta and take the opinion of the 
“Governor. Besides it would strengthen your case, 

“ the Bahu Begam were to write a hint to the Gover- 
“nor.” The Kawdb Wazir approved the scheme. 

Aim4s *AJi Kbdu returned to Ttdwah: and after a 
month the Naw4b Wazfr and Nawib SiMr Jang came 
to Faizdbid together, unfolded the proposal to the Bahu 
Begam, and nominated Bahdr ^Ali Khdn for this mksioQ. 
They then returned to Lucknow using every effort'to 
conceal this plan. It was the middle Of the rainy 
season. When the rains ended and the water subsided, 
Babdc ^Ali ^bda gave out that he was gomg to T4nd^ ,■ j 
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two atages west of Faiz4bdd> !n tbe Bahu Begam*a jdgfr, 
with which he was connected, and began preparations 
for his Journey to Oalcatta. Nish it *Ali Xbdn, a 
eunuch who was envious of the power of Jawibir 'AU 
|thin and Babdr 'Ali Shin, and was always prying 
into ih^r secrets, and used to send minute information 
to Sarfari^u’ddaulab, now wrote a brief note to him, 
that the Nawib Waair and Nawib Silir Jang were 
concocting something, but he did not know what it 
was. Following on this, it leaked out, from Bahir ‘All 
ISbin, perhaps, or some of hU companions, that his 
destination was Calcutta. This convicted with the 
fonner rumour. 

One night Jawibir *Ali Kbin sent for me, banded me 
B*h6c * 4 M Ohio's ft>'ticles of agreement between 
{Qtftrviev mtb Oorer* Muhbtdru’ddauUh and Mr. John 
porHMiinga Bristow, and told me to sit down 

in S'corner and lia^e them copied out by Munsbi Lacb- 
mi Nariyan. I did not know the reason of this, bnt 
when I went once to Jawihir ‘Ali £hin alone, Mir 2 a 
.Ahmad 'All Kaptin, pne of Jawibir ^Ali Khin's ser- 
Taote, came and sat down, and said aloud that Babir 
‘ ‘Ali Kh4a wne going to Calcutta. The Kbin remained 
silent, pot even saying Yes or No. 1 concluded that 
this was the reason of copying the documents. A week 
later Bab^r ‘All Kbdn set out, baited for some days 
AtTindah, and after a long journey arrived at Calcutta. 
He took a few cnHop ns presents with him, which were 
^ot ade<tuate to ^e Governor's rank. The first day 
the Governor sent him a thousand rupees for bis enter- 
t^ment and hired a house at some hundred rupeeS| 
where be bdged him. Two or three days after, be was 
adtpitted to an interview. When he came in to Governor 
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^ Ha^tiDgs’ presence, be saw a curtain rolled up on tbe 
door of the room. The Governor told them to open 
it. They unrolled It. Shuj^'u’ddauUh’s picture was 
embroidered on it. Bab^r 'AH Eh^n rose, bowed to it, 
and gave way to tears. The Governor said, " Since^ 
" the day that man died, my peace of mind is gone." 
The Governor's wife was playing with some kittens 
near him. She bad placed pearls, worth many a thou¬ 
sand rupees, iu a large bowl, aud she was throwing 
the kittens in upon them. They could not climh out 
for when they tried to stand up, the pearls slipped 
under tbeir feet. She was a long time at the sport. In 
her ears were eardrops each worth tifty thousand rupee?. 
In tbe face of what be saw, Bab&r 'AU Kbin hesitated 
to produce his own preseuts, but he presented a costly*' 
saddle which Nawdb S414r Jang had sent and some 
precious atones which tbe Bahu Begam had given from 
her own treasury, and also some phials of 'ttr. When 
the Governor saw these presents he told him to take 
them away: adding, ‘‘Four Members of Council are 
“goue away and the two who are here hare a grudge 
"against me, They are trying day and night to trip 
"me up and disgrace me. In London, which is our 
“ capital, there will be a report that presents worth teu * 
"miiUoDS of rupees have come from Faizdbddj and 
" what the facts are, you see. The ‘itr, certi^nly, I 
" shall accept, for ‘itr is always coining to me from tbe 
"Begam through ‘AU Akbar Kbin." Bobir ‘Ali KWa 
said out? *“AU AVbar Kb in is a mischief-raaW and 
" pretender. He may have said that he is the Bcgam’s 
"agent, merely to gain a footing, but he is tolling lies. 

" The Begam never appointed him her ^ent and never 
"sent any *itr." The Goveraor ordered that when 
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^AU Akbav KUin came agaiix he should not be admitted, ^ 
and that the three hundred rupees monthly salary 
assigned him should at once be stopped. 

*AU Akbar Kh4n was a EnedookiDg man wit& a 
' Tull Mooflut of ,Ali melodious voice, a plausible tongue, 
Akbar and a good presence, corpulent, and 

well-dressetl He bad a few followers and servants, and 
he kept a female elephant to carry him about. Prior 
to this, in 117$ A.H. (1764'65 A.D.], when the English 
first occupied Lucknow and Shuji‘u'ddaulah went oif 
to Ruhelkhaud, he was for some months Kotwil of 
Lucknow. He liked the country and the people, and 
he cherished the hope that he might again obtain em* 
jilSyment of some kind from Asafu’ddaulah. Accord^ 
ingly he came in the first instance to Lucknow in 1194 
A.H. [1780 A.D.], and commenced to pay court to Hasan 
Bfiz4 Ebdo and Haidar Beg Kb^o, and he put in a 
written application for the appointment of Kaw&b 
Wdzir's agent at Calcutta. Haidar Beg Kb4a, who was 
nnei^ualled in his day for acuteness, read in his face 
tho traits of malico and deoeitfaloess, ignored bis appli¬ 
cation, hilt at last gave him an explicit answer and 
, forbid him his presence. Being disappointed of this 
bope, he went next to Paiz4b4d, and applied for the 
Bahu Begam's agency at Calcutta. Bahdr Ali Ehin 
angrily told him that God had spared Xsafu’ddaulah, 
and the Begam bad therefore no need of an agent at 
Calcutta. He turned as a last resource to Jawdbir Afi 
^hin and said nothiog more on this score. He posed 
as a disinterested friend, and as such begot five hun¬ 
dred rupees to help him to meet demands, and a mourn¬ 
ing shawl OQ the occasion of his mother's death at 
Fai^b4d, and also another shawl through Jawihn All 
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• wheu bd was leaving Faizdbid. At last li^ went 
back to his native place, which was in tlie Siibah of 
Dh^a. 1 knew him; an artful, craffy, and shrewd 
man', though so utterly without education that he did 
not even know his alphabet, he kept ten or twenty" 
letters, the contents of which were likely to he useful, 
from public raen in Bcngdl, in a pocket book which he 
always carried with him, and he used to pull out every 
letter and read it off clearly and fluently. A table ser* 
vaot, a native of OudU, had been in his service for a 
long time, and it was he who let out the secret of his 
illiterateness: and so Mirza Shekhd, a friend of the 
Nawdh Ndzir’s, stationed me on some pretence one day 
with the Ndzir's permission behind him, and I observdH 
that the wording of the letter was different and its 
purport quite different to that he was so readily and 
glibly reciting. la the titles and modes of address and 
the general stylo he was never wrong. He was a 
perfect master of the Persian language. After £is 
return to Calcutta he kept up a friendly private cones* 
pondence with «raw4bir ^Ali Ktiin, to make people there 
believe that lie was the Begam^s agent, because letters 
were constantly coming from Faizdbid. As it was . 
commonly reported all over Calcutta that be was the 
Begara's agent, he came boldly to call on Bahir ‘Ali 
Kb4n and claimed familiarity. Bab dr ‘Ali Ehdu asl^ 
him how he got hia living. receive a monthly salary,” 
answered he, “from the Company as an agent’' “Whose 
agent are you?” “The Begam’s,” said he, “What 
Begam?” “YourBegam” was the reply, Bahdr *AIi 
Ehdn, who bad heard all irom the Governor, grew 
augry and said, “Wheudid the Begam appoint you 
agent, and what business had she here that I did not 
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know of, and why should she appoint you direct? 

“ This audacious lying and this indiffereuco to disgrace * 
“and shams are characteristic of you/’ Silent and 
ashamed he rose and left; and cursing resentment 
-against Bahdr ‘Ali Khin, began to seek a means of 
gratifying it. 

To return from this digression. The second enmity 
which Haidar Beg Khdn excited arose as follows:-^A 
Hindi named Edshi Eij, who bad been, prior to 
tKe defeat at Baksar, agent at head'quarters for Beni 
Bahddur Drahmau, 8huj4'u’ddaulah*s minister, and bad 
acquired the necessary experience in this capacity, 
had been despatched on Haidar Beg Ehin’fi own selec- 
' tion to, Calcutta as Nawib Wazir’s agent at Calcutta. 
He had been there for some years, but no salary bad 
been sent to him for the last year from Lucknow. 
Be was in straits. He called on Bahir ‘Alt Kh^n, and, 
a^r mutual inquiries, he asked for a loan of one 
thoesaud rupees. Bahdr ^Ali Eh^n replied: “Put 
“ Haidar Beg Kbdn and Hasan Has& Kb^n in my power. 
“You will then certainly get the money/’ He too left 
Bahir 'All Ehin in chagrin. 

A third enmity was as follows. A eunuch named 
Yiqdt was Bahir 'All Khiu’s household steward, and 
waa entrusted with thousands of rupees. Bahir 'Ali 
Shin intended, on bis return to Fmzibid, io make up 
accounts with him and take from him whaterer balance 
he .hold. When Yiqiit discovered this intention, he 
began to hope that something might occur to frustrate 
Babir 'AU Ehin’s plans, and render him so occupied 
with his own safety that he should not have time to 
interfere with him. He therefore turned usfaithftd and 
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vhaterer counsels Bab&r ‘All Kbiu was maturings ho 
went and tbld to K6dbi Bdj and ‘Alt Akbar Khiu; and> 
not eatiafied with this^ he added some items of his own 
coococtioQ calculated to iojuro Bahir *AU Khio. 

The Begam’s messages to the OoTernor were: (1) 
that his seal should he affixed to all documeats and 
engagements which bad been drawn up iri the time of 
Mukhtdru’ddaulah and Mr. John Bristow, in order to giTe 
them full force: (2) that she might go with all her 
retinue to reside in some place which she liked and the* 
ur of which was agreeable to her, either B&niras or 
'Asfmdbdd or on her own jdgir, and that no person 
might interfere with iier leariDg Paiz^bdd: fS) that 
Asafu'ddaulah had more than once taken from be/ 
part of her privately accumulated treasure with or with¬ 
out her consent, and that thereafter be should have 
nothing to do with the mabd,l6 of her jdgfr, her money, 
her eunuchs, and the servants of her household; and 
she threw out this hint because she was grieved with 
Xaafh'ddautah's conduct: (4) the fourth item is already 
known. Bahir ‘All Kbdn represented all these points 
to the Governor, aud they were also set forth in letters. 
On the first occasion that Babir *Ali ^dn broached 
these topics, the Governor replied in terms favourable 
to the Begam’s wishes and endeavoured to encourage 
her and excite her hopes. Bah dr ‘Ali Khdn wrote an 
account of all this to the Babu Begam, aud was de¬ 
lighted, unUl the Governor’s agents mentioned money 
consideratioDS: he then put them off with some answer 
or other. He was greatly disgusted and waited to 
receive permission from the Begam on this point. He 
received from her an answer authoriaicig him to act as 
circumstances required. But whatever sum was asked 
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OD tlie ooe side, the other sought to reduce. Although 
Bahdr ^Ali Khin yas mogu&oimous and ifherally in- 
cllued, his advisee at this momeut was the ]>er£dious 
Ydqdt, who was beat upon defeating this mission, Vhiie 
£ah4r Ehin was iguoraat of bis desigus. Yiqilt 
was so miserly and grasping that he grudged even cats 
their meat; with a show of loyalty he advised that the 
sum should be cut down as low as possible. According¬ 
ly in a few months the figure was reduced from forty to 
‘fifteen lake, and yet Ydf^dt was not satlafied, and the 
negotiations were unduly protracted. During this long 
interval^ letters from Kishi Rej and 'All Akbar Kh^n 
giving full accounts of what they had heard from Yiqdl, 
Vith some additions of their own, reached Haidar Beg 
Khin, who was enjoying himself in security at Luck¬ 
now. When he perused these letters his countenance 
fell and he was confounded. He went to Hasan Razd 
Ehdu and told him the disquieting news he had received, 
for a long time the minister and his deputy hung their 
heads thiukiog over the matter and could not make 
anythiog of it. After a while, when they raised their 
heads, Haidar Beg Ebin said: The Bahu Begam 
has had no connection with Lucknow and the admin- 
** istration and the army since Shujd'n'ddaulab died, and 
she takes no interest in them. You and I have not 
** offended her io anything by acting contrary to her 
wishes. We have committed no fault which could 
have made her dissaUsfied with ns, and cause her 
seek to pay old servants Like us off in this way. 
^We must first of all find oat who has been sowigg 
^ these tares aud from what quarters this wind has 
**^aag up. We can then, take proper precautions 
'^Brod close up the mouth of the breach.'’ Ilasan Baz^ 
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Kbdn, tbougli not quickwitt<»d or ready, spoko to tlio 
point on this occasion, quoting Sa^di wko aays in tbe 
Guliefda: “Tbe roan -wbom the snake bit died while 
“ they were fetchiog an antidote from ‘Iriq/* and add¬ 
ing, “ While you are apending your time trying to find 
“out who has laid this mine, your enemy who has 
been there a long time will effect bis ends. Wbat 
“ you ought to do is, first cut off this communication 
“ which exists with the Governor and let it be broken 
“offfor some time. After that you can make your, 
“inquiries.’’ Haidar Beg Khdn took this advice and 
there and then wrote a letter in Naw^fb Shuji'u’ddau- 
lah’sand his own name to this effect t “ I beg you will 
“ not entertain the proposals put forward through Bab6iv 
“ ‘All Kbio, and in return for this favour, I shall send 
“ten millions of rupees as a mark of gratitude and 
“ tribute for your Excellency’s acceptance. In the mean- 
“tiine twelve laks of rupees are herein remitted. Cal- 
“ cutta bankers will hand you the money.” Babifc 
'All Kbin, as we know, had wanted to knock five off 
fifteen lake in his negotiations. As soon as the Gov¬ 
ernor saw Haidar Beg Kbdn’s letter eocloaing the draft 
for the money, tbe tone of bis negotiations with Babdr 
‘All Khin became more undecided, and be evinced a 
desire to draw off. Bahdr ^Ali Ehdu percelvixig bun- 
aelf to be noyr treated with diminished regard, appUed 
through tbe Governor’s confidential agents for p^n^- 
sion to leave Calcutta. Tbe answer was readily given 
that he mlglit by all means go, and he prepared to 
return to Faizdbdd. The day and date of his departure 
were fixed. When he was taking hie leave, the Gov¬ 
ernor presented him with a complimentary robe. A$ 
his experience bad been gained in Sbuji‘a’ddaulah’s 


BHB^SSt TO 


d4 

darbir^, vliero he had been accustomed to lord it ovet 
the chief cltizeos of Faiz^bid and people of. the camp* 
and had no knowledge of the ceremoniea and obser* 
vancea of the oourta of other kings and foreign powers, 
• his bead was filled with old notions be had then imbibed^ 
and so he handed back the robe which the Governor 
gave him, and said, Had I beon successful in the 
mission on which 1 come, this robe would suit me, 
“but now, how can I wear it?” The Governor was 
• incensed at bia conduct, and publicly gave uttemnce 
lo these passionate words: These provinces were bes* 
“^Howed upon ShujiVddauIah by the Company after 
hia defeat, and as long as be lived be was careful to 
observe respect towards us. How has this eunuch, 
who is only a slave of bis, the audacity to treat a 
“gift of ours as if it were nothing and refuse id” 
When Babdr ‘Ali Kbdo heard these words be hurried 
at once to Faizibdd and covered the long diatance in 
a few days. He presented himself before the Begam 
without having accomplished the object of his missiou, 
and told in shame what had happened at Calcutta. By 
the fmlure of CQe abject in which the Begam bad do 
interest, two or three other objects in which she had 
an interest also failed. 

When Jawihir ‘All returned from the Begam's. 
palace after this to his private house, he grew down* 
cast And ap^irehensive aud remarked in private to Mfrza 
Shekhii, who was a close companion of his, Bye and 
** bye this tree that Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn bas planted will 
“ bear bitter fruit. God help us I” I was young then 
and was present f and I asked Mirza Shekhd, Wbflt 
is my master afraid of that he talks like this?” He 
replied, “ May God protect us, for the result of this 
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does not promise to be good.” As I knew nothing of 
tbe mat&r, I troubled myself no more about it and 
tbongbt nothing of what he send. 

When Bahdc *Ali.Khdn returned unsuccessful, Hai- 

Hftidar Bag'* in ooQcert with darBeg felt easy, 

^hin when h* fotud ©at that AlniSa . nroceeded to 
•Al\ KWu Md Sftwib Si»4r S^g and others proceeaea to 

had plotted this miacon: Cab&r *AU tCbic's institute in (^uivieS 
ludiSereoca to the result of hie oondoob; in* . 
p^nroaotof Jawihir'ilj Kbie and Bah4T‘AU »» tO who was tb© 
KhSn for a whoia year by Aaafu’ddaialah: dis> oritrinator of this 

K lraion ofwme 10,000 or 13,000 of (ha popu- ° . . . . • 

tioo and other dlaastore. • plot against Dim. 

He secretly employed clever spies. As a man’s secrets, 
when they are told to another, cannot remain hidden and 
are certain to become public, it has often happened th|t 
the secrets which kings and princes are trying to con¬ 
ceal are the ?ery next day in every body^s month. 

The secret of thy heart to aorUl ear 
to Cell forbear : 


Thy Irieod say haTo a frieod to hitn. as dear; • 

of btffi bewftre.* 

After a long inquiry he found ont that his'sqneedog 
of Almis ‘Ali ?h&ii and wringing the seven or eight 
laks from him had led to Almhs ‘AU Khin, wliile 
pretending to hold aloof and going off to his own dis- ’ 
trints, becoming an arch conspicator against him with 
Kawhb S^klir Jang and Nawhb Asafu’ddaulah, and to 
the Bahu Begam joining them at their request, and to 
tbeir sending Bahdr 'Ali Khia to Calcutta. Having 
ascertained this to his satisfaction, he directed his eades- 
vonrs to break the power of these distiogaished people. 
As Aim is *AU Kbia was collector of mahdls yielding 
'ten millions of rupees and he had daily dealings of 

* Here ioUowi » story to iUustrate the otII of telliog eeoreto, but 
it haa aothiiig W witl this history, so I emH it. 
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Tarioua kiuds wi^^^ "him be coQsidered bis o^erthrow 
not di(Boult; he felt he could easily undetmioe his 
reputation and iorolre hi id in trouble over his accounts; 
but he felt it very dl£5cult indeed to presume*and 
- evince disrespect for the Bahu Begum and her bouse- 
hold and (^awib S^Iar Jang. At last, afler long re£eo- 
tioD and much deliberation, the course which seemed 
to him beet to pursue was to sow strife and disseusiou 
between the mother and her son, and let all that was 
done Appear to proceed from Asafu’ddaulah while he 
should himself escape odium; and, further, there should 
also occur a rupture between the Governor and the 
Bnbu Bsgam. As he believed in astrologers to the 
fttllest extent, and hence had ten or a score of them 
in his private service and would not move an inch 
without their permUsioo, and he kept ou questioning 
them daily as to hours and conjunctions favourable to 
himself and unfavourable to Bahdr ‘Ali Khdn, Jawdhir 
Khdn, Nawib S&ldr Jaug, the Bahu Begam, and 
Almds 'Ali Khd^n, two years elapsed before the con¬ 
currence of conjunctions favourable to him and unfa* 
vourable to them. When at last the time came, he 
prepared to carry out his cherished designs, and acted 
as will he seen hereafter. 

The pomp and magnificence of Jnwdbir 'Ali Khdn 
SUPpASsed that of all the eunnehs of bis time. He 
had a spacious house of great length and breadth, fur* 
ni^ed with carpets, curtains, blinds, screens, and all 
other appliances necessary to comfort; and the seats 
were in superb stjle, cusbioss of kamkhwib, flowered 
silks, velvet ; and bis dining table was very large, 
doA eovered with a variety of dishes and choice dellca'. 
efee to which he used to sit down with bis compactions 
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•and guests. SometimFs he went out Tor exercise, plea¬ 
sure or sport, and he then rode in a hoirdah on so 
elephant or on horseback with an elabomtely embroi¬ 
dered saddle, and ornamented saddle cloth, accompa¬ 
nied by macebearers, archers, spearmen, and all kinds 
of attendants on foot; Bandelae with green cloth«oorer- 
ed stares and red turbans and belts, and ^ibitkhdnis m 
mango*green livery; irregulars in bUck, regulars in 
I'ed, Mewdtis in white, wonderfully effective in their 
variety of colour, and heralds riding on horses before 
tbe elephant crying and proclaiming, and two or three 
hundred men mounted on Arab or Turk! horses with 
complete accoutrements, behind tbe elephant briaging; 
up the rear. Other rich men, most of them not pos¬ 
sessed of equal means and many of them without taste 
for such display, lacking in ambition, sniail*tninded, 
burned with envy when they witnessed bis surround¬ 
ings, sought to procure bis fall, and desired from tbek 
hearts to witness his disgrace : while be, who never 
entertained the notion of rivalry with any one, and 
fancied that because he never injured any one no one 
should entertain a grudge against him, lived in the 
tnoet open and independent fashion. 

On one occasion Nawib Aiafa'ddaulah came from 
Lucknow to visit his mother and grandmother, andf 
according to bis custom, halted in the Ohauk as he was 
riding on an elephant and began to bay some wares. 
His mother, tbe Bahu Begnm, having left Motl B^gb, 
the residence of the Nawib Begam, her mother-in-law, 
which is in the heart of tbe hizir, was going to the 
fort, and Jawdhir ‘All Kbin was riding on an elephant 
along the road behind tbe Begam^s palankeen. Asaf- 
u’ddaulah dismounted from his elephant aud, to mark 
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bis respect for ber, politely grasped tbe foot of 
palaokeen and 'fvalked a few steps with it* Jawdhir 
^dn proceeded to di^ount from his elephant to 
show his respect for the Nawdh, but Asafu'ddaulab 
motioned to him to remnin where be was, and said; 
“You are riding with, a soperior, continue to ride.” 
So he was compelled to ride. The market people and 
others, who knew nothing of the Nan&b's order and 
were looking on from a distance, remarked that tc 
was a shame the ruler should be standing cn the ground 
and that a eunucb, who was no better than a elaro, 
should ride past on an elephant. On another occasion 
when the Naw^b Begam was going to yieit the Bahu 
. Begam, Xsafu’ddaulah was passing from the Chauk to 
the fort. There was a blank wall within the gate of 
tbe fort which would intercept the public view. The 
men in front of the Nawdb’s procession collided with 
those in front of the Nawdb Begam’s, and they were 
closed up together. On both sides were shouts of 
“ clear the way ” raised by macebearers, herals, and 
by others in the processions. The attendants who were 
with tbe Nawdh Begam struck the Naw&b*a retainers 
with their hands and maces. This led to some talk, 
whereas the fact is that NawdbAsafu'ddauIah had appiOT* 
ed of this because he had forbidden hk men to jostle 
and make a crush. Tbe common folk generally and 
indeed some of the upper ranks said to themselves this 
forwardness and disrespect will bye and bye end badly. 


At the same time that all this was ki train, another 


SegtDDiog of 
YamQr» between Ja- 
vfiu ‘Ali ^bin and 
Qwa Bazi 


eveat had happened, which bad no 
connection with tbe administration 
of tbe a&irs of the Bahu Begaui 
It happened thus. A Mughal, native 
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• ti tViliyat, oatfled 'Iwaz Beg Khin, came to Paiz- 
&Md and* entered the service of Shujd'u’ddaulah. After 
hla death his widow and two sons and his servants 
fiet{)ed io Ba^bsbf Abu’lbarhdt $hdn’a cantonment. 
His sons became friends of the author’s. After Shuj^^« 
u’ddaulab’s death a general change ensued. Both these 
sons became associates of Xsafu’ddanUh’s. After some 
time they lost their footing with him. The elder, who 
was named Zainu’l^^bdin Beg, set out with his mother 
on a pilgrimage to the Karbala, hut died on the j ourney. 
The youDger, who was named Ibrdhim Beg, lived in 
dependence upon his mother’s sister’s son, Mlrza Aba 
T^iib Eb4n, who was a tabsfld^r under Major Hannay, 
an English officer, who was Haidar Beg’s deputy in the • 
northern districts of Oudh, that is Gondah, Balrhmpur, 
and so on. The cKmate of those parts did not agree 
with him and he became ill. He came to Faiz^bdd for 
treatioent and recovered. He obtained an introductioa 
to Jawdhir *Ali Kb in through the writer of these pages; 

In a short time by his gift of conversation and his glib« 
ness of tongue be placed himself on a closer footing 
than all older friends with Jawdhir ‘All Ebdn, and he 
asked him for a letter of recommendation to Nawibb * 
Sarfariizu'ddaulah Hasan Razi KbdO) who was Xeaf> 
.u’ddaulsh’s minister and Haidar Beg Ehin’a coadjutor, 
and Was in ascendancy then at Lucknow. The i^t 
that many persons whom Hasan Kazi Kb4n had re com- 
foended had been eotertained in Jawihir ‘Aii Khdn’s 
.service, and whatever Hasan Razd Kh^n wi^ed to be 
done at Faizdbdd he wrote about it and it was carried 
out JawAhir *Ali KbAn never gave any trouble about 
his personal wishes and was alivayfi too proud to make 
them kno.wii How, when bis desire to serve IbrAhim 
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Bog was ills preTailiag feeling, he wrote & letter to ^ 
Hasan Basd Kh^u sajiDg be would be obliged to him 
if he would induce dtsafu^ddaulah to forgive Ibrdbiiu 
Beg and obtain for bitn private entrde into the Nav^b’s 
presence as before. Nothing was done for bico, sod 
for this reason Jawibir ‘Ali Kb&n’s bitherto placid 
temper became some what ruffled, but he concealed the 
faai and no one knew bis heart. Having premised 
this, 1 now come to the point. 

After Bab^r ‘All ^b^o’s return from Calcutta, the 
Governor, Mr. Haatiogs, wrote to Haidar Beg .Ebio, 
eajing that be knew that be bad closed negotiations 
^itb Bab^r *Ali Kbd<Q out of regard for him, and be 
• called on him to keep hU promise and pay up at 
once the large sum. When Haidar Beg $hio*saw that 
be could not do this, be wrote dn reply saying he would 
pay tbe money over if the Governor came to Baniras, 
He bad another object in view. Tbe city and province 
of Bandras bad passed out of Xsafu’ddaulah's possession 
during Mukht^ru^ddaulah’s tenure of tbe office of minister 
and gone into tbe bands of tbe Englisb. Tbe Company 
bad taken over the revenue administration of that pro¬ 
vince for better or worse. After tbe death of Balwant 
Sfugfa, tbe local B^ja, they bad set up as bis successor 
his son Cbet Singh, who was the child of a prostitute, 
hut who bad tbe requisite ability. Ausdn Singh, who 
bad been manager of Balivant Singh’s estates and 
.household, was removed because be could not agree 
with Cbet Singb, and be was now seeking to raise some, 
•specious pretext and establish himself in tbe estate. 
Balwant Singh’s daughter's son, who was legitimate, 
waaako burning with resentment at Chet Singb'a ele- 
vaSke, and could not endui^ bis admiuiatratii^, Ausio 
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»SiDgb, who had been wuting on the GoTeroc^ for a 
^ear, represented that Chet Singh woe illegitiox^e^ 
and that he himself had been the one who lent distinct 
tioif Co his house ; and he also kept handing in petitions 
from the late r^ja^s daughter's son, sajing that bia 
ULOther was the rini's daughter and he was entitled to 
succeed to the estate; that if the GoTernor would set 
him up ID Chet Siogh’s place be would present a oaar of 
ten millions of rupees and would pa^ ten lake of 
revenue yearly more than Cbet Siogh was then paying. 
3^he Governor had all this in his mmd. Now tha( 
Haidar Beg Khdn iovited him to Ban^iras and circum* 
stances had changed, the Governor, hoping to get 
twenty millions of rupees, left Calcutta and proceeded 
up to the west by river with a fleet of boats. Be¬ 
fore the Governor left Calcutta, after Cbet Singh's 
disturbances, Haidar Beg drew up statements 

of the income and expenditure of the sdbah and laid 
them before Naw^b ^afu’ddaulah, showing twelve rail- 
lions and flve hundred thousands of rupees due to the 
Bnglisb, partly on account of the five annas share of 
the revenue of the sdbah, and partly for pay of the 
two brigades and also for the purchase of Elnglish goods. . 
The Nawib told him that, as he had under his ad mi*' 
nistration the whole of the Oudh sdbah, half siibak 
Akbardbdd and half Allahdbdd sdbah, and collected 
the revenues, be was to arrange to pay this debt. ' Haj^ 
dar Beg Ehdn went on to say that owing to the nume¬ 
rous expenses of the Nawib, which were many of them 
unnecessary, this would he impossible; that be bad, 
however, after great exertions been able to get together 
two million five hundred thousand; that it was very 
difficult, indeed impossible, t£h provide the other te& 
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milliotis: still one plati had otitared bis head and ha 
would propound it if permitted. He was toM to state 
it: and he said, We semots have for a longtime 
“lived, and we still live, under Youv Bxoellency’s pro- 
“tectlon. If we submit to an inconvenience for one 
“year until Your Excellency’s mind is relieved of ijs 
“anxiety, it is only becoming our loyalty- The plan 
“is this: for Your Exellency first to resume the mahils 
constituting my jdgir and that of Nawib Sar&rizu'd- 
“daulab. After that all Government servants in the 
“ higher and lower grades can be called on to make a 
** present to the Government of the incomes of their jdgirs 
“ for one year. If that be not sufficient a small loan can 
^Ose taken from the Bahu Begam’s eunuchs, and a small 
“ amount levied from Naw^b Sdldr Jang, who has also 
“an interest in the State, and thus by one effort Your 
“ Excellency will be freed from the duns of the Company 
“ and losses by interest, and you may spend your days 
“in continuous enjoyment. After that no worry or 
** anxiety will trouble Your Excellency’s heart.” The 
NawAb replied : “Yourv first proposal is excellent, but 
your second is out of place and cannot be accepted, 
” because I have several times taken large sums from 
“ my inother since my father’s death, and at last I gave 
“ a written promise under the seal of Mr. John Bristow, 
“Mlrza ‘Ali Kb An, my deceased maternal uncle, and 
“ NawAb SdlAr Jang, that I should extort no more 
“money Irom her. I cannot now have the face to 
“demand more,” Then Haidar Beg KhAu urged that: 
“In the present difficulties when Your Excellency is 
“under au obligation to pay such a large snrato 'the 
“Company, if there is a delay in payment there are 
grounds of apprehension. One of these' is 
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^ that possibly the Company may demand the posse sbiod 
" of some raaMls of Your Eicellency’s territories, from 
which they msy realise the money and release them 
“ afterwards. Your Excellency will be without alfcer- 
^ natiTe, and will hare to make them orer whether you 
wish or not. To get them back will be very difficult. 
Suppose they do not make this proposal, but adopt the 
other course, and defer their demand, the interest on 
ten millions of rupees will iu one year nearly equal 
**the original principal. Thus payment will becou^e 
all the more difficult. The Bahu Begam has no child 
but Your Excellency, and during her lifetime as well 
*'as after her death you are her heir both by the law 
of Isidm and by custom. It is well known that Jawd- 
hir ^Ali Khdn and Bahiir ‘Ali Ehdn entertain large 
bodies of troops, hare gathered round them erery- 
thing tliat indicates opulence and ioflueuce, and 
live at ease in pomp and splendour. In this way 
^‘Bahir'Aii ^hin and others lire on the income^ of 
their jigirs and their accumulations, and hare no 
demands to meet or prorision to make for posterity. 
When subjects and servants are treated with such 
kindness and coadderation by their master, if their 
'^wealth is availed of by him for the preservation of his 
ancient estate, what great evil or loss can result?’’ 
As the Kawib was a simple*minded man, who was day 
and night absorbed in amusements, shows, and Ere* 
■works and the construction of grand edifices, and 
bestowed little attention on rereune settlements, mill.* 
tarya^aira, foreign conquests, and policy in general, and 
was wholly regardless of the future, he answered that, 
although it would be highly disrespectful and a breach 
pf faith to make a demand for money from his mother, 
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yet, as the circamstauces ivere so pressing, be supposed ^ 
lb ere no belp for it but to do as proposed; When 

thw plan of Haidar Beg Ebio’s was tbas ^reed upon, 
be felt certain of bis object and rested secure. While 
this wae is progress, anctber event which fitted in toob 
place. It was ibis. Wbcn Xeafu'ddaulab aud other 
nobles were returning to Lucknow through Saltdnpar, 
a^'ter Mr. Hastings left Bandras, the Bahu Begnm sent 
a letter to the Nawsb, espreeebg a great wish to see 

him. 


I now turn to give a brief account of the Gorernor^s 
arrival ia Ban^ras and (vbat bappeaod there. 


^ Although Maulavi Ehai ru'd Jin of Allah dbdd has 

Omt in«rrecUo» « sep»’;ate book OD the 

le, finftfeie, wbol^ bs. subject of the insurrectioQ at Band* 
yaad expwtMiuo. ras called tbe “ BaDdraandma,” and 
QhuUm *Ali Kbia of Bareli has written a brief account 
of it, jet a short naiTatlve of the occurrence is bere 


inserted because it is interwoven with (be history of 
tbe decay of Faizdb&d. 


@Ovanior Hastings eet out from Calcutta with the 
intention of removing Cbet Singh from tbe governmeot 
and dignity of Kdja of Bandras, aud setting up io bis 
place tbe legitimate son of R^a Balwant Singh's daugh¬ 
ter, wbo was tbe issue be had by his r^, and of 
«btainmg ten millions of rupees as oasr, and an increase' 
4}f tbe Gompanj^'s yearly revenue, aud also with a view 
to comply with the invitation which Haidar Beg Khia 
bad written him. When the Governor's tents bs^ 

. moked tbe first stage west of ‘Azlmibdd, Haidar Beg 
who had gpt the Nawib's permission to go and 
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^ meet tbe Goveroor, )eft Lackoow aod marched aa fae 
as Jaunpmr, aod pitched hU tents on the hanks of a small 
stream called the Barud nila. The Grorernor entered 
Baodras from that side with a few men. There was a 
Hindd macebcarer named Chet B£m, who had been 
formerly in tlija Chet Singh's service, but bad been 
dismissed by liim for some fault and expelled from his 
dominions. He went to Calcutta where he entered the 
Governor’s service and cherished a resentment against 
the rija. He now out of revenge, when sent to an Ea¬ 
rn on Bija Chet Singb, spoke in n manner disrespectful 
to the rija's position and station. 

There was a man, a native of no one knows where, 
but who gave biiaself out to be Saiyad, named ^Aliu’d- 
din Kubrd, who came to Faizibid with a Hi odd lad, 
whom be had converted to IsUm and renamed Zain* 
uTdbdfn. In 1186 A.H. [1772 A.D ] when Nawib 
8huji‘u’ddaQlab marched from Faizibid to assist 
Kahmat £h4n and others, Ruhelaa and Afgh&ns, who 
were groaning under the bands of the Marhatas and 
Dakhanis, and pitched hia tents at Rimgb^t, and (be 
houses in the late Bakhshl Abulbark&t Kiiin'g can¬ 
tonment became untenanted, 1 happened to be in 
Faieib^d in search of emptoyruent and to be living 
m a bouse in the cantonment, and all the oncers placed 
me in charge of their houses with instructions to guard 
them. This Saiyad ^Alia'ddln finding a splendid and 
spacious tenement empty, coolly entered it without 
obtaining my permission and made himself at home. 
Hext day I heard of this, went to see him, and said to 
him: “ Foa intruder, what have you to do with this 
^ bouse or its owner that you have entered it without 
permission? Begone and take another house.". As 
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he WAS a plausible aad pleasant talker be talked of 
everything and anything, and got round me at*our very 
first meeCiag, and 1 )eft quite delighted with him, and 
permitted him to remain in the house. It happened that 
two days after, I caught cold in my head and suffered 
with headache and fever. My friend, who was a most 
fikilful doctor, paid me great attention and in a short 
time banished my illness. It seemed as if ^od had 
sent him for this exigency. Baring the whole nine 
months that the Naw^b was absent on hie campaign, 
1 enjoyed his company. When the Nawib came back 
and the occupants of the houses returned, my friend 
remained for some time at the house of one Hikmat 
Knsen Khin Tabfb, one of the Begam^s servants, and 
then went to Baniras. He then became a companion 
ofH4ja Chet Singh, played well the part of a familiar 
favorite, and having accumulated a considerable sum 
through the rija'a favour, became so to speak wealthy. 
After some time each became dissatisfied with the 
other, and they who had come together drifted at last 
apart Alia’d din followed Chet Bdm's example, nay, at 
his suggestion entered the English service, and they 
made common cause, formed a close intimacy with the 
son of Balwant Singh's legirimate daughter, and plotted 
for the overthrow of Chet Singb. They esme together 
to Bandras. 

When Chet Bdm summoned the r&ja in this harsh 
manner, the latter, remenobering that the man was the 
servant of an important personage, bore the insult 
patently; but the r&ja's friends who were then present 
turned him out of bis presence. Chet returned 
to rile .Governor and exaggerated the occurrence. A 
company regulars were despatched to arrest the r^a 
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^ fcnd drag him before the Governor, if they could poasibly 
manage tt. The rija’s friertds, gome hundreds of whom 
were then with him and armed, fell suddenly on the 
regulars without the rija’s orders, slew them in heaps, 
and a general rising followed. The Governor, seeing 
the turn affairs had taken, secretly crossed the river 
at midnight, ded on foot to the fort of Chun^r, which 
is sixteen miles east of Ban^^as, entered it safely, and 
was out of danger. 

Throughout the whole siibah of Oudh a complete 
change came over the common folk, who are no better 
(ban cattle. Wherever the villagers saw a red-coated 
regular, they handed him. There was au Euglishman, 
named John Garden, who managed a mahil in tlie 
north of the edbah under Major Bannay, and had a 
very small force with him. The people of the district, 
observiog that his supporters were few, rose agmost. 
him, and intended to plunder the large sum which *he 
held as revenue collections in his keeping. He under* 
stood their intention and before the villagers could fall 
upon him, be loaded the money in n how dah on the 
elephant he used to ride, sat on the howdab, and left his 
residence secretly at night with a few sepoys in search 
of a place of safety. He arrived in the morning at the 
north bank of the Qhdgra and baited at a ferry. On 
the south of the river lay the town of Tinda^ which 
was one of the places in the Bahu Begam*s jigir, and 
Shamsher Ebdu, a eunuch novice and a slave of the 
Begam's, who held the appointment of tahsildir in the 
place under Bahir 'AH E^in, was living in the fort. 
John Garden sent a messenger across in a small boat 
with a verbal message to Shamsher Ehio, asking him 
' to him as <|uickly ae possible some large boats, to 
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eoftble' him to cross over with' his treasure and get 
into Tiindab, because be was hotly pursued by bands 
of Til lagers, and he could thus escape the peril la 
which be was placed. This short-sighted man,” on 
iho ad rice of some friends like himself, delayed to send 
the boats, faoeying that the God-given power of the 
Snglisb bad been overthrown. Some people also say 
thAt he even fired some cannon-balls across the richer. 
Although the Begam afterwards heard what happened 
and sent for Babdr *Ali Kbdo and reprimanded him, 
and at once sent Mir NU&r ‘Ali, Bahar 'Ali Kbda's 
brother, with one hundred irregulars to appease John 
Garden and bring him to her, assigned him apartments 
itA the .Angiiri BAgb, which is in the fort, and eserted 
herself to her utmost to entertain him with a choice 
table and Qutuerous attentions, he sent a written report 
of all this, telling how the Begam’s representative had 
treated him, to the Governor, who was alive and well 
iu^the fort of Chuoir. 


I DOW turn to the transaction which passed between 
^ ... the Governor and Haidar Beo: Kb in. 

Comp&ot between r\ ^ i 

GcveniOT Baatiogs ftud When Haidar Beg Khin, who bad 
Hatdar Beg ^bin. advanced beyond Jaunpur, 

heard the news of the insurrection at Banivas, he was 
daaed, and he wrote to Nawib Asafu’ddaulab asking 


him to collect all bis forces and the officers of the sdbah 
aod come to him, bringing them and his artillery, or 
th^ results would be disastrous. The Kawib moved 
down to the east with all his officers and a large force, 
{Mcked up Haidar Beg Kb^n, aud entered the district 
of BMidras. He crossed the Ganges and ordered, his 
soldiers to expel the insolent Chet Singh from the city. 
Almds *Ali Kh£lo, who was governor of the east and 
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. south districts, sud bad a large force with him; crossed 
the river, At the same time the English troops also 
came tzpf concentrating from Allahdbid and other 
places, aod drove the rdja out, and Che Governor issuiag 
from the fort of Cbundr pitched bis tents outside and 
felt secure. First Haidar Beg Khdn vith i^safu’ddau- 
Ub’s permission waited on him, and, after laying oir* 
cumsCances before him, threw himself at his feet, and 
disclosed bis thoughts. How," said he, dare Cbet 
Singh, who is nothing more than a landed proprietor, 
“ oppose Your Excellency and present so bold a front ? 
All was done at the instigation of the Begam’s 
eunuchs: I should not wonder even if the Begam 
“ had given a hint to him.^' The Governor replied? 
“ This does not seem probable, for the English Com-* 
pany has never had any fnctiou with 8hujd‘Q’ddaulah, 
or since hU death with the Begams, regarding any 
political or administrative question. So wanton a 
** move conld not proceed from persons so discreet 
" and of such high rank.” As the star of the proa^ 
perity of the Begams and their on nucha was then 
on the decline, John Garden’s letter, complaining of 
Shamsher Kh&o’s conduct, was actually delivered while 
this very corkversation was going on, and served to 
confirm Haidar Beg Kb An’s words. The Governor 
went on to. say: "If a servant or slave commits a 
" fault, we English do not blame his master, It Is* 
" impossible in this instance to punish the Begam or her 
*' dependents," Haidar Beg Kbin replied: " At present 
** all that is known is the bare fact that Shamsher Kb in 
" has been gnUty of this effrontery, Your Excellency 
" will please bear this in mind, and 1 shnll coax Xsaf« 
u'ddaulah to punish him for this misconduct; but oi^ 
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“<*ondition of the secret support of Your ExceJleocy itt • 
“ this way i if the Bcgam writes to you cotaplsining of 
*^her sod’s action in this matter, Your Excellency can 
reply that it is a matter concermng mother and 8on,*and 
”tbat you do not interfere in iamily matters, and Your 
“ Excellency can instruct Mr. Middleton, your Resident at 
** Lucknow, to assist me in exery way.” This was agreed 
upon and Nawdb Xsafn'ddaulah aRerwards visited the 
Governor. At this first interview they took leave of 
one another. Tlie officials returned to Lucknow, and 
the Nawih went off from Snlt^pur to Faizibdd at the 
Begam’s invitation, remained a few days there, and then 
proceeded to Lucknow. When he was leaving, the Begaifl 
said: Hasan Fazd $bin has not come with you thih 
time. How is that?” I will send him,” replied the 
Nawdb, “ when I return to Lucknow.” And when he 
arrived in Lucknow he said to Hasan EazS Ehdn: My 
mother asked for you several times and it is advisable 
that you should go and pay your respects to her: ” so 
Hasan Razi Kbdn travelled to Faizdbdd to visit (he 
Baku Begam, and at the same time to perform the Fitiha 
ceremonies of Nawib Shuj&^uMdaulab, the performance 
of which falb on the third of Ziqa^d. 

When Hasan Batd ^hdn was setting out for Faix. 
dbdd, Haidar Beg Shin oame to see him and had a pri¬ 
vate conversation with him, He said to hinij ** Yon 
*^have a cordial friendship and are at one with Ma(bl^* 
‘‘*Ali Khio, who is the Nawdb Begam’s chief eunuch, 
»and you have secret understandings with each other. 
^It is probable that the Nawd<b Begam’s eunuchs are 
^‘aecretly envious of the Bahu Begam’s eunuchs, owing 
to the greater grandeur of the latter. You must so 
^lUA&ago that they shall not consult with each other fn 
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• '' tbe m&tter which ia now before me, lest tbe Beganrs 
“ ahould'combioe with each other, for if they should be 
of one heart and mind It b probable that my plans 
rfay fail.” 

When Hasan Baz^ Kb^n reached FaJzdb^d, he went 
first to the Nawib Begam’s gate and on from that to the 
Bahu Begam's. He went through the usnal forms of 
courtesy and presented na^r, and eat a long time con¬ 
versing with the physicians and others who lived at the 
palace gates: and he asked all the slave girls and wnitifig 
women who had always been allowed to come to the 
door and had known him for a very long time, how they 
were, treating each and all according to their relative 
positions. He continued in this way to wait for Jawdbir 
'Alt Kbdn, who was inaide the palace, to come out. Ja^ 
wihir ^Ali Khdn was offended with his neglect of Mirza 
Ibrdhim Beg, as already mentioned: whereae Hasan 
Bazd Ehdn was wholly unaware of this and had. no 
recollection of the occurrence. Jaw^hir 'Ali wae^ 
delaying to come out and was waiting for Hasan Bazi 
Ehdn to go away that he might return home. Hasan 
Baz^ Ehin waited so long that the sun began to go 
down, and at last Jawihir 'Ali Eh do had to come out> 
and walked in tbe direction of bis palankeen. Hasan 
Bazd Ehdn prepared to greet him, rose up, and attempted 
to embrace him. Jaw^hir 'All KhSn, with an evident 
intention to avoid him, put his hand to his head, seated 
himself in his palankeen and hurried home. Hasan Eaz^i 
Khiu was ashamed of this reception and did not inquire 
what was the cause of this unwonted conduct and this 
displeasure on Jawdhir 'Ali ^in’s part. Ho rose and 
went to bis lodgings. The people at the gate and hia 
Totinue bit their fingers and wondered what it all meank 
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Kct one of tlieiu could <fatbom this secret, and tb^ p 
occurrence became talked of by every one. * 


That WAS the date fixed for Nawdb Shajd‘u’ddaulf^h’s 
F^tiha and Hasan Ha 2 d Ebin had charge of the illumi* 
nations and of the cooking of the food which was to be 
distributed. He bad also brought marsiya'l^bw^as* 
with him from Lucknow, and had appointed contractors 
of bis own. Everything was carried put according to 
bis orders at the place of celebration. That evening 
Muharratn ^Ali Mathd^ ‘Ali Klido, others of the 

Nawib Begam's eunuchs, and Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn, 
‘All £h4Q, NUli4t *Ali Khdn and others, the 
B^hu Begam^s eunuchs and stewards, went in great 
state and took their places. Shopkeepers of the city 
and spectators from the villages gathered in great 
aa&ibers. The Bahu Begam came in her palankeen 
and was set down some two or three paces from 
thO'tomb. Out of respect for her there was profound 
silence and quiet in the large gathering. All noise 
and tumult ceased. A company of irregulars came 
wic^^Abmad *Ali Beg, Kaptdn, as the Begam's escort, 
Mood behind her palankeen with the fuses of 
their matchlocks burning. On Chat side public access 
was closed. Mirza Muhammad Bazi, a friend of Hasan 
Itazi Ebin, who was the greatest iiiar^ya*ikhwia of 
kis day, began to chaunt a marsfyo, and everyone was 
lieteniug with the utmost attention. At this juncUtre 
Hasan Bazd Ebdn, after saying his sunset and evening 
pcayers, and reading the lessons for the day, left hfs 
iot^icgs and went to the GuUb Bdri. When he arrived 
at the gate with his retinue, who were over seventy in 

* mdcnimg verseB Borg on funerBU ocoasiohB. U&myfr. 

Bingen of such verBea 
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• all^aodwere strong men and armed, aiid other folloTre^s, 
servants ^nd orderlies, about two hundred in all, he 
proceeded to make hia waf in, not knowing that this was 
(he ^ay the Be gam’6 pelankeen had gone. The company 
of sepoys forbade him to enter. Hasan Razd Kh4n’s 
followers attempted to disperse them and clear the way 
for their master by using the big shields whieh they all 
had on their arras. The irregulars charged them and 
etruck (he shields with their gunstocks. When (he^ln 
found out that the Babu Begam was in her palankeen and 
the irreg^trs were drawn up to guard her, he forbade his 
men to struggle with them, and turning back be went 
and sat down in the corner of a chamber near Sbuj4‘a'd* 
Mulsh's tomb, sad, solitary, and silent. His followers, 
who were a large body, could not find a place to sit 
down owing to the crowd of spectators from the city, who 
had come in and taken their seats before them, aul so 
they were compelled to stand. When the Bahu Begap 
and all those present saw this they were astonished, and 
Jawihir 'All Ebdo sent Mir Eallu Fdzil, who had atone " 
time been a servant of Hasan Kazd. Kbiti’s and was now 
one of Jawihir ^Ali Ehdn’s retainers, from the place 
where he nnd his party were sitting under the awning 
at the east side, with a message to * the Mirza> askuig 
him why ke did net leave the corner where he was 
crouched and come to the awning. The Mii‘ 2 a replied: 

** This little place is enough for a poor weak roan like 
“,ma. I am not worthy to sit down in such company.^' 
When the ehaancing of mAr|iyas and other celebrations 
ended, the gathering broke up. The Bahu Begam 
returned to the Motf Mahal, and Hasan Kaz4 Ehin went 
home. Kest morniog the Bahu Begam went over to 
the Uoti High to oa the Nawdb Begam. On the 
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Hasan Baai Kb&n met her, dismounted from hls^ 
horse, saluted her, and accompanied her on foot. When 
the Babu Begam went i&side the curtain which buog 
across tbe door of the prirate gate, she brought* her 
palankeen to a stand*stiU, sent for Jaw^hir *Ali Ebdn and 
Hasan Rasa Kbdn, made them embrace each other, and 
tried to make up their quarrel Although they seem¬ 
ingly became A'iends again and used to salute each other, 
their mutual dislike continued as before. After a week 
Hasan Baz^ ^£n obtained permission to return to 
Lucknow, was inrested with a robe of hono^g and left 
Faizibid. When be saw ^safn’ddaulah, the Naw4b 
said: “You must haTO been very hospitably enter- 
tained,” and be replied, “ Entertained, indeed! 1 was 
** more hurt.than honoured.’’ 

About this time boils broke out on Aeafu’ddaulah’s 
neck. His mother sent Jaw^ir *Ali Kbdn to inquire 
fqr him. The Naw^b, for his mother's sake, treated him 
with great kindness, and he met many of the Lucknow 
nobility. Hasan Razi Kbdji treated him apparently 
with cordiality, and used to send him some dishes every 
day from his kitchen. But that splendid hospitality 
which had been shown on a previous occasion, when 
Hasan Bat& Khda and Mahhdb ‘Ali joined Mr. 
Middleton, the Retident at Luck do w, in entertainiug the 
Nawdb Begam, who was intending to perform the pil¬ 
grimage. to Baitullah,* and when Jaw^bir ^Ali 
entertained. Hasan Bazd Khdn, and Mahbdb ‘All Eb^ 
in return, asked them to his house, and set before tliem 
a numerous variety of choice dishes under covers, and 
afterwards presented them with robes laid out upon 
trays, was not extended to him. Haidar Beg ^hia 
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• Vas now established as minister and bad become powct** 
fuL Ho looked npon no one as bis equal. He bad been 
notbing but a police officer in the time of Sbujd^u’ddanlabj 
and* these eunuchs bad then thought nothing of him. 
Courtesj or attention was out of question. Haidar Beg 
Kh^n met Jawdbir ‘Ali Khin in Asafii’ddaulah’a darhdr, 
gi'eeted him and made a moTe to embrace hiuibut 
Jawdhir *A\i Khin eluded him, bowed, and merely 
asked bim bow be was. There was no show of cordt* 
ality or warmth. * 

Another epent now occurred. There was a Hlndd 
named Bhawdni Singh, a natire of Salon, who held Ms 
nativS village and two or three other ’Ullages op 
lease from Jawdhlr ‘Ali Ehdn at a head rent of eight 
thousand rupees, and the real rent* roll of this estate 
Was eighteen thousand rupees. As he was intimate 
with the Naw6h he had au armed force. Jawihir ‘Ali 
Ebin^s agent neglooted the enbancement of the rant 
and the resnmption of the villages. It so happened 
that in tbis year Bhawdni Singh fell out of the NawifcKB 
favour, lost his rank and was sent to prison. Man> 
lavi Faal ^Ali Xhin of Sa£pur, who had held the post 
6i deputy superintendent of the Naw4b’e cooking estab- 
hshntent and audience room under Hasan Rasi Khdiu' 
for a long time, that is from the days of Shujd^u’ddaulab/ 
and was now Bbaw^ni Singh’s agent at the Nawdb's 
Court, knowing that there was a profit of ten thousand 
rupees to be bad on his estate, asked Jaw^hir Ali EhM 
to be good enough to let him have the estate hitherto held 
by Bhawdni Singh, addii^ that be was quite as loyal to 
him as he was to Sarfardzu’ddaukh Hasan Bszd Ipidn,- 
and he would pay him In regular instalments the same 
rent which Bhawiini Sbgh bad paid. Akkwand Abmad 
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^Ali, Jflvrtfchir *Ali Kbiko’s local ftgsnt, had preTiousIy, 
informed Kim that there was a profit of tea "thonsaiid 
rupees on this estate; that the Maulavi wished to secttre 
the whole of this; and that he should by some pretext 
aToid granting his application r so Jawdhir ‘Alt Ehdn, on 
hte agent^B advice, replied that he would grant him the 
estate when be had interviewed the Begam on his return 
to Faiz^bdd; that he could not lease even one village 
without her consent. The Maulsvi, perceiving Chat be 
•tvae only putting him o£F, represented the matter to 
AsafuMdaulab and asked him Co use his iofiuence for 
him. The Nawib asked Jawdhir ‘Ali Khin to give the 
estate to the Manlavi for bis sake, and not on any 
account to tell the Babu Begam, and added that if be 
raised any objection be would send a regiment of regulars 
to put the Maulavi in possession. The Xhin replied 
Chat the Nawib and the N aw fib’s mother, the Baba 
^gam, were his masters, and he dared not disobey one 
or the other. From that day Jawfibir ‘All Khfio wae 
disgusted with the Nawfib. 

Two days later Jawihir 'Ali Kbfin was In vested with a 
eomplimaatary robe, took leave, and returned to FaiS' 
ibid. Here he narrated the whole occurrence to the 
Bahu Begam, who told him on no account to allow the 
Maulavi to obtain a footing in her jigirs. The Maalavi 
addressed the Nawib a second time and he despatched 
a reglmeot of regulars to put him in possession. The 
regiment entered Bhawini Singh's estate. When the 
Begum hdard of this, she ordered that the regiment 
j^buld be driven out. Mirza Ahmad ^Ali Kap* 
t4s, set out with two hundred cavalry and two detach' 
moots of irregulars, who were in Paisfihfid, more than 
a thousand men and two guas. They were loiaed by 
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* about Sevan hundred eepoye who were stationed*at 
Salon add a number of villagers at the eall of the 
small landholders on the jigir, and tl^e whole force 
ambunted to about three or four thousand men. The 
commander of the regiment despatched a report of 
this to the Nawib. As his intention was presently 
to confiscate the jig{cs, and the property of the eunuchs, 
Haidar Beg advised the Kawib to withdraw the regi¬ 
ment for the present, and said that the matter wo^d 
be settled in a few days by another plan. The Nawib 
recalled the regiment and it returned. At this the 
hearts of the Begam^s supporters were delighted, be¬ 
lieving that the Nawdb's force had been deterred by 
the formidable display they had made. * 

After ten or twelve days, when Haidar Beg Kbin 
bad ascertained facts reliably from various quarters, and 
had closed up every gap, and when he had made sure 
of the two Begams not acting in concert, and of their 
advisers being off their guard, he began to give line. 
He then took out his statement of account and laid 
it before Nawdb ^safu'ddaulah and pretended to be 
depressed and dejected beyond measure, He enacted 
the play once more. He bad entered in it the pay of 
the two brigades stationed at Ca wop ore, and five annas 
in the rupee of Che revenue which had been fixed 
the days of Sbnjd'u^ddauUb, and the pric^ of many 
.English curios and expensive articles which the ^awih 
had purchased from the Company at extravagant prices, 
and the interest on these moneys, and shown altogether 
one Jtror and twenty-five lake of rupees/ which he 
made out that the Nawdb owed to the Company, and he 
eaid: ‘‘1 have already brought this to Tour Excellency's 


* Afid a b&lf mibioas of rupeoa 
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- notice, and now the Company Is preseuig for payment 
“ I cannot sleep at niglit or digest my food by' day for 
fear. 1 cannot deTise any ficbeme to meet the case. 

I have nothing left but to apply to Your Excellency,’' 
The Naw4b aaid: *‘You aro the manager of all my ^ 
** dominions, and why do you not pay from the revenue 
J‘?vhicb you collect?” Then Haidar Beg Kb in went 
fin : ** The charges of the army and of public buildings, 
and of the establishmenta which are entertained far 
'beyond wliat is necessary, as in the case of elephants 
f'and horses, and the presents and the gifts of money 
which are disbursed night and day, involve so great 
expenditure of mouey, that there is not time to draw 
“ breath, yet your servant has contrived with great diffi- 
r cnlty to get together twenty^five lake of rupees. How 
to get the kror of rupees 1 cannot see. I have thought 
of a plan and it depends upon Your Excellency's 
^ wishes. It is this: that we, Your Excellency's servants, 
who are your dependents and whose honor and welfare 
is bound up in the permanence of your state and 
dignity, should hand over to you the profits of our 
f jdgirs which we hare accnmuUted, and should elect to 
i'undergo epme iaconvenience'and present to Your 
Excellency's government the income of our estates for 
**one year. If Your Excellency will be pleased first to 
confiscate the jdgirs of Nawib Sarfardtu’ddaulah and 
your hornble servant, and next the income of the 
villages constituting the jdgirs of your other depeut 
^ dents be called in to the treasury; and if in this way 
^Hbe one kroc of rupees be not renlixed, then if, for the 
fix^iatenance of the state, it he considered advisable 
<< to ask for a loan from Nawdh Sdlir Jang and firom tho 
^ B^n Begam? it would not he a wb oily improper cou^o 
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to pursue.” The Nawib expressed bis approval of 
die first proposal, but, referring to the second, he placed 
Ills bands depreeatinglj on the minister’s breast and said: 

I have several times, sioee my father died, takes large 
^ sums Jrom my mother, and on the last occasion I gave 
^ her a written release aad acquittance under the seal of 
the Company and also the seal of my maternal uncle 
to cover the future. 1 have not now boldness enough 
** to squeese her lest the Company should call me to 
** account.” To this Haidar Beg replied: “ The stability 
^ of the station of the Nawib Begam, the Balm Begam, 
and Nawdb Silir Jang, and after theirs that of ue poor 
people, is identified with that of Your Excellency. If, 
as 1 hope may not be the case, the money due to tko 
English be not paid and on this pretext they wrest the 
country from your officers, be pleaaed to tell me 
honestly, will the present state of things continue or 
*^not? Jawfihir ‘AH Kbin and Bahix 'AH Ebin in 
Faiztf,bid are misappropriating ali kinds of property 
** of the Baha Begam’s fearlessly, and are living in the 
utmost state and splendour. If they aufier annoyance 
** for a year, what loss will it be to Your Excellency? If 
they contribute to your treasury as much as they 
spend, it will be only fair and proper, for legally and 
** by custom Your Excelleucy is heir to your mother’s 
^'estate.” By such arguments be overcame the Naw^'s 
scruples and led him to forget the advice which he had 
hlmaeif formerly given, and theNawib, falling in with 
his proposfds, gave his consent. 

Haidar Beg first brought forward the confiscation of 
his own and Hasan Raad ^in’s jfiglr. Then, having 
brought about the confiscation of the j^rs of various 
courtiers, such as the eunuchs 'Ambar ^Ali iEbin, and 
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itfrin ‘All Ebin, and Ndw6b Mur^dii'ddaalah and ^ 
oAiera, he gave out that orders had beeurgiTeo to 
confiscate Nawih S4Ur Jang's also, and next, that, 
though it was apparently contrary to reason and justice, 
it seemed likely that money would be demanded from the 
Bahn Begam. Reports of this kiod were spread in Paiz> 
ib&d and, being on every one’s lips, became public. 
Bventually the eunuchs carried these reports to the Be* 
gtuna. At first they discredited them. But when the 
rumours were repeated time after time and when be¬ 
sides this Mir ^Ali, an old collector of ShujdVd- 
daulah’s time, went to the Begam’s jigice, no room for . 
doubt remmned. An order was given, the moment bis 
SErival was known, that he should not be allowed to 
remalu for one night. As revenne police and an armed 
force of the Begam's, about nine hundred or a thousand 
men, were on the spot, and they were joined by the 
villagers on the estate, there appeared a host of some 
five* or six thousand men who surrounded Mir Nfi^ir ‘Ali. 
He sent a written report to the Kawdb, who, finding 
things not to be as be bad expected, ordered him to 
return. This event stall further elated the Begam’s 
advisers, When thin^ had gone so far and intentions 
were no longer veiled, and Nawdb Bdldr Jang raised no 
protest but silently submitted to the blow which the 
oonfisoation of hla jfigir in dieted, Ja wAhir *Ali ghin was 
ordered by the Begam t-) writ© letters to Nawdb Xsaf- 
u’ddaulab, Haidar Beg $bda, Mr. Middleton and Mau- 
lavi Fasl Ebdo, and a separate letter was written 

Mad sent to each. 

The letter to Xsafu’ddaulah was to this eifect:_ 

“ Agafu’ddaulah, think of the presumption of which 
you nre guilty at instigation of ungrateful eneUaies 
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our house agamst me, who am your mother, anil, 
“ besides •tbia, bare privately and publicly cared for 
" you in many ways, as you yourself well know. NoC- 
wiebstanding all obligations, you seek by uobecoroiug 
and disrespectful actions to render yourself guiliy 
before God and coD^mned of men. Since the death 
of your father, when you succeeded to the seat of Gov- 
** ornment, I have experieuced at your bands nothing but 
injury and enmity. The claims which I have by law 
“ and by nature on you £ had uot upon Shujd^n'ddaulaiw 
Re had in his seraglio several thousand women, 
married and not married to him, allied and not allied 



“ to him by a temporary tie, and yet you well know the 
deference, attention, and kindness wbicb be showed 
“ to me. It is known everywhere. On you, who are the 
child of my body and the heart of my heart, obedience 
‘‘to me is a thousand-times more incumbent The 
'* money, property, j^irs and so on, which I possess are 
“ all derived from my late husband. From your treasury 
“when have I received a farthing? The notions you 
“have formed and the intentions you now entertain are 
“ a mistake. Dismiss the evil thoughts you harbour in 
“ casting your eye upon the mahdls of my j^r. If 
“ you do not, the consequences here and hereuftw will 
“ not he good.*' 

Haidar Beg Kbin was brieHy addressed in .similar 
style j—• 


“To the Honorable Haidar Beg EhAu,—You will 
“ remember that there was a time when, for the arrears 
** due on Hudauli and Darydbid, yonr elder brother, 
“ Ndr Beg, died in extreme torture, exposed to the bum* 
“ ing sun in aaonth of Amarddd, and you were rolling; 
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on tbo stone pavecnent beside ^our brother, half dead * 
** from^lhe heat of the sun and want of water, ^and you 
were on tbe point of following your brother, when 
** I interceded for you, pwd the money for you ffom 
my private purse, saved your life, and kept you under 
*‘£Qy protection and care, you then used to rub your 
forehead in gratitude and devotion at my door'Step: 
and the rank you enjoy and tbe position you have of 
minister of this country you owe to my son, and have 
derived from no other source. Perhaps you desire to 
" avenge yourself for your brother’^ death on my servants 
when you prompt my son to this wantonness and 
violonce. But the reason of it is that Xsafu’ddaulab 
'‘‘“is a simple-hearted man and absorbed in amusements, 
Whatever you tutor him to do, he does vrithout cou- 
‘‘ibdei'lDg the consequences. An avenging God will 
** requite evil deeds.” 

* The letter addressed to Mr. Middleton, the Itesident 
At Lucknow, was to the following effect 

Tbe role and habit of English princes and officials 
“is that they never swerve from their word or actions. 

^ Whatever they say or write, they stand by it, I hold 
several deeds under the seal of Mr. John Bristow and 
“ other gentlemen; they are to the effect that after their 
“ date the representatives of tbe Company and Naw&b 
“ Asafu’ddanlah have no further claim whatever on my 
“ money, my moveable property, the mabdls of ray jdgic, 
'land my dependents, servants, slaves, domestics, and 
others: and that 1 may do whatever I wish and can with 
^em. When they have committed such solemn pro* 
“mises to writing and handed them to me, what means 
this hofit^e move which is rumoured and is incessanriy ’ 
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** repeated, and seems likely soon to be carried out, aod 
from wht>m does it proceed ? 

Tbe following cutting letter was addressed to Mau- 
3&?i tozl ‘Azim Kh6a j— 

“ You have surely forgotten yourself You bare 
left tbe straight path. It is only a few days since you 
began to flatter my meanest slave girls, called them 
your sisters and were proud of the aoqaaiotaoce. To* 
day, in yonr greed for the ten thousand rupees profits 
Bhawdni Singh’s estate, you become a cause of 
^‘strife and discord, and gird yourself for deeds of 
^‘ingratitude and try to promote*a quarrel between 
M 2 ue and my son. This ciip is not au infusion of 
^‘poppy«heads harmless in its effects.*' 

When these letters reached Lucknow, the three 
addressees went with one consent and roice to Asafu’d* 
daubih and said that, as the Bahu Begam could not read 
aod write, these epistles seemed to proceed from Jawibir 
^4li Kb in, who would be bold enough to do anything 
that entered his heed without informing her^ that, as’he 
had been a slave of bis father’s, it seemed advisable that 
bo should reprimand him, and it would have a good 
effect The Nawdb, who was a perfect simpleton, prepar¬ 
ed to goto Faiadbid for this purpose, hut he first wrote to 
bis mother saying that he was coming to iDterview her) 
that she would have an opportunity of telling him her 
mind; and that be would himself la person tell ber all ho 
had to say. We poor people felt our minds relieved 
when this letter arrived, hut some perfidious persons 
who lived on the Begam’s bounty, who led to the ruin of 
her household, and who were burning with envy of the 
position enjoyed by Jaw^hir ‘AU gb4n and Babir ‘Ali 
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and wbo used to iovont compUints and Jymg, 
stories, and write letters about the Begarn’e^AtTairs to 
Hasan Hazi Khiu and Haidar Beg Kb do, and expected 
to profit thereby and obtain various favours, moneys and 
property^froin the Nawdb and his officials, among whom 
were some of theBegam’s own eunuchs; as soon as they 
saw that the Nawdh was himself coming and there was a 
chance of an understanding between the mother and her 
sou, and it would be found out who and who had made 
such and such statements and how they had come to be 
written, and these two noble persons would find out for 
certain that a particjilar individual had written a parti* 
cular statement, and the end wotild be that that person 
^ouLd be beheaded or be driven on a donkey’s back out 
of the city In disgrace, wrote letters Faizibid say* 
ing that there were there several guns and ammunition, 
and three or four thousand cavalry and in&ntry, and 
hundreds of other tried and trained men ready to fight, 
and that the Nawdb should be advised, if he came ac all, 
to be cautioDS. The Naw^b believed this story and 
called in all his sepoys, who were scattered here and 
there in various parganas, aud ordered his collectors to 
CntMtain revenue police instead of sepoys to assist them 
in choir collections, and to send in the troops. Accord*' 
ingly all the battalions of irregulars who wore black, and 
of regulars who wore red, and troops of cavalry came in 
in bodies to join the-Nawdb. All the men at the Baba 
Begam's command were two hundred mounted soldiera 
under Abmad ‘AH Beg, Kaptdu, eighteen companies of 
inegulars under Jawihir *Ali Kb in, one company of 
t^ulars and one detachment of irregulars under Bab^ 
«A1I ^bdn, one hundred infantry under Sakdn ^AliOfiu, 
aad dro or three hundred picked men who wone white 
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*Timforni: and tiiey had no ioWntion to fight any one or 
any othei'object itt vie In the first'place, there was 
no likelihood of any situation arisiog between mother 
and*soQ which would lead to bloodshed : in the next, 
what were two or three thousand sepoys before Asafu'd- 
daulali, who, notwithstsDcIiog the reduction and destrnc* 
tion of the old army, must still have had not less than 
twenty^fiTe tbousaod, nay, properly speaking, as many 
as fifty thousand men? They may be said to have been 
numerous as blades of grass. 

When the troops bad been collected in Lucknow and 
the artillery had been set in train, theNawdb set out for 
Faizdbdd with Mr. Middleton, the ResidentjatLuoknoY* 
Haidar Beg Ehdn said he would leave Lucknow in a 
day or two, and he hoped that the Nawib would not be 
in a huriy in any matter until he arrived; that be was 
bringing together another force and calling in people 
from scattered points and he would join him soon. 
he was wholly in the hands of astrologers, they had 
combined and told him it was not the propitious houx 
for him to depart. This is why he put forward the 
pretext of collecting a force and remained behind. 

It had been Xsafu^ddaulah^a custom, when he went 
to Faic^hdd, to send orders to have his old residehee 
near the Mod Mahal, which was tho Begam's lesideai^ 
prepared for his reception; and the servants and caro« 
takers there put the pi ace in order. On tbisocca^on do 
orders in this behalf were issued to any of tns eervants, 
'ftcd when he came to FaiEdbdd, he halted at the Asaf 
a garden which Shujd^i’ddaulah bad laid out and 
called aiW Aaafu’ddauUh, at a dietaoeelof two miles 
from tho Cbauk and nea* the out-post on^the Luckaow' 
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rpad. When bd did this, the Bahu Begam sent Jaw^hir, 
*A]i Kh4u and Bahdr ^AliKbin and bade them tfsk wb; he 
now baited at this garden contrary to hie nsual practice 
and remaned at a distance of more than two miles from 
her. He replied: “I am at present in such a state of 
melancholy that my mmd is npset unless I haye a 
large house with a good outlook. In Lucknow, too, 

** I spend most of my time in the open air. My msdica} 
adrisers, who are with me, have selected this residence 
“ to dispel my gloom, as being more commodious than' 
old birabdaria. I shall visit Her Highness in the course 
of the evening.” He presented each of the euriuchs with 
two shawls, a turban trimmed with pearWand a handker¬ 
chief, and they returned happy and announced that the 
Nawib would call in the evening. That evening, when' 
Was very late and in many places people bad already 
lighted tbeir lamps, he came to the Bahu Begam'e palace 
With Nawdb Sdidr Jang, his mother's brother, presented 
a nazr of one hundred and one gold pieces, as had been 
bis old custom, and sat conversing for a few minutes; 
He left very quickly on tbe excuse that he was going to' 
sunset prayer and torecite the P^tiba for ShujdVddaa- 
lab, and went to the Gutib Bdri and paused for a moment’ 
on his elephant to say the Fitiha and then went on to' 
Asaf Bdgb. Next day and the day after be came in the 
morjimg to see the Begam, inquired for her, stayed a 
,few minutes, and after a short conversation hurried away, 
SrO that there nnght be no opportunity for mentioning 
Ae jigfrs or money, and on both sides there was com¬ 
plete reserve. On tbe fourth day Haidar Beg Kbdn 
c&mo up with some troops and artillery. Ha^an RazA 
^hdn, who was an old confidential servant of tbe 
Bagam's, and Hudar Beg Khdu^ who owed his life te* 
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her, went, neither of them, to her gate to present nazr or 
pay their^’espects. This pained and displeased her. The 
Nuw^b did not call on her the day that Haidar Beg 
Kb^ arnTsd, but he sent Haw^b Sildr Jang to say 
that he owed a kroc of rupees to the English and be 
hoped she would give him the money. 

When this demand was made for a kror of rupees 
the Begam said to Nawdb Sildr Jang: “ His miod must 
have lost its bataoce or be mast be talking vrildJy in bis 
“ melancholy, What can be said of yon, who are agentlo- 
man, that you convey a message so out of place and so 
absurd? Ask bim, you should, who bus the whole of the 
Oudh sdbah and the Barkis of Akbardbdd and Allah* 
“ ib^d for his dominions, has he ever seen the sum bf 
kror of rupees or bad his father ever amassed such a 
“ sum? I, who have mahdls yielding four laka in my 
jdgfr, have expenses to the same amount; where can 
** I get a kror of rupees? And if be fancies there are 
any accumulations of Sbuji^uMdaulaU’s still left^ be 
“ has already carried thorn all off.” Next day the 
Nawdb came with Sdldr Jang and sat with the Bahu 
Begam, She said to him: ^^Is it true that you have 
“ asked me for a kror of rupees? Tell me, did you ever 
<<10 your father's lifetime see so large a sum, or havo 
“ you ever in the course of your own rale gathered so 
“much into your own treasury? I have never oven 
dreamt of so much; what is this that you are talking 
‘‘of behind my back?'' The Kawdh datly denied and 
said: ” I never made any such demand.” The Baba 
Begam then turned to Nawib S^dr Jang and addressed 
him: Ha I my brother, this was a fine lie of a 

message that you coined out of your own imagina* 
tioQ and brought to me. What good did you hope to 
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by talkmg like that?” SJildr Jang imposed silence , 
on his lips and said not a word. After a while (fawib 
Asafu'dd&ulab remarked: 1 do need a kror of rupees 
** to .pay the English, and 1 sent a message to that edect^ 
but F did not ask tor the money. My uncle thought 
I had asked for it. If you could kindly give me a part 
‘*ofil, 1 am sure that my difficulties would be lightened.’^ 
"1 myself/’ said the Gegam, do not know hon much 
“a kror is. If you want five or sis lake of rupees, 

“ however, I can give them to you: but do you want 
**a loan or a gift?” “ I want a loan/' he replied- When 
thus much had been said, the interview ended. The 
Nawi-b went off to Xsaf Bajh, and the eunuchs came 
home and sat down to dbe. When we beard what had 
passed, our minds were eomelvbat relieved, thinking that 
a friendly interview had taken place; that the Gegam 
would give ten or fifteen laks of rupees, and the Naw^b 
would relarn to Lucknow satisfied, and there would be 
no more tension; that tliere would be no more oppres- 
Moo or coveting of the jdgirs, and we should bo safe from 
a4pfii'sity. 

When Haidar Beg Khdu heard of this occurrence, 
k« tepresented to the Wawdb: “Your Excellency has 
^*g9ne to the trouble of coming from Lucknow to raise 
“a kror of rupees, and every one is talking and saying 
** that you have obtained a very large sum from the 
** Babu Begam, but your object will not at all be 
*' effected by the small sum which the lady bas promised, 
-^and we shall lose our good name because we have 
“extorted money from her. Why, then, should we not 
‘‘take as much money as will effect our object? Your 
^kw&bleeervant has fought of bow this may be done. 

^ Jawihif ‘AM Kh&n and Bah^r ‘Ali Kb^n are the Babu 
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• ‘‘Begam’s aervants and have complete control of tie 
affairs of her establishmeat. AH her savinga are in 
their keeping. Let them be taken away Irom her on 
^‘aome pretence and kept apart from her for a time; 
** then, if aome alight threats be used, whatever money 
“ they have in their possession will be obtained wiihont 
** any trouble. To harry the Babu Begam and create 
“ ilbfeeliog is inconsisCent with the relationship that 
exists between you and her, and would never be wise/' 
The Nawdb considering this advice good, sent Afrfn 
*A]i Kbdn, one of his own eunuchs, to the Bahu Begam, 
asking her to send Jaw4bir ‘Ali Khin and Bah^r *Ali 
Eb^n to bim for an hour, as he had something to sajs 
to them. 

This message caused us all consternation, and the two 
eunucbs also were lost in thought and perplexity and 
did not come to their private houses. They came out 
of the Begam's palace, sat down in the house whicit 
waa at the gate, and attended to their six necesslcies.* 
The Bahu Begam sent back Xfrln ‘AU ^lin and told 
him to say to his master; “ There is no harrier placed 
“ between you and me. Why do you not come yourself 
“ and say whatever you have got to say ? , What have 
^*you to do with my eunuchs ? They shall not go 
*‘to you.” When we heard this we agmn began to 
wonder what would happen, and we knew that the 
aituatioa was prolonged. As the attendance of the 
ennuchs was not to be thus easUy secured, another plan 
was adopted. iCfrin Ali EhAn came again with anodier 
message wd said that the b^awib had now made up his 
mind to come and stay in the old Birahdari near the 

* “ IU&'h&jit ^ ssfffitiya ; ttie six nsoessitise in 
slsspiog, wftkmg, oukiBg vater, and et«i^ing. 
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Beg&m, but extensive accommod&tion was needed for« 
bia servants and retinue: that if the Begam’s sepoys who 
had tbeir homes in Faizdbdd would go home for t^o or 
three days and take tbeir property with them, it would 
suit him, for his men could occupy their quarters. The 
moment tbe Begam heard this proposal she fiew into a 
rage and said: “All right: I know what you mean. If 
“ 1 understand, my presence too in the fort Is objection- 
“able. I am going to leave it.” 

When ^frfn ‘All Kb in left, be noticed that on each 
aide, from the gate of the heraldic port to the outer 
gate of tbe fort, which is known as tbe Takpauliya, 
there were living in every shop from ten to twenty 
of lie Begam's irregulars wbo were under Jawdhic 
‘AU Khdc's orders, There was another striking feature 
mot bis eye at the same time. Tbe detachment under 
.^bmad ^Ali Beg, Knptdu, and tbe company of regu¬ 
lars serving with the eunuch ‘AqaJmand were uz>der 
strength, and they had been ordered to enlist men 
and make up full strength. While this excitement 
was gi^ng OQ ‘Aqaltnand and Ahmad 'All Beg began 
to recruit, and for every ten men that were wanted 
a hundred presented themselves in hopes of employ- > 
ment. There was a great crowd of unemployed. When 
the throng was at its height AfHn ‘All Kh^n passed 
in his palankeen and be told tbe sepoys to vacate 
the shops and remove their property, for the NawdVa 
followers were coming to occupy them. When tbe 
Begam's sepoys heard his words, they thought as little 
of him as a By or a straw, and spoke to him harshly 
and ms{>l^tly, and called him vile names, and said they 
would net move an inch without the Bahu B^m^a order, 
21 
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♦ hot for iisafuMdaulah; nay, even if Sbuj^'n’ddaulali, 
Safdar Jang, and Burhinu'lmnlk rose from tbeir graves 
and begged them, it was impossible for them to movet 
XfHn ‘Ali Kb^a misrepresented to the Nawdb the cir¬ 
cumstances under which these expressions were used and 
exaggerated them. As the words Lad been spoken in & 
loud voice and there were spies of both parties present in 
the public crowd, who used to convey information to their 
employers every moment, the Nawdb Begam heard of the 
whole occurrence and sent a message to the Bahd 
Begam saying: “ What is this unexpected and unusual 
“news that I hear? I intend to come over aud see you 
“ and find out all about it.” The Baku Begam sent 
back word: “ You are ray senior, and I should be sorry 
“ to give you the trouble to have yourself conveyed here. 
“1 shall come over and see you.” It will be observed 
that, if the NawAb Begam had entered the fort with her 
supporters and the Sahu Begam had continued dnz^y 
to hold her place there with her retainers and had not 
left hef quarters, it is unlikely that such evils Would 
have ensued as hereafter followed; but, as God had 
doomed houses to decay, families to ruin, and this Long¬ 
standing system of semi-independence to fall, the Babu 
Begam left her palace in the fort on the af^rnooa 
of Friday the $5th Mahavram 1196 A. H< [10th Janu* 
ary 1782 A.D.]. 

When the Begara’s litter arrived in front of the 
mosque built by ‘Ali Beg Khdn, which is within the fort, 
the Muwazzin was calling to public prayer, It bad 
hitherto been the custom that, when the younger 
Begam was going to visit the senior Begam, altogether 
about four or five hundred men, sepoys, dependents, 
servants and others, accompanied her as an escort. Oft. 
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this occasion, as she had entered her conveyance in a 
rage and had resolved on quitting her residence in the 
fort, her servants of every grade eould no longer think 
of renoainicg in the fort. Her wliole armed force, who 
were about two thousand, and her eunuchs great and 
smsll, with their dependents, came with her in a body, 
bringing with them their indispensable baggage. As 
from the fort to the Mod Bdgb in the Ohaok B^r, where 
the Nawdb Begam lived, in itself no very great distance, 
the road was so narrow that the sepoys coold not march 
before her, they lined the road on both mdes from the 
gate of the fort to the Motf Bdgh until the Baba Begam’s 
Ikter bad passed. But every gentleman and all the 
bodyguard, as well as the Begam^s servaots and the 
friends of the eunuchs, who had not been accustomed to 
escort her Utter, now accompanied her armed and ready; 
and the irregulars and the regulars, without the orders of ' 

their commandants or the permission of their officers, 
stood on the alert with the fuses of their guns burning. 
A^bwaod Ahmad ‘All, who w.'ts Jawihir ‘AH Khdn's 
private agent, and the writer of these pages were together 
accompanying the litter. Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn leftShekb 
Jdrulla of Kasmandi with six unarmed door*keepers, who 
were old servants of his, on his premises to close the ^ 

doors on both sides and watch bis money and other pro¬ 
perty. In the same way some respectable man was left i 

in charge of Bahdi ‘Ali Shin’s bonse. His private sav- i 

ings and the Begam's cash which came in from the jigfrs. : 

were all in Bahir ‘Ali Kh^'s custody. Just as the i 

Begam’s litter was coming out of the fort, Maulavi Fasl 
‘A dm Kb An bowed and presented a nazr. It was net 
accepted. 
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Ttey 8&J that, when the Naw^b heard all the cir- 
cum stances of hie mother’s departure from the fort, he 
wanted to go in a hurry and apologize and entreat her 
induce her to return to the fort^ but Haidar Beg 
Khin said to him; “ If you wish to go, wait for an hour. 
“ She is only goiug to the Nawdb Bogam’s; that too is 
her home and she is constantly going there/’ At tbU 
moment arrived Maulari Fazl *Azfm Xhin and said: It 
not advisable that Your Excellency should go to 
“ apologize now. Things there have gone too far. The 
sepojs, both infantry and mounted, have their fuses 
alight and their muskets loaded.” As it was, however, 
the Bahu Begam was wholly ignorant of her sepoys 
being in the bizdr and having their fuses burning reaay 
to apply to their muskets. The Nawib, when he heard 
of this move, put off his proposed visit. The Bahu 
Begam entered the Moti B^gk with forty carts carrying 
her waiting women and slave'girls: and Jawihir 
Ehdn and Bah dr ‘Ali Kb in alighted at the q\Larters 
occupied by Matbi^ ‘All Kbin, the Nawib Begam’a 
eunuch, which were close to her gate. 
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As Maulavi Fazl ‘ Azfm Khin has been frequently men- 
tioned in. these pages, it is necessary 
that the reader should be informed 
of his origin and his end, so that 
account of him may not be lost in co orse of time. There 
is a town called Safipur about twenty-four miles sontii 
of Lucknow. Fazl ‘Aaim Kbio was one of the Shekhed* 
das of this place. In bis childhood there was no school- 
master to be found there. He cacne to Lucknow to 
learn Persian and began to read Sa^'s Oalistin with 
some one, and a place was fixed upon where he used 
to go to eat hla food. This is the rule in the case ^ 
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fiCudeota of Arabic, not of those wbo study Persian. He ^ 
used to go from his lodgings every morniDg, a small boy 
vith his GuUsUn under his arm, to the school, where 
other little boys were learning; on the road stood the 
house of NawAb Ibrdfaima’ddin KhAn, NawAh SarfarAa* 
u’ddaulah Hasan RazA EbAn's paternal uncle. The 
Eh An was generally sitting on his housetop overlook¬ 
ing the road when the lad passed. FazI ‘Az(m used to 
salute the NawAb as he passed every day, and the latter 
said to him one day, in the way old men joke with boys: 

Maulavi, what are you reading?^’ The NawAb thought 
that he ffas studying Arabic. The boy, who was 
reading the GulistAn, replied : MfzAou’894rf,” • The 
NawAb was an ignorant man, and some of his ways 
indeed savoured of lunacy. He did not know the differ¬ 
ence between the GulistAn and tbe MisAn. The boy 
was thereafrer nicknamed the Maulavi. When a great 
man says anything about an inferior, it generally sticks 
to him, though it be inapplicable. One day tbe NawAb 
called him up to his housetop and invited him to sit 
down and eat with him: and he asked him to come 
<)CcasionalIy to see him. So after two or three days 
more Fazl *Azim made it his practice to go up to the 
housetop, speak to tbe NawAb, sit a while and come 
away, until at last one day the NawAb said to him: 

“ What need is there for you to go to another place to 
*‘g€t your food? Leave come to me and dine with 
me every day.” Tbe Maulavi had scored a great 
point, for a g^eat man had without a word from him 
what bis heart was louging for him to utter. Wbat 
does a blind man want but two eyes? He jumped at 


* At ejemoituy treatise os Arabic Grammar. 
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•t)>e offer, left bis old lodgings nt once and came. As 
tbe Nawdb bad no son, be bad brought up his nephew, 
Hasan Baz4 as a son, and was extremel; fond of 

him. As Faal Aum and Hasan Baz£ were of the same 
age, they became fast firiends, and when Ibrdhim 
died, Fazl Azicn coo tinned to Lire with Hasan Raz^ 
Elidn, and when the latter was presented at Nawdb 
Sbujd^u^ddsulah’s court, and was appointed superintend*, 
ent of tbe bitchen and audiesce-ehamber, he made 
Fazl Arim his deputy in both departments. He did not 
receire much consideradon in Shaji^u'ddanlah’a time. 
Tbe Nawib used to dine with the Begam inside the ladies’ 
quarters. Fazl ^Asiin, being the depnty of Hasan Raz^, 
who was then familiarly known aa Mirsa Hasnu, used fb 
bring the dishes to the Begam’s door and hand them in to 
Hbaniya, Faniya, or Maoiya, the Begam's slare•girls, to 
take in to the Xawdb, and was proud to call these 
women sisters, and matfy hundreds of rupees he slipped 
to them. Thus it was they cams to his rescue on oue 
occasion. At dinner hoar food used to come from sis 
places; the main kitchen nnder bffrza Dasnu’s super¬ 
intendence, where two thousand rupees were espended 
on provisions every day; the minor kitcheu, which had 
formerly been managed by Mirza Hasan ^Ali, keeper 
of the tnswdb's wardrobe, but was subsequently placed 
under Ambtr ‘Ali Khdo, where three hundred rep©^ 
were daily spent; the Babn Begam*s kitchen, in charge 
of which was Eahir *Ali Ehio; tbe Nawdb Begam^ 
palace, from which some dishes came every da;; Mrza 
AH Ebdn's house; and Kawab Saldr Jang's. These 
contributions used all to be set out together. A fly 
happened to be found in a dUh sent in by the Mania vi, 
and the Nawdb inquired where the disb bad cooie from. 
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Dbaniyft knew that, if Bbe aamed Mfrza HasQU or Fad ^ 
*AzirQy they would at once be pucished^ aud so she 
said that it had come from S^lir Jang’s. The Ksw^b 
said Dotbiog and Mirza Hasnu and Fazl ‘Azim esc^ed. 
They were saved from many a punishment by the atten* 
dons and flattery they paid'to these women. 

Af^er Sbnji^u’ddaulab’s death, when Xsafu'ddaalah 
transferred his residence to Lucknow, Hasnu became a 
minister of the sdbab, and was invested with the title 
of Sarfardzu’ddaulah. Considering the places of bead 
of the kitchen and audience*chamber beneath his dig* 
Lity, he conferred them on Fazl ‘Azim, who, although 
he sometimes described himself as Hasan Itazi's deputy, 
was really himself the holder of these appointments. 
Owing to his constant attendance on Xsafu’ddaulab he 
came to be called Fazl ‘Azim Fbia, hut, as he had been 
in his early days known as Maulavi, that title clung 
to/him ns long as he lived. He had one brother, called 
P(uk‘A]i Ebin, and two cousins, one hb paternal uncle’s 
SOD, the other the son of his paternal aunt, named res* 
pectlvely l^huUm ‘Xzim Xbdn and (JhuUm Makhddm. 
Bach of the four cousins used to appear at the levies 
in his turn and had the right of private entree. 

After Asafu’ddaulah’s death, in the time of Wazfr 
*AIi, who occupied the seat of gov ere meet for only /oar* 
months, Fasl ‘Azim was removed from the appoint* 
meuts he had held, and Tafazzul Huseu Ebdu, who 
became minister of the sdbab after Hasan Bazd. 

^smissal, selected among his own relations Ehwd* 
ja Qhnl^tD Muhammad alias Ba^ Mirza and appointed 
Imu in his stead. About the same time the four cousina 
di»d after the other. 
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Tbe that tbe Begam entered Moti B^, A^i* 
X8»fu'JdiiiLJ.'B wand Ahmad‘AH, the lessee of tha 
tx&QBSictioDft witb hla jdglrs, wbo had some days before 
mother redomed, affaire, bad taken 

tbe precaution to call in to tbe Begam'e aid tbe collec¬ 
tors of mabAla, of whom there were eight witb eight 
fanjd^rs, exclusiTe of the faujddrs of tbe smaller zll^s. 
Each of them came into Faizibid with all his followers 


and sapporters. The Begam’s sepoys who were sta¬ 
tioned in these places, and the lessee's serrants and 
tbe faujddrs' subordinates and most of the landholders 
of tbe Tillages, who were well satisfied witb the good . 
administration, came in with them. These collectors 
and their crowds of followers, joined by a contingent 
from Faizib^d, formed up in a line on both sides of 
tbe road from the fort to the southern turnpike or out¬ 
post, which is known as the Allab&b^ Nika, a dis¬ 
tance of two miles. The shopkeepers of the city closed 
tbeir shops for fear of plunder, and stood watcl^g. 
Tbe host of onlookers and tbe presence of five t» sts 
thousand armed men in the city created a formidable 
show. There were also about four or five hundred 


persons, men of rank and promineut citizens and mem¬ 
bers of the Begam’s and the eunuchs' bodyguards, 
who were standing at tbe palace gate armed for afigh^ 
ready to share tbe danger and sacnfice their liress In 
the same way the inner gate leading to the Begam’s 
residence was also thronged with guards. There wend 
many onlookers in tbe Ob auk Bdsdr who had taken 
.bedsteads and tables and placed them before the shops 
to stand on. 

Mirza Jdkan, son of Hakim ‘Ali Husen ^in, bad 
insisted out of friendship on taking Akhwand Ahmad 
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*A\i and me to his house^ which was close by, and h&d 
made us Lis guests. About nine o^clocb in the evening 
a messenger came and informed us that a Company’s 
regiment had come in from the west by the ^ih)l 
Darwdza and occupied the fort, and that now there 
were regulars mounting guard at the ilabu Begam’s 
gate and Jawihir ‘Ali Ebdn and Bah dr ^Ali KLin’s 
houses, and at the gates of the fort on three sides as 
well AS on the north overlooking the river: and they 
had placed a can d on at each gate. This an d ounce- 
ment reduced us to despair and our silly hope that 
Asafu’ddaulah would remember that the Began) was 
his mother and that his affection would assert itself, 
and harmony would be restored, was wholly dispelled. 

The Begam's enemies now came to the conclusion 
that the Babu Begam had leit the fort at the advice of 
her eunuchs in order thereby to frighten the Eawdh 
W^ir into relicq^uishing his demand for money, that 
he might be induced by fear of public disgrace or moved 
by sympathy and affection to apologize. They said to 
themselves that this was the crisis, if the Naw^b Wszfr 
gave way, they woold lose the object of all their labours 
and devices of years past; whereas, if he only wicked 
a little at them, their whole end would be gained; that 
the Begam and her advisers would feel that he was her 
eon, and would assure themselves that he was only 
acting ungenerously j and so they would not on any * 
account go without the money. It was on this con- 
elusion that the order was given for the regiment to 
ts^py the fort. 

As there was now no doubt of a rupture having 
tak^ placOj messages no longer passed between the 
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•tvro parties, and complete dktrust ensued. 'Ambar'^AH 
Xhhi and Ydenf ‘AH Ehin, two eunncbs, wbo were 
reputed to be Jawdhir ‘All Kbd,n’s brothers, and were 
on terms of barmonj and amity with him more than 
fraternal, and who were employed by the Nawdb Wazhr 
sn Lucknow, a^eed that Ydsuf ‘All Kbdn should be 
sent to neg^otiate, that there was no danger of bb 
beiDg molested. The first time be came, it was about 
9 He delivered some messages from the Naw^b 
Wazir to the liawdb Begam, and then be tamed to 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdu and used several threats of his own 
invention to him, and said the Nnwib Wazlr says so 
and so about you. The reason of this was that whe|^ 
the Nawdb Wazir was returning from Bandraa, Ydsuf 
*Ali Khdn first came into Jawdbip ‘Aii Khdn’s bouse, 
and being glad to see him, saluted him. Jaw4hir ‘AH 
Ebiu, considering himself an elder brother, remained 
sitting when he embraced him. This greatly offended 
Ydsuf‘Ali Khdn, and so, when Jawihir ‘Ali Khdn was 
in confinement, he frequently complained of this to me. 
In short, now that he came as theNawd,b Wazlr’s repre- 
aentative, be was so smalbminded and ungenerous as 
to use the opportunity to say whatever be pleased. 
True men only say resentful things when the facts of 
the occurrence which lead to them are fresh iu the 
other party’s mind. As this occurrence had taken place 
four months before and Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn had quite 
forgotten it, Yusuf ‘Ali Kbdn’s conduct was pointless# 
Ydsuf ‘Ali took leave and returned to the NawAb 
Wazir. Next morning, Saturday, the sepoys who bad 
been standing under arms in the Cbauk Bdzdr for six 
watches wichont food or drink, were still found there 
Steady aa a rock. Not one of them had moved. But 
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tliere was a groat crowd at the Begam's palace gate 
aervants of the Nawdb Bcgam’a other than sepoys, 
such as ph^'siciaos; servants of tbe Bahu Begaro's ; 
friends of Jaw^hir *AU Kb4u and Bahir ‘All ^han; 
companions of other eunuchs; and most of the princi¬ 
pal citizens of independent means, who remembered th;it 
were residents of the city, and that tbe Begams 
were their patrons and the eunucha were their friends; 
and many of all these were present to show that under 
such circumstances they were ready to rally round 
their masters. For they were sure that there was only 
a passing quarrel between the mother and her son, and 
some day mutual good will would be restored : tbe dry 
channel would again Bow with water, and tbe loyalty 
of to*day would then bear fruit. Some who could not 
find room to sit, owing to the limited accommodation of 
^e buildings at the palace gate, sat in tbe Ohauk near 
the gate, and c«ne and showed themselves every now 
and then. 

In the midst of this Mirza Jamshed Beg made an 
offer. He commanded a troop of Turk irregulars and 
he had seven hundred mounted men with him. He had 
Been entertained by Sbuji'u'ddaulah, and he was excess* 
Ively dissatisfied with Haidar Beg Kbin, becauae be 
would not pay tbe troop which be commanded, but 
was anxioua to disband it. He could not, however, 
find a pretext then for this. A year later he did, and 
broke up the troop. Mirta Jamsbed Beg now sent 
one of hia Turk irregulars, a Hiudd, a native of Bais- 
wixa, whom he could trust, and who had a brother, 
ft landed proprietor of Tilo,i, then with Akhwand Ah- 
‘JtJi, vith a message, asking that Jawilbir ‘AU 
K\xia might tell the Bahu Begam tha4.he aa an old 


THE BZOAHH 


HI 


•aemnt of tbe femily would, if the Begfira would only 
give him a i^uiet hint, ta,k6 Haidar Eeg unawares, 
when he was camping iu an opeu place, and sweep 
dowu upon him ; that be would carry blm off, if he 
resisted, and bring bim to the palace gate like aa 
old womau, with bis hands tied behiod bis back: that 
old servants were ready now to show their loyalty and 
risk their lives, if tbe Begam would only take them 
by tbe band afterwards. As Akbwand Ahmad 'Alt was 
of a timorous dispositiou, he was afraid of meddling ia 
any matter in which there was aoy fear of a collision 
between iudueotial people, and be drew back and told 
the landholder who was with him to he very careful 
and not to dare to mention such a subject again. Tjie 
bearer of tbe proposal was disheartened aod returned. 

The extraordinary part of it is that the Baku Begam, 
solely because of what she bad beard Afrin ‘All Zhin 
utter to the efl*€Ct that her sepoys and servants ahoi^d 
vacate the houses they occupied, was so ont of temper 
that she left tbe fort and went to the Kawib Begazn’s 
house, and yet she kept saying to herself that after all 
the Nawdb Wazir was her son and was only led away 
by some disloyal people, and he would surely return 
to obedience; and she bad no idea that there would 
be any figbeing or bloodshed. The excitement and 
tension, the show of fight and the blustering, were- 
wholly the creation of the military. How was she to 
conceive a notion of resistance for she bad never had 
but the one son, and it is not uncommon, in either the' 
higher or lower grades of life, for a mother and son 
to fall out and yet a deadly hatred not to ensue. And 
in this case where there were only eunuchs and slaves 
At her band, they were not the stu^ to come betwe^ 
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tboir masters or advise any step ^idiout the Begam’s • 
orders or without ioforming Jawihir ‘AJi Kh^h, 

Mirsa Ahmad *AIi Eaptda eod the eunuch 
tUand made & bold aud vigorous dash into the fort and 
dragged out with the help of their sepoys dve or &i£ 
Caapon which were in the fort. The English officers 
who were with the regiment inside the fort, not haviog 
permission to :dght, took no notice and made no resist*' 
flnce. In the middle of each gateway, three of which 
there were in the entrance to the fort in the heart of 
the Chauk, they placed a cannon, and in theg^ate of the 
fort where tliere was a Company’s gun mounted point- 
big south, they placed another close up to it pointing 
flortb. And they ordered the irregular cavalry to leave 
^etr horses beloW and go up to the roof of the triple 
gateway. These meo, who were move than two hun¬ 
dred, went up with muskets and lighted their fuses. 
It'^was meant that, if the Naw^ib Wazfr^s troops ad* 
vanced hy this route to fight, the men below should 
engage them there while the others attacked them from 
the top of the triple gate. 

On Saturday, the 20th of Muharram 1196 A.H, [5th 
January 1782 A.D.], when it was past lOa.M. andthe 
difficulty had not been solved and there was no knowing 
how it would end and how long it would last, Ambar'Ali 
%hiQ suddenly came from the Nawdb Wazlr’e encamp- 
ment, went into the Begam’s palace, and addressiug 
the Nawdb Begam aaid: ‘'His Ezcellency has sent 
'' me to say that he wishes to come to see you, but be 
^has learned from some informers that the servants of 
‘‘his respected mother are blocking the way with artil- 
‘[lery, and he cannot venture to approach; If hia 
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• “ mother bae up men to oppose hia adracce, be 
“ cannot Ihiok of facing them. If they are to menace 
any one else, kindly say who he is, so that His £;cce]- 
“ lency may join her forces and fight her enemies.'* 
The Nawdb Begam turned to the Baha Begam, and 
said: ‘^hladam, bare you heard your sop’s message? 
“ What am I to say in reply? ” The Bahu Begam said; 
“I know nothing about it Who is it who has drawn 
“ up the troops and threatens to fight? Perhaps it is 
“Jawdhiror Bahir.” They, who had been standing 
in tbs presence of the ladies from early momiog, said : 
“We have been present with your ladyship and wa 
“know nothing about what is going on outside. How 
“ could we venture without your orders to think bf 
“ fighting with your son our master? We are wholly 
" ignorant of tho matter.’* 'Amhar 'Ali Khdn went 
on: " They have even planted guns to cover the Com- 
“ pany’s troops who are lodged in the fort^' The Bahu 
Begam then ordered that the guns Should be made 
over to AaaPu’ddauIah’s troops. The moment the order 
was given, the Nawib Wazir’s gunners came and took 
the guns from the Begam’s artillerymen, and drew 
them off to the camp with their own hands, while the 
Begam's gunners boldly broke into a volley of abuse 
and shouted : “ Would that we were the servants of a 
“mail' We have been eating the salt of this house for 
“long years and drawing our pay every month j we 
“have for a long time wished to shed cur blood before 
“ our illustrious mistress' eyes. After many prayers 
“ God has brought the chance to*day, and it too this 
“woman and her eunuchs have let slip. A thousand 
“curses on the service!" In relating this occurrence 
I have made use of polite terms, but they used rude 
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and unjustifiable expressiona. The foota did oot recol* * 
lect that on the one side w&s a mother and on the 
other her son. Who were they that merely to p^se 
them, and to test their courag;e and discipline, she 
should fight with Xsafu'ddaul&h and cause bloodshed? 
When the guns bad been carried ofF the ardour of 
the sepoys was some what abated, but they continued 
as they were posted. ^Ambar *Ali Khin returned and 
reported everything correctly. 

I write whatever I either saw or heard without 
exaggeration or minififation. While 'Ambar ‘AU Khdn 
was deliveiiog the Nawih Wazfr's message to the Nawib 
Bfgam inside tbs palace, some eunuchs came and told 
Atbwand Ahmad *Ali and others who were in waiting 
with him outside, that the Kawdb Begam had told the 
Bfthu Begam that, if she meant to fight, she too was 
with her; “ Let us,” she bad said, “get into onr litters 
**and go out, and though it is likely that your son 
^‘may be defeated, be may not be ; because, though the 
“ rest of the old army baa perished, there ore still some 
“of the old cavalry officers left ia the Nawib Wadr's 
“ force who are well aware of our rank and station, 

“ and they are diesatiefied with your son : so probably 
“hie hopes may be blasted ” The Bahu Begam replied; 

“ God bless me, what is this you say? He is my only 
“ son, and the joy of my heart. How could I wish 
“him to be defeated? Let him do what be likes.” 
And she turned suddenly to Jaw^f Ali Kb4a and 
Babir *Ali Kb6n and said to them : **his whole excite- 
**ment and misunderstanding is due to you. If you 
” can, go to him. You are bis father’s slaves. If he 
“ Will jfunlsh you, submit to it, for it is no disgrace to 
“you. If you know of any place where you can be 
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safe from his anger, go t^ere. Expect nothing from 
“me.’* As it was an affair between mother and son, 
and they had no other status but that of slaves and 
serrdnts and had always been dancing attendance on 
the Bahu Begatn, the moment they got this clear 
expression of her will, they were astounded, but dared 
not mahe any reply. 

When ‘Amhar *Ali Klidn told Naw^b Asaftj’ddaulah 
what he had seen, the I^awdb’s counsellors asked him : 
“ Well, now that you have seen for yourself, tell us 
“bow many sepoys according to your estimate did 
“you see?” “Although,” said he, “my estimate is 
“not, I believe, absolutely correct, yet there are men 
“ standing closely packed together on both sides of the 
“ road the whole way from the gale of the fort to the 
“ gate of the city. They and those present at the 
palace gate s^em altogether to be about ten thoneand 
“ men. God kuows how many they really are.” T^e 
Nawdb Wuir’s advisers ventured no opinion as to how 
this gathering was to be dispersed, and the eunuchs 
to he Imd hold of. 'Ambar ‘Ali Khdn came back again 
from the Kawib Wadr and delivered a message that, 
if the sepoys who were posted in the Chauk B&zdr 
would withdraw, he would come to see the Begam& 
Au order was given that they should retire and draw 
up in D&bdsar, a plain south of the city, where Par* 
ehid Singh’s cantonment, in which were quartered 
two regiments, had stood in Sbuji^n'ddaulah’s time, 
and where Dirib ‘All Kb in ha^ now built a small, house 
in which be lives. ‘Ambar ^Ali Ebiu accordic%ly took 
tb^e troops with the Bahu Begam’s permission out 
with him, and kd them to the place she had named. 
As soon as this was done, the Chauk Bdzdr and indeed 
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tlio ffhole cit^ became deeerted. Buying, selling, aird* 
fill business stopped. People stood scattered at the 
comers of tbe streets and in lanes watching to seo 
what the end would be; but the fire hundred hr so 
people who were at the p^ce gate did not leave. 

Prior to this, that is from the time the Bahu Begam 
left the Moti Mahal and entered Mofi Bdgh and the 
soldiers were posted in the Chauh till they went ont 
of the oity, her troops and artillery seemed to the Naw£b ' 
Wa2ir's agent lihe the waves of the sea. The numbers 
on our side, however, appeared to the other party greater 
than they were, because they were pent up in the middle 
ef a city, and they in their turn thought the Nawdb's 
contingent as numerous as they were, and every one 
knows that under such circumstances of uncertainty 
both parties are beset by distrust and fear. The 
Nawdb Wazir’s advisers feared that, if an engagement 
tdok place, there would be no room to draw up in line 
where canuousand muskets could be used, and that there 
would instead be a housd-to«house fight and small arms 
be called into use: and the common folk on that side 
said to themselves that It was to be feared that the two 
Begams woidd come out together and the old soldiera 
join them and mutiny, and the vUlagere would side 
with them : this would lead to great confuslou. 

Gaidar Beg Ehdu was exceedingly cunning and 
had a great knowledge of men, and planned everything 
that be did so skilfully that nothing he attempted 
Over failed. This all was proved in the time of Asaiu’d- 
^ulah. In Shuji^u'ddaulah's time certainly no plot 
or device of bis succeeded. His elder brother was 
iMeved the criminal administraticm of two mah^ls 
2j 
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• and died a sliameful dMb, and be toe woQld kave 
^eri8bed*ia tbe jaws of death had not Bab&r 'All 
£hdn mterrened and the Begam entreated for him. 
'With all hie qualities, however, one thing be Uched. 
He was wanting in courage and he was afraid to fight. 
Thus in Shnji^Mdaalab'a time he held the magisterial 
ese entire charge of Snltinpnr, Rudanli, Daryib^d, and 
Earah in the Aliabibdd Sarkir, bnt he nerer once 
faced the villagers in a stronghold or on the open fields 
sj collectors are .accustomed to do, bnt he sat in a fort 
and threatened tenants and landlords with his pen. 
And on this occasion when there was a splendid oppor- 
tunit 7 for him to fight, he was in a state of terror, 
and sought to captnre the ennnchs by fraud and deceit 
Although money was above all things most seedfdl, 
he desired more than everything else to avenge himsolf 
for Bah^r *Ali EhiD*8 mission to Calcntta and the base 
suggeatioQ be had made to Kdshi Rij,his agent at 
Calcutta, under the eircamstances already narrated. 
It was chiefly from this motive that he ezorted himself 
so vigorously to get them into bis clutches. 

To continue, some messengers brought in word Uiat 
*Ambar 'Ali had solved the difficulty and bad 

moved the whole army out of the city. Some rustic 
attendants, who were called orderlies, such as Bbaw^ 
Singh, Nawda Singh, Bustam ^AJi and others, suggested 
to the Nawdb that, if he now sent one company 

of regulars, they could earily capture the eunuchs: hut 
the messengers said tbat the eunncbs were in attend¬ 
ance on the Begam inside the palace, and about a thou¬ 
sand men, the Nawib Begam’s sepoys and members of 
the bodygui^ and respectable men of good families in 
the city, were posted at the palace gate, and thus it 
would be imposdble to get at the eunuchs. 


tLijuin® or 


> In tbis excitement Jaw^ir ‘Ali Kb^n's sense ofr 
eelf*respect told him that he should not make himself 
butt of insult and should not go to the Nawib 
Waztr, for God onljr knew what might happen;*that 
the Beam’s troops were standing under arms outside 
the city; that they would probably assist him as he 
had for years, past been their patron; that he should 
ride out and join them; that no one could then seize 
him without a %ht, and if he were killed it would be 
better than that he should be Submitted to public insult. 
He determined to adopt this course aud he came out 
to the spot where bis horse was, behind the Moti £igb 
under a pikar tree near Hasan ‘All Kb^n’s door« and 
stood there. He bad a bundle of clothee conskting 
of some shawls and wraps and some spare suit^ which 
be bad given me to keep, and two hundred gold coins 
tied up in two handkerchiefs, a hundred in each, and 
o^e was in each side-pocket He wae ready to start, 
when up came Hasan RaeiKhin's orderly and delivered 
a message that no device would be of any awail now, and 
that, though he thought Hasan Razd Ehdn bis enemy, 
he waa stall the same old, £rm, and true friend that he 
had been; that in his opinion it would be best for him 
to come to the Nawdb Wazlr without being summoned, 
for after all he was bis old master’s son, and be would 
do nothing to cause him disgrace or shame. Rabir 
'AU ^bdu shouted: 1 will go first and present myself 
“ He is my lord and master. Whatever is his will, I 
submit to it.'’ When Jawdhir ‘AH Khdn saw that 
Hasan Eazd Khiu advised this course, and Bah^ ^AH 
%bin was ready to go, he felt that, if he remained, the 
blame of the whole disturbance would be laid upon him, 
and that he must accept his fate aud go. the 
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* two were ^ready to leave aod asked the Bahu Beam's 
permission to start, tho Nawib Begam sent Mafbii^ *Ali 
Kbin, her own con£dentiai ennncu, with them, and told 
him to admonish ^safu'ddaulab in her name and say 
that she had sent him these two persona out of regard 
for him, although they had done nothing wrong and be 
groundlessly fancied that they had; that he was to for¬ 
give them and send them back to her. 

Jaw 4 hir *Ali Ebin and Bab it 'Ali moantect 

their horaes and went with Matbii‘ *Ah Khin to Nawdl> 
Asafu'ddaulab. When leaviog they ordered that no 
one should accompany them save one servant for each: 
bnfMirNifiir *Ab, who waa looked on as Babdr ‘AH 
Eh^n^s brother, and Kbnrram, a eunnch boy, whom 
Jawdbir ‘Aii Eb&n bad taken under bis wing, followed 
at a diatance. One of Jaw&hir ‘Ali Ehin’s messengera 
named Jiwhq also followed. Akhwand Ahmad ‘AI4 
hfohammad Haydt, supervisor of the kitchen, and% 
remained sicting silent In Ma(bii‘ 'A!i ^dn^s honse,. 
anxioQsly awaiting the result. 

When the ennucbs arrived in Xsaf Bigh, the Nawil> 
Wasir was in his rearing room, and they remained 
standing. Bahix ‘Ali Khdn had tied bis hands up is 
his handkerchief and Jawdhir 'Ali EbAn had secured 
his with the comer of tbe shawl which he waa wearing 
thrown across his shoulders. When the NawAb camo^ 
out, they bowed to him in this submissive attitude and 
be put out bis hands and unloosed theirs th 6 

« utmost condescension, led them into the apartment 
which served as his bedroom, and bade them sit down. 
Matbd^ *Ali EbAn delivered to the NawAb Wasir hia 
gra&dmother's message, while the vilest servants wec^ 
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8 © low miaded and insolent ns to drnw thdr ewords' 
from their scabbards and commence passing tbem to 
one anotbeFf saying: What are they after all. and 
“ where do they come from? If only the Nawdb Waa(r 
would place the sword (n the hands of his serr* 
“ants—” as much as to say 1 “You wore only just this 
“ moment ready to fight and oppose us, and you are 
“ now fellen into our power: here you are without a 
weapon and we hare all these weapons.” The Nawdb 
Wasir told the eunnebs to remain where they were: 
that perhaps it was their sepoys who had lit the fossa 
of their muskets in Faia^bdd with the intention of 
cesieting the Company's regiment that was in the fort: 
and that Mr. Middleton was therefore displeased with 
them; that he would go himself to the Resident's 
tent, make their excuses for them, and return. He 
entered his cooreyance and went to the deer park, 
which Sbuji^u’ddaulab bad laid out, a large plain where 
the Resident’s and Haidar Beg Kbin’s tents were 
pitched. He told them how things were: that bis 
grandmother .had sent the two culprits; that be had 
forgiren them and was sending them back. Haidar Beg 
said: “ Then all the toil, trouble, and labour of these 
“ many days is to go for nothing, The reports which 
“ have spread from Delhi to Calcutta have been vain 
“ pnd we gain no thing. Keep them for one hour. 

“ You will at once get a kror of rupees. These are 
*? golden geese which have fallen into our hands.” The 
Nawdb Wasstr looked to Mr. Middleton, and he made 
a g%n that he concurred with Haidar Beg. The Nawdb ’ 
Waalr had ho help for it now, yielded to their advice, 
and returned to the ^eaf Bdgh. He addressed the 
eunuchs and said: ‘‘I have returned after iateroedlcg 
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• joQ vrixh Mr. Middleton. Better it is that you 
** too eho^d go for a while to malte yoor own excuses. 
“ You will go with Maulari Fazl ‘Adm ^in to the 
^^gentlemsD’s tent. He will do what I have told him.'’ 
The Maulavi went with them. When their horses 
arrived near the tents occupied by the EugUsh Resident 
and the minister, the Manlavi hurried on his elephant, 
while some of the Turk cavalry, who were escorting the 
Manlavi, remained behind and aarroiinded the eunuchs. 
The latter now grew suspicions, but they bad nothing 
lefl but to proceed. When they arrived opposite Mr. 
Middleton’s tent they dismounted. The Resident came 
out, hade them good-day, told them he was drinking 
tea, and told them to take a seat fora moment in anoth^ 
tent which was close by and nnoccnpied: he would 
come to them when he had done. As everything bad 
been prepared beforehand, and the second tent had 
been set apart for tbeir imprisonment and soma match- 
lockmen had been hidden round abont it, to ait there 
and to be imprisoned were one and the same thiz^g. 

Jfwan, messenger, first returned and whispered to 
Akbwacd Ahmad *Ali: They have been imprisoned, 
and a regiment placed to guard them.” He was struck 
damb with astooiabment and bewilderment. Then 
Mirza IsmaHI, who bad seen the world, and was an 
associate of Mafbii^ 'All Shin's, quoted this qnatrdn 
apropos of the occasion:— 

Iftft for a MTUwgB’s xay bsirt b&Ui framed 

a load dwire i 

To ihoekss &eedom of tha fi»otlika wfiwit 

I aspire. 

This xoaasagv* tnen of iBOTam^ to Sikandai' 

SoJausia bear: 

** tfini be the realm of iadigeDCe, the pomp of em- 
{qre7cen.to Bhan.” 
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After ao hour Mir Nifdr'^Ali caioe to the Beg;dm*e 
door, uttered a cry and fell down insensible. Hatbd^ 
*Ali Eh^n followed close on Ms heeb, entered the 
harem and told f?hat had occurred. The Kawdb Begam 
flew into a passion and used riolent language. The 
Eh^n left her and came to his own house, and finding 
A^wand Ahmad 'Ali utterly disappointed, broken down, 
and inconsolable, advised him to be patient aud silent. 
I left with Akbwand Ahmad *A& 'to go and sit down 
somewhere. Kotwitbstanding the former acquaintance 
and extreme intimacy which had existed between all of 
us, and that before this nearly e?ery one was anxious 
that I should talk and be on familiar terms w>th him, 
not one of the eunuchs or my other old friends .would^ 
aowthat fortunes bad changed, look at me or ask me 
to sit down. There was a small masonry platform 
near the palace gate, on which a butter used to cool 
water with saltpetre for Matbtj‘ ‘Ali Khdn. There was 
a reed mat spread on it. I sat down. Here Hiin 
Shaiaqat, one of the Kawdh Begam's eanucbs, a kind* 
hearted and bumble man, had & small hut large enough 
to bold two beds. It was covered with a tiled roo^ 
and he used to keep quails and partridges in it. In the 
evening, when the sky became overcast with clouds 
and some drops of rain began Co fall, he took pity on 
me and asked me to come in and sit down. The place 
was filled with split bamboos; for they used to make 
cages there. It had not been swept out for years, 
and stank abominably. There was not even a lamp; 
Counting this shelter a paradise vouchsafe of God, 

I sat down on an old mat that was lying in a corner, 
and the words of Shihjabin came to ray mind: Yoster« 
day 1 bad nine hundred thousand wtdxj at mj 
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• ^‘commiod: to*day I h%v 6 not even a groom to hoM 
my stirrup.” Then all of a suddeo the rain begaa 
to pour and a riolont wind to blov. Tbo earth and 
aky "became darkened. Yet in all this storm ten or 
twenty public criers were going through the Naw^ 
'Waeir’s camp and the city of Faisdb^d^ proclaiming with 
heat of drum that, if auy servant of Jawihir 'A!i Ehin’s 
or Bahir ^Ali Ehhn’s appeared carrying arms, be was 
to be disarmed, arrested, and punished. The reason 
of this proclamation was that Chet Singh, the zamiodiir 
of Baoiras, who had recently rebelled, had done so solely 
hecanse he bad a great number of supporters; aod the 
^awd.b Wazir's party feared chat, as Jawdbir *AU Khia 
had had the patronage of the Begsus’s army io his 
bands, the disbursement of pay, promotions, distribu¬ 
tion of rewards, and so forth, and as rery many of the 
landlords and tenantry, rijas and r^as' sons, and other 
gentry, bad enjoyed great aecarity under Akhw^d 
Ahmad ^All’s administration for five or six years, and 
vere grateful and obliged to Mm for his bind treattoent 
of them, they might, being all then on the spot, create 
a distnrbaoce, and like Chet Singh cause an iosurrectios. 
This was ao utter mistake on the part of the Naw 4 h 
Wetir’s advisers, for there is a difierence between serv¬ 
ants aad subjects. E 4 ja Chet Singh was in 

a hereditary estate, and all the Baairas distriot sad 
ks popuIadoD were his subjects and bound io obey him. 
In this case it was a connection of servants. Soldfers^ 
are bound by tbeir pay. If there be any hkcit about 
that, they turn against their employer. It has time, 
after dme been sees and heard how soldiers of the 
lowest rank have for the sake of ten or twenty rupees 
insulted, nay killed, tbeir officers. 
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' To rename, vken the news reached the ears of the 
officers who were with the tea thousand at the southeru 
outpost, waiting to hear word of their master, they 
became unccutrollable, and it was as if “ the day when 
brother shall flee from brother”* had come. First, 
tbe arrest of one like their discerning patron | second, 
the loss of employment; third, the unseasonable rain, 
spring showers in the cold weather, which spoiled and 
weighted all the uniform of the irregulars, which was 
lined with cotton wool; fonrth, tbe fear of losing their 
arms: all these anxieties to disturb them fell upon 
them at once. Had Rustam and Isfandiydr been there, 
their feet would have slipped on this field.f At last 
tCey began to give way and fled. Some took refuge 
in the Darg&b BaH Bu,d, others climbed up trees, and 
some fled to the surrounding villages. The collectors 
of jdgirs, who were gentlemen, bad passed long 
yejrs in ease and comfort and exercised authority, and 
travelled only on horseback or in palankeens, were now 
compelled to fiy to the city on foot soiled with mud 
and dift, and when any of them sought shelter in the 
house of a friend, he refused it and displayed cruel 
^hospitality and unfriendliness lest his house too should 
be plandered; and yet like foxes they entered the 
houses by force and would not leave, fearing that they 
were pursued, Tbe reader can well imagine what was 
then their plight. This state of things lasted for three 
days and nights. 

When there was some relief from tbe terror and 
Incubus of Xsafa’ddanlab, the revenue police sought out 

* Quotation from thd Qunin. 

^ t H«rd follows a rddootion on the world in general not irouh 
tran^fttiDg. . 
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• ibe collectors and magistrates of tbe pargaaaa to get 
theix pay from them: and the serrants and domestica, 
who held their appointments under Jaw&hir ^All Khan’s 
signature, searched for Akhwand Ahmad *Ali, saying 
be was his manager and factotum^ and they would shat 
him in and extract their pay from him. Four or five 
days afterwards he happened to come out on an urgent 
business and proceeded towards bis own house near 
Sabiimandi in Ba^bshi Abn’lbarah^t Kbin’s canton* 
ment. Some of his private sepoys, who were acting as 
spies and watching for this move, told their officers. 
These came up in crowds, like a calamity unforeseen, 
and surrounded him on tbe road. As he could not get 
an ay, be put them o^ with a promise, saying: *‘IatU 
“ now walking alone and have nothing with me. If you 
will let me go to my bouse, I can make arrangements 
**for you.” They sent two or three sepoys with him 
and let him go. When he arrived at his bouse, asjie 
was a servant of the Nawib Begam’s, he said to them 
plainly: What claim have you on me? You were 

servants of Jawibir ^Ali Shin's and I also was one of 
his servants. Ask your master” The Nawdb Be* 
gam’s servants turned them away from the gate at 
Matbd^ ^Ali Shin's suggestion. 

Id a Word, calamity followed calamity and trouble 
trouble from day to day. . ' 

Akhwand Ahmad ‘All and I spent three day^ and 
nights together in the eunuch MUn Shafaqat's faoase, 
which was to us narrower than the grave itself. Food 
and drink we had none, for the other servants, who had 
bouses of their own in the city, bad taken refuge there. 
My home had been at Jawibir 'AJi Khin's. That was 
gone and I was now a wanderer. My bodily strength was 
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spent. WiietLl prayed, I etood propping myself against « 
the wall. My obligatory derotions I perfonned stand* 
ing and my optional devotions sitting. On the third day 
‘Alt Khdn heard of tbie and sent two trays with 
various meats to us. The moment we bad washed ouc 
hands ud were proceeding to eat, there was a sudden 
alarm given that the Nawdb Wazlr^d macebearers 
had come to look for Akhwand Ahcnad *Ali and Mir 
Kigir *Ali, Babir ‘All Kb^^a brother, and were huntings 
£» them. All the food was carried off. 1 don't know 
who swept the dishes away. Possibly Motbu‘ ‘AH Khdn'a 
aerrante may have carried them off, fearing that the plates 
might under the circumstances be removed. I, who had 
in my keeping a bundle cooslsting of clocbes^ some 
ehawls, pearl necklaces, and a Dakhini dagger, was at 
a less for some one to whom .1 could entrust them, but 
there was no one. I had borrowed a waterpot ^om 
Hirza Jikan Hakim for my ablutions. His men came 
and carried it away. Mfttbd‘ ‘Ali Kbdn hid Nigir ‘Ali 
in his house and came for Akhwand Ahmad *AH and 
asked him to come, and told him he would hide him in 
the antechamber of the harem, where there would be 
eolya curtain between him and the female apartments* 
and where the mace bearers were not allowed ingress. 
Ak:hwand Ahmad 'Ali replied with the utmost indiffer* 
ence: “ (rod hh ss you, Sir, for doing your utmost to 
secure my safety, but as JawAhir 'Ali Kh^n has been 
“arrested, what fear have 1 ? 1 only hope to God 
that they may con6ne me where my master is. 1 
f am not going to hide or be hidden.” The 
expressed bis admiration and went away. After some 
inquiry it was found that the macebearers had come 
to search for a camioii and an elephant which had 
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« fitatiooed at SalotL since the time of Sbnji'nMdanlah, and 
trace them. Wbeo the; found Irom others that thej 
had been left at Salon, they returned at once. We 
were in peril, but all’s well that ends well,” 

On the third day after the eunuchs were imprisoned 
a domestic of JawAhir 'Ali KbAn’s, aamed Mubamdi, 
came bj Jawihir *AIi Chin’s order to the place where 
1 was, and told me that, when bo was imprisoned, he was 
troubled with flstolence and up to that day be bad 
eaten nothing, but be bad felt relieved since the 
preceding night, and that the cook was bringing him 
plenty of choice food from Nawah Sarfardsu’ddaulab’s 
kitchen; be had eaten and now he bad sent him to ask 
bow and where Akhwand Ahmad ^Ali was ; that he 
had seen him and was now going back to tell Jawdbir 
*Ali EbAa When Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali heard that 
Jawibir ^Ali Eh in bad begun to eat, be felt easier and 
asked for food himself. AghA Mnliammsd Hasan Ea^* 
miri, who was bis sub'collector of Parsadhi, a mah 41 in 
the Salon estate, bronght rice cooked in soup. When 
we began to eat, onr throats were so dry that we 
could not swallow and the food seemed to scrape ojir 
throats. We did our best and swallowed a few mouth* 
fuls, drank water and sat io silence; our eyes began 
to close to sleep and we felt as if intoxicated. 

Five more days passed in the same way and tlce 
began to become lighter. Then suddenly the Na« 
wAb Wazir began to demand money. He separated 
JawAhir ‘Ali Eh An ftono BabAr ‘Ali EbAn and placed 
him in a tent by himself. JawAbir‘Ali Ebia said be 
had been responsible for the collection of the revenues 
of the jAgir^ and that he bad paid in the collections 
regularly, Instalment by instalmeut, and tbe money 
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iwed to ba deposited io BoMp‘A li bouse t of<. 

it be koew nothiogi When Babdr ‘Ali Khdn ^as asked 
for tbe mouey, be answered that the money must all 
be in tbe Hot! Mahal, the Bahu Begam^s bouse and^resi- 
deuce. Bab^r 'Ali Khi>u used to cousume large quau- 
ddes of opium. An order was given to stop tbe supply 
of tbe drug, so tbat be might be compelled by dia- 
oomfort to give a clue to the treasure. This was done. 
The Khdn was reduced to great agonies and was near 
dying. A servant of bis fastened a small quantity of 
opium to the cover of a waterpot and left it in tbe 
closet. The made it into pills with great difB- 

culty and took them, He was a little moro at his 
lase then, but he could not get the drug in the form 
he was accustomed to at bis own house, where be used 
to drink it dissolved in water in a glass or cup and 
mixed witb sugar and milk. 

^ JawAhIr ^Ali Ebdn now beard that tbe sepoys aud 
domestics were demanding their pay from A kb wand 
Ahmad ‘Ali, and be sent word to him to pay them 
up to the last day they had served him. A^bwand 
Ahmad ^Ali, although he could not touch tbe treasure 
m iTawibir *Ali Kh&n’s house, borrowed tbe money 
ftom bankers outside tbe fort and paid each man and 
took his receipt. They then dispersed to their homes: 
and all those who had been gathered together, whether 
these disbanded sepoys, or the landholders or tenants, 
wept and cried aloud with grief. It was a wonderful 
scene of distress. Tbe noise of their wailing reached 
tbe Begam's ears and she asked what it meant. Her 
eanucbs told her all. 

Each tamed and sought his bamsirud } 
tbfi host diepened tc grieb a 
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Bxit Mamrez Mewdd remained for tJiree or 

foor moifths at the palace gate, and would not leave 
UDtil the Begam sent him awaj. 

Althoogh it is a digression to speak of Mamrez Khiu 
loconatdf U$axts “ this place, jet many events cou- 
nected with him occurred in Faia- 
ib&d, and it is necessary to record them as well ae other 
occarrences, for it is the author’s object to write in 
det^l all connected with the history of Faizdb^. hlam* 
rez Kh 4 n was a Mewitl. He came from his native 
place, Mewdt, in bis eighteenth year, and entered the 
service of *Ali Beg Kb&n J&iji, who was one of Shujd'- 
u’ddaulab’s most trusted miUtary officers. Fortune 
favoured him by degrees untdl *Ali Beg, being satisfied 
with his good service and his attention to business, or* 
dered him to recruit Mewdtis. He brought together four 
hundred Mewitis and was invested with subaltern rank. 
The day that the Mughal cavalry rose in mutiny agai^t 
'All Beg for ^ their pay, he gave a signal to Ham rez 
Kh^n, who came down and charged them, so that most 
of them died at the hands of the Mewitis and the rest 
ded for their lives in disgrace. From that day he be* 
came a celebrated man in Shuji'u’ddaulah’s army. 
After 'AH Beg Ebdn's death he was attached to Basest 
Jhalangawila, and after that to Jaw 4 hir 'AU 
After Sbujh'n'ddanlah’s death the Bahu Begam enter- 
tuned him in her service and appointed him to Salon 
wiUi twenty‘five mounted men and seven hundred foot, 
but she kept one hundred and fifty of hismeu in Faizibid 
to guard her palace. He too remained in Faizibid and 
formed a very close friendship with me. Ae in Uxose 
days the appointment of superintendent of the treasury 
and of all the Begam’s personal establishment was vested 
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in m« as Akhwand Abmad deputy, Mamrez Sbdn « 
was not the ooly person who sought my iliendship, 
but aU the officials wbo had any connection with tbe 
administration formed an ac^^uaintance witb .me. The 
other military officers, whether in the Behu Begam's 
employment or under Babir ‘All ^iu and the b^awib 
Begam, were enrious of Mam res Rhin's splendid post* 
l^n. A picked soldier in his troop, named Shahdb 
Rh&n, went ou three months’ leareof absence to Mewdt. 
He returned after tlie lapse of eighteen months and 
demanded bis pay. Mamrez Rhin bad struck bis name 
off the roll of the troop and enlisted another iu his 
place, Shabdb Kbdn was however appointed a snbah 
tern in command of fifty Mewitis through YAr ‘All’s 
iofiueoce. He aspired to equal or rival Mamrez Riiiu. 
Bbiire wbo headed tbe Mewitis in BabAr ‘AU 

Shdn’s service, and Ghdsi E^bdn, who was in tbe 
i^awib Begam's service, conspired with him and dsily 
instigated him to do somethiog which, would bring 
Mamrez Rh^n to shame and disgrace, promising that 
they would assist him when they were wanted by him. 
He was so foolish as to have constant collisions with 
Mam Fez Ehio, wbo sought to avoid him. Tbe night 
before tbe motnlag that brought him death, be was 
Uading the escort uf Jaw 4 bir ‘Ali Rhdn, who was going 
into the Begam’s private quarters. He had some words 
wfth Mamrez Ehin, and the latter bore with him and 
proved to their master that he was not at fault. 
day, which was to be his last, Jawdbir ‘All was in 
tbe baths which ‘Ali Beg Rhdn had built Matnrez 
iShin came, as was his wont, with ten or a dozen soldiera, 
wibo were' always with him, from his house, and stood 
w^dng to salute. Shahdb .^an^ who had with A^wand 
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• i.bmAd ‘All’s .permission taken aip bU j^u&rters in 
the bouse' occupied hy the eunuch Yhsuf ‘AH Khin, 
wse looking down from the housetop and saw Mamrez 
Ebin, and came down with four soldiers and wantonly 
renewed the dispute of .the previous night ifamrez 
^bin e:thibited forbearance and patience. When Jaw^hir 
‘All came oat« got into his palankeen and proceeded to* 
wards his house, Mamrez Khdn grasped a ^font of the 
conveyance with his hand and was going along behind 
it with bis companions. Sbahib Kbdn was meanwhile 
keeping .up a sharp and angry conversation, .regard¬ 
less of the respect due to the presence of his master. 
Jawihir ‘Ali $!bdn was listeniog. In the meantime 
some of Mamrez Shin’s troop, who were detached .to 
guard the Begam’s private quarters, had already come 
to Jawihir ‘Ali Kbin’s door and were standing there. 
The moment that Jawihir ‘Ali Khia arrived at his 
own door, the bearers put.the palankeen down and t^e 
criecs shouted: “iBismiilibirrabmioirrabim/’ and Ja- 
wibir ‘Ali Kbia went in. Mamrez Ehin went in alone 
with him. All of a sudden tbs voices of men were 
heM'd outside. Jawihir ‘AU Khin paused for a few 
moments .where he .was and i then turned back toward 
the door. Ahhwaod Ahmadt‘Al),'Miraa 5b4skhii, a spe- 
oi»l companion of tbe«€rreat)Euj;iuoh,,and I, were sittiAi: 
ip private arca<U awaiting the arrival of .thd 
palankeen. We ran to the door,on hearing the.raoiso, 
tbinkiog (hat there must have been a collision between 
;Sahir*‘Ali iUiin’s .and JawAbir‘AU Khiu's men, be- 
eausothe two ennuphs .were then cm bad. terms, and 
matters ha|d gone,so ^far .that.both .bad supplied tbeir 
^epqys eeeT.etly ..with powder .^apd ball. When we 
.-T^cbpdrthe door, foundiShabih SbAn endone of hie 
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'(vho h&d accompatiied liim, Ijing de&d, and another ^ 
of them wounded, but IWing; but there wae not a trace 
of their murderers. The regulars who were then 
quartered near the door, where now stands the mosque 
of the Imdmb^ra, rushed np with their swords and 
shields to attack the murderers, when Jawdbir ^Ali 
Eh&n m^de a sigu to them aud forbade them. But there 
was by this time a crowd. Companies of regulars, 
§dbitkhdnis, irregulars aud others, all beard that there 
was a baud-to*hand fight at the Kb in's door, and they 
ran to the spot with their arms. When Jawihir ‘Ali 
Bbiu came into the })ouse, the crowd, notwithstanding 
the efforts of the maccbearers to keep them out, forced 
Aeir way in, until the whole courtyard, large as it was, 
was filled with men, shouting*, “kill Mamrez Khin/’ 

I was astonished at this, for I knew that he had gone 
Inside with Jaw^hir *AIi Khdn, and 1 could not under* 
staud how be could hare any connection with this 
outrage. The Begam’s junior eunuchs, macebearers, 
and domestics, were foremost in this tumult, uotwith* 
standing their friendship and daily intercourse with him, 
and the receipt of rewards and gifts from him. As I 
was at this time employed under Ai^hwand Ahmad *Ali, 
as bis agent in the treasury and the pay department 
and in other branches, and these two companies of regu¬ 
lars, about two hundred men, were under the orders of 
^Aqalmand Bacbgdna, and he bad fied for no reason 
aad gone to the Bdja of Gohad, and they were under 
suspension and I was inquiring into their case (in fact 
all the sepoys and domestics were under me), 1 was rery 
near saying: “Catchhim, kill him," hut I refrained; 
and the Begam’s retainers, knowing that Mamrez 
was a great friend of mine, also for this reason kept 
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, back and did not touch him. It is very probable that» 
if I had then joined in the cry with the others, and said 
“ Catch him and kill him,” be would bare been killed. 
JawShir ^Aii !Ebdn was standing horrified on his seat 
by the side of a reseryoir, and Mamrez Kh^n was 
standing in silence and distress in the reserrou** which 
was empty, clinging to the Kbdn’s skirts and trying 
to save his life. The cause of JawAhir *AU ?hAu’e 
alarm was that the Begam had for some time been 
aware of the tension existing between the two eunuchs, 
and he feared she might suppose that this disturb* 
ance was due to bis men, who were coutemplatiog an 
attack on BabAr 'Ali ^h^n’s party, and that, failing 
to find an outlet in that direction, they had foug^ 
among themseWes. At last he recovered himself, 
entered his palankeen, and waited on the Begam. All 
his servants, small and great, went with him armed. 
When she inquired what this disturbance was, he made 
up a story and told her that there bad been for sotne 
years a fend regarding an engagement between a boy 
and girl, and that now the Mew Alls Lad found an oppor¬ 
tunity to arrange a murder which had been committed 
there in the course of the quarrel; that there was 
nothing new connected with her afiiurs, The Begana 
said nothing, but JawAbir 'Ali KhAn, fearing he sbould 
be called upon for an explanation by AsafuMdauJah^ 
arrested four men who had been with Mamree &Ati, 
and who had killed ShahAb ^An, and he made them 
over to me and directed me to place them in fetters 
and keep them in custody under a company of troops. 
Dbana KhAn, who is now in Lucknow in the NawAh 
Wazic^s service in a cavalry regiment with a considw- 
able number of men whom be has recruited for the 
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fioWce, wfts one of then imprisoned. Nest dny « 

&famrez Kh&n applied to have them released, as the men 
of his troop had never been submitted to the dis^ace 
of imprisonm ent, H is req uea t was re fused. He appl ip d 
to Alfhwand Ahmad ‘A!i for his support, but A^h- 
wand Ahmad ‘All, although apparently on good terms 
with him, had in his heart always disliked him. The 
reason of this dislike was this ; Akhwand Ahmad 
All held a lease of an estate in the jdglr and these 
M^^witis who were stationed on the estate did not obey 
his agents, and Akhwand Ahmad *Ali was anxious to 
get rid of them somehow, and employ revenue police 
in their stead who would obey him properly. Akhwand 
Ahmad ‘AU now finding his opportunity went to JawA- 
hir *Ali Kbin in the presence of a number of people, 
threw his turban on the ground, and said: One servant 
has killed another and you, who are the master of 
‘^both pai'ties, do not punish the criminal; if anyone 
, “ were to kill me, there will then be the same apathy." 
Jawdhir *AIi Khdn was dumb and the people present 
applauded. Mamrez Khdn, who was depending on 
Akhwand Ahmad ^Ali's support, was thunderstruck 
and confounded. He lost his self'possession and wds 
unable to speak, thinking that all the Begam’s servants 
and sepoys had become bis enemies, and the very head 
agent of the establishment to whom he had looked for 
protection was more than all others eager for his des¬ 
truction, and he believed that if be got up to leave he - 
would be killed outside the door. He would not move 
all day from the spot where he was, and he hardly 
knew where he was sitting, His colour kept chant¬ 
ing from white to black and from black to white, lie 
ate nofchlbg all day and grew bilious, and 'his ftroat 
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^ and lips becaene so drj that be could not ereix make 
a sign. Not a Mend, small or great, took any noti^ 
of him. Most people refrained from speaking to hini 
for fear of Akhwand Ahmad ‘All's resentment or dis? 
pleasnre; and I was doubly distressed because I had 
the closest connecCion with Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali.^ 
The latter happened to say to me that he was goings 
into the ofHce on ‘Ambar ‘Ali Kbin^s premises to 
sit down, and that 1 was to remain in attendance 
on Jawdhir ‘All Shin, and 1 was to listen to wbaO 
remarks the persons around him made, and ascertain 
the bent of his master’s mind. When I got this oppor¬ 
tunity, 1 asked Mamrez Khin by a sign of my haod 
what was the matter, He signed that he wanted water. 
As fast as I could, 1 procured some dry bread from 
a shop and asked my servant for some water in an 
earthen pot, and conveyed them secretly in the evening 
to Mamrez Kliin on the top of the stidroase leading to 
the roof. Although he did not get time to take mi^e 
than a mouthful, and even that he could not swallow, 
still ho obtained some relief by drinking the water and 
said: Life is t]^e dearest of all things. It is going. 
“ What am J to do?" When I saw this, I was overcome 
atid fcAT moyed me. 1 said: “ Come with me to the 
“ room above the gate and spend the night with me.’^ 
B© #aid: That would not do, for that would lead to. 
“ disagrewnent between you and A^hwand Ahmad ^AJi, 
“ and God knows into what trouble you would fall; yoo 
would hnd it difficult to maintain your position in &e 
“service. If you continue in the service, my interests, 
“ will be secured somehow by degrees.*’ As what he 
^d was piudent, I approved of it, and I said: “ It 
“ that you should sit where you are 
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for another watch to paae. When Jaw^hir . 
“ ‘Ali Khdn leaves, put jour hand to the foot of his 
“palankeen and escort him to the Bahu Begam’s gate. 

“ There are still a hundred and fiftj of your brother 
“ Mewdtis there, Go to them and stay there, and 
“ salute your master there, bnt do not come any more 
“ to Jawdbir ‘Ali Khdn’a private house.” He followed 
this advice and escaped the attacks of the people. 

Afler some days his enemies concerted a plan and 
sent for his paternal uncle's son, Bbikbdii Khdn, who 
was employed with fifty men at Simrauta, one of the 
mahdls of the jdgir. He came in with his people and 
demanded reveoge for his brother’s murder; and Bhure 
^dn, that lieutenant of Mewdtis who commaDded a huar 
dred men in Bah dr 'Ali Khdn’s service, and Gbisi 
^dn Mewdti, a servant of the Nawdb Begam's, sided 
with him. They bound themselves together under an 
oath. When he found himself supported, he applied to 
Jawdhir ^Ali ^hdn to give np to him Mamrez Kbdn 
and his son, a boy only ten years of age. Jawdhir 'Ali 
Kbdn said; “ The actual murderers are here in custody. 

“ Take them. Mamrez Kbdn and his^bon did not kill 
“Sbabdb Khdo.” Bhikhdri Khda replied; “ Yazid, the 
“accursed, did not kill Imdm Husen. Ibn Zi,dd and 
“ Shimar did all that was done. Why do people corse 
“ Tarid to this day?” To this Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn 
answered: o one killed Yazidin return for the Imdm’s 

“ death, but people were satisfied with cursing him. 

“ You curse Mamrez Kbdn and have done with him.” 
Bhikhdri ^bdn insisted on his demand. Eighteen days 
passed, and this contention continued. Jawdhir ‘Ali 
lEbdn did not wish anything to happen to Mamrez 
^hda, but his domestics and attendants unanimously 
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«agreed in counsel that, if be conld be turned out through 
this quarrel, it would be vell^ but, if not, it would, be 
harder to efiect bis remoTul afterwards. 

9 _ 

Coe uigbt Jaw&bir 'All Xhin and a learoed cnati, 
named Mir Eallti, and I were sitting together. Jawihir 
'All Sbda stated legal points, and I remmed silent, 
although 1 knew tbe correct tzcw, and made a sign to 
Mir Ealld, who ruled that the blood was on the actual 
murderers and not on Mamrez Kh^n or his son. Aa 
Jawdhir ‘All ^dn*s mind was now settled, he sent for 
Bbikhdri Ehdn and said to him: The deceased has 
no heir but jon, and the men who are with you are 
I* my servants. If 1 were now to remove them and 
** place them under another officer, you would hele^ 
alone and even Bbiire Eh&n and Ghdsi Q 4 n will not 
be able to do anything for you. It is better for 
you to forgive the murder to please me, and 1 will 
**giv6 you a thousand rupees and a ah awl and the com* 
'^mand of two thouaaod Mewdtis.*’ As he was a fool, 
he declined the offer, and said: It is only consistent 
With yonr influence and portion to grant either one 
‘'of two things: either hand Mamrez and his son 

“ over to me, or let the two of us, plaintiff and defendant, 
meet and fight it out in an open place outside the city. 
“ Lot God give the victory to whom he pleases.” 

" T^morrov irben ths ns ftppeut, I gc 

»iTith olob to &ee ^ ” 

Jawfihir ‘Ali Khdn now grew hot with rage and 
smd: I elect the Utter alternative, on the condition 
‘‘that, if Mcwitisjoin you, I shall say nothing, but, if 
« any other people join either of yon, I shall send a 
‘‘cannon and some of my servants to aid the other 
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The reaso'rr of biS impMir^ tWs conditiott ■waff ♦ 
tbU. A'D loflueQl^al MewSti named Ddrdb Kb in hai) 
died some time before arid iefl an adopted son who w&a 
aleo called Ohdai Khdn. He waf9 now stationed'^as a 
police magistrate at Naurdbi, ten miles out of tbe cltj, 
with a companj of irregularg. He was secretly in 
league with Bhikhiri lOidn, and had formed a plot. 
He “waB to occupy the roof of Ydsuf 'Ali KliAn'a house, 
which is at the south gate of the fort, with fifty men 
with loaded muskete, and fire down a volley upon Mam- 
res Ktidn when he was passing out by the heraldic gate 
with his men to leave the city:* and be calculated that 
Bhdre Khdn, Bnhdr ‘All Kbdu^s employd, would come 
ifp on his rear, and Gbdsi Kbdn, Muharram ^Ali ^hdn’s 
servant, would come up io front, while fifty § 4 bitirbd- 
nls of Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali’s, who were close at band 
at ‘Ambar ‘Ali Kbin’s door, and spectators h'om the 
ci^, who would come up on all sides carrying arms^ 
would close him io on tlte fiank, and he would be 
killed on the spot. Some informers conveyed to Mam- 
rez Kb in intimation of this danger and be left the fori 
by the east gate with ten or twelve mounted men and 
two hundred infantry, passed through tbe cross-roads 
at Mir Ahmad ^Ali BinsiwiWs, and went on through 
Croshiin Himraat Babidur’s cantonment, and took up bis 
position in the open space known as JDibisar. He then 
addressed his companions: ^*1 am a man of means. I 
“ shall pay yon from my private purse. I ^r© not though 
“ Jawihir ^Ali Khin has dismissed Mit” On hearing 
Hu words bifi companions prepared to s^U their lived; 

en Bbikhdri Kbdn found his bo^es unrealized and 
^is ^heieS Valu, he hnug his head aud w^Culd not nsove. 
fighting men who ^efe with hi id s«idi YoU 
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. want Id ka4 na io death with joq. Tkk» is the tiiije 
fight. Tell ua irhoae serruits we are tod 
who ia to pay ufi/’ He replied: am a poor ini», 

brother of the morclefed maa. For God*a aake sund 
by me.’' They replied: “We are not tired of life 
aod we are not diacontented." He went to Bbiire, 
Bab&r ‘Ali Khan's aerrant, and laid bU head at hU 
feet. Bbdre now began to talk 1 b a different atraia: 
“ 1 am servant of another: I will go to him and ask him. 
“ If he give me leave^ 1 will join you.'’ At this momeiM; 
a note came from Mamrez EUdn to Jawihir ‘Ali Eb^, 
telling him he was standing in the field waiting for bis 
opponent, but had nut yet seen even his dust. Tbon 
a macebearer was sent to turn Bbikhfiri ^I»4 q out ^ 
Ydsof 'Ali Ehio’s premises. There was nothing left 
for him but Io go, and he went oui with tea ov a seore 
men^ cheerless and disheartened. He met Ghisi ^hin 
in the Cbauk and he lidd bis turban at bis feet. Qbfisi 
Ebiln was at first moved by feelings of brotherhood 
and lifted bis flag in his own band and accompanied 
him with ten or a score men. In all forty or fifty men 
went oat to the field, and all the people of the city 
sat armed on tbe city walls. There was a wonderful 
cotamotioft. The moment Bhikhdrt (hdu and hk sup^ 
porters passed beyond ^e outpost and came face to 
face with tbeit enemy, Mamrea Ekdn called on Bhi« 

. kbari Eb4a to fight and shouted ont; “ The onus of 
“ the first attack lies on you." While this was gorug 
efl, the eunuchs informed tbe Nswfih Begam that Gbdsi 
Ehdn had gMie out to assist hk brother, and she dia- 
miseed him and bis tro^ from her service. When the 
news of this reached him and his men« they dropped off 
vtiiehy ofie'Ud r^tnraed «o ^ ei^. Thk coatinued 
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ti]l the afternoon, Tvhen Bbikh&ri and Gli^i Eb4n 
found not cue supporter left. They two remained on 
tbe £eld till evening. Mamrez Ebiin then said it was 
not fair or brave to stand with two hundred men facing 
two. He dismounted and pitched bis tent. Bbikhdri 
Ebdn returned alone and threw himself at Jawibir ‘AU 
Eh^o^s gate, and the latter told me to tell him r I 
offered you tbe command of two thousand men, and 
“ money and a robe of honour, but you were led astray 
by fools and tried to work mischief; this is the result. 
Leave my door and abide with those fools.” He 
went away alone in utter distress. Mamrez Kbin re« 
znained three days in the field. When the Baku 
£egam heard of this, she said to Jawibir ^Ali Ebiar 
Mamrez i^bin has cost me a lak of rupees and has 
“done nothing for me yet. Why should I turn him 
“away and ruin him? Send for him with due marks 
“ of honour and let him continue on guard at my 
“ house.” 

When Mamrez Khin set out on his return under 
such fiattering auspices, the whole population of the 
city ftom tbe highest to tbe lowest went forth to greet 
him. The people who had on another day cried: “Hit 
him, kill him, ” now met him with obsequious expres¬ 
sions of fiattery. He entered the fort in great pomp 
and state. But Akhwand Abmad ‘Ali now became 
exceedingly perplexed and disturbed in his mind and 
asked me for my advice, and said: “I spoke that day 
“in improper terms about him without cause. The 
worst of it is that the Bahu Begam has now shown 
^‘her regard for him and recalled him with honour. 
^^Hoisnow so proud that he raises his head to the 
“ttais. What I wanted, I have not effected and hk 
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»** men Are employed in aU tlid maliils of tlie 

if he wishes to isAke himself obnoxious, be can sweep 
“ A lak of rupees off to Me wit when a consignment of 
** treisure is being despatched to the treasury. What 
could I do? I shall be held responsible, ^gain his 
“ Mewitis are in eveiy street and lane. If he resorts 
treachery when I am returning home at night, 
** what is to be done?’’ 1 was quite sure of Manuea 
^in in my own mind, but I did not say so, aod went 
on concurring snth all he said. When night set in, 
be went to his house which was outside the fort. He 
sent his horse away and went on foot with one hundred 
and fifty men. I took my sword aod shield and accom* 
panied him. When I returned, I found Mamrez ^in 
standing alone at my quarters waiting for me. The 
moment we met, he fell at my feet and thanked me a 
thoosand times. Some spies at once went and told 
this to Akhwand Ahmad ‘All. In tbe morning wb|a 
he came'to Jawiliir 'Ali Khdn’e, I told him and said: 
^What bare yon to say? He came last night. He 
may come now and he may not.” “For God's sake,” 
he said, “keep up yonr Meodsbip and intimacy with 
“ him. Perhaps for yonr sake he may entertain no 
“ evil designs on me.” Jawibir ‘AJi Shdn so fit 
pmiished Mamrez Kbdn that he no longer permitted 
him the free access he had formerly’ enjoyed to his pre¬ 
sence. Re used thereafccr to salute outside the door 
like other officers of small rank. This caused him great 
gri^ and shame. 

About this time some thieves robbed tbe bouses of 
BoldaMB ofthisTtt bankers in the city. 2 was ordered 
io robbifig Ucken. to bring io the landlords of the 
villages round about* Mamres Ehin was with me. Ocr 
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this pretence hie old freedom of in^ess and egrees 
becanie gradually re'established. Although the history 
of these thieres, who had in the evenisg when tbe lamps 
were burning carried off the property of the banters 
from their shops, is long and the alarm they created 
lasted for sis months,! will here giro a brief accouot 
of it, as it is connected with the history ofFaizdbdd. 
There was a young and muscular Hindd named Bhiin 
Singh, the most powerful athlete of his day. He came 
and settled at Fmzdbdd as an agent of Maiku Singh, one 
of Xawib Asafu’ddaiilah's orderlies. He was so rery 
haughty that he looked upon every independent man in 
the city as a mere straw. All the au nucha and the 
phlice officers were driven to their wits’ end by his misbe¬ 
haviour, but ho restrained himself somewhat before 
Jawihir ‘All Eh in. He friendly with tbe land¬ 
holders of Salt^npur and gathered round bun desperate 
robbers, perfect masters of tbe art of theft, and kept 
tbim day and night in a dark confined house. Any one 
whom he noticed to be wealthy, he robbed at night, 
taking one-balf of the property himself. 

Jawihir Ali Khdn used generally sq hour before 
auAset to go up to his housetop with his friends and shoot 
arrows at a target, which they placed against one of 
the outofiices of the heraldic gate. Below the house 
there was an armed guard of sepoys on every side. 
When the mu’azzin called to sunset prayer, JawAhir Ali 
came dewtt lute the cooHyaj’d of his house and prayed, 
and the sepoys retired to their homes and laid aside 
their arms. While he was sitting on tbe housetop one 
irveaing, ten or twenty of these robbers entered the fort 
^ the Delhi Darwlza disguised as boatmeu. There 
wwe twenty'five boats, belonging to the Begam- The 



IlWr. 


• boatmen vee4 to come occAoionalV to me to 
wages and to ask for repairs. The intruders stood m 
tbe b^r inside the fort in one place talking together, 
and each had a elnb in bis band. One had a bundle of 
poisoned arrows in hie waistband. They were waiting, 
first, for tbe hoar when Jawihir *Ali Ebda would come 
down from his housetop and his sepoys lay aside their 
arms, and, in the next place, for the bankers to gather 
up tbe money they had lying about in their shops, place 
it in bags and prepare to pnt them into their boxes: and 
then they would fall upon them and carry off the bags. 
Wlien the moment they were waiting for came, one of 
them jostled another. He fled. Tbe other drew ^a 
sword and pnrsned him, and he threw himself on 
Chand, a banker, who had fonr thousand rupees before 
him. The other struck Teg Chaod on tbe arm and 
disabled him. The rest now ran np with a shout of 
alarm to separate the two znen> and, lifting the dour 
bags of money, ran as hard as they could to the^d^* 
park, wbich is in the direction of the Guptdr Qbdt. ^<Dn 
‘their way they recklessly strack everything and erery* 
body they met, dogs, cata, sod men, women, and'child¬ 
ren. When they reached the deer-park they dispersed. 
By tbe time the sepoys could arm them selves, all trace 
of them was gone. There was a great ontcoy iaifhe 
dty. Tbe residents went to'tbe Begam’s gate and said 
that, when a crime like this Was perpetrated withinttho 
notwithstanding the number of sepoys there and 
the residence of the Begam herself, they could not 
masiaga'tD'llva outaide the fort. 

‘morning Jawihir 'Ali was ordered to 

produce the thieves and he 'told me to fiod them. Ten 
rptes were looking fot them "for fifteen days, *but 
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•^uld get DO tt'ftce of them. At lest I could do a o more, 
60 I brought in some lacdowners of the Deighbourhood 
ofFai 2 Abid prisoners. Tbe unfortunate meo were for 
a long time kept unjustly io confiDement. At la^ tbe 
banker some twenty days afterwards found a cluo^ 
and be came and said that, if a certain peou were arrest¬ 
ed, tbe thieres would be traced. I sent a guard of 
regulars. Tbe peon was not caught, His wife and 
a gardener’s wife were arrested and brought up. It 
was late in tbe nigbt, and I did not send for them, but 
ordered them to be detained in custody. Blifm Singh 
got word of this. He dared to send fbat very peon 
and another with two regulars into the fort, and told 
them to rescue the two women from ctistody by any 
and every means in their power, As it was the Bahu 
Begwn’s order that any one who entered tbe fort after 
tbe drst watch of night bad passed should be arrested, 

• these four men were also arrested. In the morning I 
c^Ied lip these two women first, and X qnestioned them. 
The gardener’s wife said: “This woman had borrowed 
“ a rupee from me, promising that she would repay 
“ it to me wben her husband, who bad gone to bring 
“ some tbieves, bad brought them and be bad got bis 
“ share from them. Now that tbe tbieves bare come 
“and hare committed the theft, 1 cannot get payment. 
“I was dunniDg her last night, when the sepoys seized 
“us both and brought us here,” I then asked the 
peon’s wife what was her husband’s name and whose 
servant be was. Sbe saids “ He is called Fhulundara and 
“be is Bbfm Sbgb’s servant.” We were in the middle 
of -this interrogation, when Bhim Singh came boldly b 
with some reckless men on foot. He said: “ Four of 
“ my men came into tbe fort last night to buy grass for 
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• ‘ my m&8t€v^s l)ullock*fl, and they have been unlawfully 
*' arreatedl^’ I ordered them to be put forward. When 
they eame in, the i^ardener^e wife at once shouted that this 
was fhe other woman^s huehand. Although Bhim Singh 
tried to make up a etory, he failed. He talked at random 
and was not to the point. We took him to the BegatS'S 
gate and stated the facte. The order wae given that 
he should be placed in irons, and made orer to Hosh« 
maud, who was the chief officer of police at Faizdh^d. 
This was done. A letter was written on the spot to 
Xsafu'ddanlah inform!pg him of the misbehaTicur of 
Maiku Singh’s agent. There came ao order in reply 
to this to blow him from a gun. When he was placed 
before Jawdhir *Ali Ebdo, I saw that be had wasted 
away nnd was only akin and bones. He was unable to 
speak and bis face kept changing colour. He uttered 
these words with extreme difficulty: The angel of death 
is now on my back. I am all fear. I know not who 
“ 1 am, where I am, or what I say.’’ Jawibir ^All Ebda 
was moved when he saw him, He ordered me to take 
him away on a hullock-cart with a guard of regulars 
and send him with a report to Lucknow. When he 
appeared in the Nawdb Wazir’s presence, he spared his 
life and ordered bim to go across the Ganges and never 
return within his dominions. 

I now return to finish my account of Hamrez Khrfn. 
Mweir of Mamws Whon he escaped the danger into 
¥b4c oontinnfd, which he bad been brought by Sha- 
bdb Ehin’s death, he continued to live in security and 
was prosperous, when another adventure occurred. 
There was a halfwitted beggar, one may call him mad,, 
who took no thought for bread and water, but lay 
rolling in the dust night and day near Bah4r ‘Ali Ehin’a 





He ‘tt&TtT ftsVod for and no • 

one ever thought of taking any notice of him. The 
oi^y idothiog he wore wae a pag about as big as the 
iiand to uorer his person. The wa^ls of the Motf l^abal 
mm Tdry high, more t)ma tveWe cubits, aod outside, 
xigbrt up again fit the walls on all four sides, were the 
Jmes of 'houses occupied by the Mewdti infantry, and 
they spent the whole night awake and on guard. 
3edidds this fifty Mewiti udder command of a eubsltern 
used Co walh round the palace all night playing fifes 
and cymbals. Then at die door of the Begam’s harem 
there were at the first entrance a gunrd of regulars, at 
tho second Baheliy a in fan Cry, and at the third near the 
daner door there was a staff eof messeugers employed to 
during'Supplies from die hdzir, and with them chel4s*anci 
beadles (who carded eilver maces. Beyond and in&ide 
them dll were Kashmiri womon, big fat womso, who wave 
hotter than men for watch and ward. Then came 
a.door which used to be locked both inside and outside, 
dnsideitbe seraglio near the door were all'the eunuchs, 
^out twenty •five counting both the old and the young, 
ptesent on guard, dn the Babu Begam*e private bed- 
xvom, where she used to sleep on an ebony bed ^co 
matk Iber mourning for Sbujfi‘u’ddaulah, four smart 
Mughal women kept watch by turns. Whether angels 
or genii 'transported him no one 'knows, but this 
Md beggar got inside :uotn1thstaniding aU* these ahti»d- 
aA<.precautions. With. dl ^bia ifiithiness, especially'bis 

* ‘ Ob«li ’ here ud ia other slaJor, paesi^ deuotee vbet is oall|d 
(ChioAidd/’ dependeuti or Aorraato 'bon of the sieve 
pd$i iSi>d ItTiog oo the pmnisos. The word islso sometiiDeB daaottf 
boys Dsde eunuobe by e senior eunupb, who is tesnisd tbeir ' gurd '• I 
hi»o sottsUmeB translsted the word obeli'by "novice" when thus 
juMd. . . 
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«;iQuddy fe^t, he sat dbw» oq the ebony'bodstd&4. 
Wbea the Babu Begam tuvoed ovetf, her eyes fell 
npoQ this capital offender, and she threw heraelf off 
the t^ed as quick as she could and uttered a shriek. 
Hundreds of the women of the seraglio and the 
eunuchs ran in and beheld the scene. The beggar 
eat on in silence. For all their questioning, not a 
word would be utter. They brought him out and in 
the morning at the order of Hakim Mu‘^lij Kbdn they 
cut off bis feet at the ankles, and he died on the 
spot, The eunuchs were opposed to the death sentence, 
but they bad no roice in the matter, and they attributed 
this offence to Mam rex Xhdn, They removed his guards 
and appointed a body of regulars in their stead. This 
was a great disgrace tobim and bis star began to decline. 
He bung bis bead in shame. K letter came unexpectedly 
from the officer attached to the Parsadhipur mabdl to 
A]f:bwand Ahmad ^Aii to the effect that Masita Ehda, 
Mam res Shin’s brother's son, who had only attained man* 
hood, bad viola^dthe daughter of an induentfal Afgbin; 
that tbe young woman bad thrown herself loto a well 
from shame and committed suio de; and the Afgbdns 
had conae together and were ready to create a public 
disturbance. This letter happened to be read by JawA* 
fair *Ali {[bin. 1 brought Mamrez Kbdn before Jawihir 
*Ali ^bin and be said to him: cannot dght against 

‘‘fate. These daily occurrences are fortune’s blows.’^ 
Jawiblr ‘Ali Ehdnin a tempest of fury replied: “Go 
“and bring away all the men under your command with 
“ you." Mamrez Kbdu went and brought with him 
all bis soldiers; four hundred were dismissed and 
three hundred retained. I did my otmostat this time to 
BOO be him, telling him tbe days were agaiust him, 
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but they would soon pa» over; that be must 1>e pstteirt* 
and trust in Providence. 

After some time he had more men about hip and 
voder his command than before. Heaven prospered 
him and times were favourable. His wife, who was a 
wonderfully clever and wise woman, said to him: The 
days of our adversity are over, and fortune now favours 
*' MB. That was a brave man who shared all your 
“troubles with you. Tell me who he was. I wish to 
“ &eebim.“ He came and took me with him, pretending 
he wiah.ed me to see Muhammad *Jldj Xhdo's house m 
which they were living. He sat me down on a bench 
and first of all brought out into the courtyard and placed 
before D3e thirteen horses which he had in bis stables; 
then he laid twelve shawls on the bench: and then he 
presented me with a naar of three thousand five hundred 
rupees, and, taking his wife and little daughter and his 
son by the hand, he threw himself at my feet and said: 

“ My property and my wife and children, all I have, I 
“ owe to you. Bestow them as you please/' 1 paused 
and reflected. I said to myself that if I were to take all, 
it would be very unwise, and if I were to content myself 
with a little, it would be soon spent: and I felt that 
moment a sufficient return for my sympathy : so I 
thought it better I shouid take nothing. 1 therefore 
replied: “I accept all, but as the place where I live is 
JawAhir *Ali KhAn's door and there is no room there 
“for all these things, keep them^ here with you” I 
rose to leave. He was even more grateful to me than 
before and never failed in his regard for me as as 
he Uved. 





. When Bikiv ‘All Khdn was on tb$ point of death 

AcMunt of theta, owing *0 the Stopping of hi* siippl? 
prieocmeDt of the of opium) he agreed to surrender 

huauoh. reenu.ed, 

traa ordered to put this in writing. He admitted 
6Te kks a&d signed for that amount. They sent the 
agreement to Jawdhlr *Ali (bin. He refused to sigp 
it, sayiug that he was not the Babu Begam^s treasurer. 
They pressed him until at Uat he became helpless and 
was compelled to affix his seal to the agreemetit. Next 
day they put the two eunuchs in open litters and sent 
them off under a guard of two companies. They arrived 
in the Ohauk Bfizir. They were ordered not to go into 
the Moti Bdgh. They remained where they were and 
sent and asked the Bahu Begem for pertnission to pay 
the money, They were told to pay it. The guard 
took them to Bahdr ^AU Khdn^s premises. They 
brought out sixteen laks of current rupees and one )ak 
and twenty*fire tbousand gold pieces, and banded theCh 
over. They borrowed one lak of rupees from the 
Naw&b Begam and, to make up this sum, some precious 
Stones, which Were taken from the chains of buqqah* 
bowls, were thrown in. The money was taken and 
eeut to Lucknow. 


An order was given that the etioticks should be 
fettered and fetters were placed on their feet. One 
day Haidar Beg Kh&n, who was the author of nil this, 
came to inquire after these unfortunate prisoners and 
looked at them. He pretended for a while to be in 
tears and said: I had no knowledge of this. I shall 
« go and represent matters to the Nawib Waslr and 
** have your fetters removed." His object in this was 
to impress them with his power, as if he had said: 
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“ Yon were bent opon my oTerthrow, bnt, instead of^ 
“ that, see how quickly I have managed to involve you 
distresB.” After this he told them that their jigii's 
had been ooufiacated to the English, and thaf they 
could, if they liked, hold them on farm. Jawihir ‘Alt 
Khin sent for Akbwand Ahmad 'Ali. The latter ex¬ 
pressed his disapproval of the proposal. Half an hour 
after Haidar Beg Kb&n had returned to his tent, he 
ordered that their fetters should be struck off. The 
warders removed the fetters, hut the eighth day after 
the departure of the Naw&b Wasir, who went to Luck¬ 
now without bidding his mother and grandmother good¬ 
bye, they put them again on the eunuchs' feeti It 
Vas not enough to put on a single pair of fetters on 
each, hut an order was gitn»n for double fetters. 
Though they were light, still they were fetters and 
the distress caused was obvious. After that no oommu- 
nicatiOD was made to show what was the offence for 

A 

which they were now left behind in confinement. The 
eunuchs submitted quietly to their fate. 

A Frenchman named Jaques* was left behind with 
Mr. Brown, t Mr. HeadJ and two or three others, 
and a regiment to guard the eunuchs nod hold the 
fort. Captain Jaques removed the eunuchs from 
Bahfir Ali Khin’s bouse, because it was close to the 
Moti Mahal and the walls and roofs adjoined, and he 
lodged them in. Jawihir AH Eh fin's honse. They 
were kept in the closest confinement. The Babu 
Begam continued to reside with the Nawfi^b Begam in 
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"X Tkis Qfrae I nscot Tdrifj, It may be isoornotly 
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.tbe Mota Bigfi. ATcK wflnH Ahmad ^Ali and I 
aloue left at the gate. There were also a few youDg 
euDucha there. Not one of them was fit to discharge 
Miy i^eponsihility, but only equal to meoial duties. 
‘Aqalmand. who was the greatest favourite among all Ja* 
wdbir ^Ali Khin’s uuderlings, and had an elephant and 
palankeen allowed him, lef^ the very Arst day and went 
to Hasan Rasi Khdn. Niahdt *Ali ^in also pitched 
his tent in the same camp. After some days ^hurram, 
ISohail, and Naghat slipped away one by one hoping 
to better their fortunes and went to Lucknow without 
taking leave. Although Akbwand Ahmad ‘Ali remou- 
etrated with theae men and removed all their pretexts, 
auch IS non'payment of wages, personal impecunioiity, 
and want of funds, still they Hed, and kept dying until 
at last the clerks, barbers, and waHbermen obtained 
advances of their wages, whereupon they fitted them* 
selves out and migrated to Lucknow. Shame tal^e 
that gambler, Fate, who works misfortunes \ Here wa^ 
the Baku Begam, the wedded wife of Nawjib Shuji'u’d- 
daulah, at whose doorstep in bis lifetime all the ooblea 
of this province used to bow their beads, and esteemed 
it an honour to speak to her maidservants, reduced, 
and ber old and loyal servants with her, to straits such 
as these in the days of ber son's rule. The worst of 
all was that when she sent for her own brother, Nawdb* 
Silirjaog, to speak with him, he declined to come to see 
bis sister, by whose gi^ace be bad risen to the ranks of the 
nobility. After many entreaties and much pressure he 
came with great reluctance and sat with her for a moment 
at the Nawdb Begam's private door; and then, though 
the lady spoke to him with so loud a voice that everyone 
anywhere near the door could hear her, he would not. 
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his lips to speak and made her no reply. He * 
le/'t in a feip minutes trembliog' and alarmed, while the 
£ahu Begam e&id: ‘'You may go: all that I looked 
“for from you, I hop© my God will do for me. He is 
**my keeper, my helper, and my supporter.” The 
heads of various establishments, such as the elephant 
stalls, stables, oowshods, came every day to the gate 
and cried out that the animals were dying for want of 
fodder. The answer made wasi ‘Mf they ar© dying, 
let them die. 1 have not a copper myself.” 

Af^r some days a letter came fcom Haidar Beg 
^b&D, askiDg the BabuBegam to send one of her account* 
hilts to Lucknow to have the value of the gold coina 
and precious stones estimated in his presence. Chet 
Bdi, aooouQt.ant, was accordingly sent on A kb wand 
Ahmad 'All's selection. Some valuators of precious 
stones were meanwhile tutored and brought up before 
him at Lucknow. They estimated property worth fifty 
thousand rupees at ten thousand: and they valued 
every one of the 0 : 0 ]d coins, which were worth sixteen 
rupees each, at thirteen only. Chet Rii dared not 
under the circumstances utter a syllable. In this way 
they made out an account to suit their own wishes, 
showing six laks and fifty thousand rupees still due Co 
them out of the fi^y«five laks which Bah4r ‘Ali Ehdn 
bad covenanted in writing to pay. Por this sum they 
applied and on this pretence kept the eunuchs a whole 
year in imprisonment. 

One day Major Brown and Mr. Head, when they 
went out for an airing, called to see the imprisoned 
ennuchs and sat down with them. They found out bow 
were ipnocent of any crime and said to thenri 
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. All this maltreatmeDt to which you are subject is due 
to counsels ia which Mr. Hastlugs is a shaver. Wheu 
<^th6 details of it reach the Company m London through 
the despatches of the Members of Council at Calcutta, 

** he will be censured, and youv release will follow with- 
** out any one's intervention or exertions: and all that has 
'^happened since you have been imprisoned will come 
" Co be understood by you a year hence/' This afforded 
them some little consolation, Two persons were per¬ 
mitted by the English officers to visit Jawdbir ^Ali 
$b6n. One was Ddrdb ^Ali Kbin. I was the other. 
Ddrdb 'Ali Khin went every day, and I every second 
day Whatever I bad been able to gather about events 
at Lucknow from the Nawdb Begam'e agent, I tised td 
tell him when 1 went to see him. In this way four 
mouths rolled over us, and not a word passed on either 
side to end the situation. We were reduced to complete 
despair. The eunuchs' friends and the Bahu Begam's 
servants were now In extreme distress. All that they 
bad laid by in their houses, they bad spent in this 
period of idleness. When they had neither money nor 
property left, they were in great straits from the want 
or deficiency of the necessariee of life, clothing and food. 
Mamrox ^hiu Mewdti appealed to the BahuBegam: 

Were I alone, I should stay at this door as long as I 
“ lived. 1 have fifty persona dependent upon me. Your 
** servant will comply with whatever you may be pleased 
to order in his case." The answer was given: " Unless 
** the jflgtr be restored, the Begam can do nothing. Let 
him go somewhere for some time and do what he can 
for himself. When better days come, the Begam 
will provide for him." The poor fellow kissed th^ 
doorsteps in tears and left in grief. 
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At this juDctiiro the Bahu Begam received a letter^. 

The r^EiwAb Wesir Naw&b Xftafu’ddaulab and. 

end Haider Ueg write an application fron) Haidar Beg< 
toth.B«g.D.. Tbe former wa* to the-sffect 

tiiat the outlaw, BijaBalbhadr, bad come into her jdgirS' 
with a large following of vil)Agere and woe creating a 
public disturbance; and that this waa probably done at 
Jaw4hir ^Ali Eh^a's lostigation. The Naw&b Waziv 
went on to adriee her to admonish the eunuch or he 
would himself call on him for an explanation. The 
application forwarded by Haidar Beg Ebdn nas to this 
effeoti Six lake and fifty thousand rupees are still due 
from the eunuchs. As this sum is due to the English, 
it is hoped that you will order them to pay it* They 
are imprisoned for this money. Sarfardzu’ddaulah and 
'* yonr correspondent are your eervants. We are 
'* utterly helpless in this matter, or we should not fail to 
do our utmost to serve you/' The Bahu Begnm 
ordered ^baiTa^unisd, her letter-writer, to draft a reply 
to each of these communications. She wrote according 
to her own Dotions. As her handwriting was bad, 
EapdrUiand, Jawdhir ^Ali Shines secretary, was told to 
niakg fair copies. He was a slow writer and could not 
copy them in a whole day, although the draft bad been 
prepared by another. The Bahu Begam grew tired of 
bis slow performance and sent Zsmurrad, a eunuch, to 
A^bwand Ahmad ‘Ali and told him that, as he knew, 
Jawdhir .^Ali Kb^, who was her secretary, was not 
then within her reach, hut he used to talk a great deal 
pf the abilities of one of bis clerks, Laehbmi Ndr^n, as 
ft letter* writer; that he was now to find out where lie was 
seoil £qc him. X/achhmi Ndriin was a great 
master of the art of Uttar* wcittng and fftmoudK Ue 
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})a,d then faUeD out of employment and vas living at 
Awadb.* Meesengera 'tvent for him and brought him 
and east in word to the Begam that he bad arrived. 
An (ftd6T wae sent for him to take a eeat. The poor 
fellow waited from a watch before nightfall till a watch 
of night had passed, but so one asked for bim or came 
to look for him. He could wait no longer: so be got 
up and went to a friend’s house and retired to sleep. 
Akhwaud Ahmad Ali also quietly left the harem 
door and went to the house where his children, whom 
be bad by a mistress, were liTing. He told me to lie 
down in his place. When it was past midnight the same 
eunuch, Zamurrad, came and called out: “Akhwaud I 
“ open the door.’^ I opened the door and I saw that he 
held in his hand serera) letters OD white paper. He was 
looking for the lettei^writer and saying: “ Where is 
^ * Akb w an d go D6 ? Tcl I m e where h e is." Ire plied that 
theleUer*writsr was not a servant of any one’s ; be had 
waited for two watches and had then left: and A kb wand 
Ahmad AH bad gone to his bouse in Sabsiman^i on 
an urgent call; and I asked him to tell me what he 
wanted. He said: “We want no one now: write your¬ 
self.” I was something of a lelter*writ6r myself and 
1 set to. 1 saw that Kbairu’nniad’s language was halt¬ 
ing and unsuitable to the rank of the cori'espondents. 
1 cancelled it all, and with&ut a copy 1 wrote in another 
style all that the Begaia wished to say, end sent in 
the letters. When the eunuch returned quickly, as he 
'did, to the Begam, she thought that possibly the writer 
was not then present. He announced that he had got 
the letters written and had brought them. The Begam 


*ajudb]y6 or ayodhyi, 
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wpjftrkedj ‘'He ifi ft very rapid writer,” and tlie eunu<ih 
told her that the parson she wanted was not present, 
but Sbekh Fais Bal^bsh, a brother of A kb wand Ahmad 
‘All’s, one of Jawihir 'Ali Eh^n's servauts, had wrftten 
them thus ^^uicklj. Ehairu’onisd was told to read them 
and SAj had they been written aocordisg to the draft 
given or was there anything more or less. Sbe read 
them and told the Begam that there was not a word of the 
original to be found, that the whole substance had been 
invented and. written out of my own bead. The Begam 
grew aogry and ordered them to bring me to the door. 
I went. Ebairu’nnisd abused me very soundly. 1 
answered through the eunuch Zaraurrad that these 
letters were addressed by a noble personage to nobles} 
that in such a case bard and intemperate language was 
unbecoming in the afihirs of state. I begged that, to 
do me justice, the two letters should be next morning 
submitted to the Nawib Begam, who was & perfect 
coDQoissour in tbe art of letter-writing; and I added that, 
if that lady did not like ray composition, I should merit 
displeasure. Very well/’ they said. Next morning tbe 
elder lady expressed herself greatly pleased with my 
style and praised me. An order was ^ven that from 
that day I should write the answers to all letters for 
the Begam. Zamurrad ceased to be the medium of 
communication and Dirdb ^Ali Eb^n was told that as 
he was one of Jaw&bir 'All Kb do's novices,* and the 
writer one of his servants, he should in future be the 
medium of instructions to he conveyed for letters. For 

* 1 bare found It hard to get » vord for * euuaoh'B ''bfeobgioav* 
It iinpli» arolatioo ^KiiUog betwaeo ooo «bo baa been in hii hojhooi, 
ctftnted and tbe older men who performed tbe opentioo or oaused 
be i^oraed i thatreUtioa la epolcen oi aaArld and ^r6. 
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three years after this I was employed as the Begai^'s 
secretary. 


^bairu’nnifad bad written in reply to Xsafu^ddaulah^s 
letter in this style: ^^Jawdhir ‘All Kbin has not sent 
“for Balbbadri whoever says so, tells a lie. Beat him 
with your shoe, and drive him out of the city.'’ 8be 
had gone on in this fashion until she had covered a whole 
sheet of paper on both sides. Her answer to Haidar 
Beg ^h^n ran: “ My servants are dying of hunger and 
my cattle are dying. My jdgir has been confiscated 
and,you have imprisoned my eunuchs aod carried off 
by force all the money I bad. Where have 1 got any 
^^'money? Now have pity on the unhappy state ^f 
Xsafu’ddaulah’s old mother. Send something to heep 
'^her: and release her jtfgirs.'’ She had gone on at 
great length in this faeblon. 1 completely changed the 
whole ooinposlcion and wrote the followiDg instead 

My dear son,—1 have read your letter, and 1 under* 


Tb« Bsbu 

rsply Aaata’adaa- 
Jfth’s letter, 


“ etand its contents. I hear that 
“ you aro chiefiy fond of reading 
bistoricsl works: so tell me onoe 


for all, have you ever read in any book of any fondly 
loved SOD, from the days of Adam to your own, who, 
having a mother to whom he owes his birth, who 
“cherished aod nourished him in many ways and oared 
“ for him after she had brought him into the world, 
spent her whole life in promoting bis happiness; who 
** had no other son but him, and who felt the whole eo* 
joyment of her life bound up iu him; who, when bia 
fatter died leaving several sons of eminent qualifica* 
tioDS, and his grandmother and the army and officers 
of state were inclined to place one of those other sons 
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upon the sent of government and commit to him the 
“ care of the country and ite revenues and army, 
^'managed real]j by the help of Qod, although appsr- 
ently by her own efforts and plana, to seat bia\ on 
** the throno'^has yet, though he held vast dominiona 
*‘and had wealth so great chat ha could not want any- 
** thiogi been led by the suggestiona and seductiona of 
** a few disloyal esrvanta dishonourably and riolently to 
** wrest from his mother, without her committing any 
fault in public or private, the few raabils of her jiigic 
and her money, the gift of hla father, jealously guarded 
by her as a provision to secure him from the effects of 
reverses which may overtake him; has imprisoned 
her servants and handmaids; has afterwards neglected 
** the maintenance of her household; soiled hie own 
** good name; made her of small esteem in the eyes 
of the world; and, although claiming to be a Muslim, 
has forgotten the text of the Qurdn which says t * Hay 
** ‘Ihou not unto them [tby parents] even There 
bave always been instances and cases always will 
happen where fathers and sons, sons and fathers, and 
“ brothers and brothers, abed each otlier’s blood for 
the sake of empire and imprison one another: but 
tell me for ycureclf what answer will you give at the 
day of judgment in the world to come? Moti Singh, 
Bbaw^ni Singh, Nawiz Singh, and other penniless 
rustics, have squandered lake of rupees from your 
estate and they are not called to account. Is this 
“ all your conception of what good faith, government, 
*^and sagacity mean, that you now disclose by your 
^‘'oouduet: that you believe the connection attributed 
“ to Jawdhir Kbiu with the outlawed Balbbadr, 
"Wjrite a complaint to me on the subject? He id 
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^'oeitlier a landholder nor a noble of these realms t^at 
•'the tenantry should at hi a bidding rally round Bal- 
bbadr, und that he should raise an insurrection like 
'' Chet Singh of Ban^ras. As long as he was my chief 
odicer of police in those parts, all the peasantry wero 
Bubmissire to him. You have in your dominions 
“ many discharged oolleotore. Has one of them erer 
gathered round him the landholders or the tenantry 
** of the district that he formerly administered, and used 
“ them to create a d:sturban(;e? If any one of them 
*' has ever done so, Jawdhir 'AH Xh&n is guilty. Do 
you not know that this outlaw is an old enemy of 
society? What trouble did hie grandfather not give 
“to Nawib Burhdnu’lraulk? His father, Fem Singb, 
“and his slave, Nawsl Singb, resisted Nawdb $afdar 
“ Jang time after time. Ho himself has fought several 
** times with Sbuj&^u’ddaulab, Naw^b Muham- 

“ mad Quii ^bdn, Beui Bab&duv, Qhuldm Husen Kh^n 
“£avora, and Zainu’ribdin Kbin, and he has seven 
“ times had encounters with the managers of my jdgirs. 
“To come to the point, it is utterly unbecoming per* 
“ sons of great dignity and station to complain that they 
“are embarrsssed and paralyzed by low creatures; aod 
“ it does not hedt a ruler. To complain of one's equals 
“is of course nothing unusual. You have, thank Hea- 
“ ven, troops and artillery in ahandance, and tbe English 
“are also your allies. When will all these resources 
“be called into service? Great nobles do not go out 
“ to do battle with a man who merely opposes the 
“police of a mahil. A troop of horse is sufficient to 
“ quash and expel him. klay you in future be led by 
“ good counsel.” 
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“To Haidar Beg Kh^a,—! have read your note# 


B^ply Bflot b7 tbs 

Bftbn Bsgftm to iludtf 

Beg*e ftppIiMtioa, 


“ which contaiced much that was 
“ untrue aad much that was imper- 
" tineot. You know what was.true 


“ and what was false k it You write that you and Sav- 
“ fardzu'ddaulab are my servants, and chat this money 


“is due from the eunuchs to the Company, and you 
“ ask me to order them to aend it. The extent of your 
“ service baa been illustrated by recent occurrences. 
“ When you came last to Fuizdb^d with my sou you did 
“ not come to pay your respects to me. This was of 


“ course the usual practice of alavea and the cbildroa 
of slaves, and of loyal and respectful old aerrente. 

“Asa geoeral rule among men of the world, when 
great people fall out about business affairs, judicious 
^'advisers and prudent ageota endeavour to smooth 
over ill-feelbg and suggest to their masters all kinds 
“of specious explanations to satisfy their mloda. It is 
“ for such oceaaions that wise friends are kept. * Thou 
“ * must bare a friend better than thyself/ By their 
^‘healing and soothing language, remembering Ibeir 
“obligations to their masters, they exert themselves so 
“that their words take effect, and win praise and enco* 
“mium, and earn a lasting good name. They .become 
“meritorious in the eight of God and famous in the 
“eyes of men for their eagacity, intelligence, and 
“ loyalty. On this occasion when my beloved son, not* 
“ withstanding previous covenants and agreements, con* 
trary to expectation asked me for money, and I, 
“knowing that be has three provinces under his rule, and 
“^at he expends the revenues on useless end unworthy 
“objects, such as the purchase of elepbauts in unmbM 
'^‘Wholly beyond hia necessides, and on shows and 
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fireworks, and UDjuatifiAl)]e and ud warrantable pre- 
*' aents, and on the elerafion of worthleaa rustics aod 
peasants, and showin,^ them farours aad earicbiog 
thorn with lake of rupees^ and that be pays no attea* 
'Hion or regard to his finances, made some little delay 
'Ha complying with hia request, he imprisoned my eerr- 
" ants who were custodians of my treasure, took wbat 
"was in their coffers, and went back to Lucknow. 
" In this'inatance, why did you not then, if you are 
"really my seryant, come to my door and address 
me properly by means of petitions or through tbe 
" medium of my eunuclis, or give iny sou good advice 
" in this matter ? It la said chat you are in daily 
" communication with my son about affaire at Lucknow, 
"and that, although he undereCanda ootbing about 
" public affairs, and he is naturally disinclined to meddle 
" with them, you do nothing without informiag him. 
" Good Godl is this your return for all my favours ^od 
"kindness, past and present? It ta strangest of all and 
" most aaConishing, that you write that the eunuchs are 
"not paying the Company's money. Ihis sounds like 
"the prattle of a madman or an idiot, aud my son must 
" be joking. Had the eunuchs farmed a mah&l in 
Beogdl or 'Azitndbid, or did they hold tbelr offices 
"in trust from the Gocopany, or have they ever in any 
" emergency borrowed from the Company and given a 
" bond, that they should now be liable to the Company 
" for money, and be now in prison for the amount ? 
" You should talk sensibly. ' A hint to the wise is 
"Sufficient.' 


*Arftbie proverb. * tskfiUiliabftra.' 
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^ When I wrote these letters without a rough draft 

NawAb Begam approved of them, 
this served me as an introduction to the Babu B^am. 
Jawdhir ‘Ali Kli&n and Balidr ^Ali Kbd.D, the leading 
eunuche and the Gegam’s responsible ageots, on whose 
advice she depended for everything, were, as already 
said, rigorously confined io their house iuside the fort 
and bad no freedom. The Balm Begam was living 
with her roother'iD'law in tbe Mod Bdgh. Most of the 
servants, domestics, and armed retainers continued to fiy 
in despair. Borne new surprise was daily in store and the 
Babu Begam used to hear that such and such a servant 
has left to day, and so and so has done such and such a 
thing that was wrong. Amid all this, D^r^b ‘Ali Kh^a, 
who WAS now entering bis eighteenth year, and I, wbo 
was then thirty years of age, ss we were employed as 
the Baba Begam’s oorrespondents, became ber advisers. 
Al^bwand Ahmad ^Ali, wbo was Jawdblr ^A)i Khiu’s 
general agent, was eminently endowed with the qualities 
of honesty, trustworthiness, governing power combined 
with a conciliatory manner toward the governed, loyalty 
to hie employers, generosity, zeal and bravery, but was, 
on tbe other hand, retiring and most carefully avoided 
the society and presence of great nobles, such as Shuji^- 
uMdauIab, or Xsafu’ddsulah, and attendance at the gates 
of tbe Hvgams’ palaces. If ever be happened to have 
to appear to answer auy necessary refereoce, as was 
now the case, when Jawihir 'All Ekia was in confine- 
tnent, and the Begam used to send for him, he did not 
go himself, but he sent me. 1 was frequently in attend- 
fiskcaat (he door in my capacity of letter-writer about 
many private matters which it would be improper- to 
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mention to others. I wished BXrib ‘AH wlip 

had oow passed beyond boyhood, shoald take part in 
this important business, that I might have the best 
mean^ of mahiDg myself favourably knovn through him, 
and that the orders to write weighty commutiications, 
which were in many iastances conveyed to me through 
women, might reach me through him, During this 
period that we were thrown together he studied under 
me the “BaliAr Diinish, ” Niaiin Ganjavi's “Shliiu 
Khusro/’ QbanfmaVs Magnavis, aad letter-writlogy and 
he became proiicient in the art of conreraation. 

Eight miles from Salon there is a town called RaaiU' 
Hlsfacooimlof C 4 . 1’“''' tile l^niiiiolders of whicU Mfi 
rXb 'XJi early Kurdizar Salyads. They have divid- 

ed out the land amoug themaalvea 
and pursue agriculture, paying the revenue of their lots, 
to tbe Agent of government. The owner of one of 
these lots was Mr Shikir *k]l Ddrdb ^Ali Khdff’s 
anscestors were among his tenantry and held a farm of 
sixteen standard bighas, or about tea acres. They 
found it diiBcuU to pay their rent. Ddrdb ‘Ali Khdn 
was born a eunuch and lived with his parente till he 
was six years old. 

In tbe village of Dana, which lies between Kdkori 
and Mohdn, there was a boy four years of age, eon of a 
eamindir, sleeping in the courtyard of the house^ and 
a wolf came and tried to carry the boy in the night. 
The boy^e father woke up and uttered a scream. Thp 
wolf was unable to carry off the boy, and satisded him¬ 
self with biting off his geuerative organs. The boy 
lived by God’s grace, though he lost much blood. When 
he recovered, his fhcher presented him as a eunuch to 
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Kawdb Sbuj^^u’ddaulali, who made bim a gift of the 
Villag;e as a revoDue-free holding in return. The story 
of this spread all over the Navrib's dominions. 

Dirdb *Ali Ehdn's nude, Gbisi Ritn, wbo is still 
aliTe,** brought him to Faiz^bid in the hope of getting 
the freehold of his ten acres. The Nawib had left 
Fai24b4d two or three days before his arrival and 
marched in the direction of Lucknow to meet Naw4b 
Sholipufi Begam, wife of Naw4b Qamru'ddin ^hdu, 
Muhammad Shdh's Wazir. A Hiodd noble, named 
Frasid Siogb, who bore the title of H4ja, who was 
detained ou some important business in his cantonment 
near the Allabdbdd turnpike outside the citj, ^aa 
sitting on an English chair in the open nir, when GhiLsi 
came in sight with the boy in bis arms. Prasdd 
Singh asked him wbat be wanted. He said: 1 aru 
bringing my child to present him in the hope of get* 
*' ting A fi'eehold of ton acres.’’ Frasdd Singh said : 
I cannot confer a freehold, but I will procure you 
any price you ask,” aud after some bargaining he offer¬ 
ed 'five hundred rupees. Ghisi Kdm would not take 
the naoney, but Prae&d Singh was a cruel and bard 
man, and he snatched the boy from him and drove him 
away. Gh(Ui Rdm returned home in tears and in des¬ 
pair. Prasdd Singh took tho lad to Lucknow and 
presented him to the Nawib, who handed him over to 
Jawdhir 'Ali Ebdn. A^hwand Ahmad ‘All was charged 
with the boy’s education, and he employed a school- 
master of Mallb&bdd, named Chbedd, to teach him. This 
occurred in Jam(idi,u$f&ni 1183 A.H. [1769 A.D.}, and 
Dicib 'Ali Ehdn was then entering his seventh year. 


Sa 


•1233 A,H, [1817 A.D.] 
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After Nawdb 8l3uj4‘u’ddaulah'8 deatli io 1188 A.IJ. 
[1774 A.D.], tbe glory of the 6uauch« began to decline. 
Aaafu'ddaulab 'went to reside at Lucknow. Thoae 
euQuclis wbo were bis personal servants, such as Ambar 
All ^bdn, superintendent of the elephant stables, the 
wardrobe, cookroom, and library, and of the wharf dues 
and other departments, and other eunuchs bolding 
appointments like him, went to Lucknow. Those who 
held appuintinents from Shujii'u'ddaulah on the Beg&m’s 
establishment, such as Jawdbir Ali ^hin, her steward, 
Bah4r 'AH ^hdn, her treasurer, and Nieh4t All Khdn, 
who bad their duties in various ways connected with the 
collection of her income, remained behind at Faizdb^d* 
they and tbeic novices, with the Begacn. 

At this time Kdv ‘Ali Sbib, a Saiyad, the father 
of Mir Najaf Ali FXtil, who is now tho foremost man 
of his day, ae far as manners go, in Faizdbdd, was 
entertained as tutor to Ddrdb A!i Khdn, Mirta llaAn 
All, and Husen All, novices. As the Saiyad was an 
old and feeble man, he was able to do little for the 
boys. They spent most of their time playing. One 
day D4rdb Ali ^hdn was lighting witli Miraa Blasan 
Ali, and he threw a stone at him and miseod him, but 
the stone struck the foot of Mir Kallii of R4i Bareli, a 
friend of Ai^bwand Ahmad All’s, who was sitting in 
the garden between Jawdhir Ali Ehdn's house and 
Bah&r All Ebin’s house. I was then coming with 
Akbwand Abmad Ali from Ambar Ali Ebin's house, 
in which were the revenue offices, to Jaw4hir Ali 
Eb6n's house. Mir Ealld told A^hwand Ahmad Ali 
what had happened. D4r4b Ali ^hdo, who was a small 
boy, had run into the school'Toom and sat down. Akb.< 
wand Abmad All reprimanded Niir Ali Sh&h, the 
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ficbo^l'^u&ster, and subaeqaentlj complained to Jaw^bir 
Khin of the boj’s idlooesa and inability to read 
and write. Jaw^blr ‘AliSbin, who seldom grew angry, 
but aa the proverb eaya: God save us from the 
wrath of the good tempered,” was all the more severe 
when he did become irate, beat Ddrdb ‘Ali soundly 
with his own band, and from that day he was placed 
Under my care. As I bad multifaidous duties and 1 
had little time to spare, I was only able to give him 
a few days at brat and teach him some pages of the 
Gnlisti. 0 . I then, with AVhvrand Ahmad ‘All's sane* 
tk>D, employed Qdji Ndr Muhammad of Delhi, on five 
rupees a month, to teach him. He remained three years 
nhder my care, and that was up to the time when the 
eunuchs were imprisoned and the jAgfra confiscated. 
He then used to spend day and night inside the Moti 
Bigh palace, while 1 remained outside. One night 
Bashdrat, one of the Bahu Begam's eunuchs, had a 
conversation with Nilam, one of the Nawdb Begam's 
eunuchs, which disturbed the ladies, and tbe Babu 
Begam ordered that none of her euuucbs should spend 
the night inside the Motl Bigb. Theroafter, when the 
first watch of the nlgbt had passed, Ddrdb ^AU Kbdn 
used to come and lie down to sleep near me. Wo 
spent our nights together there for six months, and I 
did all that 1 could to further bis studies and instruct 
him. 


When SIX months bad passed as already described. 



wib Begam’s jdgirs also. This lady wrote a letter' to 
Mirza N^jaf ^hio, ^vho bad risen to great dietinotion 
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~at SLdbjab^Q^b^d and was Amirnlumara. He died 
fit this very time and the Begam waa left without 
resource. I went most nights to pious recluses and 
fortude-tellers, geomaucers aud astrologers, and thej 
used to tell me lies for their own profit, and promised 
dates close at hand to which they poiuted for our relief, 
and when these dates came there was uothiug happened. 
Some of these facts were narrated to the Begam also, 
and when they ended in nothing she grew angry. 

When six months and some days had elapsed aud 
the rainy reason set in, Captain Jtu^ues was removed 
from the guard and Major Gilpin succeeded him^ 
Mirza Ba^hshullab, bis agent, was appointed a mediuifi 
of communication between him and the Begem, hut the 
officer was himself an exceedingly courteous, sedate, wise 
find intelligent man. In the month of Eajab in the 
same year an order came from j^ucknow that the 
eunuchs should be sent there; that, as they would not 
pay up the balance at Faitibdd, they would be made to 
pay at Luckuow. This announcoment crushed us com* 
pletely, for although the jdgfrs had been condscated, 
our master bad been imprisoned, and profits there were < 
none, still we bad been able to remain In our accustomed 
haunts and we had ho physical discomforts, and several 
of those thrown out of employ being in the one place 
were able to cheer each other. As the proverb says: 

is pleasanter to die in company." • 

The best thing in the whole occurrence is what 
' happened when Xsafu’ddaulab, after he had taken the 
money from the eunuchs, felt oppressed with a sense of 

• Th® orjglnfcl is: “Mirg-l-ftmboh jfiBhiii dfirad," lit., “The 
dealb <rf a crowd has th« sffeot of a fewt/[ 
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bis islficonduct. His Hicdil orderlies, who were tnoftti 
spirits, said to him that Jawdliir ‘Ali Khdn end Bahir 
*AU 'Khin had lake upon lake of rupees, that their 
houses were filled with their accumulations, and,of an 
order wore giTOu for confiscation, ten or twenty lake 
more would be got out of them: and their nob!e-minded 
master said to them in reply: “leaked my mother 
“for the money: she delayed: 1 was hard up: her 
“ money was in their keeping: circumstances required 
“ that I should take my mother’s savings from them : 

what son is there in all tbo world who does not take 
“ from his father and mother: he takes all he can get 
“from them: what have X to do with the property of 
slaves? If I were inclined to deal with the lower class, 
“ I should strip you of everything and then 1 should 
“ get krors upon krors of rupees.’^ Those who had 
ventured to address him were ashamed. 

Ae not a penny of the eunuchs’ property had been 
expended, we had some consolation. Even during their 
imprisonment Jawihir 'All Kbda had twelve elephants, 
thirty horses, and one hundred servants, and Bah&r 
*Ali ^bin had a like establishment. Tbs only differ* 
eace was that the sepoys were scattered, and some 
ten or twenty friends were deprived of their moDthly 
aalariee, and received only their evening meals. Now 
that they were taking the eunuchs to Lucknow ia the 
rmny season, Qod knew where tliey would keep them, 
or where or how we were to find shelter; where were 
we few who were still left together to be scattered ? A 
second and greater canse of apprehension was this, 
that as Haidar Beg Khin entertained a deadly grudge 
against thetn, he might inflict upon them still greater 
BcreriticB, os might send them prisoners to the AUahdb&d 
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or CL an fir fort. Any Low, on tLe 8 th Rajab 1196 A.H. 
[1782 A.D,] they were seat to Lucknow under a 
guard of some companies of regulars with an English 
oflicef in command. They encamped at Mumt^nagar, 
which is four miles out of the citj. Akhwand Ahmad 
*A]i and I, two of their employes, Mirza Sheljlid and 
Mfr Ealld Fdzi], two of tbeir friends, and Xghd Muham¬ 
mad Hasan Kashmiri, one of their chief officers of police, 
accompanied them iu the most ignominious fashion, 
riding on a bullock'Cart, a kind of conveyauce in which 
we had never before sat, and we halted in the sardi. 
When a watch of night had passed, Jawdhir 'All Khda 
sent for me, aod be dictated a letter to the Nawdb Be^* 
gam and one to Matbti^ ‘Ali Ebdn, her eanueb, and 
despatched them then and there. He sent a slip to 
Dirdb Ali Khda asking him to deliver the letters. The 
pith of the letter to the Begam was this; " They are 
“ taking us slaves to Lucknow. God knows what hodUy 
“ and mental tortures may be inflicted on us there; and 
“ we cannot under such circumstances depend upon 
** ourselves. God knows what words may not escape 
** our lips to savs onr lives. Try somehow or other 
to save us from going to Lucknow." The bint which 
he conveyed was that they had given up whatever they 
bad, and that whatever the Bahu Begam bad concealed 
inside the palace they would be driven to disclose 
when they point of death, and all would bo 

lost; whereas, if she gave something and procured 
tbeir return, the larger part of her treasure would be 
saved. ^ The letter to Matbil' 'All Khin was also to the 
same effect, ^ext morning the Nawdh Bogam read 
the letter. She sent for the Bahu^Begam and explained 
the contents to her, told her that dangers attended 
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the departure of the eunuchs for Lucknow, nod that 
some measures must be taken to secure their return, 
The Baku Begam saldr ‘‘I will ^7ea lak of rupees 
“if they come back, proyided that you eay yen are 
“giTicg the money temporarily as a loan: write an 
“answer to this effect and send it. Let the eunuchs 
“hand it to the English officer, so that he may return 
“ with them.'’ This answer which the Begam sent 
arrived that day, after the prisoners had been marched 
on and halted at Muhatnmadpur. Jawibir ^Ali 
and I were alone together when it arrived. On think* 
iog the matter over, wo reflected that, if a lak of rupees 
were offered so readily to the English officer, the Luck* 
nbw authorities and the offfcord'at Faizdbdd would 
hnaglne that the Bahu Begam or the eunuchs them* 
selves had no end of money, when they tendered a lak of 
rupees over tbs small inconvsnience attending a march 
to Muhammad pur, and that, if they were submitted to a 
little more inconvenience and were a little more severely 
handled, six and a half lake of rupees would be sure to 
he paid up. We concluded that, as they had now left 
Faiz^bid, they might as well go on to Lucknow, whether 
they liked. It ox not, and that things would come to a 
crisis there at last after some trouble: they would 
then send from Lucknow for this lak of rupees and pay 
it over; ao they bad better carefully preserve the Na- 
w^b Begam's note and the sealed letter sent by 
‘All 5b*ln as- a reserve (or that contingency. Bahdr 
‘Ali ^hin concurred in this opinion. From Mubam* 
Ewdpur the eunuchs went on in advance of us to Luck¬ 
now and, the English officer lodged the prisoners in the 
cantonments in his bungalow, which was surrounded 
by* high wall. When we arrived afterwards <» our 
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buUook*eart, we eould not die cot er that day wbere'be 
had placed them. We put up for that night in Qi,ita 
^hin Filbda’e Sarii on the other side of the Grumti. 
NexUrnoroiog the dismissed collectors and police magis¬ 
trates, whom Haidar Beg Kb in had sumtnoDed to 
LuoVoow for inquiry into the profits of the j$girs, 
came and formed a crowd round us. It was therefore 
agreed on among us that we had better leaxe this place 
and go on Into Lucknow to lodge. Although this was 
Dot adfisablo, because we had not yet procured a place 
in the city which would Accommodate fifty people, we 
loaded ouv baggage on our servants and sot out, from 
ten to tfventy of us, for the city. Every friend we 
went to hid from us. hfnhdi ‘Ali Khiu, son of Mfria 
Kdsim, who used ofteo to come to Faiadbid, and whom 
Akhwand Ahmad 'All Khin used to receive with great 
hospitality, and there was a stroog friendship and an 
utter absence of ceremony between them, did not^as 
much AS coroe to bis door to receive us when we were 
standing outside bis residence, although he had ample 
accomuiodation and numerous houses to spare, Wher¬ 
ever we turned to a friend depending upon his friend¬ 
ship, he avoided ns, Finding 'Xbid *Ali {Chdn MughaVs 
house empty we entci'ed it boldly, without asking his 
permission, deposited our bundles and took up ouc 
quarters there. After we had entered ho demandod 
eight rupees rent and we agreed to pay it, 1 used to 
go alone every day to aee the prisoners and give them 
the city nows and inquire after them. I then used 
to despatch an account of the condition of the eunuchs 
and oilier news, such as the health or illness of Nawib 
Sdldr Jang, for the Begam was very particular aud 
frequent in her inquiries as to her brother’s health, 
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to Faizd1)4d, and Dirkh ‘Ali KMn used to read toy 
^efters to the Balm Begara^ TLia gave her some com* 
fort, and she used to look out fur mj letters until they 
came to Ddr^b *A1i Kh^o*s hands. Thus about* tvo 
months more went.by. 

One day Haidar Beg SIbdn unexpectedly paid a 
TiMt to Mr. Middleton, whose house was quite close to 
the place where the eunuchs were imprisoned, and urged 
the Besident to resort to some harsher measures with 
the prisoners. D(wdn Hulis Rdi came with two ward¬ 
ers and instruments of torture and was introduced lo 
the prisoners' presence. He first seized Babir ^Ali 
by the hand and lifted him up. Jaw^liir 'Ali 
Khdn rose of himself and stood in the verandah of the 
bungalow. Bab^r Alt ^bdn jumped from the spot 
where he was, hit the warder on the head with his 6st, 
and put the rope which was hanging from a rafter of 
the^erandnb round his neck and pulled it tight, hoping 
to strangle himself, and, as Sa‘di says that 

prspired with Ilfs to part 
WiJl apeak tbe feelisgs of hia heart, 

he abused everybody. Not ore official escaped the 
lashings of bis tongue. The Dfwdo, when he saw this, 
pulled him by the hand and prevented his suicide, for 
his intention bad been only to intimidate the prisoners, 
and he induced him by gentle persuasion to sit down. 
A very different story waa circulated in Lucknow. 
Akhwand Ahmad Ali and the rest of us, when we 
beard of this distressing occurrence, went into a small 
dark room, threw our arms on one another’s necka 
and wept< I went that evening as usual to aee the 
victims of oppression. 
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Tbi^re another etorj circulated that daj: that 
Beui Bnbddur, the old minister of the adhab, wb^e 
ejea SliujdSi'ddaulah bad put out, bad adTised Haidar 
JBe^ £b4n to treat the eunuchs as Sbuj4‘u’ddaalah had 
treated bim. Some people gAve out tbnt it bad been 
deter^uined to send them to Obuodr. ^11 their seryanU 
were now so alarmed that they prepared to desert them. 
A^bwand Ahmad ‘Ali said to me: “ Others may go or 
not, but I sball go to Gbun4r and be imprisoned 
‘‘with them.” 

When I was admitted to see the prisoners that 
evening, Babir ‘All Khdn addressed me and said : 

“ Go to Bijuftur and deliver a message for me to 'llmu’J- 
“ hudd. Tell blni I have been once on a time a friend 
“of bis. He knows the kindness and attention which 
“his disciple Shdh Badr ‘Alam used to bestow on me. 
“Now that 1 am involved in these affiictions, ask him 
“ to pray God for me that I may be released from these 
“ troubles.^’ I went accordingly to Bljnaur. I did not 
see that learned and pious man, but I delivered tbe 
message to bis younger brother^ Sfaih Habibullab, who 
was in some respects better even than his brother. 
This Tcnerablo man, who was as good at heart as he 
was in exterior, wrote four amulets and gave them to 
me^ and told me to give them to tbe eunuchs, who were 
each to place one under tbe lobe of his right ear and 
each bold one in his band and keep looking at it; that, 
please God, these amulets would have effect within 
three days or within eight days. I returned to Luck* 
now and delivered'the charms. It turned out as Lad 
been pi'opbesied. Three days afterwards they Lad left 
Lucknow and were Lodging in tbe Savdi Shekh, which* 
is known as Tb4kurdw4ra. One fetter was removed * 
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from ihvir feet, and on the seventh dey^ the day they 
rdhched Faizdbdd, the secood fetter was struck off and 
they were presented to the Bahu Bcgam. 

When Jaw^bir 'AH Khdn and Bah dr 'All Kh& left 
OMuir.nocr.tFsi«. Lucknow, there was a Com- 
ibid doriog th«8» two pany’s regiment consisting of a 
tbouafind men and tiiree guns sta¬ 
tioned on duty within the fort and tliere were several 
English officers with them. One of (he latter was 
posted with a company and one gun at the Nawdb 
Begam's gate. He placed the gun loaded with shot 
&t the gate, pointing direct at the inner gate which led 
into the ladies' quarters. Ho kept the fuse constantly 
slight and his Enoo stationed round the Moti High, and 
he said : *'1 have nothing against the Hawdh Begani 
‘‘and her people, but the Bahu Begam is iu t^e house 
with her, and I am come to harry her and to out off 
tba supplies from her and her servants. If the Na- 
wib Begam's servants interfere with me in this, I 
shall certainly fight with them/' As this was too 
hold, when matters went so far, the Nawib Begam’s 
eunuobs and sepoys took their lives in their hands, 
turned out to £gbt, and prepared for bloodshed. Hem- 
r^,Mahram 'AH Kbdn Ndair's accountant, sent out to 
the villages as fast as be could and called in at once 
a thousands Eijputs with swords to join him, and three 
hundred old Mewdti servants stationed themselves under 
arms as a guard to protect the ladies' quarters. Matbd' 
'AJi Eh In stood at the gun and began to fight with 
the officer in command. They fought with their»fists 
and wrestled. The townspeople, when they saw what 
waa gning on, became escited and feeling ran high, and 
* every male, fr«a the sire of ninety to the boy of four 
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years, crowded up to the scene. The officer was d«cre|t 
end, when he saw this display, retired at once, and nli 
ended well. The news of the event reached Lucknow 
the same day and grave anxiety prevailed among us 
who were there, but patience and endurance were ail. 
cur resource. '^TUe poor man carries his own sor¬ 
rows.”* , 

Major Gilpin, who was a wise, foreseeing man, and . 
was io charge of affairs at Faissdbdd, thought of s good 
plan to settle the difficulty, and came nt once to the 
Bahu Begam’s door and sent in a polite message to 
eay that the Began was mistress of every one there and 
that he was one of her servants and ready to obey any 
order she gave : that she had been living in the Nawib 
Begam^s house for nine months, sod the servants of 
the two ladies had suffered because of the limitod ac¬ 
commodation it afforded to their joint numbers, and 
so be hoped that the Bahu Begam would return to HFbr 
own residence within the fort, and he would escort her 
and render her every service and assistance she reejuired. 
He persisted until he induced the Bahu Begam to come 
out in hor palankeen, and he escorted her himself into 
the fort and settled her in the Motl Mahal. He came , 
to bee door every day and paid his respects to her as 
if be were one of her servants and made her quite a 
friend. After some clays bad elapsed he sent her a 
nsssage, saying that si^ laics and fifty thousand rupees 
were not so very much that they should stand between 
her and her son and cause so ranch negotiation, and 
that her eunuchs, who were men of position and her 


* B’OTarb la original is : ** Qtiam.i*darwesh bar j&Q'idarvesh,'* 

Ut., ** Ths sorrow of darwesh is upon the soul of the d&rwosU.” 
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tr^dted Agents, sliould remain in prison and eni^ev all 
kiads of annoyaneee: that it seemed to him as her 
friend the easiest and best plan for her to pursue, to 
pat together four laka of rupees as best she coulS and 
that he wonld himself give ber onelak; and she could 
give a bond for the remaining lak and fifty thousand; 
that her managers would •pay it np in the year that 
she regained the mahdls which constituted her jdglr. 
He added that he was prepared to guarantee the siraul- 
taseous release of the eunuchs nnd the restoration of 
her jd. 2 ir. He gained his point by this plausible speecli. 
The Bahu Begam said to him ; I cannot produce the 
‘'fcash, but I certainly hare four or five lake of moveable 
property and I can give that, but that depends upon 
** one thing. My eunuchs are custodians of ali such 
“ property of mine. When they come from Lucknow 
and their fetters are removed, they will make delir- 
•' ery.” The Major wrote to Lucknow to Mr. Middle* 
ton and Haidar Beg Xhda in these terms: You have 
intimidated the eunuchs beyond measure and they 
have not admitted a penny, but I have brought the 
^'B^am round by tricks and wiles to consent to give 
“ property instead of cash. You must count whatever 
(‘you can get now a lucky windfall and be satisfied. 

You had better send the eunuchs here as soon as vou 
** get this letter.’’ The day that this letter reached 
Lucknow was the day after that when I had brought 
the four slips of paper from the darwesh. 

The eunuchs were sitUog in despair, awaiting some 
Interposition of divine providence, when an Engliahmun 
entered and said: “ Well, sirs, you are to-morrow to 
'4eave for FaizAbdd. Get ready for the journey and 
yon can go." Nest day they left Lucknow and 
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Arrived on the eeventli day at Falz^bdd. They fiijpt 
went into Jawdhir ‘Ali Khiji’s house, Their fetters 
^ere struck off and they ^ere allowed to go in to see 
the Begam; hut there was a guard of Company’s regu« 
lars with them, aod the regiment was posted as before., 
When they entered the Begam^s presence after an 
absence of more than eight iponths, they could not con* 
tain tUemsehes and gave way to tears. For a long 
time tliey did not lift their beads from the ground. 
It was the beginniog of the month of Kamz&n. Two 
days after their return, the order was given that the 
treasure-rooms which bad been closed since the days 
of Sbuji^u'ddnuiah should be opened and the stuffs gf 
the East, which wore part of the confiscated property 
of Qdsim ^Ali Kbdu, should be brought out, a bundle 
a day, and laid out in the bdrahdari wbicb overlooked 
the river. A bundle was brought out each day for a 
week. On the eighth day one of them was operwl. 
Wobs of white muslin were found in it. They were valued 
aod shut up again. Next day another was opened, 
examined, and again tied up. It took from morning 
till ]nte in tbe afternoou to open and examine a bundle. 
To be brief, tbe value of the wobs of one bundle alone 
was estimated at eig)ity*foar thousand rupees. The 
whole came to more than three lake and fifty thousand 
rupees. When the valuation had been completed and 
the prices been determined, Major Gilpin asked for a 
lak of rupees iu cash. At this moment the Bahu Be¬ 
gam said she was of opinion that she had pud enough 
from her own treasury, and that the euuuchs had not 
paid a penny out of their savings: that they should 
now pay this money themselves. The eunuchs under* 
stood this hint and began to cast about for the money, 
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but they could do nothing owing to the guard of Com* 
pany’s troops. They too had a motive for concealment. 
They told me to go 'Ali ^h6n and bring the 

lak of rupe^ which the Begam had promised 

them when they were on tbeic way to Lucknow: and tell 
lilm that the j^glre would soon be restored and, pleose 
God, they would repay tli§ money; that they Lad it 
in fact then, but they could not produce it. I asked 
them to send Ddrdb ‘AU Klidn with me. When I 
arrived at Matbd' 'All Elihn’s bouse, be pretended not 
to understand me and said: ‘‘Tlie Babu Begam her- 
** self offered this sum only if the eunuchs could be 
saved from going to Lucknow. They have gone and 
^'come hack. It is not possible fortbem to get the 
money now.’’ He added: '‘Bring the Baba Begam 
to the Nawib Begam and let her ask her herself for 
" the money. It is possible she may Chen get tbe 
“ig^oney.” When I returned with this answer to the 
eunuchs, they were quite dismayed; they told me to go 
again and say that this had nothing to do with tbe 
Bahu Begam: they would repay it them selves. To 
come to the point, I went backwards and forwards in 
this way ebirteen times in the month of lUmzdn, in tbe 
heat of the sun at midday, between the Bah u Begam’s 
gate and tbo Naw&b Begam's house, a distance of half 
a mile, and returned each time walking with fifteen 
thousand kdnd^h and rik&bi* rupees laden in palan* 
keen, and conveyed the money into Jawdhir 'All Ehdn’e 
house. The news spread to Al^bwand Ahmad 'All’s 

* Two kiadi of rupeee tbsa ourroDt in Oudb. 80 oaJIod iht 
dof^as OB tbem. Ekudah ii a aLUIov ditb aeed m 4 frodfog 
ttoBgh, and tikdbi ij a pUte. Coinpar* tbe use of JbSr Sb^ig 
ISatic oatneB of purticul&r coins, from tbolr dsTioBs, ties, 

denser, 
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ilouso that some ouo had brought a lak of rupees fro^ 
Ma^bti' ‘Ali Khiiu’s house. Tho reduced collectors and 
officers of police who were waiting in expectation eon* 
eluded that the lualidls of the jdgir were about to be re* 
loaeod immediately, and that they would bo reinstated ia« 
their offices at once. When I came homo nt tlie hour 
of breakiDg fast** 1 was grated with cheers and cries 
of; ‘^Itis you who bare done it and it takes mau 
to do the like/' 

When the Bahu Begam beard the money bad come, 
she repaid the ,lak of rupees to the Nawdb Begam, 
whose note bad been given through the eunuchs, and 
the eunuchs themselves paid up dfly thousand. WhoB* 
the property and tbs Afty thousand rupees were hand* 
ed ovor, Major Gilpin wrote binding himself by God 
and Christ that he was going with the pro))orty to 
Lucknow, and that the mom out he arrived he would 
manage to release the eunuchs and restore tho jdgtts 
simultADeously. Ho took all with him to Lucknow 
and neicbev event ensued. Tho guards continued all 
the same at tho eunuchs’ doors and the Bogam'e gate 
and in the whole fort. The whole thing was a trick 
and a fraud. Hope was not realized and expectation 
was baulked. 

In this hope the month of Zihijh passed, Muharram 
began, and a whole year had elapsed in this state of 
distress. What Mr. Brown and Mr. Hoad bad said 
now began to show signs of proving true. Mr. Middle- 
ton was removed from the Lucknow Eesldency and 
Mr. Jolin Bristow, who was appointed in his place, 

*Th9 hoar aftn nuoMt wh6D MutalnKiuB mc allowed to break 
their fast .la BamsAt. 
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atrived in Luckuow. Tbe first question he put to 
Haidar Beg Kbdn wns, by vbose order be bad taken 
tbe Babn Begam'a money without bar consent, impris¬ 
oned her eunuoha and confiscated ber jig:ir3, a2d on 
•wbat pretence a Company’s regiment was posted in tbe 
fort at FaizAbdd. He gave orders that tbe regiment 
should at once return. Tbts alarmed Haidar Beg Kbdn, 
and he asked ^safu’ddaulab to burry and send some 
one to Faiaabid to tbe Balm Begam before tbe Reai« 
dent’s order could arrive there, to tell her that he bad 
after much entreaty induced tbe English to withdraw 
their regiment. Tbe Nawdb Wazir sent Xfrfu *A)i 
.^hdn on this mission. He arrived at tbe moment that 
tbe regiment was leaving. 

When Jawibir 'All ^bin was released and the fort 
emptied of tbe military, be told me to send secretly for 
Barjor Singb, one of tbe regulars and an old servant of 
tbe Begam’s, and quietly entertain two or three men at 
a time, and place guards of regulars at tbe Begam’s 
gate. I did soi and five or six old friends of Jaw4bir 
'All Sbdn, who had stuck to him, were re*employed 
at half their former pay. 

At this time Mr. Hastings was censured by tbs 
Directors in London for some faults, and among them 
were tbe late events in Oudb. Mr. Hastings wrote from 
Calcutta to Lncknow saying tbe Babu Begam must bo 
conciliated and humoured and induced to forgive the 
past. We thought this would be quite impossible. Hai¬ 
dar Beg i^bdn said to ^safu’ddaulab that this fapt must 
not be disclosed to tbe Bahu Begam or her advisers: 
. that he must first win her over to himself by some 
mesms. A letter came in the mouth of Eamsdn from 
2r 
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the Wiizfr to the Begam in tlie middle of 

despair, fia 7 iug that Waalr *AU Kh&n was bis legitimate 
son and he wislied to be introdaced to her, so tbat sbe 
might acknowledge him as her grandson and receive 
him face to face,* and thus enhance his honour and 
position. The Bahu Begam wrote in reply that her 
house was his and there was no need for hiru to ask 
permission to come. When this answer came the Na* 
wib Waair used various forms of flattery, went to 
Faizdbdd, stayed there two or three days, and ythen 
leaving told the Bahu Begam that he had used efforts 
to induce the Company to release the j4girs and had 
succeeded, and he asked her to send Jawdhir ^Ali Kbdn. 
nud Bahdr ^All '^hin with him, saying that, please God, 
he would send them hack soon with the release of the 
jdg(rs effected. I*Ie thus took the two eunuchs with 
him and returned to Lucknow in the rains, at the end 
of Ramzdn 1197 A.H. [1788 A.D.]. He allotted them 
as a residence the house of Mahram ^Ali Kbdo, which 
is behind Slidh Fir Muhammad’s tskiya,! and opposite 
the door of the old Panj-Hahls. They remained there 
for a whole year, and he kept putting them off from 
day to day with excuses and subterfuges. This 
trickery was all Haidar Beg's. Ho did not at all wish 
that the jigira should be restored to the Bahu Begam. 
In the mesnticno there was a report that Govemot* 
Hastings was coming to Lucknow. Nrvwdb Xsafa’d* 
daulah and all his ministers went to Allahibdd to meet 
him) and carried the two eunuchs with them. They 
returned afUr a month and various events occurred t 
the arrival of Mirza Jaw^n Ba^ht from Shdbjabdndb^d, 


* /.e., witbm tbs p&r^ah. 
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th# request of niJ froai iha Marbatas, the summoaing 
of their sgeat from the Dakbio, tbe negotiation that 
followed and its interruption, and tbe adoption of other 
Counsels. That is a long story and my subject is the 
history of Faizdhdd, so I omit it and keep to the point. 

When Governor Hastings reached Lucknow, the 
Bahu Begatn, NawAb Begafn, and Kawhb SAldr Jang 
pressed for the release of the jdgirs, and the Governor 
seat the Bahu Begem a letter intimating his arrival. 
Tbe NawAb Wasfr himself went to FaizAbdd with an 
order for the restoration of the jdgirs. He handed it 
to the Baku Begam on his arrival and site refused to 
tAke it. Tbe reason of this was as follows:—Salon, 
&c.y in all eight mabdls, in tbe south were in JawAhir 
‘AU Khdn’s circle, and Qaeba Tdndah in the cast 
and NawAbgfinj on the other side of tbo river on 
tbe north were in BabAr ‘Ali KhAn’s circle, and 
Isma'ilganJ on the west near Lucknow in Shikwat 
*AJi KhAn's circle: and the Oalia throughout 

the whole sdbab was JawAhir *Ali Kb An's. Notwith¬ 
standing the Ooveroor’s peremptory orders, Haidar 
Beg KhAn perpetrated a trick. He kept back TAodali 
and NawAbganj and four mabdls of the JA,i$ circle, 
Simrauta, Ikfobanganj, KorA, and JAjs KbA^e, six ma- 
bAls in all; and contented himself with inserting in 
tbe order for release only Salon KhAs^ and its three 
contignous mahAls, RokbA, Parsadbipur, and Athiya. 
Tbe order issued to Taqi Beg EbAn, the agent in 
charge there, was to tbe effect that the Salon, &c., 
mabAl of the jAgir bad been given as before to tbe 
^TawAb Wazlr's mother. The Bahu Begam perceived 
^ that XAndah and NawAbganj were not entered, chough 
she thought that all the mabAls of the south had been 
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includedf and alie refused to accept the paper. Balidu 
*Ali Kh&n advised her sot to accept the order, ’fhe 
Nawdpb Wazir did not come for tfvo days to see hie 
mother. When A kb wand Abmad ‘All and the rest of 
. us reached Fnizdbdd four days after the Nawib Wazfr’a 
arrival) Jawdhir ‘Ali Khdn told Akhwaud Abmad ‘All 
what had happened, and tjie latter advised him to be 
satisfied with even so much, saying that all tho long 
tlmo the jdgfrs had boon attached he liad been able to 
do nothing, and be could invite Bah&r ^Ali Khdn to a 
share in these mahdls; and that when Tdndab and 
Nawibganj were restored, he could tako bis old mahils 
and B&bir ‘AliKlidnhia. Jawdhir 'All ^hdn said he was 
too ashamed tossy this, and asked A^hwaad Ahmad ‘Xli 
to go and sponk for biro. Al^hwand Ahmad ^All went 
and talked in the same strain to Bahdr ‘All Kb^n. The 
latter unwillingly yielded and spoko to the Bahn Qegam, 
asking her to accept what was now offered and eji^act 
a promise of tlio other mahdis. The Begam sent Dirib 
^Ali ^hio to bring the Nawdb Wazlr, and she said to 
her son: ‘‘As you bring me the order yourself, 1 accept 
*Mt, on the condition that you promise to give all the 
remaining mahdis/’ He promised her this on oatb, 
handed her the document, and left for Lucknow. 

When the document reached Jawdhir 'Ali Kiiin's 
hands, he showed it to Mirza Barhiu ^Ali, who was a * 
sharp man, and he said when bo oxaraiuod it: ‘’I have my 
doubts oven as to the umhdls of the south, because 
the words used in this order are ‘the Salon, &c., mahil ’ 
of the jigir: the plural ‘ mahils’ is not used. There 
are three mahils there: mahil Salon, which includes 
‘‘ Mfrgauj and other villages ^ mah&l No^rdbdd, with 
‘‘ which go Rokhd, Parsadbipui*, and Athiya; mnhdr 



PLUSJ>BIt Of 


m 

wbicli i a eludes Mohunganj} SiinrftutA, und Kord» 

“ fh this iust&nce the woid ‘mahil’ only is used/’ All 
of us, T^hen yte beard this, wore inyolrsd in doubt 
I suggested that Haidar Beg Ehdo must bare viitten 
details to bis representative on the spot, Taqi Beg 
$h^n: if he removed his collectors from sll the mabdls, 
we had gained all we wanted, and if not, what Mirsa 
Burhdn ^Ali said must he correct 

Next day Akhwand Ahmad ‘All and his subordm* 
ates went out to the mahdis. The rillagers came out 
armed to meet him aud brought him into Jh,is, where 
be lodged. He sent Muhammarl a Kash¬ 

miri, one of JawdUir *Ali ^hdn’s servants, to Taqi Bog 
^hdo, who was staying in Salon. The latter had heard 
in a general way that the Begam's jigfr had been res* 
torod, but Haidar Beg Khin's letter had not yet reached 
him. Like a loyal man he removed his collectors from 
'^Ijihe eight mahtlls the moment he saw tbo order with 
Xgbd Muhammad ^ddiq. Akhwand Ahmad *Ali posted . 
his own son, Kdaim ^Ali, to Salon Kbd^, and appointed 
other persons as his agents in some mahdls. He left 
some places vacant until Haidar Beg Khin’s instructions 
reached Taqi Begl^hdo, telling him to confine his agents 
to half the estate. Thus what Burb^n ^AU Beg had 
suspected proved to be correct. When the report of 
these proceedings reached London through the des¬ 
patches of the Calcutta Council, an order was sent to 
the Governor to satisfy the Bahu Begam’s demands. 
He wrote to Nawdb Asafu’ddaulab, and he adopted a 
device, which Haidar Beg ^bdn suggested to him, and 
come to Faizdbid. Here he feigned the utmost submis- 
&veuess, told the Begams that his daughter was about 
'to he married to Sbaukat Jang, Ahmad *Ali ^hin's soi^, 
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And lie begged tbem to como to Lucknow and grace 
hia bouse with tbeir presence. They accepted bis iniTi* 
tatldn, and he sent them each ten elephants, ten piebald 
T4ngban ponies, and ten bullock coaches for tbeir maids 
and slaves, and Hfty thousand rupees each for thoir 
fiervaots on the road; be pitched gorgeous tents at 
every stage on the road into Lucknow and provided a 
variety of cooked provlslhus at each place, walked 
himself a part of each stage with them, and. brought 
them into Lucknow with every mark of attention. He 
vacated the Panj-Mahla for his mother, and a dne 
xnineioQ, known as the Havell Bdoli, for his grand¬ 
mother, and be occupied bis palace himself. Ho also 
prepared and famisbod with carpets and other furniture 
houses for the ladies’ servants and followers near tbeir 
mistresses. He tben proclaimed throughout the city: 
Xsafu’ddaulah is the vicegerent of his mother and 
grandmother; of these dommions and cides small 
and great they are rulers; the subjects in this citfare 
their subjects; if their servants commit any opprea* 
** sion or cruelty, no one can expect any redress from 
This wont on until the marriage festivities 
began. I pass over them. 

As the death of Babdr ^AU Kbdn, which now took 

Bah4r ‘Ali khio’s* OCCUr- 

fleath, rence which happened on the jour¬ 

ney to Lucknow, I should have mentioned it in that 
connection, but X insert ao account of it here. Before 
the Babu Begam set out for Lucknow, 8id; Sikandar, 
one of the old retainers of this family, who was a great 
proficient in astrology, when speaking to me of the 
proposed visit to Lucknow, said: ‘*A11 will derive 
great advantage from this journey to Lucknow, ant^ 
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"m\\ retuFE is eafetj to Fftizibdd vidi gUd bearta and 
*'^gratified wishes—all except Bahdc ‘Ali ^bdo, to 
whcm such and auoh a star portends evil. It will bo 
•' much better for him if he does not undertake tho 
*' journey.” I mentioned this to JawAhir ‘AU Kl)An, 
'^ut he aaid nothing. Bahir ‘Ali Kb An, although ho 
also heard this, hnd no help for it but to go. When 
he was on the second maroli, which was that to ShiiJA'* 
ganj^ bis horso became restive while he was riding. 
He struck him several times with his whip, and tho 
animal became more violent. He began to buck and 
was beyond the control of his ridor. BahAr ^Ali KbAn 
w*a9 thrown forward with the pit of his stomach on the 
pommel of the saddle. He sustained a severe injury, 
but as he was a resolute and determined man, he kept 
his seat Tho injured part swelled up in Luc knew and 
retention of urine followed. The physicians of Lucknow 
and FailAbAd did their utmost for him, but without 
res^hlt. Ho away on tlie fifteontb day ai^r bis 

arrival at Lucknow. JawAhir'All KbAn made all the 
arrangemenbs for his interment, and sent Mfr NigAr 
'Ali, who was geo orally believed to be BahAr ‘All 
fa An’s brother, and Mirza DA,im Beg and others of 
his trusted friends, with liia coq)so, and they convoyed 
it to FaizAhAd to commit him to earth in tho garden 
which ho had biinsolf laid out for his burial-placo. The 
Mir brought tJie body into the fort through tho cast 
gate, known in FaizAbAd as the Debli DarwAza, az^d laid 
it down at the door of the deceased’s residence. Ho 
then went into tho house alone and opened a chamber. 
What ho meant by this no one knows. Ho then lifted 
the corpse, took it to the appointed place and buried 
it., ^Idar Bog KhAn heard of this. Ho went next 
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morning to tbo Babii Begam &cJ sect in a message 
tbrougb Jawibir *AIi KhAu to her, informing hereof 
wha*t bad happened. The Begam vras highiy incensed 
at this act of levity. When the Mir returned to Luch* 
now after the funeral ceremonies and discovered the 
Begam’fi displeasure, he was utterly at a loss how to 

recover the favour he had lost 

• 

It happened that Shejch Zainu’h^bdin, one of my 
reJativos, a resident of Kdkori, was going with Sbdh 
K&aim to Damgarh to enrol himself as a disciple of 
Shdli Bdsit ‘Alt Qalandar. Mir Nig^r had in his boy¬ 
hood been much with Sh^h Bdsl( t4li, bocause he was 
a near relative of his; and there was a close friendship 
between Nifir 'Ali and Zninu’I'dbdin. Tbo hitter came 
to see me the day he arrived in Lucknow. Mir Nigdr 
^Ali saw him in the distance and eont for him, was 
delighted to see him, remindod him of the claime of 
old acquaintance, and pressed him to say to mo Uiat, 
as I had great iuflnenee with Jawdhir ^Ali he 

begged me for the sake of Bshdr 'All i^hdn's many 
kindnesses to move the Begam through Jaw&hir ‘Ali 
Eli do to forgive him for having opened the closet, and 
be would be under a lifelong obligation to me. Babdr 
*AU had some days before bis death advised M(c 
Nigdr *Ali and said to him: Return to your native 
place when I die and do not think of remaining in 
Faizdbdd, for your temper is hasty, and you will not 
“ be able to get on with tho ounueba of this darbdr/^ 
The Babu Begam too had spoken in terms of displeo- 
sure tjD him, saying: “Bahirwasmy servant, and he 
did everything for me with hie heart and soul as it 
‘‘should be done. He is now dead. What do I want^ 
“ with another, even though he he his brother 7 ” Nisdr 
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'X\i was thws quite hopelese of any restoration to 
fiJvour. Out of regard for Zainu’^Abdiu and in rememb- 
rauoe of Babir ‘Ali Khdn’a kindness to me, I went to 
JawAhir *A]i EbAn and interceded and pleaded wntil I 
gained my point with bim^ and he said: The sepoys, 
'^botb irregulars aud regulars, and the cook-house and 
** other establishments, all that Bali dr ^Ali ^hdo had or 
''held, I grant to I^isdr'Ali: besides this he will gee 
''two hundred rupees a month from the Begam.” 
When the Mir heard this joyful news he rerived. The 
best of it was that I had placed Shekh Zainu’l'dbdfn in 
a place where be hoard my pleadings and Jawdbir 'Ali 
^hdn^s reply. 

There is a sarkdr in the Allahdbdd sdbah called 
BrlrfMMimtof Bn. Han^iya, and in it a Tillage called 
hit All Damgarh, where reside some Nai« 

ebdpdri Saiyads of pnre descenti A gentleman of this 
sto^k, who was named Bakhsh 'Xlam, had a sister who 
wae without a son. She bought a Brahman boy from 
his father and mother in a year of famine and brought 
him up as her son. When the boy was fourteen years 
old, I^awdb Abu'lman^dr Kbdn Safdar Jang’s army 
marched by that Tillage and the lad came out of the 
house to see the sight. The castrators lifted him, 
carried him off, castrated him and sold him to the 
Kawib, who made him over to SbujA'u’ddanlah. The 
latter entrusted him for education and board to ^buah- 
nazar ‘Ali Ehdn, who was a very old eunuch. The 
Saiyad lady, who could not find him again, though she 
searched hard for him, lost heart and died of grief. 

When SbujA'u'ddaulah after bis defeat at Bakear re* 
^V^ed possession of theaCibab of Oudb, BabAr 'Ali EbAa 
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rose to a high position and he mixed with learned and 
good men and heeame impressed with a sense of honoiif. 

He wished that his rightful owner» the Saiyad lady, 
should somehow or other emancipate him. He had 
given himself out as a Snijad and he was reputed to^ 
be one. 'When Shujd^uMdaulab returned to Faizdbid 
after his defeat of Hddz E^unat !Ch^n and the settle¬ 
ment of the new territory he had acquired, Babdr ‘Ali 
Khin wrote a letter to Saiyad Bakhsh ‘Alam and told 
the story of his adventures. As the Saiyad's sister had 
died, he was now by right Bjihdr ‘All Khdn's master, 
and when the latter discovered what had become of him, 
bo came to Faiz^bdd and put up at Ba^hshl EifatulUH 
IKhin's house, because he was an old acquaintance. As 
Bahdr ‘Ali ^hdn feared it might be discovered that bo 
was not a Saiyad, he did not invite BaJ;ch8h ‘Xlam to 
meet him, but he showed him every other attention. 
He sent him two hundred rupees through a conddesitial 
friend and obtained a deed of emancipation, sendiog a 
message that the Nawdb was ill, and he would send 
for him when he was at leisure after the Nawdb’s re¬ 
covery. About this time Sliuj4‘u’ddaulah died. Bahdr 
‘Ali Khdn then sent for Bakhsh ‘Xiam as he Ixad pro¬ 
mised, but, os luck would have it, be also had died. 
He left, however, a son, Mir hligdr ‘All, whom he had 
just seen married. Bahir ‘Ali Kb do sent for the son 
as he could not see the father, and gave out that he 
was his brother. Mir Niadr ‘All never went again to 
lua home. This Is the true account of Babdr ‘All 

i^hdn. 

# 

After the arrival of the Begams in Lucknow the 
HUtory of Fwsibfid arrangements for the marriage of^ 
fesomed. Nawdb Xeafu’ddaulah’s daughter 
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with the 6 on of Nftw&b Abmad ^Ali Kb&a Shaukat Jang^ 
of Nawdb Mirza *AU Khdn, began. Almds ‘Ali 
Kb4n acted for the bridegi'OOm and 8arfir^zu'ddau)ah 
Hasan Hazd Khdn and Jawibir ^AH Kbdn for thd* bride, 
^ uncil tbe ^hole ceremony ^as completed, and the Bahu 
Begam prepared to return to Faizdbid. The Nawdb 
Begam agreed that tbo daughter of Hasan ‘All Khdn, 
who bad been married to Bibi ^Aehdran, should bo 
joined in marriage to Mirr.a Na^ir, eon of MiizaMubam* 
mad Amfn, son of Mirza Ydsuf the Blind, Bnrhdnu’I- 
mulk’s sister's sou ; aud tho Bahu Begam arranged the 
marriage of Btbi Lu^tubmisd >rith Mirza Muhammad 
Taqi Kbit), MIrza Nadir's brother. Two oc three days 
before the Bahu Bcgaru loft, Haidar Beg ^hin came to 
tbe lady’s door and sent in to her s sitpplementary deed 
restoring .the remaiolng four mahdls of herjigtr near 
Salon, south of Paiz&hdd. On this occasion too he 
pUyed a trick. Jawdbiv 'AH Khdn was then paying 
a pcrcianCDtly settled rent of three lake and seventy* 
five thousand rupees in accordance with his agreement 
entered into with the Bahu Begam, and Babiir 'Ali 
i^hda one lak and fifty thousand. The total was five 
laks and twenty-five thousand. Haidar Beg Khdn said 
to tbe Begam that all she wanted was this much money, 
and he entered it in the deed as tbe gross rental of tbe 
southern cnahdls, without allowing anything for tbe 
espense of revenue police, police officers, and collectors, 
and sent in the paper. He included, however, in the 
rental of the southern mah^Is the rentals of Cfasha 
Tindah and of Naw6bganj, which is north of the 
Ghdgbra and had been in Bahdr ‘All Chin’s seetion, 
And the Galla Ddgh of tbe whole siibah which had been 
^aw4hir 'All Khdn'e perquisibei aud qasba Uudm 
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round which are tracts which yield very fine rice fit for 
kings’ and princes’ tables, and whicli had been in t1f& 
Begam’s jdgir from ShujA'u’ddaulab’fl time. The Be» 
gam did not say much nod we her servants thought 
even this a boon. 

• 

The Baku Begam leA for Fftizdpb^d on the 27th of 
Bajhb 1200 A. II. [1780 A.OT], and the Naw&b Begam 
rcmaiuod some time longer, in Jj\ichnow> She loft two 
months later. The two ladies gave orders to prepare 
for Mii'za Nafir’s and Aglsd MuUainumd Taq( ^hdn’e 
woddiugs. A year was spent in making silver vessels 
and building houses and preparing carpets, curtains 
nnd other necessary furniture* When everything had 
been arranged according to the wishes of the Begums, 
they invited Xsafu’ddaulah from Lucknow. The cere* 
monies of marriage were completed iu fi^ecn days and 
Nawdb i^snfu’ddaulah went on to Bnhrdich on a plea¬ 
sure excursion to the fair at SdUr Mas^dd Qlidzi’e tomb. 
When he called on the elder Bcgnm to bid her goodbye, 
ehe asked him (o give Illirzu Nn^ir a monthly allowanoe. 
The KaNvdb handed her a written assignment of two 
thousand rupees a month. When he called on the 
Bahu Begam to take leave of her, she asked him to 
grant an annuity to Muhammad Tnq( Khdn and Bibf 
Lu^ru’nmsd. He wrote out for them an assignment 
of throe thousand rupees a month :• two thousand for 
Aghi Muhammad Taqf Khdn and one thousand for 
Bibi Lutfu’unisd. He'made these assignments charge¬ 
able upon the mahdls under Almds *Ali I^hdo’s admin* 
istratibn. 

In Faisdbdd during the days of the Bahu Bcgam, her 
employes and servants, great and small, enjoyed peace 
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aod security. They had neither the hardehipa of a 
chmpnign nor the griefs of and battle to undergo. 
They drew their salaries month by montii, paid to them 
eTen in Adrance^ in full and without deduction or draw* 
back: and every man lived happy and contented night 
**and day. But suddenly in 1205 A.H. [1791 A.D.] at 
the end of the month of lUtQZin, Jawdhir ‘All Khdn was 
struck down with some disease of the kidneys and ague. 
All his servants were overcome with grave anxiety j 
but, as he bad still ten years of life allotted to him, 
he recovered completely after a month's severe illness. 
At his request 1 attended him throughout his illness i 
and A]j;bwAnd Ahmad ^Ali spent even more than he 
could afford to dispense in charity and alms*giving in 
the hope of his recovery. 

At this juncture another event took place. Mubam^ 
aad Babr^mi adopted son of Mir 
beSoso Imdmu'ddin of Mallhdbdd, brother 

umilan aqd tbs Na- of Akhwand Ahmad ‘Ali's wife, was 
distnct magistrate ot Salon 

and Bhawdni Singh, a Hiodd of MaKbdbdd, was the 
police officer in charge of Mirganj, a station subordinate 
to Salon, fourteen miles to the south of that place, and 
lying on the banks of the Oanges. Some runners were 
posted io the station, who were employed on the English 
ifiail'Service between Lucknow and Calcutta: and every 
collector and police officer had strict orders from Alf.b* 
wand Ahmad ‘Ali to pay all possible attention to the 
coin forts of these men, lest they should experience any 
trouble and make complaints. It happened tbat^even 
Company's regulars crossed the Ganges with two boats 
^^d went into the market at Mirganj. They came to 
buy grain, but molested the shopkeepers, some of whom 
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they beat with their fists apd with dtlcks. As the 
people at Mlrgaoj did not knew that these regulars wofe 
Compapy’s servapts who had come from Cawnpore, 
when* tbe;f were wantoply attacked and the soldiers, 
not satisfied with vuiug fists and sticks, wounded some 
shopkeepers with tlieir swords, the marlcet'folk, oi* 
whom there was a large concourse present, it being 
market daj, could stand it no longer and beat the 
regulars in return. The Company's soldiers, who were 
few, tried to got into tboir boats quickly and cross the 
rireti but a cobra appeared iu a boat and prevented 
their entering it. On the rear they were pressed by 
the market-folk in pursuit, and iu front was the snake 
opposing them. They were in a strange predicament. 
The snake was alarmed by the noise of the people, 
and sprang out of the boat into the river. The regulars 
were saved and rowed away in the boat. Muhammad 
Bahrain reported the occurrence. An answer wa% at 
once seat condemning the action of the market people^ 
saying that the men were probably Company’s servants, 
and directing him oq receipt of the letter to place Bha- 
wini Singh nod the shopkeepers, who had acted so 
boldly, in fetters and keep them iu custody. Ho was 
also directed to employ fil^y runners and station them 
between Faizdbdd and Cawnpore, and to make inquiries 
and report whether these were Company's sepoys, had 
they brought boats from Cawnpore or from another 
place, for if they wore Company’s sepoys, it was a cause 
of grave appreheoaion, and care should be taken to 
keep the market people and spectators in close custody 
and under observation. The foolish man, Kuhammad 
Bahrdm, short-sighted and inesperlenced, failed to carry 
out any one of these instructions. Even though he wa^ 
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reminded, lie neglected tbo orders. As a last resonrce 
Nilrullak of Kaemandi was soot to carry them out.' 
He did so, ^VhGn the soldiers arrived at their cantou* 
meat in Cnwopore, they lodged a complaint, and ouo 
thousand men, that is to say, one regiment, were sent 
out with two cannou for reprisal and they crossed tho 
riyer, The nows of tUoir, approach created a tumult 
as of tho TOBurrection, The wives and daughters of 
the Saiyads of Roedlpur and Mo^tafhb^d'covorod their 
heads and iled barefooted to villages. In every village 
that they went to for shelter thoy found the same 
alarm prevailing. A report of this was sent to FaiV 
&bd!d, where it cansod great uneasiness: but an hour 
later a second report was despatched, stating that the 
regiment had no sooner crossed over Chao, before they 
could draw breath, they rC'Crossed and returned as they 
had come: but no explanation of thie could be givea 
Some news writers at Lucknow wroto after making in* 
quiry and informed us that as soon as IJaidar Beg 
beard of this occurrence, bo reported it to Nawdb Asaf* 
u’ddaulah, who went at once to the Resident at Luck* 
now and addressed him OR the subject, saying; First 
'^of all your sepoys began by an act of oppression 
within my moth or’s jdglr, and they wounded a shop- 
keeper. They are in the wrong, and to cap it they 
bare sent a regiment to the spot to inflict punish- 
“ meat, It is your practice to mako an inqniry and 
to punish only when tbo complainant has proved 
‘'bis case. In this instance what inquiry has been 
made before sending the regiment?'’ The Itesident 
wrote at once Co Che officer commanding the regiment, 
telling him to withdraw quickly and take rare tiiat no 
^mpropneties should be committed within the j^ir. 
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HeDC« it 'waa that the commacdin^ o^cer turned back. 
Two days later a letter came from Haidar Beg ^fa 
to Jaw&hir 'All EbAUf saying that it seemed that his 
empl^^s on the jAgir had come Into collision with the* 
Company's servants, and calling on him to send all of ^ 
them with the Salon collector into Lucknow. He also 


called for the names of all^he people, of the station 
police officer and the shopkeepers. As Ai^hwand Ah* 
mad ^Ali bad tAken the precaution to have them all in 
custody and fettered, be sent for \hem from Salon and 
forwarded them to Lucknow. Tliey were kept there 
for six whole months and brought up for inquiry from 
time to time. At last the fault of the sepoys was 
proved and these innocent people were released. 

Ydv 'Ali was a pigeon-fighter who came to Falzdbdd 
X . .in when a boy, and said he was a 
baiyad ana a native of Bareli. He 
was short of stature, good looking, and welf dressid. 
He gave out that he was incomparably superior as a 
pigeon-fancier and pigeon*flyer. He gradually made 
tbe acquaintance of I^awdb Sliujd^uMdaulah and attach¬ 
ed himself to Kim. He came to be on a familiar 


footing with the eunuchs and messed and lodged with 
them 1 and when be saw that Jawdhir *Ali Eb^n, 
'Ambar ‘Ali Kbdn, and Ydsuf 'All ^hdo were In 
the ascendant with the NawAb, he danced speciaF 
attendance on them. After ShujA'u’ddaulah's death 
a general dispersion followed. YAr ‘All remuned in ' 
JawAhir ^All EbAn's service and by close attendance 
zright and day, and ready service, running on foot 
beside &is palankeen, and also by his pleasantries, he 
was SO' snccesefnl that be occupied a nearer place to 
his master's heart than dl other servants. He became 
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a commftQdartt of four buudred and he had a finger r?i 
e^i’^hing. In some things he dared to interfere rery 
unwarrantably. His pride and haughtioess grew by 
degrees until they prored bia ruin. Jawihir ‘Ali Bhdn’a 
private accountant and some friends of bis, who were 
cot a match for A^hwand Ahmad *Aii, and nnraed a 
hatred for him in their bos 9 ms, held out to YAr 'All the 
bait of money aad induced him to try and kill A^U* 
wand it bmad *A)i. The fool^ notwithstanding his small 
stature, was led by their instigation to forget himself 
and wantonly attack that good man. Although A^h* 
wand Ahmad ‘Ali feigned not to notice and tried to 
avoid him, and thought it beneath hia dignity to involve 
himself with such persons, Ydr ‘Ali faiKied himself 
superior and begun to show increased signs of hostility 
until Akbwand's position was no longer safe. One day 
Ydr 'AU went to his sepoys nnd said : " An order has 
h^en given for the disbursement of your pay, but 
“ Akhwaod will not give it/’ They wont in a body 
and surrounded A^bwand and wanted to kill him. Ja* 
wdbir 'Ali l^hin came out and checked them. The day 
ended without further disturbance. On a second occa> 
si on be picked out forty men from hie command and 
bound them over under an oath to support him. He 
told them that be was going inside the bouse aud chat 
be would pick a quarrel with Al^hwand Ahmad 'AH 
lu Jawdbir 'All Ebdo’e presence: and when they heard 
him shout, they were to run iu and despatch A^hwaud 
Ahmad ‘All. I was sitting in the room above the gate 
and noticed the circumstancea under which he approach¬ 
ed. I became apprehensive and so I came doVn and 
seated myself in Jawdhir ‘Ali Khan’s presence. Ydr 
^ 'AU came in with a Persian sword and a large elueld, 
So 
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Bat down, And said to JAwdKir'AH Kb da: Akhwand 
" Ahmad 'Ali id defaming me and caating iiapQtati 9 Da 
** ort me: so 1 mean to kill Him. It is otdj fait* that 
he should jastify bia aspersions.’’ Just then A^hwand 
Ahmad 'AH came in and sat down. A conTereation 
began. Ak^ljwaud Ahmad 'AH said with extreme mild** 
ness: "1 am a weak schoolmaster who entered this 
" service on five rupees a tbouth. By the kindness of 
'' ray masters I have risen to possess an elephant, com* 

“ maod troops and hold a position. I have never wielded 
" a sword or handled a shield. I am a feeble man. 
To kill me is not so very dlHicult a matter. Any 
one can kill me when he likes.” The only persons 
then present were a house*servant, named 'Abdullah, 
and a visitor named M^raa Majjan. As it was the hot 
weather and a strong wind was blowing, the screens 
were drawn down over the doors of tbehirahdari. I 
WAS there and another supporter of Akhwand Ahmad 
'All’s, Mir QhuUm Imdm of Sandfla, and we \ad 
daggers at our waists. Ydsuf 'AH Kbdn, Chaudhrl of 
Mallbihdd, who was twenty years old, was also there, 
but not armed. The other two of us three, who had 
not the right of private entry into Jawdhir 'AlHs pre* 
sence, were staodlog outside the screens looking on. 
As Ydr All WAS very empty«heAded, he used often to 
boast in Jawdhlr Khin's presence of his bravery and 
hts swordsmanship, and he had led him to believe that 
there was a foundation for this braggadocio, and that 
he would show this when occasion arose. Jawdhir 'AH 
Khdn was not aware that the more a man brags of bis 
skill,*the less be can show of it when it is demand*, 
ed. All of a sudden A^hwand Ahmad 'Ali’s pride 
was stirred and his face burned with rage. He saldf.* 
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You lack brain, you call yourself a soldier and yoit 
^‘^areaeword aud shield. 1 aon empty handed and 
^^hare uo wrap on. But it does not become respectful 
** servants to fight in their master's preaeoce. ^ise 

and come outside. Let me see if you can fight me,'’ 
'and rose to go out Tir ^All, ou the other bsod, wish* 
iag to make a show of his bravery before his master, 
and knowing that A^bwand Ahmad ‘Ali would not 
venture to do anything therOf thought he bad better do 
whatever he meant to do, there: so be jumped up and 
grasped hie sword. When I saw him lay bis hand on 
bis sword and take bis shield from his back and place 
It on bis lefi hand, 1 roshed at him and seised him 
lound the waist from behind, while Al^bwand Ahmad 
^AU grasped bis neck with both bands. Mir Qhulim 
Imim'and YtUuf both came in. The Utter seised him 
by the left foot and lifted him off the ground, while Mfr 
ij^huldcn Ixaim knocked his turban over with his band, 
so that the coils loosened and slipped down and enve¬ 
loped bis eyes and neck. He iiegan to quake. His 
sword and shield fell to the ground. ^buUm Imdm 
then struck him on the forehead, and blood began to 
flow; &ocn a wound which bis ring made. A few drops 
M OB the floor cloth and one or two on Jawdbir ^Alf 
Khin's state cushion. The four of us carried off hie 
weapons and went outside the door, leaving him lying 
where he waa Meanwhile some one hundred and odd 
supporters of Al^hwand Ahmad 'Ali came up. The 
forty sepoys who bad come with Ytir ‘Ali, aud were 
standing waiting outside, concluded that he had been 
kihed inside and fled. One or two who stood'th^ 
ground, fludiog themselves surrounded by overwhelming 
niflibepe, threw down their arms and saved th^s lives 
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hj flight. I remained for nearly an bonr waiting 
T4r»'All to come out. He was inside crjing^ bare* 
beaded, with bis body entangled in his long head-gear 
uoabfe to moye, fearing that if he went oat he would 
be killed. Jawdhir ‘All Ehda, who had thought him a* 
true soldier, found him out that day that he was a 
coward, and all that he said •was empty brag» He told 
the servant in attendance to lift him and turn him out 
of the house. Yiv Alt, however, would not rise; 
The servant dragged him, but be would not sit up. 
Jawdbir All £bdu said to him: ^‘You used} to boast 
'' and say that blood would some day be spilt before 
my state oushion. You were right, for blood has fallen 
from your forehead.'^ This occurrence was spread 
over three hours from sunrise. When Jawdhir ^Ali 
^hdn saw that the scene was being prolonged, be sent 
for Al^hwand Ahmad All, gave him a seat and began 
business. The rest of us west away, When Yiv Alt 
found the road outside the door was clear, be rose 
quickly and went home. From that day he subsided 
into insignificance, and became contemned by bis mas* 
ter and by old and young. He tried much to regain 
his poeition, but his eflbrts were vain: and he was soon 
after excluded from the darbdr. So ended Ydr ‘All. 

It must be mentioned that there were gathered^ 
LMTDdd m«n tad rouod Jawdliir 'AU Khdn men of* 
learning and art, such as were not 
pfctxcsftg*. to be found near Nawdb Asafu’d<» 

daulah, because the latter had no regard for such people* 
Among these was Munshi Lacbhmi NArdyan, a Hiodd 
of tbe Ebatrl caste, a resident of Ldbaur, who is so 
celebrated that little heed be said of him here. He was * 
a man of culture and great natural ability. Arabic 
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wGffkSf thd contents of wbicb are oxtromely difi^cult 
to UDdorstand, ho could expound without tlie aid of 
a teacher, by the light of bia owo geniua, so that^pro- 
feasors admitted the accuracy of bis interpretations. 
'He used to read with pupils the Sljarah Wiqiya, the 
Hiddya, and commentaries on the Qur^n. He wrote 
Persian with a degree of elegance and froedooi so great 
that he was unequalled in hia day, and^ every Peraian 
scholar held him perfect. His language was so polished 
and clear that it fell like the water of life on the ears 
of those who listened, and ignorant people who had no 
koowledge of what ho was saying have often been seen 
drinking in his words with delight. He boa written 
splendid ^afUie, ghasah^ and magnavis* hut they are 
difficult to procure. 1 have made a collection of his 
pvoso writings and written a preface to them. Lovers 
of Persian have eagerly made copies and derived pro6t 
and pleasure. 

Another of these learned men woe Maulavl Muham* 
mad Munfr, whose power of memory was ao great that 
be knew by heart all the standard works in Arahio on 
the fourteen hranohes of learniog, from Mizinu'^^arf Co 
B^ziwi and Mu sal Urn, and the Persian Diwdos and prose 
works, old and new. Arabic and Persian scholars of hie 
day came time after time to test him, and whatever they 
asked him he answered them at once without JiesiCatioa, 
and he recited some lines of the book referred to, 
and he delivered many ezplanatiooa and expositions of 
each passage or couplet without looking at the book. 

A third was Muhammad Khalil, the cslig^apher, 
who used to write eighteen dlfierent kinds of hand- 
' writing. God had given him such command of his 
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fingers that, ‘wbeu lie tbe band writing of caligrapliers 

past and present, sucb as Mir *Ali, Mir HaddM, 
and^dqiit Raqam Khdn, be used to oopy it so perfectly 
tbat Experts could not tell tbe original from tbe copy. 
His pupils after a brief period of application bscanse 
tbe first artists of the day« * 

Tbe fourth I shall motion is Mirss Mubamumd 
<AIi, seal-engraver, who enjoyed in bis day unrirailed 
celebrity at Lticknow. 

When ^e Faisdbdd establish meats were broken up, 
Nawdb Asafu’ddaulab with grest entreaties induced all 
these men to attach themselres to him. When the 
diverted stream returned Co its course, Jawiblr ‘Ali 
Khdn by dint of many devises and contrivances suor 
eeeded in briUgiog back She^b Muhammad KbaifI and 
Munshi Lachhmi NArdyan. 

In the year 1201 A.H. [1786^8? A.D.] Nawdb Sildr 
nn. H V B fell ill and be was at. tbe 

fOM to Laokcev point of death. The Bshu Be- 

e*“ *<» 

brother, and, when she heard of 
bis illness, was so distressed that she hastened to Luck¬ 
now. She remained there for a month and a half, and 
went daily from Machhf Bbawan, which was her resi¬ 
dence, to bis house to see hicn» As his ailment was 
chronic and bis illness protracted, she was compelled 
to return at length to Faisdbdd in tears without hope 
of his recovery, but she promised Asafu’ddaulab that 
she would come to Lucknow once a year. Soon aftoc 
this Nawib SiUr Jang died in that year. After a 
year Lad passed tbe Babu Begam went, at the Nawib's 
invitation, to Lucknow at the time when the Hindis 
celebrate their HoU. The Nawdb used to associate 
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freely Tvith find bad a great fapcy for such 

dii^laye* He used at this festival to give a public 
eutertaisroeot and spend large sums of money< 'She 
retnained a month there to please her son and 4hea 
returned to Falsibdd. 

It w&s also Asafu’ddaalah'e practice every year 
««fo’ddwUh »ad after the close of the rainy season 
hU mother visit Bitdl, ^ Jjj|l resort of Bitdl, 

and some months were spent in this excuraion. In 1205 
AH. [2790-91 AD.] became to Faizdbdd and begged 
the Bahu Begam to accompany him. He said that 
since his father’s death the only journey she bad ever 
undertaken was that of four stages into LucknoWf and, 
if she would now join him, it would both cheer her 
and gratify him. She was with great difficulty per* 
suaded to undertake the journey, went and gated upon 
the wonders of the hills, and returned to Faizibdd 
after two months and a half. The reason of her going 
to see the wonders of that place was this. Shuji'u’d* 
daulah, the late Wasft of the Empire, bad once proposed 
to go to the foot of the hills. The people of the hills, 
knowing that be was an intrepid soldier and had aa 
army and artillery, and fearing that he might become 
aci^uainted with the mountain paths and annex their 
country, became greatly alarmed, and they opened an 
embankment which condaed the water in a certain 
place and let it Bow, so that his tents could not be 
pitched. He turned back quickly. The mountaineers, 
however, knew that Asafu’ddauiah did not trouble him- 
^If about his own dominions, that he had readily giveu 
qp Ban^ras, a rich province, aud this was a gau^e of 
bis gc^ed fo? territory, so they freely allowed Mta 
sjBcendqd tbe mountain with th£ Bahu. 
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Beg^m ftod his officers and built a house there, to 
which be went every year, - ^ 

The Gulib Bdri is a gai'deu laid out by Nawib 
Bailing of Sboji*. Jang Abu'lmansAr Khdn, io 

u*ddAuJ»b'i tottb. which lb ere was an abundance of» 
roses. Its length lay from north to south, and the 
gate is OD the north side,* When the I^aw&b died at 
P^pargh^t in 1167 A, H, [1763 A. D.}, the Naw&b 
Begam interred hie corpse in the middle of that garden 
and remained fur some days in mourning at the head 
of hia grave. When she disinterred bis remains and 
sent them to Sb^bjab^n^bdd she built a dome and 
numerous buildings in the garden, She left the shell 
of bis t"mb btandiog. When Shujd^a’ddauJah died, it 
was resolved to lay him for a while near the same 
spot and then commit him to earth beside his father’s 
grave in Siiihjnh&nibdd. Nawib Mirza 'Ali Ehdn bad 
agreed with the earth for any time between one find 
ten years.* The Bahu Begem, through Ja?vAhir 'All 
Ebdn, paid for readers of the Qurdn, for the Fdtibft 
ceremonies, and for carpets and illumination. This went 
on for seven years, lu 1206 A.H, [1791 A.D.J, when 
the eunuchs were imprisoned and the jigirs confiscated, 
the Baba Begam was obliged to confess herself unable 
to meet the expenses of the P&tiba and maintenance 
of the tomb. The Nawib Begam then undertook these 
expenses. Matbd* ‘Ali Kbdo, her eunuch, who bad of 
old had a great friendship with Hasan Rszi Ebin, 
Minister of the Sdbah, wrote a letter on this subject 

* eiuflftliains b*li9ve ib»t it & oorp«d be oonmitiMl to eo.rtb 
wHb intoaiioD of diointfirhog it iu»l taking: it to airoCba; plaoo. tbe 
term baiog 3tat«d at ticno of *atenn»t to tbe efixtb wltbi/i which it 
will bo roiDored, tbe o&rtb will not fuffer tbe corpee to become"* 
.eoxTupt witbin that term. . 
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to Lim. The Kb^o, who ha.d been a constant attendant 
acl^ companion of Shuji^u’ddaulab’a night and daj, bad 
a sincere love for him, and when the Nawdb died, ho 
put off his ordinary clothing and seated himself at his 
^rave. Asafu'ddaulfth removed him by force from the 
grave. As the Khdn was a resolute man, he continued to 
wear the garments of a darv^sh under his other ciotbee. 
To resume, tbe result, was tbac Haaan Eaad Ehdn 
in A.H. [1789 A.D.] induced AsTtfu^ddaulaU to 
spend money on tbe tomb. On the first occasion he 
obtained seven thousand gold pieces from the treasury 
and seat thorn to Matbd^ ^Ali Ehdn, who banded them 
over to Hemrdj Brahman, a very prudent and intellU 
gent man, and ordered him to build a tomb• Hemrij 
employed his younger sou, Bbaw&ui Parslidd, to su* 
periDtend tbe work. The Ouldb Bdri was tbeo very 
tfma]]. There were many houses in front of It and 
behind it belonging to residents of Faitdbdd. Homrdj 
bought up their houses and built tbe present lofty dome 
and a number of large edifices. After this Hasan Baci 
Ebin obtained various sums from time to time from 
^Taw^b Asafu^ddaulah and sent them to Fusibid, until 
eventually a total of seven laks of rupees was reached. 
A filer two years bad elapsed some jealous person made 
a complaint tb flasan Bazd ELdn against Hemidj'sson 
to the effect that he was embezzling a great deal of 
tbe money, so he sent Mirza Hasan ^Ali, a slave of bis 
own, to check the expenditure. This is not tbe Hasan 
^Ali who commanded a re^uent. To sum up, in three 
years and some months all these buildings were com> 
plated. After tbe Begam's death the care of them was 
.entrusted to Hasan Rati Kbdn. He sent a learned 
man named Mir Kallu, a friend of his, to act as ’a 
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caretaker. Ha added to the atyle and ornainent of the 
plac$. The drummere, the gocg, and tbe guard #of 
regulars are additions of bU. After Hasan Razd Klida's 
death several curators successively held charge. Three 
thousand rupees were allotted anoually by Xsafu’ddau* 
lah for the ‘urs* of Sliujd^u’ddaulali and tlie Nawi^b 
Bogara. Their descendant^, who succeeded Asnfu’d- 
daulah, decreased the grant from year to year. Let us 
eee bow much I^ss they will give this year than last year. 
As Naw&b Snrfnrdzu’ddaukb Hasan Raa^ Khdu was 
extremely attached to Faizdbdd^ he was easily induced 
by Msthd* *Ali ^hdn to build a mosque whilo the 
mausoleum was under construction. He bought up 
Sharif Beg Mughal’s house between tbe southern gate 
of the Fort and the Tirpauliya, and threw it down and 
built the mosque in that place. As Ydnus 'Ali Kbin 
Eunuch’s Sardi was three miles from the Fort and 
Cbauk, travellers experienced inconvenience, and so 
Hasan Eazd Kbdu built a spaoious sarii near the 
mosque. All these buildings he constructed through the 
agency of Ldia Bemrij Brahman, who was originally 
private aocountant to Mubarram ^Aii Khdn, tbe Naw^b 
Begam'a agent, and became by degrees through bis 
good services tbe factotum of the estAblisbments of all 
tbe eunuchs as well as of tbe Nawdb Q^gam. 1 shall 
now give a brief notice of Qemrij, who was a com* 
pound of sagacity and forethought. 

Ydqdt KL&n, a eunuch nud Ndzir to Nawib ^fdar 
B.*io.ing .nd «>d '^"“8^’ Abu’lmeuisiir Etin, lired in 
Qt U|^ Hemrii, Mu- great State and splendour, and up 

JSimWDt “ *“ generation of 

bis successors, his seal is sti^l 

* CelebrstiODS in neiaory of tho dead. 
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affixed to all treasure chests aod bags. A Brahman 
of^he SulUlnpor district entered his service and became 
a Musalmda and was named GhuUm Husen Ehdn Nim- 
cha. He generally wore a small sword. He became 
tfSO skilful a horseman that in all India there was not 
bis equal. Malik Patera, Muhammad Shdb’s famous 
jockey, was nothing to biiU. Many stories are told 
of bis feats of horsemanship. I shall mention only one 
flimple trick of which 1 have beard from my grand¬ 
father. While his horse was galloping be could slip 
from bis saddle on one aide, clamber round under the 
horse's belly and seat binaself on the saddle from 
the other side. When he wished be could stand up 
in his saddle. He used often to rids standing on the 
backs of two horses and gallop them as fbst as they 
oould go. This is well known in these parts. After 
bis lieatb, Hemr^> one of bis paternal uncle’s sons^ 
succeeded him ns Ydqdt Ehdti's minister and worked 
as aocouofant. When Y^dt Ebdn died, Ilemrij enter¬ 
ed the service of Muharram ^Ali Kbdn, who was a 
novice of Yiqdt ^^bin’s, and eventually supplanted his 
master and became general agents possessing control 
of all departments, and reduced the old head of the 
Begam’s household to a cypher. Although he could 
neither read nor write Persian, yet strangers could not 
tell from his conversation whether he was illiterate or 
literate. He was a pleasant and ready man, and talkect 
so agreeably that bis hearers were charmed and would 
have been glad to have him repeat his words. They 
UHed to say that Sarsuti was with him. This is tho 
tame of some female among the fairies or jinfi, sUt^ " 
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M Debt or Bb&wdai.* Any votary vbo worsbipe her 
faithfully baa bar io hia power, and be coed ea a mas^r 
of r^artea and eloquent laogaa^. No word can ever 
escape hia lips wbicb would cause bim shame or dis* 
cc)m6cui:e» and be can give a proper answer to every 
question, though the qneatiouer be an emperor aod the* 
auawerer be a beggar. I bad the fortune to be io hia 
society for aome moo tbs. fiis connaels aud his plans 
as a man of Ch% world were very sotiod and reliable and 
but seldom failed. The following is an illmatration 
his clever management. After Shuji^u'ddaulab^s death, ' 
Muharram ‘AH ^bin’s ostensible income fell odf and 
be bad a great many servants. His income did not 
suffice for more than half their pay. Hepur^j was 
therefore compelled to resort to subterfuges and put 
them offi For iostance, if he bad promised to pay 
any one on a particular day, the uufortuDate man did 
not get his pay until six monibs after. If any pne 
asked the recipient how long it was since he had been 
paid, he bad to ssy it was six months. Yet, when 
Hemrlij*s name was mentianed, he praised him and 
gave bim credit, and added: “It is no fault of his. 

'* He is not to blame. Such and such a cause prevented 
“ bim paying me.** I have often remarked it, and I 
rmember well bow he promised some great mao to 
provide a place for his son in the service of the I^awib 
Begam, and the man has run after him for six months 
and spent six thousand rupees io pushing his claim, 
and in the end has gained nothing, and yet has been 
perfectly pleased and satisfied with Hemr^. There 


* Cor SBthor ia u «fror. Samitj, Sarnw Stmvsti, is the 
wife of Brehma, the goddMS ot lesrniog and fioa erts. She is like • 
the Mi&arr* of the Giaaks. 
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are ipanj ateriea told of him. I eliAU teH two to please 
readers Aod illostrate mj meaning. 

When the marriage of Mftza Muhammad Na^uVitli 
the ^oung Begam» the daughter of Bfbi ^Asbtira<a, the 
Nawdb Begam^s adopted child, waa proceeding, the 
two Begnms and their retinae and servants were in a 
large gatheriog with Asafu^Jdaulab in ibe Moti Bdgli 
and were witnessing a performance of dancing and 
singing, and it was past midnight and nW sbopltoepers 
had shut np their shops and retired to bed. I was 
sitdng with Lila Uemrdj and two or three other friends 
la Paniya, the Begam’s waiting maid's, Terandah, and 
we were johiog together. Suddenly we heard the 
approach of the bridegroom aononaced in the seraglio, 
and all the Begems, of superior and inferior rank (by 
the latter I mean Bani Kfa&natn SAhiba, Atnina Be gam. 
Band! Begem, and Miraa Ydsurs daughter, the bride¬ 
groom’s grandinotber and others,) were collected togeth¬ 
er, and they were all tying oroamenu and jewels, as each 
could afford, on Mirsa Mnhainnsad Ne^trls head, arms, 
and wrists. The Babu Begam, who was wealthiest of 
them all, celled fur a gold torban ornament set with pre¬ 
cious stones of immense value, wbicb she bad ordered 
and kept ready for this occasion, and ahe wished that 
the bridegroom should first of all Ue tbe turban orna¬ 
ment given by her on liU bead. When tbe custodian 
other jewels, who was a woman, brought ity there was 
DO string attached to it. There was do time then to 
get a gold cord and other appendages, for the bride* 
groom bad entered tbe courQ^ard of tbe bouse, and so 
the Begam sent Ddrdb ’All EhAo to Hemrdj to find 
a piece of thread. I was on familiar terms with Hern¬ 
ia and said to him: '‘Good bye now to yoor fm- 
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“tbouglit mid resource. What will you say?” He 
laughed and drew three cords such as the Beg^m 
wa&ted IroQi bis turban and banded them OTCr and 
said Take which you like/^ We were aslonisbed. 
The Begam) too, was aetouished and commended him. 

The other story is this. Sbekb ZaintVI'dbdfo, a* 
friend of mine from my native place, who waa an 
intelligent end discreet young man and very laborious, 
bad great induence with Rdja Tikait Edi, a Miaister of 
the Sdbab, and other nobles under Naw&b Asafa’ddau- 
lah. He was especially familiar with the officials of 
the revenue department and he used to haunt the 
offices night and day. He was a medium through 
whom people effected many of their objects, and he 
was a skilful hand in procuring rent-free holdings, and 
dally stipends, and grants of villages. He was famed 
for this in Lucknow. Many a difficult knot his fingers 
opened. Suddenly a husmess of his ofvn arose ^ith 
Nawhb Sarfardsu’ddaulab Hasan Raz^ ^bdu, but he 
could not effect his object owing to the hatred enter¬ 
tained for him by Makbd Kb tin, the former bead of 
police in Lucknow city, whose tricks and roguery 
are notorious, and who was then Hasan Razi Khiln's 
general agent end factotum. When the Begamg came 
to Lucknow, and the proclamation of their supremacy 
over all the nobles of Lucknow was issued, the orders 
of Ma^bd‘ ‘AU Kbin, the Nawdb Begam’s eunuch, who 
was a very close friend of Hasan BasX Ebio's, were 
as good as a divine revelation. L4U Hemrij was their 
gO'between for the transaction of business. Sbekh 
Zainifl^kbdin asked me to introduce him* to Hemrij. 
As there waa no ceremony between us, I took him 
with me. The moment the two of us entered and bis 
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eyes fe?l on tlie Shekb, he jamped up and showed 
himself most polite and attentive, made a low bow as 
if to a king, grasped the Shekh’s arms and seated‘him 
on bis official seat, and stood before him with fblded 
hands in cbe most respectful attitude where the shoes 
"were lying put off below, silent and trembling. I 
quietly>9bieper6d in bis ear; What's the meaDing of 
*‘all this mockery?'' He replied: *‘'My senses are 
** gone just now. 1 am not myself in^his presence. 
For God's sake take bim away, and do not bring him 
agam." I sud: ‘*Wh&t bas entered your bead? 
Who do you think he is and why has be come?" He 
replied: '* I can do nothing." “ Well," etid I, “ you 
must at any rate say soroetbing/' I gather from 
the man’s face," said he, ‘Ubat if he liked he oouM 
rand a piece of earth and add it on to heaven, and 
** vtfid, if he pleased: and there is no difficult 
“ affair on earth to settle which be cannot contrive to 
‘'arrange, but he is in some desperate strait which is 
‘‘ too much for him with all bis ability ; he has heard 
the proclamation regarding the Regams' powers, 
and has found out the friendship which exists between 
‘*'yott and me, and be has pressed for an introductioik 
“ All 1 have to say is that I, a helpless old man, cannot 
hope to accomplish what he is unable to do." I said : 
He bas no object in view. He merely wanted to 
"meet you" " You’r© wrong," he said. “I shall 
eeteem. it a great favour if you will take him away 
" until 1 collect my senses and then let him tell me his 
" object." What Zainn’l'dhdin bad in view was ibis, 
ms grandfather in the days of the great ‘Alkmgfr 
hadi bought the proprietary right in a village and oh« 
tfltfidd pn^s^ion, It was confiscated in the cima of 
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■8bTij(i‘u’<idaii)ab ard paaaed oat of bis ancestors’ bands. 
Hasan Razi Kbia wished to purchase Cbe wbi^e 

he w2s Minister of the Sdhab. The descendants of the 
old proprietors came forward, deacribed themselvee as 
the tbeo proprietors of the place, and proceeded to 
eell. Sbekb Zainu’l‘ibd(n heard of this, appeared with 
the deed of sale which bad been drawn in bis grand* 
fnther’e name, and manageif to extract three hundred 
rupees from Hasan Rati Khdn’s agents. He wanted 
four hundred rupees besides from Hasan Ratd Khdn 
bimeelf, whose local ageuts bad entered upon possession 
of the rlUage without due formalitj. They had neither 
oVitained the original deed of sale from tbe Sbe^b nor 
acquired a new title*desd. When tbe old agents were 
tlisplaced and Makbd Elidn was appointed in tbeir 
place, cbe Sbe^b asked him for half tbe money. He 
refused to pay it. Tbe Sbe^b wanted Hemrdj Co obtain 
Hatbd^ ^Ali Efadn's permission to introduce him directly 
to Haseo Rszd Ebdn and igaote Makbd Kbdn, so that 
he might obtain the sum without giving up the old 
deed or writing a new one. 

In short, Heoir4j was in the affairs of Hfe liberal, 
generous, trustworthy, geninl and agreeable, and la all 
concerns of bis employers true to them. He built 
In bis day many Hindd temples, and, having raised 
'loffy residence for bimself, be died In the very height 
of bis wealth and power. 

Akbwaud Ahmad *AIi, resident of Easmaudi, a 7ii* 
AWiwtad AhiMd MaJlb4b4d pargana, was 

appointed in 1176 A.H. [1762 A-D.] 
tutor to tbe eunucbs, Jawihir ^Ali Ebio, ‘Ambar *Alt 
E^bin, £atifat *AU Ebdn, Ydsuf'All Ehdn, and Muham¬ 
mad Wajih, and continaed to bold that appointment 
until. Nusrat ‘All Ebdn, Hdrir, died in llb2 A.H. 
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[1768 A.DJ and Javr^bir 'All i^in sacceedad td tbv 
fiaadrat. AU these enoncba obiaiaed po^ of impor¬ 
tance. Akbwand Ahmad All then became an ^gent 
in the varioQS offices of bU fonner pupils, and bemagly 
performed the duties of all. He vras an upright man 
of good address. He couldosot find any one as trust¬ 
worthy as be was himself, and so he allowed no one 
to share his responsibilities; bathe was on the look- 
out for n reliable mao. He was rerj enccesefal. His 
employers, bis anbordinatos, bie friends, the people of 
the city and villages, were all pleased with him. He 
11 red in Faiadbdd in the enjoyment of a good name, 
and not a complaint was ever heard about him from 
any one's lipa Every one was eon tea ted and happy. 
He was very generoas and open-handed. There is no 
room hers to tell all bis good qn all ties, but a few wiH 
be mentioned. Tbe Bahu Begam baa been known to 
oeder from the bdzir goods worth two or three thou¬ 
sand rupees, and then, Damiog a sum, tell bior to settle 
the account for so much, bnt the owners of the goods 
were not satisfied with tbs price named by tbe Begam. 
He used to pay tbe ebopkeepera in suoh esses wfaat- 
ever they wanted, bearing the loss himself. When be 
went to Lacknow, Jawibir *Ali Ehin used to give him 
orders to purchase horses and shawls. These he always 
brought and never asked for their price. When he 
went to the house of a special fiiend on the occasion 
of a wedding or a foneral, be paid the expenses of all 
tbe ceremonies lumself. To all nnder'servants of every 
degree he used to pay an extra allowance from his 
own pocket, bearing a fixed proportion according to their 
Aegree to tbe monthly pay they drew from their em¬ 
ployers Once some sweeper or other dishonest servant 
fir 
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stole the ailrev chftms of the prickers of the m9tchl<Xcka 
ofJaw6hir‘AU Khdn'a bodyguard, and tbe order wj^ 
giren* that alk tbe servants shoold he fined a mouth's 
pay. vAkhwaud Ahmad *Ali remonstrated against pun¬ 
ishing all for the fault of one, and said he would make 
good the cltains. He wa^told that the order was meant * 
to operate as a warning for the iuture. When pay day 
came rounds he said nothing to his master, but paid 
the whole of the moQi The rascal had found the theft 
sweet, BO he repeated it Jawihlr 'Ali Kbin then 
ordered that all the men should refund one month's 
wages to him, and he called in three thousand rupees 
in this way and banded them over to the keeper of 
Ins private purse. A^hwand Ahmad 'Ali now made 
gold chains and put them on the muskets and paid 
the servants from Ills own purse. When we had such 
a master and such an adviser, we passed our days in 
wonderful happiness and freedom from care. Ten ^or 
twelve thousand men there were in tbe time of the 
Bahu Began so happy that they held tbe stories of tbe 
golden days of Nausbirwda and Sh^hjabia to be hut 
myths.* Tbe lot of all tbe tenants of the jigfrs and 
tiie population of the city and the sepoys and of tbe 
members of the ofilclal circle was alike smooth ami 
happy. Of a ruler such as this it may be well sai'dj—• 

tad »\ibj«ot pr*iee tlik» iby sway, 

Tli$4 for thy juitioc loTM thee, that hU pay. 

But, 

Though gather In a olrcle 

And we ehut the doer on care, 

^ There ie one Till oome to part ue 

And wiJl find an entranoe there* 

* Lit, * looked on the time of ^anshirw&a and Shihjah&o as « 
a oaJendor out of date,” 
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Aod no it was. In tbe begiooiog of 1206 

A>.H. [1792 A.D ] Akhwaod Abmad *Ali foil ill A 
4»verd foyer laid bold ofhiin aad be suffered two 
moo tbs and some dajs. The moet able phjlidana 
and rigbteona mendieanta of tbe utmost sanctltj, and 
sorcerers, charmers, aod astrologers, dosed him and 
prayed for him and adopted all means that man posses* 
ses, whether the teaching of science or the outcome 
of experience, aod alms were given td the poor, and 
pious and good works were done for bis recovery, but 
water seemed only like oil to feed the irre. When his 
appointed time came, bis spirit 6od from its earthly cage 
at tbe hour of prayer on tbe morning of the dtb 
Sba'bio. 

Tbe darbdr was now witbont any so efBcisnt an 
official, aod tbe arraDgements which had lasted un¬ 
broken for twenty*«>gbt years were now interruptod. 
Although he had left adult children by a mistress, 
JawAbir 'Ali Ebio addressed me and said: You have 
always beeo a co-operator with A^hwand Ahmad ‘All 
“ Id the revenue aaseasment of tbe mahils, aod have 
‘‘ been employed to realize tbe revenue from tbe col- 
** Uctora You are acguainled with this work, and I 
^ appoint yon on probation to succeed him. Do your 
" best now to collect tbe same amount that A^bwand 
“ Ahmad ‘Ali handed to me every year. I shall then 
“ appoint you permanently to the office of agent/' 
As Fazl ‘Ali, tbe deceased’s sister’s son, had been 
Instructed in alt tbe ways of the department by me, 
and be bad received solemn promises ^ono me, snd this 
splendid appointment was not destined for me, so now, 
^though Sidi Sikandar ‘Ali as a friend pressed me not 
to let this opening slip and urged me to accept the 
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appointment and become the bead of this Tist eBUb? 
lisbt^ent, I declined tbe offer, and I advised Jawdifi^r 
*A)i Ehdn to appoint FazI *Ali to succeed Al^bwand 
Abmad ^Ali. He did not approve of tbe suggestion. 

I did my utmost for three days to move bim and at » 
tast carried tbe point. Tbe first thing the shortsighted^ 
ungrateful, and venomous creature did was to set about 
ousting me« There are some circumstances nndet 
which a xnan^s ^aracter is sure to be found out: firsts 
when he is traveliiug with others ; second, when he ia 
living in the same house with others^ third, in money* 
lending or partnership in business and the lihc; fourth, 
a rise in the world. 1 had had experience of Fazl ‘Ali 
in the first three, bat I had bad no experience of blca 
in the fourth case. He had from his childhood ap¬ 
proached me with obsequiousness and flattery. Man, 
being weak and imperfect, cannot tell the true charac¬ 
ter of his feilow-men. God alone who made men 
knows their good and their bad qualities. When Fazl 
^Ali had made himself sure of bis appointment, ha ^ 
resolved that he would remove every official who had 
served under Akhwand Ahmad *Ali. He succeeded 
in getUng rid of them all within less than a year, and 
he disgusted all the frieuds of bis master, who had 
been accustomed to the good manners, habits, and 
qualities of Akhwand Ahmad ^Ali. He managed to 
inaintain himself with great difficulty in a course of 
disgrace and misdoing for four and a*half years, but 
was at (ast overthrown by his own misbehaviour which 
hunted«him like an enemy.' He was imprisoned and 
ruined. He was discarded like a hair plucked out of 
the dough, and banished.* He lived for twenty years * 
after,, bat never aaw Falzdb^d- again. He died still 
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cherishing the hope of return, but carried the regret of 
disappointed hope to his grave. • 

Jawdhir ‘Ali ^in sought for an able mao, bftt vas 
uoable to secure one. Gaoj *Ali ^hdo, a momber of 
'A.11 Mardin Kbdn's family, who had after a long career 
in th^Begam's serrice coi^mitted an embezzlement and 
been sent to prison, was released vitbout reason after 
A^hwand Ahmad * All’s death. He whs appointed to 
tnanage the jdgirs. Although be waa a polished and 
liberal man, he was a peculator: and an not more than 
two years had passed before he was inaprisoned for 
life for embezzling his employer’s foada. He died soon 
after. 

^dru’nnisi Begam was the eldest daughter of Nawdb 

BMtb tU Ns* Burhiou’lmulk Sa‘ddat Shdn, and 

vib iU Ks- conspicuous among good women of 

vSh B«|ao. -v*^. j 

the past and present for her piety, 

reverence and scrupulous care in matters of religion, and 

surpassed the ladies of her age in modesty, chastity, liber* 

ality and sense of justice. With all these qualides she 

was endowed with a degreo of courage wholly unusnal 

among women, that put many brave men of her day 

to shAine. AAer Nddir Sbdh’s inraalou and Nawdb 

Burbdtm'Imulk’s death, the empire began to totter, 

and tbe sleeping elements of strife woke to action. 

Bvery ragged villager fancied himself somebody, Shekbs 

Nu^ratullah and Farbetollah, landholders of Amethi 

Bandagi, which is fourteen miles from Lucknow, raised 

their heads and gathered a hundred thousand villagers 

Xound them, They were joined by the whole of Hasan* 

« pur, Tlloi, Garb Ametbi, and tbe newly-converted 

Afghdos qf Jagdispur, which is known as Bdrab 
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Baoandah,* and they took the field together. Naw^b 
Safdar Jang, Abn’lmaQgilr Kb do, although he hai^a 
force of Mughala aad artjller 7 , waa afraid to &ee them 
and tiesUated for a time to pitch bia camp outside 
Lucknow. His delay was not due to cowardice, but 
he felt that they were not his equals, and if by any * 
chance he eufiered a defeat, he would' never he able 
to raise bis head. Owing to his forbearance and in¬ 
activity the cdnteraptible rustics grew bolder every 
day. The Nawib Begam encouraged the Nawih, or¬ 
dered the camp to he moved outside the city, and dis¬ 
posed of the rabble iu a twinkling. 

On another occasion when, os Waz(r of the Bmpiie, 
fafdar Jang met the Bangash Afghans of Farrukhdbtld, 
the fates were against him and he returnod to Shdbja- 
L^nib^d, leaving hU tnsk uncompleted. The nobles 
of the empire avoided him and the Emperor ceased to 
regard him with favour. In this case too he acted on 
the good advice of the Begam, called in the aid of the 
Marbata troops, and punished the Afgbdus soundly. 
He recovered his lost ground. When any difficulty 
arose, it was always settled with ease by this good 
Udy's excellent counsel. 

She bought the land within the fort of Faizibid 
from the local landholders and proprietors, so that her 
daily prayers should be acceptablef to God. Naw/ib 


* Th* &Qthor gi7«B the folWiriag note: ‘‘Birab Bftiuudah Is 
a Hindi Ura^ bdrah being twelve end h<m * jangle, i e., there are 
twelve ^jneglM in tble aeigbbourhood, whiob aflbrd sbelUr and a 
measure of lubGlsteiice to tbe villager*." 

t The diuly private prayers of a Unbammadan are five., and if 
they be eald on land oppreeeirely taken from another, Iboy are not » 
eooeptable in the eyes of Ood. 
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Sbuji'n’ddftulftb, her son, paid ber the . most profound 
rerpect, and if Ood forgate him hU sins, it iviil have 
been for this. He wm building for her s fine house 
on the hanks of tberiver^ with quarters for her serWntei 
and pending iU compledoD ebe was living in the Moti 
B^gh, which is in the heart of the citj^ but be died 
before'‘it was quite finished. She turned from the 
world and its cooceras and remained where she wm. 
She took Dankoshf which is known as'' Bah^f in the 
south, and ^AUganj near Lucknow, and some smoU 
tila‘s, such as Bogamganj near Faitibid and Raiganj 
in Awadb, and sila‘ Bhati.i near Salon, for the mainten* 
aoce of her household, and satisfied herself with that 
allotment. She devoted the rest o( her life to prayer 
and pensnces. Her eunuchs were Muharrtm ‘AH Kbdo, 
Kiair, lltifiit 'All Ehin, Jdwed 'Ali Kb4o, Mathd‘ ‘All 
^bdn, Mi4o Babrafayib, SuV^nfabm, Mi4n Sbafaqqat, 
Miin D4 d 4, Bakhtdwar, and Tee Uosb, also call'^d 
Firdsat Mahli; and there were also some others who 
used to come to see ber. All of these bad friends, 
com pan ions and servants. They formed a little court 
that added lustre to the city. There were fire hundred 
sepoys to guard ber residence and offices: sod able 
physicians and many nobles of the Delhi court, who 
were in reduced circumstancee, obUlned employment 
in her service. She followed Che style and fashion of 
the days of ‘Adamglr and Bahddur Shdb. When she 
went out she was escorted by macebcarera decently. 
dressed, and clepbanCs with flags and drums, all mov« 
log in good order and slowly, not like the nobles of 
these days, who burry along so unnecessarily, so fast 
^hafi their footmen are bathed in perspiration after a 
few paces and sometimes el ip and fall. Yet they groatiy 
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tills unbecoming style. All ber di^liDgs with 
her teDaeCiy end shopkeepers were hair end boaour^bl^* 
There was do oppression or compolaioQ. Her servants 
eojf^ed a sense of ease and aeeurity. 

I must here tell a story which I heard from a reli* 
able source. When the Begain was six months gone 
with cbiiJ, Shujd'ii’ddaiili^ that was, she skw in a 
dream a person writing with a pen on a tablet of wood.. 
She asked with he was and what he vrae writing. He 
said: You ft are in your womb a boy. I am looking 
** into bis destiny, to see what will happen to him in 
** bis lifetime.'* The Begam asked bioi how long will 
he lire, “Forty years,” was the reply. “That’s very 
little,” said the Begam: “ add something.” The writer 
added two. She spoke again and said: “ Forty‘two is 
about the same as forty.” And he answered: “To 
please you I add two more.” The Bogam then began 
to entreat bim, but be vanished, and she awoke, 
Though this was only a dream, ;et, owing to the weak* 
Dess of humanity, it created a strong impression on her 
heart. When Sbujd'u’ddaulab’s age had passed forty, 
and be was encamped in Rdmgbdt for the asststaace 
of the Rnhelas, the Begam made preparation for a 
pilgrimage to the House of God (Mecca), and intended 
to go and take up her permanent residence in the holy 
place, that she might not see the evil day she dreaded. 
She asked the Nawdb’s permission to leave. He wrote 
to her from Rdmgbit saying be too intended to makp 
the pilgrimage and he would join her. The intentiou_^ 
was never carried out. Next year, when the Ruhela war 
took place, the Begam started after his victory with a 
heart full of fears and apprehen^on from Lockup 
aud went to Baisauli, and returned with her son to 
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Faizdb^d. After bis de&th she never left her boase but 
twi^e, when Nswib Asafti’dd&uUh induced her to come 
to Lucknow. She lived for twelve years after )ier 
return from Lucknow, when Wazir Kbia’s mari^nge 
had taken place. She observed a fast of three months 
^very year, end she built a mosque and Im^mbira 
behiud qbe MoU Bj^b. On the 38tfa of Ziqa^d 131D 
A. H. (1798 A. D.j sbe expired while bending her body 
at Zubr prayer.* The words “ Bangla khar^b sbud 
are tbe chronogram of her death. They laid her to 
rest by Shuj&'a’ddaulaVs «de in the GuUb Bin. 

As her death was sudden, it caused great consterna¬ 
tion in Faixibid generally, and chledy among her 
dependants and serveots. First there was tbe death 
of their mistress and next tbe dread of inquiries by 
Xsafu'ddaulab. People lost tbeir senses and began to 
think of tbeir own safety. Mafbd* 'All Kbin was 
especially apprehensive, as be was tbe most influential 
of all the eunucbs. There was round him a large circle 
of frieuds, Saiyads, Mugbals, and 8he^hs of eminent 
piety, and when this blow fell upon bim be distributed 
to those fHends around him, whom be bad long knowu 
aad trusted, for safe keeping the money, tbe gold aod 
silver, tbe costly clothing, shawls, and the like, and 
tbe jewels and tbe weapons, which he had collected 
during the seventy'five years that bad elapsed since 
the rise of Burbinu'lmnlk; and he sat secure. Soon 
came Tabsin All a eunucb, from Xsafu’ddaulab 


** There on Svs boon of prajeis : F^r, vhoo li^t sppwn oa 
tbe hontoo; Zuhi, otter dood of doy at loaxiaiam heat; 'Aar, when* 
objects cut shadow dooMs ihmt Inglh; Vaghrib, afur aujusC;, 
*hoa twilight his aoded. 

f Bacgla (Faiitttdd) was rabed. 
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to take poBscssion of Begam'a estate. He imprison* 
ed^ all tlie euQucha and took MafW ‘All Kha^i to 
Lucknow. Kaw4b A'safa’ddaulnh exaroloed bim upon 
oa^ aa to tbe eatate of bis deceased graudiuotber. He 
Bnid that he bad given up all tbat there was and be 
placed hie baud on the Nawdb's head and swore tbis. 
The news of this travelled to Kaizibid and reitched tbe 
friends be bad trusted. Tbe whole of them at cnee 
proved faitbliss and forgot tbe claims of frieDdsbip and 
service of thirty years, and turned their backs upon 
him: while be feared to ask them for bis property lest 
they should resort to sbifte and raise reports which 
might reach tbe ears of the Kaw&b Wazlr aod bis Minis¬ 
ters. 8o he said nothing. Sometime after Xsafu’ddau- 
]All's death Hasan Hozd ^lidn ns a friend of Ma^bd^ ‘Ali 
Kbdn’s found fault with him for not knowing better tbe 
meu with whom he had mixed foe years. Matbd* 'All 
ipi^n said that they had then needed birui an(h they 
concurred In everything he said and chorused all bis 
aotions with “ BismillaU" and "Alhamdulillab,” and he 
bad no chance of findlog them out: that he would have 
been open to reproach if lie bad not trusted them rather 
than servants; where was be (o got angels or genii to 
do bis bidding?* 

Where thousands of labourers derived tbeir support 
directly and indirectly from an establishment such as 
this bad been, and soldiers and shopkeepers and various^ 
persons witli claims were dependent upon her bcuoty^ 
tbe death of the Begam caused a wonderful dispersion. 
Tb^ eunuchs wandered to Lucknow and some prepared 
for the journey to Mecca, while others dragged out tbe 

* Thift p&ragrtpb la a oompnssvd renderlog of two loag page! of 
utt«rl; pro&tlosa diuogue. 



or 


2B2 

remoante of their Kves in dUtreea. I saw her inald-ser- 
Tsnfts, who bad lived modestlj in the aeclnaion of the 
harero, now hiding themaeSvea in aome old baildiog with* 
ia the fort, huddled together like grain in a pitcher dr a 
sack, aubaiating on two or three rupees a month: and 
^ven this they got from the Baliu Begem. No one knows 
what hae happened to them since she died. The change 
came in the twinkling of an eye, and not a trace ia 
now Idfc of the nobles and gentry who filed to come 
night and morning to pay court at her door. “And ao/* 
aaith tbe Almighty, “ X work changes in the fortunes 
of men." • 

I now proceed to give an acoouot of Nawdb Bani 
Ebioam Sdbiba, who was one of 
the noble residents of PaiaAbid. She 
was the wife of NawAb Najmu’d* 
daulah ISjhAq Kb An and daughter ol QAsim 'All KliAn. 
Eegaiding his intimacy with the Kmperor Muhammad 
6hAb> Mir (^huldm Ali, who wrote under the 
of JCtAdj and ocher biitoriaQS of tbe present day hare 
written to the effect chat bis influence with the Emperor 
wae greater than that of the Agent^general, Nawib 
disaf Jih, and of the Grand Waafr, NawAb Qamni'ddiD 
l^hAa. As his history and tbe growth of his intimacy 
with tbe Emperor are too well known to need more 
than mention here, I torn lo narrate tbe hiatocy of bis 
wife. The Emperor out of regard for the NawAH uaed 
to call Bani KhAnam “ Bahu," a term used in Hindi of a ' 
son’s wife, and tbe NawAb received daily proo^ of the 
Emperor’s favour as long aa he lived. The robe which 
be wore on the day of bis coronatiou he presented to 

*14^ dijs ve fiAftagB moag qi«b* (Qorin^ 
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NAjmu^dHaulab^ and as long as Bani Kb^atn lived It 
remained in ber wardvobe. When she died, it .was 
eonfiseated to Nawdb i^safu’ddaukli and is now id the 
roj%l wardrobe at Lucknow, Flowers were worked 
on it on both sides alike with rabies, emeralds, and ' 
diamonds, It must hare cost more than a lak Sf 
rupees. The glitter of the jewels deazled the eyes of 
spectators. To be brief, in the time of tiie Emperor 
Ahmad Shdb^wben he had no longer the same respect 
or regard paid to him at court, be went with NawiCb 
^fdar Jang Abu'lmanidr Khdn from 8l)4hJaliiQd.b6d, 
when he went to fight the Bangush Afgb&ns, resigned 
himself to death and sought an escape from the troubles 
of life. His widow, Bani l^h^nam, ofter the ruin 
wrouglit in 8h6hjah(indbid by the successive incursions 
of Ahmad AbdAli, King of frAn, the plundering forces 
of the Marhatas, the Rubelas, and tUe Jits, left that 
city and sought safety under the shadow of Shujd^u'd* 
daulah. The Nawib Wazfr received her with the 
utmost care and attention. Besides the money and the 
vessels nud clothing and rare products of many coun¬ 
tries befitting her rank and dignity, which He sent 
her as bis guest on the day of her arrival, he allotted 
her five thousand rupees a month and assigned her 
pargana Jagdfspur from which to draw the moneys 
Almfis ‘All Kbdn, whose history is too well known to 
need narration, was one of her slaves. The Bahu 
Begam, who worshipped her as if she had been 
her mother, paid her as great respect as she did to 
the Nawdb Begam: and she resided inside the fort of 
FaisAbid in the house built by ‘Ali Beg Eb^a. She 
was so modest and cbaste that she would not 
mit even her own brother, i^ghi *AU Eh fin, to come 
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into her presencd witbont being Announced. When 
sbe,wished to see ber brother, she esrefully wound up 
even her bands and feet, so that not a bit of ber was 
visible except ber face. As sbe bad only this ^ne 
brotber and not a child of her own, sbe loved him most 
Ardently. This brother, who lived on (lis sister, so far 
forgot hknself tlut be bid good b;e to llie observance 
of fasts and his dailj prajers, and wns nlwojs in a 
state of intoxication. Me did not know»how to tie a 
turban on his head and used to wear a tiara, He 
neglected bis wife and children and cohabited with 
strange women, At last he formed an intrigue with 
it^drjaiiin, one of bis sister's slaves, the custodian of 
her jewels and treasnre, whose husband, Mubsmmad 
$alib,* was living. The story of tbU has already been 
told in connection with Jawibir *Ali Kbin. When the 
secret became known to Baoi Ebinain, abo turned him 
and t^dtjahAn out of her bouse, sod never looked on his 
face again as long as she lived. Sbe took more 
thought for ber relatives than bae ever been seen of 
heard to have been taken by good men or women in 
other days. When sbe beard that any daughter of 
either a relative or a stranger was of an ago to marry 
and her guardiaoe were not in poaseesion of funds, ebo 
undertook to bear nil the expenses and earned the great 
merit of a good deed. Sbe was a generona dispenser 
of charity. Poor people from Delhi and Lucknow 
came to her and obtained relief As she bad savings 
accumulated in the past, sbe added from them some* 
thing to ber five thousaad rupees’ fixed stipend, when 
the day for disbursement came, and gave to ber*own 

• * Tbv nsmv is here ^b. bet m tho pvviow p»igv re- 

ferT«4 ts in tbv Uit ft is Tb« pnseat mdiog leowi on error. 
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relatlona and to strangers. When she bad passed four¬ 
score jears, sbe died after a few days’ illness on tbe 

16th Shawffdl iu the year. A.H.* and left a large 

cireleof mourners. Her large establishment had given 
good custom to the shopkeepers of the city and a great 
deal ofmouey changed bauds. The prosperity of thS 
city declined after her death and that of tb.^ Naw^b 
Begam. * 

A third ^cath followed. Nawdb Zafaru’ddaulab, 
Nawdb Hfrza ‘All Kbdn*s eldest sou, who was fond of 
a large escort, both mounted and foot, and adorned hia 
person, and used to distribute alms to poor and in di¬ 
gest people, died soon after tins. Four hundred men 
had been dependent upon him. When these nobles had 
died, the only powerful person left was the Baku Begam. 
As her establishment was well managed and she sup¬ 
ported some ten thousand men, and Jawdbir ‘Ali Ehdn 
had a fancy for gathering rouud him all kinds of *0360, 
the people of the city dwelt happy and prosperous under 
the shadow of his protection, and cone of them missed 
the great patrons who had passed away. 

For a year before his death Kawib Xsafu’ddaulah 

Death of Aafu’d- despondently in 

daulah ; tbe Bxbu Be- the presence of his orderlies, who 
gam rUita Luctoov: . • .. i 

K >yn diBBati#aed wUb constantly m attendaoce upon 

'idat‘All and retoras tiiu.' For instance, when the news 

to FajaSWd; deftth ©f , u r ^ ^ ci /i 

Javihir *Ali ^bSo: of the approach of zam^u Shdb, 
Dirtb ‘All King of Xrdn and parts of TurkiS- 

succeeds bra. ® t * 

tan, spread through Hmddstdn, the 
Naw^b said : '‘All the people of this country but me 
“ will see the commotion the kiog’s iuTaslou will cause. 


Th« year is left blank io the 
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S69 SlAtB OF 

I flliftll nofc live to see it" I b&ve heerd Irom Sbekh 
Mubamcnad *A^, a dlrge*ecn^r who was for many 
;e^ra a compaoioa of Rija Jfa4o LaH, that a Brahman 
of Bao^ras, who was ia great distress and had 4wo 
unmarried daughters, was begging from a)l wealthy 
^indds and Masai mins, bankers and traders in the city, 
^ot ona»of them had any pity for him. He despaired 
of help and took (o the biRs and forests. He passed 
beyond tbe Bifdl bill and wandered on in destitution. 
He came to a place covered so thickly with sliady trees 
that for several stages be coaid oot see the sky. In 
tbe middle of this black forest be saw a small building 
of baked bricks. He was astonished, walked round it, 
saw a small door, opened it with great difficulty aod 
entered. He saw a man in each corner, buried in 
meditation on God aod forgetful of all else. He sat 
down on one side. When it was evening, they raised 
tbsir^ heads and proceeded to provide food which ia tbe 
staff of life. They went through tbeir customary oper« 
atious. Wbntever they bud they brought and gave a 
fifth part to tbeir new guest. They made signs with 
tbeir baods to him and inquired who be was. He told 
his story. One of the four took a leaf of Bbojpatra* 
tbud wrote some words ou it, which were neither Hindi, 
Persian, nor Arabic, with bts own hand, banded it to 
bim and told him to take it to Lucknow and show it 
to Xsafu’dclauiab in tbe distance, when be was cut taking 
an airing; that he would at once gire him a present 
of a thousand rupees aod take tbe writing from bim. 
He added: " When you get close np to him and enter 
’^iuto conversatioD vrith bim, don't be afraid, bnl say 
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th&t tbe senders of this note tell him tbst Ills term 
ofiife in this world is come to sn end ftnd be m&st 
oome quickly.” The m^n travelled on till be came 
to Lucknow, confronted Xeafu’ddaulah when out riding 
in bis litter, showed him the note in the distance* % 
The moment the Naw4b Wnzlr saw him, he stopped . 
bis litter and called the mw. He took the letter from 
him and put it in bis pocket, and ordered Eija Jhdo 
La'l to give the man a thousand rupees at once and 
feed him well as long as he chose to remain at Lucknow. 
When the Brahman approad^ed close to the Kawab, 
be delivered the message, and the Nawdb replied: ‘‘I 
know.’' Bija Jhio La'l inquired from the Brahman at 
bis bouse and heard the whole story. He wondered what 
the secret was. He vi^ted the Nawdb Wadr, meaning 
to find out the secret, hut the Nawdb Waiarknew by 
bis lace what be intended and, before he could ask any 
t^uestlons, 6ftidi ** Take care and ask uo q^ueations about 
the Brahman. I shall say nothing” He ventured 
again to ask some question and was peremptorily 
stopped. Six months afterwards, when the Bdja and 
the Nawdb Waiir were alone together, he said to him: 
Ever since the Brahman came 1 have been perplexed 
about his secret.” The Nawdb Wazlr replied: ** They 
are my brothers and they have sent for me.” The 
one could not venture to ask any more and the other 
would deign to offer no further explanation.* Jf this 
atory be true, it is a wonder who Xsafu’ddauUb can 
really have been with all the despicable qualities which 
he showed daring the twenty-three years of his rule. 

* ft ailly 8p«Mktio& fta to vhethar there ftre aaoh « 

folk fte these four Bsoetioe and a homiJj m to our limited koovledge 
of Ood's cxofttioD. 

q 
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There js a proof that there is some truth in the story. 
Be was certain that he was going to die. Though the 
Begatp and his courtiers aud phy^cians entreated him, 
he would take no medicines and be would not regnlate 
^ diet, for he considered ererything useless. If this 
be not true, the writer will be punished.* 

In the month of Safar Ifb began to suffer with dropsy, 
aod the Bahu Begam came to Lucknow io great ^s- 
tress to see him. He was very firm and never expressed 
any fear of death or regret for life. If any of his serv¬ 
ants happened to express sympathies for his sufTerings, 
he grew angry and ordered him away. If Tafaz^nl 
Husen Kb do, the minister, or the English Beeideut at 
Lucknow, inc^uired after his health, he said that he was 
^aite well, nod he talked as loudly and freely as he did 
when he had been in perfect health. Yet it is a hard 
struggle when one is face to face with the Angel of 
Peatb.f Prophets, evdn though they know the issue 
beforehand, lose heart. 

When Plato irtpt brSAbiog heart, 

Wbj weepest them t" they said. 

"No tear/ qcotb bo. "by human eye 
" Bat for B0Q3e oaiiBe is shed." ' 

"So long tny body and my seal 
"Have bred with tingle hesrl, 

" I weep to think the day will ooae 
" When frieoda sc true muab part.” 

Nizlu Oaxjatl 

When I bethink me X must leave 
Some day this garden &ir. 

I tremble like a naked form * i 

Tonobed by the winter air. • ^ 

> .- ■ , ^ 

•ai'ibratn ala'Wri. ’ ’ 

I omit a Btoiy about Adam. ' -','1' > 

“ ■ 2(1 • • ' 
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bUme me siot the thoo^t of deettx 
Sboald cause me SuiA distress, 

* For DOW of life I reeUte 

^ The uiter pnoelcinuaftA 

Ko petriarch for sU hit days 
Bet felt hts coorage fti) : 

Cod I then hope the foe to fooS 
And not with trecno| qoaill 

Be there the meo will dare to s»j 
* I ^0 not foar to die; ** 

Fen thongfa he drew ILaaaiah'e breath, 

1 call hit words a li& 

Whtt tbongh hie hpe indeed ahonld feign 
To si eg the roundelay, 

The sigba that foon his bosom rise 
A. sbicken heart betray. 

ifiSDI EfR^TL 

Kctwitbstoddmg all bia firtauesA, when tbe Begsm 
carue to see biiti and her mAteroal tears began to 
be too burst into tears, and, M long as tbe tiro were 
together, the; did notbing bnt weep. On tbe 28th 
ItabfVlawwal 1212 A.H. [179? A.D.] bis spirit £ed to 
tbe other world. 

Praised be God, do one cad ask bim tbe wby or 
wherefore of bis actioDs. I remember when tbe Naw^b’ 
Begam died, Mnbarrsm *AIl Kbdn Ndzlr and 
*A]1 Kbdn were arrested and called upon to produce ber 
property. About that time JawAhir 'All Khdn took 
from tbe Begam to Xsafo^ddaoiab, who was at Lack now, 
tbe complimentarv robe wbich it was usnal to present 
on bisJDlrtbdsy. NawAb XsafdMdaulab said to Jawihir 
'All Eh An: "As there was no account of income and 
"expenditure kept at my grandmother’s, ber eunuchs* 
" hare got into trouble. I hear that proper accounts are 
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“not kept at my motlier's: you will get into almilaf 
^^tfirouble some day. Take care and haTe the accounts 
“ straight ftom the very beginning.” “Very well,” said 
Jawihir 'A)i Kbdn, who became rnuoU alarmed, '^ile 
^ he lived he was beset by this fear. By the will of God 
Asafu'ddaalah died before him, a year and some months 
after tfiis oonversatiou, aod^tbe Babu Begam carried off 
a great part of the Nawdb’s property, elephants, tents, 
animals,'each as blue antelope, wild buffaloes, und milch- 
cows, which she selected from hie stock, and she lived 
twenty years after her son's death. 

Watlr *Ali, Nawdb Aeafu'ddaulaVs adopted son, 
succeeded him, bat was, owing to bis evil habits, impri¬ 
soned after four toODths. The Company then sentw^^rd 
* to the fiahu Begam, asking her to state what lier wishes 
were, as they would carry them out. To this she replied 
that, although Asafu’ddaulab had taken possesNion of 
certain estates which had been her property from the 
time of ShuJA^u'ddaulab, she bad said nothiug, as he was 
ber SOD, but now she wished that they might be restored. 
Accordingly Tdadab and the Nawf^bgaoj wbfch lies on 
tbe north of the Gbdgra, and the rights of cattle-brand- 
iflg in the sdbah, and Isma'Ilganj, which is near YabiyA- 
gan; in the city of Lucknow, and the fowns of Unim 
and Wazirgaoj, were assessed at their annuel value, and 
Instead of them were assigned tn the Begam the Cbaklas 
of Haveli Awadh, Edmpur, and Naur^hi. Another point 
which the Begam pressed was that the peDsions of the 
women left by Shuj&^u'ddauiah's inferior wives and Bur- 
biou’lmnIk’s chief wife, and their family depehdeots, 
Were fixed in caeh aud were realized with the utmost 
"^fficuky, so that they were in great straits : and she 
asked for the Gondah mahdl that she might have it> 
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so that sh 0 should be able to pay these persoas moathly. 
This too was granted to her. She returned to 
<ibidf wheo these negotiations bad been completed^ 
after* an absence of one year and seven months, but 
she lefb under a teeliog of resentment against 
YaminuMdanlah Sa‘&dat ‘Ali Khin. 

The reason of her estrangement from the ^awib 
was this* When the Hegam went to Lucknow, forty 
dishea were seal to her in the morning and the same 
number in the evening, Jroni Naw&b Xsafu'ddaulah'S' 
kitchen. As the Begam used to eat but one mea) 
the day, and that was at noon, and these meals were a 
variety of deliracies, her elave-girU and handmaids- 
u^ed to eat them. Msulavi Faal ^Adm Ehdn repre¬ 
sented to the Naw&h Wazir that four hundred rnpees 
were daily spent on these dishes, that the Begam did 
not touch them and all was lost on her, while he was 
at great pains and trouble. It was then proposed 
through Jaw&hlr *Ali Ehdn that, if the Begam would 
he satished, four hundred rupees would be handed over 
daily from the Nawdb’s kitchen account, and they should 
cook what they pleased in the Begam’s kitchen, lu 
accordance with this plan, for the two months that 
AsafuMdaolab was ill and the four months that Waz^ 
*Ali was on the throne, and one month under Nawdb 
Yaminu'ddaulah, four hundred rupees were daily die- 
bnrsed. The Uanlavi sent this amonnt every morning. 
The dny that Nawib Tamfnu'dilaukh was invested by 
the Begam with the robe of office, he laid his head at 
her feel; and asked her to place bis turban on his bead 
as a blessings and he pronused to ^ow her such rever* 
ence that she would absolutely forget his half-brother * 
^aafu’ddanlah. AJter a month passed, when he 
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inspected tbe aeconnte of liie hoasebold expenditure 
and signed orders for incre&se or reduction in Tayous 
deparlments, he drew his pen through these four hun¬ 
dred rupees and allowed only two-hundred. This act 
^ greatly displeased the Begem and she said: My son 
“ is very mean. In Che first place, all this wealth 
comes from Shujd^u'ddanjah and then from Xsafu’d* 
daulab, and it is really mine. In the next place, 
I am only a guest for a few days at Lucknow. I will 
soon return to Fniz^bdd: and if ten or twenty thou- 
‘^sand rupees of SliujiVddaulah’s savings were spent 
*'on my followers, what great loss would there be?’* 
She then grew silent. Tbe case, however, stood exactly 
as she put it. Where lake were being spent, it was 
\iCterly unbecoming a prince to practice economy on the 
Bahu Begam for those few days. 

A second cause of her dissatisfaction was this. The 
Gumti rose, owtog to excessive rain, and caused a flood. 
This iuundation was so great that several steps of the 
Bnrj fil^ji were covered with water, and the baildings 
occupied by the eunuchs, and the cookhouse, whicli 
were thatched, were swept away. For this reason they 
moved into the Pachpauliya, and the lower part of it 
was used as the Begam's cookhouse and thatched 
sheds were erected there. As the powder-magaaiue 
was close by, Mir Nisdr ‘AH, the euperiotendent of the 
Begam*s cooking establishment, was asked to remove 
tliese thatches and take hie fires to a distance. The 
Begnm beard this and flew into a rage, and sent Ditih 
^AH Kb^u.to tell Jawdhir ‘Ali $hin to go at once and 
report the matter to Mr. Lumsden, how they had 
* grown so bold as to want to remove her cooks from a 
buildup built by Asafu’ddaulah. It was sunset attd 




Sd^ 

"Khia vrus engaged in prayer. 1 was ordered to 
make this report to the Resident through Ghulioi 
Q^dtr of Residency Hucshi. I w&nt 

the moment I was ordered and what followed was the 
re salt The cookhouse was maintained where it stood. 

A third cause of ill-feeling was this. 8Lnjd'u^ddaulah ^ 
bad so high a r^ard for the Begaio that no ona dared 
venture to mention to he/the names of his inferior 
wives or the name of any of bis sons except Xsafu'dduu- 
lab. After the Kawdb's death they gradually made her 
ac^^uaintance, and YamfnQ’ddauUh and Idivza Jangali 
were sometimes admitted to see her. After the Inpsa 
of very many years the inferior wives addressed her 
and said that they were like her slave-girls, that it 
was fair they shonld he ludden from her while Shujd^uM* 
daulah lived; but they now be^ed that when she went 
oat to take an airing in the garrlens, she would permit 
them to attend on her. In accordance with their 
re^^uest, she gave an order that they should procure 
hired bullock coaches from the bdsdr and accompany 
her. They went out with her in this fashion and they 
used to stand in her presence. The rule was that they 
should not sit down: only such as were persons of 
distinctioQ were allowed to take a seat, and that behind 
her. That was all the eozisideratioa shown to them. 
When Nawib Taminn’ddanlah became ruler be invited 
his mother to Lucknow, and she used to ride out iu 
front of the Burj where the Balm Begam was 
living, in the same splendour as the Begam herself, in 
a sedan chair, withdrutns carried and beaten on horses 
and camels. This was even more annoying than the 
other circumstances to the Bahn Begam, and she was 
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enraged beyond measure. 8be forbid the processioti 
to paea that way. 

‘These three cireumstaaeefi gave the Begsm ^reat 
annoyance and she was driTen to sending for* Mr. 
Lumsdeo, and when he came she went in her sedan chair 
«rdowD to the Burj '![HU,i to meet him. She admitted 
DO one /ise but Jaw&hir *Ali Ehdn. Sbe spoke for her¬ 
self and used oo medium, ^nd aaid : Asafu’ddauUb 
“ was my own son and was my heir, «(]e died during 
my lifetime, and X have no legal heir left according 
to Muhammadan law. Ood has given me moneys 
jewels, clothes, ressels, farnicure, and other property, 
*' the finest that all parte can yield. As long ns I live, 
I am mistress of what 1 have. 1 make all over to 
“ the Company after my death, on eondition that fron^ 
“ the pro6te of my estate they shall pay my dependenU 
^ from gene ration to generation tlve cnootbly allowances 
fix; and X rec^uest you to write and inform the 
Council in London of this fact.'’ The Resident left 
and reported this at once to the Council. Tins occur* 
ronce greatly disploased Nawdb Yaminu’ddaulab. Ho 
sent for Ddrib *Ali Khin and told him to tell the 
Babu Begam that be was extremely ashamed of thia 
unusual proceeding: no stranger had ever beard hor 
voice as long as bis father or his half-brother were 
living, and he would like to know what extraordinary 
emergency had now arisen that she talked to a stranger, 
an Englishmau, with her own lips and not through 
another person. The Babu Begam sent him a reply 
to the edect that it was his accession bad driven her 
to this step, and ^be did not know bow often if mighi 
be necessary to act in the same way again: that be had 
^en constantly talking M the Eioglish night and day, 





aod it was ao lyosioess tf bis if she spoke to an Soglisb* 
man about ber own afialrst that she was ber own 
miStresB and be had nothing to say to ber. * 

la abort, in the month of Sbawwil iS13 A.H. 
[1799 A.D.} the Baku Begam hid farewell to Lucknow 
and returned to Fais&bAd and lived there in peace 
ease. * 

Jaw&hir *^11 £h&n, when in Lncknow, obtained 
from Hasan Kazd Ehdn tbe land occupied by tbe Na- 
wdVs former cookbouse. [lasun Easd Khio held it. 
It stood in front of .Jawdbir ^Ali’s bouse and be had 
coveted it for t long time, for be wished to obtain thd* 
land tliat he might build a set of outoffiees and erect 
a long} broad, and lofty gale with a number of other 
buildings attached. Be got this land and built all that 
be wanted under the superintendence of Miraa fmdniT, 
tbe master of his stud. When be returned to Faisihdd, 
as Chakla Ooodah and Cbakla Hareli Awadh 
Imd fallen to him to manage, he entertained move horse 
and foot than l>efore. He lived seven months and a 
few days more to enjoy this show, and on tbe 15th 
Jamidi.ugfdoi 1214 A.H. [1799 A. D.j he died. He 
Was wearing ^ tight shoe, and he contracted a sore on 
tbe right foot, near the big toe, It grew worse daily 
and no ointment could cure it. He said: ** I am at 
Thy door,*’ and fled to tbe other world. 

Seven days later the Bahu Begaca conferred on 
DdrAb ^AU Kbio the office of general agent, and gave 
him an elephant and a curtained palankeen aihl so on, 
all tSat Emperors give to Haft*Haa^ia. He in turn 
conferred robes on all the military officers And heads 
of offices at the Begam's palace gate According to tb^ 
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rack and importaoce. Nearly fire hundred employes 
were discharged by him by the Baba Begam’s order, 
and the pay of some others was reduced. He railed 
a Dew, long, broad, and lofty Imdrabdra of hrick,«ia- 
stead of the old wooden structure built by Jawdbir 
«^li Ebin. Although Jawibir 'Ali Khdu’s booso was 
a magnificent buildiog, he built a fioe new addition iu 
Euglish style behind it. He %ui]t it because it is usual 
with nobles to avoid a place in which any^^ne has died. 
He ID tended that the Bahu Begam should sometiaes 
come and occupy it for change of air. 

* Nawib Burhdnu’Imulk had two full sisters. One 


Qi]«rr»l 

A|bi Mohammad Taq( 
and Dli'lb 'Ali 
EUo. ftod defeat of 
^ format's party 


bore two sons, Mfr 2 a Hubsio and 
]ifir 2 A Muqini: the other was mo* 
tber of Mirga Muhammad Ydsnf 
and N&^ro'ddio Haidar Ebio. The 


Nawdb gave his daughter Hiuga Begam iu marriage 


to NoiiruMdin Haidar Kbdn, aud the fruit of this mar* 


riage was a daughter, 8Ito Begam, who was married 
to Mfrza Muhammad Amfo, sou of Mirza Yfisuf, and 
had by him four sons and one daughter. The sons 
were Mirza Na$ir, the eldest, Mirga Muhammad Taqi 
l^b^u second, Mirza Bhajju third, and Mirza Abbu 
fourth. Mirza Muhammad Nasir was i£arried to a 
Begam, the daughter of ‘/tebdrAu, an adopted child 
of the Nawib Begam’si and Muhammad Taqi Khiu 
to Lutfu’Duisi, an adopted child of the Bahu Be- 
gain’s- As the Bahu Begam was -very anxious to 
provide for the last-named couple, she procured a 
written aseigomeut from Nawib Asafu'ddaulah of three 
fhousaud rupees a month for them, When the Gondah 
x^4l was transferred to the Begam while at Luckuow, 
Mfrza Muhammad Taqi Khiu asked Jawihir ^Ali EbiA 




to asaigo Llm tljc managemant of that mab^I, that be 
mi^bt be able to pay bia own estabUsbmant bimaelf 
direct from it. Jaw^blr 'Ali Khia laid the request 
before the Begam, and she refused to grant it, eaying 
that he was a spendthrift, that be would spend the 
whole year's income in a brief apace, and then sh^ 
would bare to make good the pay of all recipients of 
monthly salaries from hef own pocket Jawihir *A11 
£h^a then said to the Begam that Mirza Muhammad 
Taqi Kl)iQ would gire him no rest, and that be advised 
her to aj^oint DiiAb‘AU Kchief of the police of 
the Gondab mahdh This she did. This step caused 
Mir» Muhammad Taqi Kbin so much vexation that be 
left Faizdbdd and went to reside in the Qadam Sharif at 
Lucknow, and determined to go to the Dakbin. Husen 
‘Ali, one of Jawabir ‘Ali Khdn’s novices, was employed 
as a peacemaker, and it was stipulated that the Begam 
should ad(i a thousand rupees a month to tbe.tbreo 
thousand Mirza Muhammad Taqi already enjoyed, 
and that he should not again aspire to hold a post of 
service in any luahdi or seek further increase of allow* 
ance. The Mirza gave a written engagement to this 
effect, and he remained silent on the subject as long as 
Jawihir ^Ali ELin lived. 

The Begam had a higher regard for Jawihir ‘AB 
Kbin than for a son, and the ceremony observed at the 
palace door was'as great as it bad been in 8buji‘u’d- 
daukb’s days. When Jawihir ^Ali Eh in fell ill with 
that illness which proved &tal in nineteen days, hb 
ailn^nt was at first such as to excite no alarm. It was 
merely the abrasion of a piece of Ain, the size of a 
finger zuul, by a tight shoe. The physicians of the 
household dared not speak even to one of the slave-girls 
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or maidserTanta, or smoke at tbe palace gate. Thej 
say that Masih, a surgeoo, who bad 1>een for a long 
time m the Begam'a 8erTice> but was now id a con> 
gpiracj with some persons, a^ravated the iojury^nd 
the physicians colluded with him. TItey wanted to 
^more Jawdbir *Ali KhAn» who was a thorn io their 
aide, tha{ they might be iree to act as tiiey liked and 
be nnreetxaioeil in their inf^rconrse. Others wished 
for bis death, belie ring that there was at one to take 
his place, and that they would obtain administrative 
offices and be able to misappropriate mon<»y as well as 
draw their salaries, aod that there would be no one to 
overhaul their accounts, ^e Eabu Begam wsa a sharp 
woman, bad witnessed the changes of fortune from the 
days of Bahadur Sh&h to Shih and understood 

the intrigues of Rh&hjah&oibdd, discerned the hearts 
of the younger branches of her fanrily, and so drove 
Maslh from her palace and imprisoned anotiior sorgeoa 
whom thry had brought from Lack now. 

Jaw4bir ^Ali Khdn bad darms bis lifetime apjininted 
Hasan ‘Ali Cbel^ to the head of hrs private treasury 
and other offices and placed hiin i.n charge of Salon. 
He had made Haaan ‘All Qbalim chief of the police 
of HaTeli Awadb. D&rib *AU Kli^ had his rccom* 
mendatioD been entmeted with the Gondab xoahil. 
But Husen *Ali, who was shortsighted and haughty,, 
was on such had terms with Dirib ‘AU Khis that not 
only would be not speak to him but be would not even 
salute him. He was so intosicated with pride that he 
would how to no one. When they were burying Jjwi- 
hir ^AU ^dn in tb^ Imimbira and bra body bad not 
e^n been laid in the grave, and everyone, great and 
enwl\ fias gathered, all the servants were sitting round 
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'Haseo *A1i, while D4rib ^Ali Ehio was sitHog by him* 
Bel/ further off. The Bahu Begam was sitting in J^wd* 
hir ‘All Ohio’s boose, shot off by a screezL The do- 
me^c servaots cacne up to the cortaio and asked Midn 
SaAdat, the eunucb in attendance, to inquire what was 
the Begam^s order as to whei e they were to go and t<^ 
whom they were to look. She ordert'd them tie go and 
place themsehes at Ddr^ *Ali Eh&u’s disposal They 
csme in teara to hiro and told him. He was himself 
sitting crying, and he wept the harder now. All the 
people who bad been sitting in a circle round Husen 
*Ali now left him, tomed their backs on him, and faced 
Ddrib 'All Eb&n. Hnsen 'Ali was left alone and soon 
after got up and went to bia own bouse, where he in* 
dulged in laments. To come to the point, D4rih 'All 
EL4n was invested with the ofRce of general agent to 
the Begam the seventh day after Jawdbir 'AU 
death, and al) the principal men who had from^beir 
hearts wished for Jawibir 'Aii Efain^a deach for their 
own gain and profit, were disappoinved. Aghi Muham¬ 
mad Taqi Eb^n now said to the Begaun that Jawihir 
'Ali Ebdn bad been her agent from the time of Shuj£*« 
u’ddaulah, and was a man of great influence and trust¬ 
worthy, and it was quite right that she bad allowed him 
no authority as long as he was alive: but that, zh>w he 
was dead, it would be doing him a great honour if she 
made liim her administrator for Haveli Awadh and 
Facbhlmrit: that his rank was not inferior to £>drdb 
‘Ali ELdn^s, but, on the contrary, he was in the positioa 
of a s<«D, while D^rib 'AU Eb4n was a slave. The Bo^ 
gam told him that she had added a thousand rupees t6 
his income only a year before, and that she had h^ 
written promise that he would never agi^ aspire to 
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& ; that hiS wish coaid not aod aever would be 

grauted. When be heard this answer be left and went 
off in the direction of Baodras. The Begam sect two 
men after him to watch where be went to and hote 
what be did. He drove tlie two men away and went 
^ 00 . The retnm of the meseengera exasperated the 
Begam •-and she ceased her iaqairies for him. He 
gained nothing at Bondras, hod be bad not any fands 
to proceed further. His companions deserted him: 
only A few remained with bim. He then went in the 
utmost distress to Kilpi, where ‘Ali Hahddur Marbata’s 
camp was pitched, and obtained an midWiew with hint. 
This general’s tents stood on a pUin. The sun was 
fierce and the dost was flying. The troops were em* 
ployed in rapid daily ezenrsiona, looting villages and 
OTerraoniog newly‘acquired territory. The was 

a delicate man who had lived all his life inside cooling 
screens, dressed in mas)ins and camhrics, and fed on 
dainty dishes of all sorts. He conld not endure toils 
an if hardships. Although the general received him 
with Attention and sent him money as a gnest on the 
day of his arrivali this was not what he wanted. B4ja 
Himmat Babddur Qoshd^in, who had from his boyhood 
existed on the bounty of Kawdb Shujd'n’ddaulah, was 
then with 'Ali Bahddnr and had the command of two 
or three thousand cavalry. Eememberiog what he 
owed to tbe Nawdh’s family, be began to admonish the* 
Xghd and sudr.^'You are spnming Paradise and its 
** blessings and turning your back on them. You will 
"never enjoy such ease as you do with the Begam. 
^ Since I severed my connection with her family, f have 
"not seen one happy day. It is best that I should! 
" send a letter on your beb^ to the Begam^ and 
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possibly sbe will for mj sake, as an old servant of tbe 
*‘^mily, send some one to brin^yoo back to Eer^ If 
“ sbe do, go back at once/^ The Rija wrote to the 
BaBu 8egam, stating that out of regard for ber as hie 
old mistress, he bad prevented the Xgbi wander* 
ing to puna end BaidarAb&d, and be hoped she woul^ 
send some one to bring him back. The Begam sent 
Mir Kigdr ^Ali, Bahdr ^11 Kbdn^s brother, to brlog 
the Agbd to Ker on the express understanding that he 
shonld never get any increase of bis monthly allowance. 
The Mir went and delivered the Begam’s message to 
the Aghd, who breathed once more. When be was 
setting out on bis reCnrn he obtained through Hrinmat 
BaUddur’s In flue nee, merely for the sake of show and to 
create an impression, a sham patent for a j^gir yielding 
a Ink of rupees under the seal of ^Ali Bali^ur. On 
bis joarney home he passed through 8a1on, a mahdl in 
the Begam's jigir, and io ter vie wed Hnsen ^Ali CbeU, 
who resided there as local agent. It was agreed be¬ 
tween them that the Xghd abonld proceed in advance 
to Faiz4bid and Busen ^AU Chel^ should come there 
on the anoiversary of SbojuSi’ddaQlah’s death with 
picked men and secrete them in the shops of the Guldb 
Bdri market. On the evening of the Fdtiha, wben 
there was sure to be a crowd and Ddrdb *A11 would 
come to join the assembly of mourners, Hnsen 'AITs 
men were to discharge their muskets from both sides. 
In the great crowd and tumult no one would know who 
bad fired, and if one of them hit Ddrib 'Ali he would 
he killed: no one would even knov^ who had prompted 
the attack, and thus they wonld enjoy a practical jo^e 
as well as gain their object without being found cut^ 
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A darwesh, namH Mahamroad *A1i Sb6h, who vas 
a discipla of Sb4h Muhammad K^zim, lirad at juy 
house and knew Mir Nis&r 'Ali. Mir Niair ‘A)i took 
the darwesh with bits as a traraUio^ oompaoioo ^en 
he Trent to tb^ Aghi. Tbe darwesb, when be returned 
to FatzAbdd, told me tbe vUoIe coospirflC 7 which had 
been entered into nt Salon. I took him with me and 
made him Cell cbe story to bir4b *Ali Klidn. Five or 
six days before the anoireraary £)4rdb 'Ali ^hin was 
attacked by a eli^iit fever, from which he quickly re¬ 
covered, but it left him weak and without appetite. 
Hasen ‘Ali Obeli came to Faizibid on the aunlrersary 
without Ddrib ^AU Kbin's perioission, bringing three 
hundred picked men, and lodged them, as had been 
planned, in the shope of the Guldb Bdrt, which were 
then nBoccupied. Agb4 Muhammad Taqi $h^in, who 
had aiTived from Kb I pi two or three days before, called 
on tb^ Begam, but dropped all acquaintance with DArab 
*Ali Kbdn nnd ceased even to salute him, although 
4 h#r$ had never been tbe least disagreement or mubial 
complaint between them. Indeed, if Xglii Muhammad 
Taql had any grudge sgainst noy one, ic was noc 
against Dir^h ^Ali Shdo, with whom be had never had 
anything to do, hat against the Beg^im, who had refused 
to make him an ofBrer of police. It was solely from 
jealousy that he showed himself hostile to Ddrdb ‘AU 
Ebdn. 

Husen 'Ali was sitting in his bouse awaiting thfi 
arrival of Ddrib Ali Ehin. The latter sent ten or 
fil^en of ns on ahead to tell tbe caretaker of the G^ldb 
Biri to await bis arrival, to begin tbe recital of tbe 
dkgias, and reserve tbe reading of the history of the 
martyrdom uatil he was present. Suddenly clouds came 
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up, a cold wiad blew and drops of rain began to fell. 
The^ Bahu Begam now forbid Ddri,b ‘Ali to go to j:he 
Galib Bdri, sajing be bad not yet recovered bia 
strei^tb, and be might catcb cold and sufier a relapse. 
Be sent word to us then that tbe Begam would cot 
all<iw him to come, and we were to carry through tbe ^ 
whole ceremony without him. Thus hia enemies were 
foiled. f 

Next day tRey resolved to kill Ddrdb ‘AH Kbdn at 
tbe Begam*s gate, and said to themselves that the 
Begam bad no one who could touch them, that she 
would have eventually to forgive them, and would 
Clint Aghd Muhammad Taqi Khiu her geneial agent, 
and be would appoint Husen ‘AU as his deputy: the 
latter would pay in the collections and tbe former would 
be undisputed iiuister. Husen ‘Ali had brought three 
hundred picked revenue police with him, whom he 
reckoned tbe bravest of the brave. The Xgbd •had 
four hundred sepoys, about twenty of whom were fops, 
close shaven, with gold earrings, big shields on their 
backs, A^hdn swords at tbeir waists, iron helmets on 
their heads, and loaded carbines and some sixty or 
seventy Ioaods of ammunition, who thought they could 
do anything; and one hundred Bundelas, newly recruit¬ 
ed from Kilpij and one hundred red-c«ited regulars; 
and besides them he had a^Hindii, known as tbe Chau be, 
a famous wrestler and a bra^art On tliese he relied. 
He fancied himself tbe bravest and stoutest fellow of 
the day as compared with Ddrdb ‘Ali KhSn, who waa 
weak ^n<l decrepit, as it were an elephant against a 
gnat, and be prepared to tackle him with all this 
preparation. The pretext for a quarrel was this. Hueeq 
<Ali had brought four thousand and eighty rupees with 
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bim, wbicli be bad collected in tbe abd be wovdd' 
not- give tbe money to Dirib *Ali Khin. He wished 
to pay it into tbe Begam’s treasury through tbe Aghi. 
Dirib *AM contended that, as tbe Bcgam bad made^him 
hex general agent, Hu sen ‘AU was bis subordinate and 
had no relations with the ^^bd. Tbe more Dicil> 
^Ali pressed him to pay io, tbe more stoutly be refused. 
Tbe Aghi came erery nu^iog with all bis armed 
following and seated himself at the Begftm’s gate and 
tailed in a threatening fashion. Ten or tweire of ns, 
who were fnends of Dirib *Ali Khin, broke our usual 
custom and accompanied bis palankeen to tbe Begam’s 
door and watched all that went on. One day at last 
Dirib ‘Ali was compelled to mention tbe fact to the 
Bahu Begam, how Hueen 'All would not pay iu tbe 
collections, sod be asked her to send for bim and call 
on him to ezpiua his insnbordinaUon.. Wbeu it was 
three o’clock some baili& came for bim. He scut to tbe 
Agbi and informed bim of this. Tbe Xgbi came to 
bis bouse, whispered somethiog to him, and then 
retnmed to the gate before be came there. Husen Alt 
went after bim and they bad tbezi' between them seren 
hundred men ready armed on the spot. Tbe verandah, 
at tbe gate, where we ten or twelve friends of Dirih 
*A)i were sitting, was darkened by tbe crowd. Sud« 
denly n eunuch came out from tbe Begam and asked 
Husen ^AH why he bad not paid over to Dixib Ali 
tbe collections be bad brought. He replied that, if the 
Begam wanted tbe money, it was hers and be would 
pay it over throngb the AghA The Begam sent out 
again to say tbaty»as Dirib ^Ali was her general agent 
and she had made bim snbordinate to him, he had 
no thing to do with tbe AgbA Before Husen Alt could 
2 a 
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feply, the ^gh4 struck in: True? it U a money matter. 
“ 16Dirib will not do, here am I.” The eimuch, noticing 
the |tate of tbiogs at the gate, tlie preparationa of the 
Xghi and Husen ^AU for a fight, and the anion of their 
sepoje, and how they had come ap to the very door 
contrary to all precedent and etiquette, went in and 
told the Begam. She then, in the hope of pr^entiog 
a riot) sent ont #ord that^nsen ‘All was to go home, 
for ahe was unwell, and to return next day. The ill- 
mannered and prond fellow said out to the eunuch: 

“ 'Why did she send for me when she was like this? '* 
He then added: Let the Begam seed for me and see me 
‘‘and hear from my own lips what I have to say;’’ 
and he used Hindi words which the low people of the 
bizdr use among themseUea, saying: “Dodophitki 
“ghnidm bashindwand/’* The Begam beard the words 
and burned with rage. She said to Dirib ‘Ali: “ Why 
“don’t you beat him with a shoe? ” Dirib ‘Ali replied 
that, as sbe had ordered him to do so, be would do it 
nest day. “ They are now bent on mischief,” said the 
Begam: “go home by some other route.” “I will 
return the way I come,” he replied: “if I took another 
“ road, it would be as good as flying from them. As 
“ long as God and Yotxt Excellency are with me, what 
“can they dare to do? If 1 am luted to die now and 
“my day has come, I will die somehow or other.” 
Meanwhile outside on the road they had resolved to 
kill him with a sword the moment he came out, aud it 
was not likely that they would let us rise whom they 
had chased in. The moment the ennuch came out and 
called for the palankeen, the bearers brought it op to the 

* This i»as if he had said: ** What do I care for her beggarly* 
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gate. Ddrilb 'All Kb^n came out with & tiny sword. 
A5N>nbhiDg to relate, the whole crowd, leaders ao^allf 
remained with eyes on the ground and dared not look 
up. We rose, gathered round the palankeen, issued 
from tl>e crowd, and srent on till we reached our com* 
pnsy of regulars, who were standir^g outside another 
door. TTlie company formed up in front and rear and 
on both sides of the palankeen and marched. Ddrdb 
'All Kbdn smiled and said r They cotdd bare done 
‘'anything they liked. The bird is out of the cage 
“and they won^t esteb him again. They arc done for 
“ BOW." I went home and said my evening prayers, 
returning immediately to the darbdr, where I quoted 
ihe words 5— 

Though blowo be fihov«red od me thiok w nio, 

THl Gcd deeT6« my doaih, 1 &frfd romaio. 

But D^rib 'All was praying alone with tbe utmost un* 
concern. There was one irregular in black uniform 
at each door. I said that tbis was carelessness: ten 
men could come in if they wished. “ When I emerged 
alone,” said D^r^b ‘Ali, “from among seven hundred 
“ men and they did not move an inch, whst can happen 
“now? Don^t be afraid. My enemies cannot touch a 
“ bair of mine.” 

The contemptible Husen ‘All returned unadvisedly 
to his own house and eat there with two friends.- He 
posted forty armed 7Ben on whom he reded, whom he 
called his body*gvard, between his inner and outer 
doors to guard bim, divided them into groups of fire 
and placed them some paces apart from each* other, 
and warned them even if an angel came they wore.to 
''blow his wings off with their guns. He felt secuisr 
and went in with Mir ‘Xshiiri, h(s friend, conSdafit, 
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. iind ftd visor, to the ftp&rtmeats where there resided a 
conrtesso whom he had made his wi/e, aod there tibey 
begtyi to eojoj tliemselves. 

Meanwhile Dirdb ‘All ^4n sent quietlj for 8hekh 
Sa'dalleh RisiUddr, who had foar hundred infantry 
and fifty cavalry, and was wrongly suspected of a secret 
nnderstandiug with Xglid. Idubaoimad Taqf, and told 
him that the Begam had sent him an order; if he would 
carry it out, well and good, and if not, another would 
be found who would. “ I am ready,” was his reply. 

Then arrest Husen *AU at once,’' said Ddrib ‘All. 
The Rlsdladdr went home, placed a company of irre* 
gulars under arms, and picked out forty of his own 
infantry and cavalry on whom he conld rely. lie took 
them with him to Husen‘Alt Khdn's house in a great 
hurry and pretended to be excited. There were three 
doors to the house. He placed Lis men at two dqors. 
When he appeared at the third door, the guards forbid 
him to enter. Efe had always been on friendly temis 
with Husen ^Ali, and he said to the guard that Husen 
*Ali had sent for him, as he wanted to arrest a tenant 
at Salon, and wished to send him there during the 
night The fool subsided into silence and admitted 
him. He chained the door of the women^s quarters 
behind him, when be bad entered, and shouted. Hnsen 
*Ali, rememberiug the order he had given, rose in 
astonishment, wondering how any one had got in. He 
came ont whh his sword sad shield and saw a large 
body men in black uniform, fnliy a|;rDed, before him« 
He asked what this meant Sbekh Sa^dullah said : 

Deliver to me yonr sword and shield. The Begam 
** has ordered me to arrest you.” 
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I sent word to the sepoys whom he had lodged in 
Ihe^GnUb BSri, telling them that Huaen ‘Ali had been 
dismissed, sod that, if they wished for further employ¬ 
ment, they should come lo T)4r^b ‘Ali, or else leave for 
fT their homes in the morning. They came over at once, 
and Sl^ekU Sa^dullah brought Hu sen ‘AU with MIc 
^Asbiirl and his wife, and cnndned them in a detached 
house on Jawibir ‘Ali Khih'a premises. A handful 
of irregulars mounted guard over them and the number 
of men who now joined DdrAb *Ali was about four 
hundred. By this time it was a couple of hours after 
sundown, and the Aghi was sitting at the Begam's door 
conversing with her about Huaen ‘All, when suddenly 
he heard that Husen *Ali had been arrested. Be rose 
and left. 

D^r^b *AU and his party were standing at one side 
of the abutment outside the door of the Imdmbira, and 
be ordered the lights to be lit. The servants lit several 
candelabra, and be scuta message to the Xgb&, saying 
that he. had heard the Xgbd wished to come to him, but 
he advised him not to come to him, for hU troops were 
not then under control. The Aghd, when he received 
this message, went to his own house, where he spent 
the whole night in the utmost distress for Husen ‘All. 
The best of it is that the Begara, though grieving aH 
the while for the Agh^'s repeated breaches of faith, 
Sent a favounte female servant of hers, Sldh Bachas, 
to him and told him that, if so and so attacked him, he 
would be sure to kill him without regard. What the 
Begam meant was this, that Ddrib‘All had the *peopI^ 
jtnd the troops at his back, while the Agbd had but few 
teliowersj and yet in the face of that the AghS was 
bragging of his bravery aud was time after time making 
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demands contrary to his promises; so possiblj' his 
followers would suffer at the bands of Ddr4b.‘Ali Kbiftn's 
party, and his pride would hare a fall. The woman 
came twice in one watch to impress this warciog on 
hicQ and he spent a restless night. 

e 

Next morning at sunrise the AgUd weat^to Clie 
Begam's gate and addres^ her through her eunuchs, 
sa}ing that Ddrdb *AH bad madeHusen ‘Ali prisoner, 
and that he and Husen ^AU had entered into a solemn 
compact to protect one another, and he begged the 
Begam to order Ddrdb *A]i to release him, saving that, 
if she did not, he wonld die for him. The Begam said 
that Hnsen ^Ali was her slave, and that she bad made 
him subordinate toDdrdb'AU; that the Aghi bad no 
ground for interfering or endangering himaelf; that 
she would not release Husen ‘All till he had paid up 
tiie money; and Ddrdb ‘Ali bad power to imprist^n or 
to release him and would do as he pleased. 

By nitze o'clock in the morning one thonsand four 
Proceed ioge at Darib hundred men h ad come togeth er, and 
‘All ?htfa’ab6u». the coQrtyard of the house and the 
out'ofRces and the roof were crowded with sepoys. 
There were also four hundred troops, foot and mounted, 
with a gun posted in front of the door of the Im^mhicn. 
Ddrdb ^Ali then closed the door of hk house and the 
Im&mb^ra, and shut himself in and suds “Let no one 
“ srir or tiy to provoke any one, for I do not want a 
figbt, aad am only sitdng by myself in my bouse. 
Wben^t was past noon and they had^eaten, Ditih ‘Alt 
Kbiu sent a message to Husen A.li, reminding him tbat 
they were comrades in the Begam’s service, that h^ 
had nothing to with otbei^ and asking him to accept 
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A robe of Honour, paj in tHe monej, and go bad to tHo 
luaHils. Both of them were now playing a double game. 
Husen 'All wanted to soften D4rib ^Ali, obtain His release 
for a time on the pretence of bnnging the money, take 
refuge in the Xgbi’s honse, and escape Irom Dirib 
'All's clutches for ever. Dirib 'All ^in wished to draw 
the money out of Husen 'AU on pretence of giving him 
a tine dress, and then imprison him for life and never let 
him see the light of day again. Dirib 'AU sent him a 
robe seven or eight times successively, but as he had 
been in the habit of receiving superior dresses ftom Jn- 
wilnr 'AH Ebin, he would not accept any. Bach time he 
sent him a different present but of exactly equal value 
to the one before, bat after a delay. As soon as Husen 
'AU was thus convinced that he was being treated kindly, 
D^ib 'All sent him a messenger to say that, ae they 
bad both been brought up in the same place aod in the 
same house, there ebonid be no collusion between him 
aod the Agbi, aod that their coalitioQ bad offended the 
Begam i and to tell him that it would be most advisabW 
if be wrote a letter under his own seal to the Aghh to 
•say that he bad made op his quarrel with Dirib 'Ali^ 
that they were mutually satisfied, and that the Xgb4 
should withdraw from further opposition. The moment 
Hi^en 'Ali received this message be wrote the required 
letter and handed it to the messenger. Dirib 'AU 
eent the letter to the Babu Begum, and she banded it 
to the Aghi, and told him that, as Husen 'Ail wrote 
in such terms, be had no reason for attempting to 
interfere in his a&irs. The A^i replied that Husen 
*AU had not wri^n the letter of his free will, that bo 
^as in Dirib 'All’s custody, who was compelling hlni 
to write. He then rose in a passion and left, uttering 
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the most ucbecoming Uogn^e in loud tones, and went 
awsy with his followers to fight He ssid to hinself 
tha^ those who were with D&rib ‘AU Kb in were really 
the Begsm'e seirants, aod that they aJl bad a pre- 
existing higher regard for him, and not one of them 
would Tenture to fight with him j that the moment he 
advanced against them they would ail suhmif to him; 
and under these circunAtancea the Ciiaube wreatler 
would lift the gun that was in iront of the ImdiDbira 
in his arms and throw it on the ground; (hat be would 
then enter the bouse and rescue Husen ^Ali. He 
placed some of his strong men in front, and marched 
with the regulars and Buodelas behind cbeni. Htrza 
Muhammad Na^ Ebda, his elder brother, Mir Nigit* 
‘Ali, Bahdr *Ali Khan’s brother, and M/raa *Ali aod 
Mirza Ja‘far, Hikmat Unaen Ehdn’s sons, who were 
at the gate, entreated him to pause, but be took no heed. 
He went past his own house and came fitce to face 
with Bdr&b ‘Ali Khdn’s force. The Mauldoa, who was 
looked on by the Agh&’s men as a Rustam and the 
master of the fenciog art, advanced, followed by some 
of bis own sort, such as Saiyad Hus^^ the Chaobe 
and others. He knew that gun was loaded, and 
thought that, when the gunner would apply the match to 
the pan, he would stoop his head to let the ball pass over, 
and then he would be so quick that he would prevent 
the gun being again loaded. Ddrdb ^Ali Khdn had 
fourteen hundred naen under arms on the roof and 
on the ground a waiting this onset. There were also 
outside the door of Ddrdb ^Ali’s honse Mirza Hasan *Ali; 
the chief police officer of Awadh, and Husen Kbdn, A£- 
gbio, with two companies of regulars, Mirza Faiz 
Beg, 900 of Haidar *Ali, an old friend of Jaw^hir *A,U 



Vith two compaiue? of irreguUrs, altogether 
six ^UDdre<j men, aod Sb^ Biz Zbiu, Afgbdn, with 
Bfty c&Tniry, The latter shouted: ‘‘For God‘a sake, 
“keep awaj; we are standiog guarding our houses 
“and do not want to fight. Why molest us?’' The 
Angel of Death bad spread bis wings over tliem and 
ikej heeded not. They advanced. Dir^b ‘AU Kbdn 
had shut the door of his hoa«^ and the Imimbdra, and 
was busy sending a present to Hnsen ‘Ali. He was 
wholly Ignorant of the bold advance, wiien suddenly 
hlnhammad ‘Xqil, one of his messengers, came in by 
the small door in the gate and shouted: “ Why are 
you sitting quiet, sir? The enemy is here.*^ Ddrdb 
'Ali rose and came with two hundred companions and 
picked sepoys down to the courtyard of the Imimbdra 
below the terrace of the building. He looked round 
and told those who were guarding Hasen ‘Ali not to 
mind the fight, but, if Husen 'AU tried to escape during 
the confusion, they were to kii) him and hie companions 
at once. The guard then removed Husen ‘Ali to the 
closet close by, which Jawfihlr ‘AU Zb&n bad used, and 
placed him there. They chained tlie door on the outside 
and maintained their watch. Although D^rdb ‘All 
Zb in wanted to go out, those who were with him 
would not permit him. He had no other course left 
but to go up to the top of a bastioa at tbe corner of 
his bouse and look on. When Mauiaoa came close up 
to the gun and chaUenged tbe guooer to fire, the latter 
could not do so without an order from his officer, but^ 
when he persistently defied him, tbe gunner discharged 
riie cannou. It was loaded with shot. Maul&na first 
jQmped up with two wounds, tbeu rolled over on the 
gTOuoi Wkd died, hlir Mostafa, the Chaube, and some 
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Others T?ero woaoded, rolled over de&d aud djiu^ 
ioto a ditch, irhich was covered with'wild trees, «nd 
wer^ csQght ia the branches. The other sepoys, when 
they saw this 'happen, turned and Eed to the river. 
She^ Sa^dullah’s men stripped them of their arms and 
clothing and let them go nahed. Some friends who ^ 
were with the Aghi lifted him and carried Sim into 
bis butler ^j^bdurrabim’s ifouse, and sbut themselves in. 
Though he ficked and struck out .'ind said he would 
go and fght, be was one to five or six men and could 
not get away. Ddrib 'AH Kiiin asked where be had 
gone. Some one said that be had gono off on a horse, 
DO one knew where, across the ditch of the fort. The 
mounted men below were on the point of pursuing hiin^ 
but DarAb 'Ali checked them. An hour later it became 
known that he was in 'Abdurrabim’s house. Then all 
became still. An EngUali reporter, who had come to 
see the affray, and a woman, who had left her house to 
purchase food and was passing along the road, were 
accidentally killed. 

The Aghi did not venture oat of 'Abdurrahim’s 
house for three months, and Ddrib 'Ali Xhin kept the 
Imdmbdra closed and the gun pointed as it bad been. 
Tbe English officer,* who was In command at Sultdn* 
pur cantonment, came up speedily by the order of the 
Lucknow Resident to the Begam's aid with a regiment 
and two guns, and asked the Begam for instructions! 
She replied that it was only a quarrel among her 
own children and there was no stranger involved; that 
she could deal wiUi them herself,♦and did not need 
the English to assist her. She sent him some trays, 
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l^aring a present of rich fabrics, and permitted him to 
reborn. After the lapse of three mootbs M(rza *AIi, 
the Hakfm's son, acted as peacemaker and proci^red 
a irritten promise from the to the effect tlmt be 

would oerer commit such an offence again, and if be 
"'ever did, the Begam was to visit him wiih any punish¬ 
ment shS pleased: but the Xghi said at (he same time 
that he had committed so ^reat an offence that be 
dared not ask for pardon, and if ahe would only come 
to him at the first inner door of her palace, his head 
would touch the stars. After a great deal of persuasion 
the Begam came to the door and she bid DiiAb ‘Ali 
Sbdn and the Aglid embrace each other. This they 
did. 

From the day that Jaw&hir ^Ali KKdn died, the 
15th Jamid>,n|sdm, to the end of Zihijb, a period of six 
and a half months, this quarrel lasted and it ended 
as described. About this period another element of 
disturbance arose. A young Afghan, named Ln^l Khin, 
wbo lived in Awadh, began to evince a turbulent and 
headstrong temper. He interfered with defenceless 
citit^is and travellers and prevented their passing 
along the roads. He bad two or three comrades of bis 
own type. The residents of Awadb and the Hindiis of 
Fai^bid, who used to go to Awadh co worship, were 
crying out against his oppression, and comp lain ts 
reached Dirdh 'Ali evei^ day. One day there 

was a religions fair of the Hindds at Awadh, and Hindds 
Muhammadans Hocked there in thousands. Shekh 
Sa'dullah’s soo, Shejeh ‘Abdullah, was riding tber6*wich 
some sepoys. Lat(f l^in was also riding about. 

‘Abdullah’s spear happened to fall from his band 
to tl0 Ls^if lifted it. SbeUi ‘Abdulin 
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said placidly to bim: ^ Gentlemen dp sot pick quarrels 
fqr DotbiDg;. What made you lift toy spear and take 
'Mt? 1 bad meu with me: they could fa stc lifted it 
and haodedit to roe?*' Latif^hiawas aceuAtomed 
to afaov him self Tioleot aod quarrelsome, and bad Dever 
come into collision with a soldier. Tbougfa be saw * 
that he was alone, and there were ten or twenty sepoys 
nicb Sbekb ^Abdallah, 1^ was led by bis unbridled 
temper to fbr|et bimself and he quarrelled with Shekb 
'Abdullab. A sign was giren to a sepoy by the latter 
and be cut bim dovrn at a blow. The world was freed 
from bis tyranny. Tbough be was not a servant of 
the Aghi’s, he had occasionally called on bim, drawn 
by the hope of place ; and the Aghd now complained 
that the man who had been killed was bis seryant^ 
but Dirdb 'Ali Ehin aileuced bim. 

Among the cavalry under Sbekb Sa'dullab, enter- 

taioed by Jaw^hir ‘Ali Ehdn, was 
The ahopk«pen ' , \ 

a»d riiidoie pf tlw « Mpoy named Mir Sher ‘AU; and 
^ty mp pgaloit the Sikaiidar was city police officer 
at raisabad and bad been appoiuUd 
by Jaw^bir *Ali Kb4n. While in the cavalry, Sa‘dul- 
lah bad a war of words with Sldi Sikandar in the 
cause of a blacksmith, a servant of D^ib ‘All Ebiu's, 
who was in his company. From that day they were 
enemies, and when they met they did not salute each 
other. When Jaw&hir ‘Ali Kbin died aud Ddrgb 
‘Ali ^An succeeded him, and the term of Sidi^s 
appointment expired, DirAb ^Ali on Sbekh Sa^duUah'a 
reconmendacion placed Sher *A)i in ^charge of the city 
and attached police atadons. He filled the office for 
some time, and it was again entrusted to Sidi. Theli 
.Sbsr‘Ali was installed once more. So the changes 
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bettreen tbe two weat on. On one occasion Ster 
*Alk made over the charge of the office to his younger 
brother as his deputj, and went out to the jiglra in 
search of euplo/menc as police officer of some mahil. 
His brother begao to oppress the people in a most 
onusual way. Any day that no case likely to bring him 
in a gaib of two or three rapees was brought to the 
police station, some inform^ employed at tlxe place 
dragged up some child of ten or twelre^ears with his 
father, and the police officer declared that the boy did 
not resemble bis father; his mother must have con* 
ceived in an intrigue with some one else, and tliis 
child was the progeny: an arbitrary £ne must be 
levied. This waa one of tbe least of his tyrannies. 
When the people were no longer able to endure him, 
two or three thousand naen gathered in a body at 
8huj4‘nMdAulab’s tomb inside tbe Gal^ Bnri and raised 
a shout of *^andher," a Hindi word meaniog darkness. 
This went on day and night for a whole week. All 
efforts to calm them were fntile. 1 recommended that 
tbe corrupt police officer should be dismissed. I svas 
.given an order for his remove and removed him. Still 
tbe rioting was not quelled. At last Sa'dullah Sh4i), 
a captain of the Mewitis, thought of a plan, and he 
explained it: The men who are gathered in- the 
GuI4b B^ri are creating their disturbance there 
. “ because they know that Shojd'uMdautah and the Kawib 
Begam are buried there, and they have taken refuge 
as it were svith them. Another reason is that the tomb 
is within Nawdb Taminu’ddaulah’s jniisdictiopj and 
. Dirdb ‘All Eha^s men cannot go there to arrest them. 
^ So they coolly bring from their houses, after satisfying 
their necessities, their pipes and tobacco, talk, iangbj 
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'‘joke, and plot together and enjoj themselTes: and 
the^ about out tho Hindi vord two or three timea. 

“ T^ougl] clever and trostworthj men have been sent 
to dace them to dteperse, they are influenced by the 
inaflgetions of some jealous people and will not listen, 

'' but fancy themselves masters of the situation. Their * 
'‘houses arc all within the Begam’s jurisdiction.* They 
"go homo every morning and evening, attend to their 
" wants, and gb back again. A certain two or three 
"among them are ringleaders. If some men be posted 
"at their houses and their doors be thrown down and 
"levelled to the ground, and the Begam give an order 
" that they are not to be again permitted to enter their 
" houses; and a few handfnis of irregulars be stationed 
" in each lane and street where the Begam has jurisdic* 

" trOD, with orders to arrest every one who comes out 
of the Guldb Bin and tries to escape to his house, 

" there will be an end to their display." This course 
was resolved on by night and they beard of it at once* 
They were out of* their wits with alarm and could thinlc 
of nothing to defeat the plan. As they were low 
cowards, they came in helpless crowds to Ddrib ‘All 
Eh^n in the morning, laid their heads at his feet aod 
begged in tears to be forgiven, aa 3 dng that they had 
been instigated by such and such a leading man, an4 
had come to this wretched plight without obtaining any 
support from their abettors. The Kii^o reassured them^ 
sent them to their homes, and forgave them, saying i 
" It id easy to return evil for evil, hot be U a true man 
" who returns good for evil.” 

At the end of a week all was qutet and some time 
afterwards Sikandar 'Ali was appointed manager* 

of Haveli Awadh and Fachhimrdt* At the same time 
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a village of PacLhimrit^ called Danlatpar, vas entrusted 
to |i;ne at tbe request of the landholders> wbo had' 
suffered severelj at the bands of Mir Sber ^Ali, Sikau* 
dar's deputy, aud bad fled the Tillage. J held charge 
of the village for three whole years. Wbeo, at the 
end of the three years, Sikaodar *Ali Kbdn'a term of 
appointtbent ended, he was removed owing to the 
exertions of Nawdb A^ghar ^Ui Khdn, tbo Babu Be- 
gam’s farothev’a son. If tlie reasons of tbe NawAh’s 
exerCiuns were recorded, they would fill a volume Any¬ 
how, those mabAls were entrusted to Mirsa Hasan ‘Alt, 
a novice of JawAbir *Ali EhAn^s, and after a year Sikan* 
dar ‘AU £bAn was Invested with the office of Begaoi’s 
agent-general for all the throe estates and controller* 
general of her honaehold. 

As Daulatpur yielded my serrants six hundred 
rupees over and above tbe demand made by tbe Begum, 

» this caused heartburning among the officials of the 
FaizAbAd office. They tntored tbe villagers. When 1 
went out to see the village, the villagers mobbed me. 
1 had with me servants, torebbearers, writers, water- 
carriers, grooms, about twenty, but they could not face 
armed men. By the help of God, I held my ground 
Tvith three others and did not 6y before three hundred. 
1 made “ Hirz YamAniand "‘NAd ‘AU” my shield* 
No one dared to attack me, though they were all armed. 
They kept me besieged for a whole eight and \ day. 
l^ArAb ‘Ati KhAn had so high a regard for me that tbq 
tnoment be heard of tliis, be rode out as liard as he. 


* ThesA an two liuhamcDadAQ prajen repeaud in linta of 
^%x and trouble. Tbej nre known tbe opening words, &b Cbrie- 
tUse know, ** 0 be jcjia) in tbe Lm ell ;e lenda,” bj tbe 
JobdeU Deo," with wbkh the pcaho b^us in Latin. 
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could to my relief. When tliey eafr going, tlie 
whole cl (y down to the Teryebopkeepers followed lym. 
There was quite s sea of meo the whole way from Fai 2 ' 
dbith to the Tillage, a distance of tea miles. The 
villagers fled like foxes the mo meat they beard the 
aouod of the horses* hoofs, and hid wherever they could • 
in trees and in ditches. I returned to Faisil^d safe 
and sound. 


The Xghd*Sdhib now determiaed to adopt Diidb 
Akhi UuhftmmAd 'Ali Kbin as his brother, in accord* 
Dintb custom commonly 

luB brotbcr. practised among Sbl^as, and to 

establish a real frieodshtp. The A^hd mentioned the 
matter first to me in a casual way in the first ten days 
of Mufaarram, and then it was o^otiated through Mir 
Kailii Fdzil, and a day fixed for an entertunment. The 
Xgbd gave a sumptuous feast and a dance. Ddrib ‘All 
Khdn returaed tbU hospitality at the end of a week, 
and the Bah a Begam was prevailed on to risit his house 
immediately before this enterbusmeat took place, and 
he did himself the honour of making vaiious presents to 
her, and he caused all bis servants to present naars to her. 
After the ceremouy of adoption she returned to her 
palace, and the eotertaiameat given to the Xghd Silub 
began and it lasted until evening. The utmost unity 
and amity prevailed. They were ia ecstasies with each 
other. Iq short, the foundadoas of friendship were laid, 
and a footiog of onceremoaiai visiting was eatabliah&d: 


but there was bo heart on either mde at the back of 
4dJ this show. The Babu Begam even was not satisfied 
with tb*is brotber-makiag and warned •DArib‘All E bin 
to he extremely eautdous. On the seventh of Muhar- 
ram k was Dirib *Ali ipidn*s practice to go to the 
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«RsemUy of fflouroera and listen to marnjas^ and be 
us^ to re tarn after an bour and a*balf or so to hia 
bouae. While he aat there the Begam wae alvaya 
alarmed lest there aboold be aome treachery perpetrated. 
This vreot on for years. 

^ When the Begnm expressed to Mr. Lumsdeo her 

Th. *ii.goti..ion. of IcTing «11 her wesltb 

btciTMo %h» to the KCompany, Mr, * Lumsden 

Aud Wj, Lum»d«i. wrote a report of tdJis to Mr. John 
Shore, the Governor at Calcutta, and ho seat a report 
CO London. After some years a reply came from Lon* 
don to the effect that what she had said was only a 
verbal expreeeion of her wishes, and that, if she would 
give a written instrument under her own seal, there 
would then be a valid ground on which to act Mr. 
Bail lie was then the Kesi dent at Lack now, and this reply 
came to hU hands. He informed the Begam and she 
replied tbst all that Mr. Lumsden had written regard* 
iog her wisbee was quite tme. When this had been 
laid before the Council in London, there was a letter 
sent some three years later to Mr. Baillie, telling him 
to go to the Begam at Fmadbdd and ohtaia from her a 
will duly sealed, with a description of ber property, 
money, jewels, and everything else, in detail of quantity 
and valne, and a corresponding list of the monthly 
allowances she deeired to bequeathe. Mr. Baillie came 
iVom Lucknow and sat on tbe one aide of a parda)), 
while the Bahu Begam sat on the other and spoke to 
him direct, without tbe ioterveotion of any third person, 
and told what she wished. There was no one admitted 
to the place where they sat but Ddrdb ^Ali Kb^n. All 

vihat passed between them was so firmly settled that 
it will be as lasting as the English empire itBslf. The 
ia 
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Sesidencj Muoshi va^ called to as a fourth persoa to 
draw up the deeds between (he two parties, sod the 
Mvreshi nas ordered not to breathe a word of wbatlvad 
passed to any one. As long as the Begam lired not a 
point was erer disclosed, although indeed so much was 
guessed that the Begatu had made the English trustees 
uf her whole estate, and bad fixed monthly allowances 
for all her servants and dependents after her death, 
according to ^ their gradb and rank. Some of the 
eunuchs talked to their friends as if they knew every* 
thing, to create an impression tliat they were in the 
Begam^s eonfidence, but they contradicted each otl^er. 
When the Begatn died and all was published, they wore 
all found to have been utterly wrong. The fact was 
that she left three laks of rupees to build her tomb; 
one lak for pious observances iu her memory; ten 
thousand rupees per aunum for the maintenance of her 
tomb, Qurdn readers, sweepers, gardeners, watch men, 
drucn*beaters and others; nine hundred rupees per men- 
sem for the pay of guards to be maintained at her 
palace; and ninety •six laks of rupees, and geld and 
silver plats, and jewels and clothes, woollen fabrics, 
kamVhwdbs, silks, and soon, of undetermined value, the 
price being merely guessed at. The reason for all this 
hecrecy was that she found that Yamfnu'ddauUh, who was 
a clever man, might, if he knew the contents, avail 
himself of his familiarity with, the Boglieh to upset her 
arrangements. Yamtnu'ddaulah was, however, little 
aware of the surprises of time. 

Yamfnu’ddaulah died cne year and a half before the 
Babw Begam, and Ghdzinddin Haidar Shdo, who sue* 
oeeded his father, was far too large-minded a man to 
giv0 himself any trouble abont this transaction. Indeed, 
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his jealoas regard forraolc was so great tliat he buried 
the clotlies of the Begam when she died, to prevent 
them railing nnder the eyea of atrangere. * 

To resume, when Mr. Baillie had completed every¬ 
thing to the sarisfaetioD of both pardea, he returned 
^ to Lucknow. Some gentry of that city tried to die- 
cover eke secret tenna of this transaction and made 
great efforts to pick him, and^even paid large sums to 
clever spies and entertained them to pry ioto the bureau, 
but not a hint of anything could be obtained. They 
had to admit that they were bafQed. 

When the ndmiabtration of the CbakU of Haveli 
Tbt birUtj of Fsla- Awadh and Fniaib&d City was vest- 
ibsd flioso*. ed in the Baku Begam after NawAb 

XeafuMdaalah'a death, the people of that chaklA nnd 
the city began to enjoy peace, ease, and freedom from 
eppressioo. In the time of that Nawib there was a 
tabsfidAr to collect land revenue, a s u peri n ten dent of 
nasdl, a police superintendent in the city, and a far¬ 
mer of manorial dues, all having separate jurisdiction 
independent of each other, and eneb trying to enforce his 
individual power. Thus the subjects of the state lived 
in a demoralised conditio a. When tliis gave place to 
a single and consolidated power, and DAr&b 'Ali EhAor 
wbo WAS a just man, became the Begam's agent, though 
his representatives were sometimes so foolish as to 
attempt to tyrannise and led to complaints on the part 
of some of her subjects, yet he always sum mooed the 
parties to his presence, heard both sides, and extracted 
the truth and discarded the false. The Bahu Begam 
was tender of the*life of a lamb even and wouTd not 
^ffer it to be killed, eo what can be said of her regard 
for human life ? 
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Tbie Teoerable B&bu Begart), reached the age 

Hfihih of the Beha eiglitj-SLX years. She declined 
in aCrength very gradually. She 
use3 each year to go to her nepliew’s bouse in the first 
ten days of Mubarram to see the ta^aiya of Imira Husen, 
and return when she bad recited the F^tiba. This year 
she prepared to go as usual, hut the weather WM^xceed* 
ingly cold and a chill blowing. D^rib ‘Ali 

Efadn tried to could recite 

the F^dha at her own residence, and that, if ebe went 
ont, he feared the coosequences to her might be danger¬ 
ous. She replied that it was her habit to go and if she 
did not go the young people might be disappointed. 
She went, but caught cold when returning‘home, and 
a slight fever ensued, which made bead daily. Her 
physicians treated her,'but their efforts wero unavailing. 
She Icuew the position she was in and said that her end 
was come. The day before she died she said that the 
Great Nawib, roeaniog Shujd^u’ddsulah, had cOme to 
receive her. Ddrib 'All Ebin was perplexed when be 
beard her say this, and be asked her what she was 
saying. 8be repeated her words. Next day, Thursday, 
the 26tb Mubarram, 12S0 A.H. [1816 A.D.] at about 
two o’clock in the afternoon, sbe breathed her last amid 
the tears and cries of her aged and sorrowing servants. 

This august lady of ladies, who had been in her 
childhood cursed in the arms of Muhammad Sb£b, 
Emperor of Hinddstin; who was married to Sbuji‘u*d- 
daulah, himself the waz(r of the Empire and the son 
of a y^aiir; and who bore a sod, Asafu’ddaulab', who 
enjoyed the dignity of waadr, passed ^be whole of her 
long and noble life in splendour and state, and saw not^ 
one day of reverse, thongh the family of the Delhi 
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Emperors sack into decsj, s&d aU the oobUs aod 
offi^^ers of the empire were ruiaed by tbe reverse^' of 
fortune and scattered in distress. The chiefs of ^the 
Ban gash provinces were of no greater conslderatioa 
^ compared to her than wore her police officers, and in 
the whole household of Nawdb Jia&i Jdh, Nizdmu'b 
nulk, T^sk{1-i*Motla^. there wns not a woman left of 
so great distinction and rank,^ bearing aa^ dignity: and 
no one woman in all tbe tliirty-two sdbahs of India can 
be held up in these days as her riral in either the 
grandeur of her surroundings or tbe respect she could 
command. When at the eenitb of her glory she had 
ten thousand troops, horse and foci, scores of elephants, 
and conn (less horses. Tbe people who earned their 
bread directly or indirectly through her bounty must 
hare been more than a hundred thousand, and all felt 
as bsp})y and secure ns though they were in a motlier's 
snns. If a Britieh officer were paasiog through Fais* 
ibdd, her orders were that the people of the city should 
render him assistance, and all that he needed her agents 
supplied. 

Dirib 'All, who was her sole executor and bad en« 
joyed her perfect confidence, carried her venerated 
corpse to the rirer, washed it, and laid her out for buriaj. 
She was borne with a respect and ceremony surpassing 
all tbe pomp and splendour that had ever attended any 
public appearance of hers in her lifetime, on the 
shoulders of the great aod noble of Faisibdd, from the 
rirer to the Jawdhir Bdgb, a distance of two miles, 
while the pious r|peated the creed, counted iheintheads 
and sent up to heaven their cries, calling on the name 
*of God: and round her bier walked servants, scattering 
silver and gold for the repose of her sotil with a lavish 
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band tbat enriclied the needj aod reliered the poor. 
This garden stands on the south of the Fort of PaiZ' 
ibdd near the breastwork of the fortified city* wall. 
JawUbir ^Ali £hao, the Begam^e fonoer ndzir, had laid 
it out hicDself at her request, and there were sereral 
buildings iu it. In the middle was a b^rahdari which 
he made, where the Begam was in the habit sittiug 
when she went out for pleasure, and she used to say 
that this was « m&rreUously loTelj place aud no spot 
seeracd eo delightful to her as this. She constantly 
made use of expressions snch as these. It was geueraU 
Ty thought that, when her time came, she would be 
buried beside Naw^ Sbnji'a’ddaulah m the Gulib 
Bdti, but when she set apart three laha of rupees to 
build beraelf a last resting place, it was found that she 
did not wish to be laid there, because that spot had 
been amply adorned with buildings and no addition 
seemed necessary. So Ddnlb ^Ali opened, the 

earth in the bdrsUdari at the rery spot where she liaed 
to sit, spread below her some sacred dost which hac^ 
been brought from tbe Karbala by pilgrims and kept 
for long years in'store for this occasion, and Laid her 
on it to rest: and a ihoosancl men sat all night long 
reading the sacred word till day dawned and the sba^ 
dows fied. 

Tbocgti ItndS and ohildrea, riebw, pomp, aad power 
Thioa Co tbe margin of tbe grmve shcold be, 

ThcDgb frieoda opoa tby biw tbeir tears eboold ohovec^ 

£{oiie etajs to ihan tbj nanov home with thee. 

^ No more tbeir feet vith thae tbe path tball tread, 

Btit eU tron thea their itape retrS&iog part: 

Be thoa in dream <a trance, iliTt or daad, 

Howe'er tboa art, henceforth alone thou art; * 
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PljMrd tbj aommel pipa tad bold tbj bmtb. 

And aat tba do^ tbat weight! tby bmpiag foot: 
c Where Hib thov beldeet hat io fee of E>«otb^ *' 

To be or doI to it» no boo^ ^ 

Tbe briTe who bnoee beert to beer bit voee 

Needt doable beert to bid the world edien : 
r Bet be who liTiBg still the world fbrefoes, 

« Cots off tbs fee of Deetb eod lites enow. 

Fnll taeoj en iron frinw of noblest tooald 

Berth betb deroored enud e BetioA*B erics: 

Bid, if tboQ w3t, the wooab of eertb mfbid, 

Noogbt bot tbe doet of men AmW greet ibj ejes. 

Where ere Jemebod, FeHddn ud Zobik 1 

Whet ooUt dost I Below tbo sod tbej He. 

If 10 ere bnl dost vpoo tbe flood. Aleek I 

Tbo flood ebet qniekoBe been ns but to dis. 

Nods srsr boerd tbe ligul to dopert 

Bet been eeao Bight tbe bell bit tnrDrooni toth 
tf dost to doet ntun, wb^ breek tbj beert 1 
Bor of tb^ lift eeve doeih there k no goel. 

When all the ceremonie# for tbe btirfal of tbe deed 


were ower, Ddrib *A\i eppoioted Quri^n^readers 

to dit At ber grawo, and all retnroed te tbeir home# 
and betboQgbt tbemselvea of tbeir owe affure, especi¬ 
ally those upoD wboxn tbe Begam bad spent labs of 
rapees and whora abe bad cared for as if they bad been 
her children. 'While sbe was jtt alire they bad said 
that they wished they might die before her and not lire 
to soe this fatal day; that, if they had tbe misfortune 
to surrire ber^ they would resign tbe world and deroto 
tbeir lives to prayer, or go to the Sacred Tomb aud 


return DO more to ladia; but when she died, tbejlaj 
down at tbeir ease ^d slept, and wbeu it was morning 


they went to tbe tomb as if mere strangers, repeated 


the Fitiba, and returned borne. Not one of them was 
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seen to elied a tear and tbeir only thought 'was of 
tooney and jewels, coopUioiDg that all her vpoalth and 
money ehould pats lo the Eogliah, and cogitating how. 
the} could cany off something; but they could not lay 
bands on anything. 

Akbar *Ali Kbio, the elder of the Begam's nephows, 
who bad long been labouring nnder a fatal disease, died 
about this time. The yonnger, A^ghar 'Ali Eh&n, al« 
tbongh be wept much, left bis house, which be bad 
built in splendid style, after a fortnight, and went to 
Lucknow. HU relatiree one afUr another followed 
him. 

Mirta Muhammad Nasir Klidn, the elder brother of 
Mirza Muhammad Taqi Ehda, wbo bad gone to Luck* 
DOW for sixteen days to bid Mr. Baillie good*bye, 
remained at Lucknow after tlko Begam's death. The 
fiegam had greatly desired that Faitibdd should cou* 
tinue to prosper ai^er her death, and that her rolatires 
and their deiceudaDis sliould continue to reside in that 
city, and her name be perpetuated. With a view to 
this she had entered a monthly stipend for each in the 
deed which she gare to the English: but her wish was 
not fulfilled. 

On the erening of the second day after her death 
Aghd Muhammad Taql Ebiu came to see Ddrdb *Ali 
Ebdo. I waa present The Xgbi aat down in the 
chief seat, three friende dropped in. Ddrih 

^Ali Khdn asked to he left alone with the Agbi and so 
the rest of ua esme down stairs. Dirdb *AU Ehdn 
proditced the Begam’a will and read it to the AghA 
When we went np again an hoot later, we found the 
latter utterly dgeeted and out of heart We did not 
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"know yikj, but we tbooght tbftt it was another matter 
wbi^b ejected him; that his stipend was the largest 
and jet his son was authorized to draw the money, 
whereas we found ont that Ms Tdsation was caused* by 
finding from the perusal of the will that its provision!* 
^ were wholly contrary to bis Mpestationa He left after 
some boQrs and from this time he began to evineo an 
estrangement from D^r&b 'A]| Kbdn and to speak of 
him in terms inconsistent with the brotherly relation* 
ship which he had established with Mm under the 
sanction of religious ties. 

On the third day a company of British troops came 
from Sakrora, north of the Gb^a, and entered Fait* 
6 bid to guard the property and treasure of the deceased ? 
and here and there, whore there was treasure and other 
moveal le property, one or two guards of Company'a 
troops were posted. 

At this juncture soother wholly uoezpeoted event 
took place, one which was beyond calculation. Tlie 
etory is tbie. 

Id ShujA'u'ddaulnh's time, there was a macebearer 
Atuok 00 SU\h named Miras, an old aervant of 
Sa'dclkh. Jawjthlr *Ali ^bao's, who was or¬ 

dered to recruit two hundred moo. He enHsted that 
number and appointed three ooc-comsniasioned officers, 
QAeim Ebds, Shekb BdlA and She|ch Sa^dollab. After 
HAfis Babmat EbAn’s defeat, when the horses of the 
Afghan stables were carried off as booty, three hundred 
of them were made orer to Jaw&bir Ali Eh^n. JawA* 
hir AU Ebin asked the Begam^s permission at Baisanli, 
^d mounted those two hundred men oa these horses, 
making them Char helot. This is a Hindi term uabd 
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to denoto footmen frho reemre small pay and are 
moiiDted on their master's horses for purposes of es^rt, 
the paster proriding the horses with corn and grasa. 
The Naw&b Waair died on his return to Faisabid, 
MuVhrdru’ddaulah then, as he entertained a grudge 
against the Begap, removed these man from Jawdhir ^ 
*AU Khdn’s control, and poeted them to Gotakbpur. 
After the murder of h^^hUru'ddaulab, Haidar. Beg 
Klidn dismissed these men when be came into power, 
and sent theiv horses Into the Nawdb's stables. The 
three non •commissioned officers, when their services were 
dispensed with, emoe to Faizdbdd, and AVbwand Ah¬ 
mad ^Ali employed them with Jawdhir ^Ali 
permistion nnd sent them to Salon. Qisim Khdn was 
a drunkard and liis drunkenness led to his dismissal. 
Bdli Khdn ran away. Shekb $A‘dul)ali remained, but 
went to AlUhiluid, his native place, when the j^gfts 
wore condscated. On the occaaiott of Mr. Hastiaga' 
visit, Nawdh Xsafu'ddaulaU went to Allah^bid to moet 
him. Here Shekh Sa'dullah and his brother turned 
out on horseback to salute the NawAb 'Wasfr, who 
asked them where tliey bad come from. Shekb Sa‘dulUb 
said: ''we come froTH tbe Dakban." The KawAb told 
bis orderly, Qbauff, to bring them with liim. He 
brought them to Lucknow, where they lost months 
with him and touched not a penny o£ pay. The Be- 
'gam's jdgirs were restored about this time and Shekb 
Sa‘duUah lef^ without reporting bis departare, came to 
FaizAbAd and entered Jawihir ‘AU Kbdn’s service. He 
rose^fter Akbwand Ahmad ^Ali's death, and beld com¬ 
mand of four hundred foot and fifty 'cavalry. To DArdb 
'All EbAn’s time be came to bold tbe fiirm of Salon, 

* * f* 

Awadb, and Gondah, and adopted a practice of bsilio^ 
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laodboldera and monej-lendlag, and other reprehensible 
practices, until he at last became proprietor of tents 
and horses and other signs of wealth. He became so 
proud that he could not contain blmself, and he worried 
his subordinates aud disheartened them to such an 
' extent that they began to seek Ids overthrow. He was 
appointed to keep watch and ward at the Bahu Drgain^s 
palace and thus attracted her ^notice, and no one could 
then TQRtvre to oppose him. He kept bSck something 
from the pay, perquisites, and rewards of the sepovs 
under him, but they kept an account on paper of all 
that he kept back. A week after the Begam’s death 
four hundred of these sepoys rose in a body and fell 
upon him. He managed on some pretence to come to 
DdrAb *Ali 5^^°* ^°d threw himself on the ground. 
Ddrdb ^Ali Kh^n tried to save him and bid him inside 
his house. He did his utmost to keep him safe: told 
off a 'Company of British troops to quell the mutineers, 
aad prepared to render assistance himself with his own 
force which was more than five hundred strong. This 
state of tension continued for some days and niglits, but 
the atmosphere gradually cleared up: a claim made by 
his sons by his first wife for their mother’s dowry had 
been for a' long time pending. In this matter also 
Ddrib ‘Ali Khin came to his rescue and protected him. 

The base and ungrateful wretch bad, immediately 
after the Bahu Begam’a death and before this mutiny 
of the sepoys, sent one petition to the Naw&b Wazir 
and another to Afrln *A)i Kb in, f^dzim of the Siibab, 
saying that he possessed the fullest information ^s to 
the deceased Begihn’s treasure; that all her money 
qpd property had been under the guard of his men; 
lind that be also knew all the embezzlements of her 
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* property wUch Dirdb Kbdn bad committed: that, 
as be lisd beeo at oae time in Sbuj&^u’ddaulab^s serrice^ 
aD(^bad beea afterwards appointed to Paizdbdd by ^saf* 
u'd<^uUb, be vould, if be received orders, arrest Di4r4b 
*Ali Eb&D and produce bim at Luckoow. He waa 
foolish enough to send these peUtions to his sons, wbo 
were in L nek now pressing their claim against him. He 
also sent some gold coins ns a preaeot, They at once 
appropriated ^be coin afid showed the letters to the 
dismissed sepoys, who bad come to Lucknow to seek 
for employment. They obtained the petitions frona him 
on some pretext and carried them to Dirib ^Ali ^bin, 
whose eyes were opened to bis trMcbery. He now 
drove him from bis presence and cut bim. 

Throughout this critical situation Mirsa Sbih Mfr, 
nephew and son'in taw of Muhammad Tac^i Khio, and 
bis followers sided with Dirib 'All Eh in, and shared 
his sleeplessness and anxiety. They worked bard^ and 
endured the same hardshipe for two days and nights. 
This cemented a strong friendship between them. The 
fact became known io the city. After a week a quarrel 
took place between the nephew and uncle abom some 
family matters; and not merely did they cease to apeak 
to each other, hut their several followers carried arms 
and were prepared to fight. Perhaps some of Dirib 
*A]i !^hin*s retaicerB may have been moving about 
among them watching the game. Anyhow, a servant 
of (be Agbi's came to Dirib *Ali Ehin and demanded 
why, when Mfrsa Sbdb Mir waa the A^i’e son, Dirib 
*Ali Ehin’e servants turned oat armed to take his park 
Dirilf *Ali ^bin aeot him back to e^y that there was 
Some mistake, he knew nothing of this, and even if 
there had been any one, it was only as a spectator hi 
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h&d gone; that only a few <3ays before that there had 
been a dispnte between She^ Sa^dullah and his ser- 
ysD^, and hundreds of the Agh^l’s men had como' to 
his door, eajiug they had come by their master's opder 
to bach the Shekh’s servants, yet he bad not beHeved 
^ that for a moment nor sent any remonatrance to the 
Agh^: now why sbouid the Aghh be moved by the 
tongues of the comraoo people who loved to make mis* 
chief; that the aifair was om between {he Aglid and 
hie 5on*m law. AVhen Muhammad Taqf Kli^n heard 
this reply, be grew doubly enraged, and, although it 
was after sunset, and it was raining out of season, be 
set out for Lucknow without even preparing for the 
journey. His companions and servants started in a 
hufty and worry some before and some after him. 
1 smd to Ddrdb ‘All Kbin, when the Xghd was passing 
olose to his house, that it would be only friendly if be 
went out and stopped him, ^hy should 1 ” said Di* 
rdb ^AU Khdn, go to stop him, when be has several 
days ago cut me dead?’' I could not venture to say 
more. When the Xgb^ oame near Lucknow, Mr. 
Stracbey, who was coining from Lucknow to take over 
the Bahu Begam's estate, met him: and he returoed 
with tliat gentleman to Faizibid. When Mr. Stracbey 
left Faizdbdd, he too left and went to Lucknow, and 
he is still living in Lucknow at the date of my writing 
this history, 123S A.H. [1818 A.D.], 

Two days after the Bahu Begam's death a company* 
of British troops arrived in Fajz^bdd, entered the fort, 
and mounted guard at tlie three gates and on tlie north 
at the river side. ^Their arrival had been arranged for. 
When Mr. Bail lie came to Fniz^b4d and the Seeds were* 
'tirawD up, it occurred to Dirib *Ali Khia that,, as th$ 
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Beg&m was very oldj sbo might die suddcoly like the 
Kaw^h 6^am, who passed away while bowing in prayer, 
and Naw^b Yaminn’ddaulah might hurry from Luckhow, 
post hifi own troops round Che palace, and in plaees 
where treasure was kept; Chat it would be difficult to. 
remove them afterwards and dispute the estate, and ^ 
ihe negotiacions and conteociona which wou^d result 
would last over years and monchi, and meanwhile the 
Begum’s dependents wcfuld be in struts for want of 
their allowances and boeome scattered. Mr. Baillia 
there tore wrote to the officers comm and lag British 
troops in places near Faiadbdd, lath ^ Sakrora in the 
north and Sultdnpiir in the south, telling them that, 
the moiBeat a camel-trooper came from Dirib *A)i Kb in 
to summon them, they were to hurry like lighUun'g 
nr the wind to Faitibdd. As the person who Imd 
caused all these auegiTings bad died a year and a>half 
before, and Nawib Qhdelci’ddin Haidar gave these 
affairs no thought, there was no need to summon the 
troopS} but as the more bad been agreed upon it was 
carried out It was necessary to send the cam el-trooper 
and, before undertaking the arrangemeots for the fune* 
val, Dirib Shin sent him and cdled in the 
English troopa The people of the city were accustom^ 
ed to unmolested quiet, and there were amoug them 
many sepoys thrown out of employment. The English 
fioldiers and sepoys commitced acts of oppression on 
passers-by and on shopkeepers for their own conveni* 
ence. This tyranny was all laid by the people to Dirib 
'AH Ehin’s charge, saying that, if he had not sent for 
the English troops aod the Kawib^Wazir’s agents had 
been in the city, there would have been none of this 
vexatious conduct, lliey talked wildly, and said all 
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sorta of tljmgs, especially to the sepoy a, because they 
tad lost their livelihood, and they did not know* that 
whe% a master dies hie servants are dismissed, and that 
Dirib *Ali Kb^n had now no reason for keeping tbem 
oa. 

I pass over the arrival of the Nawib Wazic’s son 
and Raiczin *Ali Kliin in Faizdbid, their inquiry into 
Dirib ^Ali Kbio’s embmlements of various kinds, the 
failure to prove any, the subsequent visit of the Nawib 
Wftzic's son to Dirib *AIi Khin^s house, the Khin's 
presenting to him trays of valuables, and bis return to 
Lucknow, and the disappointment of those who had 
charged Dirib *Ali Khio with embezzlement. It is a 
loog story and 1 do not think it necessary to narrate it. 

The management of the Begam^s remained 

in Dirih ‘AH Khin’s bands. He sent in bis resignation 
three times to the Nawih Wadr, but it was not accept* 
ed. He then addressed kdr. Str&cbey ,and begged him 
to use bis influence that the rosignation might be ac« 
cepted. The Resident asked him why lie was so 
anxious to resign, and assured him that, if be distrusted 
the l^awib Wasfr, be would guaruutee to him that 
nothing irregular would be done nor would any act of 
bad faith be committed. Ddrib ‘Ali i^hdn replied that 
be bad been accustomed to act as the Qegam’s agent, 
but be bad really been master; that he could not hope 
tabe in the same position now under the Nawdb WaaiV) 
end be did not deem it proper to have to invoke the 
aid of the English about every little matter that might 
arise between him ^nd the Nawdb Wazlr; that, tlfenks 
to the Bahu Bcgam, he bad accumulated enough to 
eaffice for the wants of the short term of life now left 
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io liim, and the Company had also fixed a monthly 
stipetld for him; he wasted notbiog more. The Rest* 
dent waa pleased to find him ao contented and prortfiaed 
to move in hU behalf. When be returned to Lucknow 
he induced tbe Nawib Wes(r to accept the resignation. 

The Rbdn now devoted bU leisure to tbe building of ^ 
tbe Baku Begam’a tomb and performing the ceremonies 
of Fitiba and ^Urs, and attending to tbe lighting of 
her tomb; and be passed*nigbt and day in rigid religi* 
ous observances, tbe study of commentaries ou the 
Qurdn and of tbe sayings of tbe Prophet, and tbe com¬ 
pany of learned men, poets, and masters of every art. 
EJe took so great an interest io tbe surviving servants 
of tbe Begsm'i bouse and other persons who bad a 
claim on bis heart and bis thoughts, that in a abort 
time young and old forgot their sorrow for tbe do par- 
lure of tbeir great benefactress. He was kind, thought¬ 
ful, and affable as be had altvaya been, and ans|rered 
the roughest with mildness, and struggled to check all 
anger and ill-temper. He often said that be had now 
nothing left to wish for in this world but two things r 
one, to complete the Begam's mausoleum according to 
her desire: tbe other, to go to Lucknow once and 
obtain a private Interview with tbe Nawdb Wazir, that 
be ought oQce for all asanre him of bis loyalty and 
remove from bis heart all misimpressions which self- 
seekers bad endeavoured to create. In 12S2 A.H. 
[1817 A.D.] in tbe month of Kabi‘u*ss4oi, when hs 
went to Lucknow to pay bis respects to tbe Governor, 
he left me behind him, while be returned to Faieib4d 
for asms reason, to arrange for his^ interview with the 
Nawdb Wasfr^ but many a wish is doomed to disap¬ 
pointment, and bis two wishes were not fulfilled, and 
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lie earned Che regret of them to the grave. He had 
lived to the age of 6t^y'eight years and had ip this'spao 
ezpGiienoed disappointments. Xq 1214 A.H. [1799 
A.D.] he had adopted his younger brother's sod, A«lad 
of sevsQ years, circumcised him, arranged for his 
^ toarriage, placed him under a tutor, and when the youth 
WAS in his twelfth year and was affordiug promise of 
iutelligence and goodness, be caught cold aud was 
carried oS by a fever. Soure years aft^r he bought 
several Habsbl boys, and he put one of them in the 
position of the lad who had died and did for him all 
that he bad done for the other. Although this Habshi 
had not any personal dignity or high bearing, he was 
grateful to his benefactor and true to his friends. Ha 
died In Jam4di,u’f|dni of the year 12^ A.H. [1817 
AuD.]. There was also Mabbiih ‘All, a euauch, with 
whom D4r4b *Ali Kbdu, had a waim friendship. He 
was free and easy-goiog, and passionately fond of mnsic 
and sin^ng. He was himself prodcient Id both, and 
devoted night and day to these pleasures. If be heard 
a professional singer sing, or one came to the city, he 
invited him to his house, profited by his art, and made 
him presents of money and dress. He became a tho* 
rough Bobemiau, and thought of nothing else in the 
• world but such occupations. He was an eloq^aent 
talker aud charmed listeners with his conversation. 
Several times be left the Begam's darbdr without per- 
mission, was arrested and brought back, but the Bahu 
Begam and Dirib 'Ali Kbiu never punished him as he 
deserved. They winked at his misbehaviour. This 
was altogether owing to his manner, which was inyesiS' 
^bly winning. Withal he was very much afraid of 
^^th. Though every one living is dejected at the 
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proapect of that erent, he wa& bo poBseased with the 
borrd^ of it, that if anj one hy fbrgetfolcess or misad* 
venture uttered the word ** death/’ fear eaat its slutdovr 
over hia heart for days, and hence he waa very particu¬ 
lar that DO one ahould meotton the word in bis presence. 
Here some Teraea from Nidm Hirdti’s Maioavi, "Ydsaf- 
CKZulaikhi ” have occurred to me, which are very 
appropriate, and 1 quote them:— 

' 1. 

How ipurUiof ij tb« roddj wioo 
Of iU bowqott fWMt : 

But iBoet wa teel itt potaut ebarma* 

Wbau joatb tad plawiuv neat. 

2. 

Yai in tby yonib atpoid avoaaa, 

Tha abaaa of aobor aga: 

Tiota »M whan prida obaoarad wj oiiod 

1b loifi unbridlad rage • 

a. 

Tban Tirt«a Bad at oy approaoh 
And Tiea my praaaoco bailod: 

Id ma waa rootad raoklaatnaat 
And ealloDBiam pranBad. 

4 . 

No faar bad 1 of wrath of Qod, 

By nyai uoBaa bafoolad: 

A tborn a nwi^ a nwe wat daw, 

WbUa aaoM ny booom nlad. 

5. 

^ If bap tjia braath of godJioaae 

Bmlbad o’ar aay faratad Mad, 

Afl wisa grova pala whao it k atala 

With abame my ootoor flod. * 
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6 . 

Id eager baaU of joy to teste 

My bead was tarcsd irith prldo: 
Ueo gSTS me op as one a. cup, 

TVbeo empty, thrusts aside. 

7. 

la folly's rout cn j breath blew out 
The light that wisdom abed : 

171th Tioioue spito I fled from tight 
Oo pa&doa’s pinlon^sped. ^ 


like lamp alight my heart each night 
Glowed by the wine oup fed : 

By aa^Uh wrung each morning buog 
Upon my breast my head. 


If oloimed the Book of God my look, 

I noth log seeing saw, 

For Terror’s dart trassfixed my heart 
Before His holy law. 

10 . 

From house of prayor like lion's lair 
I fled inspired with dread : 

The ohauoel seemed a sw^d that gleamed 
O’er my deroted head. 


The oall to prayer I signal made 
To wake the voice of song: 
The gurgling vine my orison 
Id BacohanaUan throng. 

IS. 

Ifknee 1 beoC, 'twas with rutect 
To fhun the face of God: 

If eye I raised, it was to court 
Uy fellow creatun'a nod. 
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13. 

Wbilt bound hj Tontb'e dilushe * 
I Ti«irod Old Ago uilh ie<m, 
ForgoUing hov nj fioklo frivid 
Fcmkei both rim ud them. 

14. 

Foob fcu bie boJojos doyo of Fouth. 

Bat Toatb ii like tbo nigbt: 

Wbw Nigbt oug 9jm lo ilw&ber muIi 
* 6 be Uket bor ftooltb; flight. 

15. 

Yontb'i dialing fiinea obwt* otu 
like ID eaebeotrea hir: * 

Like tbe naw moon no eoooa eoen 
Tbia TioUhed Into eir. 

16. 

I bUoe not ^irntb, f 6 r ;onth tbe Are 
To poet’e eong ivperte; 

Cuelou end gij in 7 ontb«*ttuKi iri 
A vreok vheo jMh depirta. 

17. 

Soon u 07 d* 7 i of jontb hid pcened 
Tbe world's illuremeote eoeied; 
kfo more wa p^oon bioe (0 ae 
Kor ewMt tbe diiatj feiet 

18. 

Old Age, life’s winter, id kii irme 
Embneiog held me fut, 

And abed 017 pride m leiTea are ehed 
Of trees bj wintry bluU 

10 . 

Tbe verj eaelX of wine would now 
klj feeble bain sxate: * 
lu foma, a smoke obecora a flame, 
Bedim mf filing sight. 
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20 . 

ShiD9S liicd tlie 8uu trfisblicg hcftd,* 
Denuded of its h&ir: 

Mj limbs 8kre reitless m the itare 
Betolving m ibe air, 

21 . 

7ba»e lips that loTod the wine to drain 
hfj rueful fiogoia amlta: 

And heayy dovuvard my hcad^ 

That eret epith wine vaa light. 


Ky heart that ebone a mirror bright 
Is clouded o'er with dust: 

Uy tongue, a avord onoo Veen of edge, 
Corroded la with luet. 


Where once a nosegay in my braaet 
1 wore, repeounoe site, 

And tbroDgb the warp of Ufa rogret 
Like weaTor'e ebottle flita. 


My boart a ceoeer le: the flacnee 
Of eelf^oontempt arise: 

And whan 1 would that teare might flow, 
Ita smoke obstructs toy eyes. 

25. 

Deranged the parts that fitted well, 

Hy frame is oot of gear: 

And out baa died the cheerful fire : 

Ita place is cold and drear. 

25 . 

So thin am I by alow decay 
Defith will unable be 
Without the aid of opCio glass 
My meagre form to see. 




a?. 

Tet to Ute irarM’f oonoerw oy b«art 
8« olmtinaf^Ty dCo^ 

Tbat bop* wi]l rlw bajoad tba nwge 
Of UMspaetad tbbg& 


Wh«o I bacblok mo T Boat Imt« 
Sen)* ikj tbii gwdtQ flUr, 
^trecnbU lib* ^nab«d fUnn 
TtjBobMl fay tba viotry tir. 


y«* bUme coa sat tba tbaaght af dMth 
.^faoald woaa ma mob ditwW; 

For DO* of lift r mJfta 
The olur priedaatuaaa. 

dO. 

Soma vikb ponula of oooraga bida 
A ortTas b«art baufalb : 

A poUbard U bia baart irbo iho«a 
A paarl batitato bit taath. 

81. 

Afiiiati^ os K-ihort to inpraaa 
Ha faan not daatb, ooi ba. 

Ha cannot oiova bit l4M»gua bat tbla 
Bij ampty boaal muat ba: 

88 . 

" WhaC*a daatb f ona if bara on aa’’th 
Or Dodanaatfa I aaL” 

Bat vail tba visa tba aaorat bnov: 

Hja eoonga ii n abam, 

38. 

Ho patriareb for all bis days 
Sat ftlt bis oonraga fail i 

Can I tfaen b^a tho foa to ftca 
And set vith terror qoall 
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84. 

If DU tkcr» U viU i»n to uj : 

** I do BOt to dj%” 

£'0D tbongfa ho drow Ifeontb'a brootb, 

1 oaU bit irord* t lit.* 

38. 

Wbtt Ihonftb bit lipt thonld fflifa to ting 
Tbt mtny rcoodtltf^ 

Tbo tight ibit frott hit boton rite 
A itriohu bevi bftrtj. ^ 

36. 

Come, fin t bovi to oboer mj toul; 

Tbotgb Dettb io tmboeh vtit, 

Aod with bit dtH woidd itrike betrC* 
Twin life tnow ooeUo. 



87. 

To tmotber etre ud joje repair 
A brlmaiog betkar gift: 

The tide ebtU rBih witb kiedlipg blotb 
, And mj diy booei thtll Utc 

la the year 1388 A.H. [1816 A.D.] the atmotphere 
of Luckaow becAme Tituited aod guch a eteach pre« 
Tailed that ni^bt and day huiidredi of oorpaeg were 
being carried out of erery atreet. Any one who ate rice 
at night, Tomited in the moroiog and died, and tbe 
number of the tick wae beyond all oomputatfon. After 
elaying its thousande the peatilence became lesa severe 
at Lucknow, and calling in at several villages and towns 
on its way and preying on their inhabitants, it estab¬ 
lished itself for a time at Fatafibdd. When it had slain 
only two or three, it tamed its attention to Mahbdb 

o n* mdiog ta Uu Wa. u daboUfc, Ifaai ik tho cop; of tbo waploto 
M«m which 1 hovo ooaoc h oS a SodWbL Obo pooiiblo roodlsg veoJd Nqaho mo 
to Mo^ta tUo Hm : " H« aaaot Q«d diiy i * oofe ! igboca to tbo lood^og al* 
f«kd7 ce pogo 966, tor tbo poiat ba in ibo ^ tbat Chtiot pr»ji4 thW too 

9P Bk^hl pool rr^ Bin, topwing fibak oiv Bo» vboa (bo grooo eoaU dM luop, 
OoaBkfrao doatL 




^AUj^nd, like ft sudden cat&aalt/, the e&smj, who can* 
nof be diverted bj teers or force or money, fell i>poB 
btCD unprep&red while wrftpt in bis music and bis songs, 
and carried him off in a daj. D&rib ‘Ali Kb^ was 
suffering with a pain io bts bead when he beard of 
Mabbdb ^AU’s death, and be said: **Let utsee what* 
friends the Simoom wilt sweep away.** His *cheerAli¬ 
ne bs forsook him. He had not recovered from this 
blow when fbe enemy laid bis band upon Sulp&n ^Ali 
Xbio, his adopted son, who bad joet returned bringiog 
with him from the west aome swifl and handsome hors¬ 
es at the cost of several thousands of *rupeeB, and was 
busy looking after them and feeding hie heart with 
the sight of them morning end evening. The best phy¬ 
sicians did tbeir utmost to save bim. They sprinkled 
bitn with cold water and rose water: hut the heat of 
his body only grew more io tense. The poet Sa^di 
says 

** Doctors srs vsie «ben dosth is at tbs door t 
" Ssoh triod spooiflo aotks M voot oo tsora 
" PrMtiei and biodiaf drugs sffsots tbs Mas 
“ Prodooo, sad wsUr fiisds like tbs Asms; ” 
and tbs pestilence carried bim off after nine or ten days. 
These two deaths filled D&rib ^Ali Khan’s heart with 
grief and he grew despondent and indifferent to his 
own condition. He was too reserved to give voice to 
his feelings, but those who had their eyes open could 
see that the sorrow for the loss of these two friends was 
too deeply seated to pass away. 

Two months or so before this an abscess bad 
formed on the upper part of the deft side of his chest 
near the heart. It caused him discomfort. The physi¬ 
cians and surgeons aaid that there were two courses of 
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treatmdQt open, oither to open the abscess and pon^ic the 
matter to discharge itself or to reduce it without letting 
the matter out. DArdb ^Ali Khdn ]eariiL>d that the 
Brst would in voire great delay and trouble and he 
ordered them to try the second method. This courae 
^ was adopted. As the purnlent matter wanted an outlet, 
it now ^turned inwards, and gradually a difficulty of 
breathing ensued, aecoenpaoied by a slight pain. Al* 
though he sometimes complaiDed of the p^n, his whole 
attention was not given to its relief. For a year before 
this he had had a cough. One evening he was reading 
a masnavi of JSfauUna Rum* and he was siezed with 
ao violent a fit of coughing that ho could not read. He 
Mnded me the book. I said to him that, when he had 
wealth and physicians were among bis servants, be 
should not neglect his health. He answered with the 
txtmoet indifference: ‘'All righh I intend to take a 
purgative." Then came the news that the Governor 
was coming from the south and repeated letters came 
from Fandh 'Ali Beg, the court agent, and from the 
Resident, pressing him to come to Lucknow and meet 
him. He bad to go, and so he went to Lucknow. He 
returned, after a stay of sir days, to Paizdbdd and took 
the purgative. It did him no good. One day in Rajjab 
1233 A.H, [1818 A,D,] he coughed very violently and 
vomited. He put up so much blood that he fainted and 
.people thought he was dying. A stopping of the pulse, 
.coldnese of the extremities, absence of signs of respira¬ 
tion, and all the signs of death were observable. 
Those who saw him despaired of him and began to make 
.a loud noise with ^heir mourning, but he opened hie 


• S6<Di. 
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eyes* and comforted tlic mouraers. A similar attack 
ocpurred two days after, and tke amount of blocyi be 
pu^ op OQ (bese two occasiooa was in all about fear 
pounds. 

I 

It is true, as these two occurrences show, that the# 
tbvead of life is no stronger than a spider’s eveb, aud 
the world is not more lasting than the creation of a 
talisman, buf the actual ^experience was coming, and 
knew it. He sent for Mir Najaf ^Ali Fdtil, in whom 
dwelt naturalI 7 , and not bj mere cultiratiou, all good 
and pure qualities, the son of bis owa old tutor, and 
ozpreseed his repentance, forsook all sins, deadly or 
▼euial, and renonneed all tbe evil passions of the bumau 
heart. He began to dispense charity and do good 
works. He gare away gold and ailrer, clothes, ele« 
phants, and horses to the poor and needy. Ho trusted 
no one, but gave them away himself, and bad the Tory 
food be distributed to the poor cooked In *his own pre« 
sence. This condoned till tbe momeot he expired. 
He became so weak that he conld not rise or sit down 
or walk without assistance. He adopted two nnusual 
practices now. One was that be insisted on tbe con¬ 
tinual presence of slk his servants and his friends with 
him. If any of them were absent, even on any urgent 
necessity for a day or two, he was very displeased, and 
he dismissed some servaote on this account. The other 
was that he fouod fault with any one who uttered a 
word that did not fall in with bis idesis. Three or fpur 
, physicians attended him day and night: and seretal of 
his ^ends came and steyed in the bonse with him. 

'While he was in this state, be moved to the 
' Dilkusbi, which ie near the Guptdr Gh&t overlooking 
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the Tiy&t, which he bed built and laid oat at a c^at of 
sixtj thouaaad rupees. He ordered all hie aerTaoCa, 
new and old, to come aod etaj with him there, and said 
he would dismiss an^ ooe who Tcntared to go houie*for 
ooe moment. He remained eeveoteeQ days there and 
^ then returned to bis bouie. He sent reports regularly 
aa to bis* condldon to Kawib Qhdtiuddin Haidar, and 
he received kind repliee. He was careful to observe 
the five hours of prayer. * * 

Two or three days before the 'Id of Ramedn the 
soles of his feet became swollen and be lost all hope 
and knew that 6is time was ap. Be bad alwaye said 
that there was no better tbiog in the world than charity, 
aod that, as tbe raoathly allowance be drew from the 
Company was enough for him, be would spend what* 
ever be bad saved os the poor. A year before his 
death 1 had written a note and banded U to him, citing 
the Hegam ns an example, and advising him to follow 
it and execute a will. He thought over It two or tliree 
days and then said to me that once a man dies he has 
nothing to do with the world: he cannot return, so let 
happen what will: whatever the Begam did she did to 
perpetuate her memory, not foe any good that it did 
her. He put the matter off is this fashion, and made 
no disposition of bis property. Through out bis illness, 
although bis bodily strength failed, bis mental faculties 
were unimpaired, and he had control of all hia powers, 
but eventually a blister rose upon his tongue and he 
began to stutter. On Saturday, the 5ch of Sbawwdl, 
123$ A.H. [LSI8 A.D.] this symptom disappeared in 
the morning and he seemed to recover. He spoke 
^eeJy to his friends and they were delighted to notice 
the improvement ta bis coadidoa ^ben X went to viaic 
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2)im, I noticed tlus soott ds 1 cacoe to tbe door, and I 
hear^ bim remark to some one that I was late* zb 
^ o&iog. MfrzA Fid^ Hosen whispered to me that tbia 
reTfval of a peraoQ who showed all tbe signs of death 
was bejoad bis comprehensioD; that people recovered 
gradually from chronic ailments, and this sadden • 
recovery portended a fatal issue. When I cams hack in 
the aitern 000,1 found that the weakness had returned, 
even increased, and I w9s at a loss to comprehend 
His coudition remained tbe same on Sunday. Nigbt 
came OB. About 3 a.m. on hionday the doctors came 
in. One felt for his pulse and found it ia the right band, 
after a long interval, weak ns a thread. It was wholly 
imperceptible in the lef%. He sat down in silence. 
Another tried bis pulse and sat down in silence. D&rdb 
'All Kb&n asked him bow he was ? All’s well, thank 
Qod," said be. Mir Murtasa, who was his regular medi¬ 
cal attendant, came and sat down near him. Dirdb ^Ali 
Kbdn said to him: “You see how 1 am. But there ia 
^‘much phlegm in my chest and I am so weak I cannot 
cough it up. Yon must try and afford me some 
relief.” To this his physician replied: “You must 
** now look to God. Your case is beyond medical relief; 
'^all that we can do baa been done.” TVben he heard 
this sentence, be sent for M(r Akbac 'All, his treasurer. 
His intention had been ever since be had been seized 
with this illness to divide out a lak of rupees among 
his servants and do what he pleased vrith the rest of his 
money. On Saturday, the 5th Shaww^l, when he first 
experienced some relief, he sent for Muushi Sabhin 'ALi 
Ehdi?, and drew up a list of servants and dependents 
and allotted them various gratuities, and he intended 
to send this to the Eesident at Lucknow: but when h^ 
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reraemb^red th&t the Begafo’d servants and dependent? 
had left Faiz^b^id and become scattered notwithstanding 
the provision she had made for them, be tore up the 
paper or left it with tbe hfuashi. He then drew lip a 
document and forwarded it to the Resident at Lucknow, 
to the effect that his savings, to an amount which be 
specified*, were to be invested with the Company as 
trustees; that his brother R^ja Bodh Singh was to 
draw the interest, and he bequeathed te his brother 
his monthly allowance of four thousand rupees and all 
the rest of his estate,, from which he was to maintain 
his servants, with complete power to allot allowances 
and to retain or cut off whom he pleased. When he 
sent for Mir Akhar ^Ali, he called for money and divided 
it out among his attendants. As it was then about 
S A.K, many were absent, and so some got their share 
and some did not. They say that a scramble took 
pkcorand whatever any one could grab he took, as if it 
were his father’s property he was carrying oS. lo the 
morning Mir KawAb F&zil began to read the Qurdn and 
Ddr^b ^Ali Ehin told bim to read only the Sjdrah Yiein 
and then bo stopped bim. About 8 am. of that day^ 
Monday, the 7th Shawwil 1233 A.H. [1818 A.D.] be 
asked for food, He ate more than usual, ai;d lay 
down i then turned over and died. 

As eunuchs have no heirs, and io this case the 
mistress was dead who bad cared for him, and all pre« 
sent were his subordinates, there was no one to under* 
take the arrangements for his interment. As long as 
the breath was in •bis body all bung round hiim and 
obeyed his order, but, the moment he expired, they fled, 

Mir Ssjjdd ^Ali Fdzil and Mir biawib Fdzil werq 
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left eittiDg alooe at the head of his hod with the Qur^n 
in their bands. 

Mfr Akbar *Ali, who had the custody of the ward- 
robe, the treasure, and the seals, had seci'etly made 
al) the necessary preparations, but, before the corpse 
could be remoTed, a crowd of gapiog spectators, court '• 
servants, poUcetnon, and messengers of the Buglish 
intelligence department, rushed in, shoes and all, and 
soiled the c^pets and floorcloths, as if the place 
belonged to them, and they excluded us, the old friends of 
the deceased. At last the corpse was brought out and 
we buried it in the Iinimhira, iu the middle of the hall, 
beside Jawdbir ^Ali Khan’s remains. The crowd then 
dispersed. 

Mir Akbar *Ali carried the corpse in state fiom the 
river to the Imimhdra, scattered money for the poor, 
stretched a gold'embroidend canopy above tho grave, 
and covored the grave with a flowered sheet, appointed 
Qurdn-readers, and distributed food, according to the 
custom of Hinddstdn, on the Third, Tenth, Twentieth • 
and Fortieth days ai^er. But, as the Company had 
taken over the estate of the deceased, he could not 
perform alt these coremonies on the scale which his 
heart would have desired. 

1 must stop DOW, as the disputes which followed brs 
death have not yet come to an end. If I continue in the 
full enjoyment of my bodily and mental faculties, 1 
shall resume this history when those disputes are 
ended. 
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